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NORWAY’S MARITIME authority said on Thursday that
Norwegian-flagged ships will not be permitted to enter
the Strait of Hormuz until further notice.

THEWAR in West Asia is creating the biggest
oil supply disruption in history, the
International Energy Agency said on Thursday.

THAILAND’S FOREIGN ministry has demanded an |
apology from Iran over damage caused to a
Thai vessel that was hit by a projectile in the Strait

CITIBANK WILL close most of its United
Arab Emirates branches and financial centres
until March 14 as a precaution amid war.

As oil tankers burn, Iran says ships can
pass Straitif they ‘coordinate with us’

More Iranian
drones seen
flying into Iraq,
Kuwait and UAE

Reuters
Dubai, Hebron, March 12

MANY SHIPS can still pass
through the Strait of Hormuz
if they coordinate with the Ira-
nian navy, Iran's Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson
Esmaeil Baghaei said in com-
ments carried by Mehr news
agency.

“After the current events,
generally we cannot return to
conditions before February 28
(startof current Iran war)...aswe
have understood howimportant
the safety of the Strait of Hormuz
is,and sodid the others,” the spo-
kesperson added.

Oil prices rose about 8% on
Thursday as Iran stepped up at-
tacks on oil and transport facil-
ities across West Asia, and the
country’s supreme leader said
the closure of the vital Strait of
Hormuz should continue.
Brent futures were up 8% at
$99.38 at 1655 GMT, pulling
back from a session high of
$101.59. US Energy Secretary
Chris Wright told CNBC on
Thursday that the US Navy
could not escort ships through
the Strait of Hormuz now but it
was “quite likely” that could
happen by the end of the
month. Global oil prices are un-
likely to hit $200 a barrel,
Wright said, even as Iran con-
tinues to strike merchant ships.

Two tankers were ablaze at
an Iraqi port on Thursday after

Toavoid attacks,
ships passing
Strait of Hormuz
nose as Chinese’

Associated Press
Hong Kong, March12

SOME COMMERCIAL ships
near or in the Strait of Hormuz
and Persian Gulfhave declared
themselves as China-linked
since the Iran war began, mar-
ine traffic data show, as their
operators apparently try to re-
duce risks of being targeted in
attacks.

At least eight vessels in or
near the Persian Gulf and the
Gulf of Oman changed their de-
clared destination signals to
short messages such as
“CHINA OWNER” or “CHINA
OWNER & CREW,” according to
data on the ship tracking plat-
form MarineTraffic analysed
by The Associated Press.

“The main goal of vessels
publicly identifying themselves
as Chinese'while transiting the
Gulf or the Strait of Hormuz is
primarily to reduce the risk of
beingattacked rather thantofa-
cilitate passage through the
straititself,” said Ana Subasic, a
trade risk analyst at data and
analytics firm Kpler, which
owns MarineTraffic.

Some of the vessels passed
through the strait and headed
for their destinations. Others
were still in the area.

a hit by suspected Iranian ex-
plosive-laden boats, a step up
in attacks that have cut off oil
from the Middle East and de-
fied Donald Trump's claim to
have won the war he launched
two weeks ago.

Images verified by Reuters
as having been filmed from the
shore of the port of Basra
showed ships engulfed in mass-
ive orange fireballs that lit up
the night sky, after the attacks
which Iraqi authorities blamed
on Iranian boats. At least one
crew member was killed.

Lebanon’s Iran-backed mil-
itia Hezbollah fired its biggest
volley of rockets into Israel of
the war, prompting fresh Israeli
strikes on Beirut.

Trump says ‘We Won’

US President Donald
Trump, whose Republican
Party is trying to hold on to
Congress in an election later
this year, has repeatedly tried to
calm energy markets this week
by saying the surge in oil prices
will be short-lived.

But he has not explained
how the war will end, or pres-
ented a plan to reopen the
blockaded strait. US and Israeli
officials say the aim is to de-
stroy Iran's missile and nuclear
programmes, but Trump has
also demanded Iran's “uncon-
ditional surrender” and the
power to determineits leaders.

“You never like to say too
early you won. We won,"
Trump told a campaign-style
rally in Hebron, Kentucky, on
Wednesday. “In the first hour it
was over.” The United States
had “virtually destroyed Iran”,
he said. But he added: “We
don't want toleave early, dowe?
We got to finish the job.”

An oil tanker burns after being hit by an Iranian strike in the ship-to-ship transfer zone at Khor al-Zubair port near Basra, Iraq, late Wednesday. ap

Israel strikes heart of Beirut as it widens
evacuation Warmngs in southern Lebanon

Reuters
Beirut, March 12

ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES hit a
building in the heart of Beirut
on Thursday and Israel ordered
residents out of another swathe
of southern Lebanon, intensify-
ing its offensive against the
Iran-backed Hezbollah group.
The airstrike at around 5:30
pm hit a building in the Ba-
choura neighbourhood, around
1km from the Lebanese govern-
ment's Grand Serail head-
quarters in downtown Beirut.
Before the strike, the Israeli
military issued a warning tell-

oSHIPWRECK : The Casualties So Far

A foreign tanker carrying Iragi fuel oil damaged after catching fire

near Basra on Thursday. REUTERS

MARCH1

MARSHALL ISLANDS Flagged
crude tanker MKD VYOM was hit
by a projectile off the Omani coast

GIBRALTAR Flagged oil bunkering
tanker Hercules Star was struck
off the coast of Oman

A PALAU Fagged tanker was
attacked in the Strait of Hormuz

MARCH 2

US Flagged products tanker
Stena Imperative was struck by
projectiles in the port of Bahrain

MARCH 3

MARSHALL ISLANDS crude oil
tanker Libra Trader and Panama-
flagged bulker Gold Oak sustained
minor damage off the coast of UAE

MARCH 4

MALTESE Flagged container ship
Safeen Prestige was damaged by
aprojectile as it sailed towards the
top of the strait,north of Oman

MARCH5
CRUDE OIL tanker Sonangol
Namibe was hit by a blast while

anchored near Iraq port

MARCHG6

ATUGBOAT was hit by projectiles
in the Strait of Hormuz, six nautical
miles north of Oman

MARCH7

UNITED KINGDOM Maritime
Trade Operations reported a
possible drone attack 10 nautical
miles north of Saudi Arabia

MARCH11

THAILAND Flagged bulk carrier
Mayuree Naree was attacked by a
projectile off the coast of Oman

JAPAN Flagged container ship
One Majesty sustained minor
damage after it was hitby a
projectile northwest of UAE

MARSHALL ISLANDS Flagged
bulk carrier Star Gwyneth was
damaged after being hit by a
projectile northwest of Dubai

Marshall Islands Flagged fuel
tanker Safesea Vishnu and the
Maltese-flagged Zefyros were
attacked in the Gulf near Iraq

Smokerises after Israeli strikes
on southern suburbs of Beirut,
Lebanon, on Thursday. ReuTERs

ing residents they were near a

Hezbollah facility against

which it intended to action.
Israel launched an air and

Active shooting’
at Temple Israel
synagoguein
Detroit, says Bl

Reuters
Washington, March 12

THE MICHIGAN State Police
reported an active shooting
incident on Thursday at the
Temple Israel Synagogue in
West Bloomfield, Michigan,
and law enforcement author-
ities rushed to the scene.

No official details were im-
mediately available, but aerial
news footage from over the
synagogue showed plumes of
smoke rising from the roof of
thebuilding, with police and fire
department vehicles nearby.

Oakland County Sheriff Mi-
chael Bouchard said on CNN:
“Nobody at the moment has
been confirmed to be hurt ex-
cept potentially the shooter.”

FBI Director Kash Patel wrote
on X: “FBI personnel are on the
scene with partnersin Michigan
and responding to the apparent
vehicle ramming and active
shooter situation out of Temple
Israel Synagogue in West Bloom-
field Township, Michigan.”

The Jewish Federation of
Detroit posted a message on
its Facebook page saying its af-
filiated agencies were “currently
in precautionary lockdown” in
response to the Temple Israel
incident.

ground offensive last week
against Hezbollah, which
launched attacks at Israel on
March 2 that it said aimed to
avenge the killing of Iran's su-
preme leader at the start of the
US-Israeli war on Iran.
Hezbollah has fired rockets
and drones at Israel every day
since, including its largest bar-
rage late on Wednesday that
triggered heavy Israeli strikeson
Beirut's southern suburbs.
Israel has pounded Leba-
non's south and east and the
capital's southern suburbs, kill-
ing more than 600 people, ac-
cordingto Lebanese authorities.

It has also ordered mass evacu-
ationsinthose same areas, push-
ing more than 800,000 people
out of their homes.

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said the military had
been instructed to expand its
operations in Lebanon. “We
promised quiet and security to
the communities of the north,
and that is exactly what we will
deliver,” he said at a meeting
with senior military officials.

Israel's military has warned
residentsof alarge area of south-
ern Lebanon to leave their
homes, saying it would act
“forcefully” against Hezbollah.

Outdated intel likely

behind deadly US
strike on Iran school

Associated Press
Washington, March 12

OUTDATED INTELLIGENCE
likely led to the United States
carrying out a deadly missile
strike on an elementary school
in Iran that killed over 165
people, many of them children,
in the opening hours of the con-
flict, according to a US official
and asecond person briefed on
findings of a preliminary US
military investigation into the
incident.

The bombing of the school
and its casualties involving
children has become a focal
point of the war, and if ulti-
mately confirmed to be at the
hands of the US, would also
stand among the highest civil-
ian casualty events caused by
the American military oper-
ations in the last two decades.

President Donald Trump
initially blamed Iran for the at-
tack, later said he wasn’t certain
who was to blame, and then
said he would accept the results
of the Pentagon’sinvestigation.

Theissue took on added ur-
gency on Wednesday after the
New York Times first reported
that a preliminary investiga-
tion found that the US was re-

sponsible.

US Central Command relied
on target coordinates for the
strike using outdated data pro-
vided by the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency, accordingtothe
person familiar with the pre-
liminary finding.

The agency did not respond
to arequest for comment.

The preliminary finding
prompted immediate calls for
more information from the
Pentagon. White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt said
that “the investigation is still
ongoing.”

Both the US official and the
person familiar with the matter
spoke to The Associated Press
on the condition of anonymity
to discuss the sensitive matter.

Dozens of Democratic sena-
tors demanded answers from
the Trump administration on
Wednesday as a growing body
of evidence suggested that the
US was likely responsible for
the strike.

The letter from more than
45 senators pressed Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth on
whether the US was culpable
for the strike and what previous
analysis of the building had
been done.

e RENE REDZEPI HAS BEEN DOGGED FOR YEARS BY REPORTS OF MISTREATING HIS STAFF AT THE DANISH RESTAURANT OFFERING ‘NEW NORDIC’ CUISINE

Celeb chef Redzepi leaves iconicNoma amid abuse charges

James Brooks
& Stefanie Dazio
Copenhagen, March 12

RENE REDZEPI, founder and
celebrity chefat theiconic Dan-
ish restaurant Noma that won
three Michelin stars and other
international accolades for its
innovative “New Nordic” cui-
sine, has stepped down from
his post following allegations of
abuse and assault at the Copen-
hagen landmark.

Redzepi hasbeen dogged for
years by reports of mistreatment
of his staff as well as his years-
long use of unpaid interns to
staffthe pricy restaurant, which
was ranked first on the World’s
50 Best Restaurants List five

times. But the criticism recently
cameto ahead onsocial media,
and an article in the New York
Times detailed former em-
ployees’ accounts of abuse just
days ahead of the opening of a
Noma pop-up in Los Angeles.
Sponsors have since pulled
their funding for the Southern
California residency, which
opened Wednesday to a small
gathering of protesters and
where a meal will cost diners
$1,500. Redzepi announced his
resignation on Instagram with
a tearful video soon after.
“Thave worked to be abetter
leader and Noma has taken big
steps to transform the culture
over many years,” he wrote in
the post’s caption Thursday. “I

Chef Rene Redzepi at a restaurant in Copenhagenin 2024. ap

recognize these changes do not
repair the past. An apology is
not enough; I take responsibil-

ity for my own actions.”
Jason Ignacio White, a
former head of Noma’s fermen-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tation lab, collected anonymous
testimonies of alleged abuse at
therestaurant and posted them
to his Instagram page. The ac-
counts, which range from ver-
bal abuse to physical assault at
the hands of Redzepi and his
deputies, have gone viral.

“I got punched in the face
during service there,” one un-
named person wrote to White.

Another said: “Noma de-
stroyed my passion for the in-
dustry.Istruggled with intense
anxiety, bad enough to give me
panic attacks in the middle of
the night. The trauma, abuse
and idea that nothing would
ever change all led me to walk
away from the career.”

Redzepi has publicly ad-

dressed his aggression over the
last decade. In response to Sat-
urday’s New York Times article,
which included interviews
with 35 former employees who
worked at Noma between 2009
and 2017, the chef apologized
on Instagram and said he has
worked to change hisbehavior.
He was knighted in 2016 to
Denmark’s Order of Dannebrog
by then-Queen Margrethe II.
Noma, Redzepiand the Dan-
ish royal family’s press depart-
ment did not immediately re-
turn requests for comment.
Kristoffer Dahy Ernst, editor in
chief of Danish food magazine
Gastro,said Redzepi had tostep
down for the restaurant to have
achance of survival. AP

New Delhi

Chinese President Xi Jinping addresses the closing session of the
National People’s Congress at the Great Hall of the People, in
Beijing on Thursday. ap

Beijing adopts ethnic

unity law that ‘erodes’
minority rights and
cements assimilation

Associated Press
Beijing, March 12

CHINA ADOPTED a sweeping
law Thursday to promote what
itcalls “ethnic unity,” ameasure
that critics say would further
erode the rights of some minor-
ity groups as authorities cement
a push toward assimilation.

The law, approved by the
country’s ceremonial legisla-
ture, is designed to foster “a
stronger sense of community
among all ethnic groups in the
Chinese nation,” said Lou Qin-
jian, a delegate to the National
People’s Congress who intro-
duced the proposal to the
whole body.

The proposed law lays out
the need to promote ethnic
unity by all governmentbodies
and private enterprises, includ-
ing local governments and
state-affiliated groups like the
All-China Women’s Federation.

“The people of each ethnic
group, all organizations and
groups of the country, armed
forces, every Party and social
organization, every company,
must forge a common con-

* BRIEFLY

sciousness of the Chinese na-
tion according to law and the
constitution, and take the re-
sponsibility of building this
consciousness,” it reads.

Academics and observers
say the new provision repre-
sents a setback for the identity
of ethnic minorities because it
mandates the use of Mandarin
Chinese in compulsory educa-
tion, among other things.

The majority of China’s
population is Han Chinese and
the official language is Manda-
rin. The country has 55 ethnic
groups, making up 8.9% of the
14 billion population.

The constitution states that
“each ethnicity has the right to
use and develop their own lan-
guage” and “have the right to
self-rule,” while the Law on Re-
gional Ethnic Autonomy prom-
ises limited autonomy to those
groups, including allowing
themto create flexible measures
to develop their economy.

“It puts a death nail in the
party’s original promise of
meaningful autonomy,” said
James Leibold, a professor at
Australia’s LaTrobe University.

THE VATICAN

Pope Leo appoints trusted ally
torun Vatican’s charity office

POPE LEO XIV on Thursday
entrusted the Vatican’s charity
works to a fellow Augustinian, sig-
nallingaline of continuity with
Pope Francis who had elevated the
centuries-old jobtoaposition of ac-
tion and prominence that helped
define hislegacy. Leonamed Arch-
bishop Luis Marin de San Martin, a
Spanish member of Leo's religious
order and an undersecretary inthe

Vatican's synod office, as his chief

Cardinal Konrad
Krajewskiin St. Peters
Basilica at the Vatican.

almsgiver and prefect of the
Vatican's charity office. Marin
replaces Polish Cardinal Konrad

Krajewski, 62, whobecomesthe
Archbishop of Lodz, in Poland, his home archdiocese that
hasbeen without an archbishop for ayear. Francis had rede-
fined therole of the Vatican's chief almsgiver. REUTERS

ETHIOPIA

Atleast 50 dead,
125 missing after
landslides

AT LEAST 50 people have
diedand 125 others are
missing after landslides hit
three districtsin southern
Ethiopia following a week
of heavy rains, alocal offi-
cial said Thursday. The
landslides happenedin
Gamo Zone and affected the
Gacho Baba District, Kamba
District and Bonke District,
according to Gamo Zone di-
rector of disaster response
Mesfin Manuqa. AP

UNITED STATES

Gunman Killed
after injuring 2 at
Virginia varsity

A GUNMAN opened fire on
Thursday morningat Old Do-
minion Universityin NorfolK,
Virginia, injuring two people
before being shot dead, ac-
cording to the university. In
an emergency alert, the uni-
versity said thetwoinjuredin-
dividualsweretransportedto
hospitaland classesand cam-
pusoperations were cancelled
fortherestoftheday.Itwasn’t
immediately clear how the
shooter died. REUTERS

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

PM Sharif visits
Saudi amid Gulf
security concerns

PRIME MINISTER Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday left for a
brief official visit to Saudi
Arabia with Pakistan'srole
coming under scanner due
toitsdefence agreement
with the kKingdom. The two
countries signed a mutual
defence pactin September
last year with the commit-
ment to cometothe defence
of each otherin case of at-
tackby a third country. It
was signed when Israel had
attacked Hamas leaders. PTI

NEPAL

16 rescued from
Cambodia
e-scam centres

SIXTEEN NEPALESE
nationals trafficked to Cam-
bodia on the pretext of get-
tinglucrative jobs were res-
cued and repatriated on
Thursday, accordingto the
foreign ministry. They were
taken to Cambodiaby vari-
ousagents and employedin
illegal jobs, includingonline
scamming and online casi-
nos. The Nepal embassyin
Bangkokaided their rescue
with cooperation of Cambo-
dian government. PTI
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INFIRST STATEMENT AS NEW SUPREME LEADER, MOJTABA KHAMENEI VOWS TO AVENGE DEATHS

Strait of Hormuz to remain closed, shut
US bases or attacks continue: Iran leader

PM speaks to Pezeshkian:
Deep concern over loss of
lives, escalation of tensions

As oil tops $100
abarrel again,
more Iran drones
head to Persian
Gulf countries

Parisa Hafezi
Dubai, March 12

IRAN WILL fight on and keep
the Strait of Hormuz shut, new
Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khameneisaid on Thursday in
a statement read out on state
television, the first remarks at-
tributed to him since he suc-
ceeded his slain father.

In a defiant address,
Khamenei said Iran’s neigh-
bours should close all US bases
on their territory, which Iran
would continueto attack. “Ias-
sure everyone that we will not
neglect avenging the blood of
your martyrs,” he said.

“The popular demand is to
continue our effective defence
and make the enemy regret!
The lever of blocking the Strait
of Hormuz must continue tobe
used,” he said of the shipping
route, where a fifth of global oil
normally runs pastIran’s coast.

Noimages have yet been re-
leased of Khamenei since the
strike that killed his father, Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Liberia-flagged tanker Shenlong, carrying Saudi crude, arrives in Mumbai Thursday after transiting the
Strait of Hormuz. Another tanker also reached Mumbai and is headed to Paradip. Ap

Delhi in talks with Tehran to let fuel
ships bound for India transit Strait

Another Indian killed in attack on US-owned tanker

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 12

DELHIISin talkswith Tehranto
let India-bound fuel ships transit
the Strait of Hormuz, closed by
the Iranian military following

the outbreak of warin West Asia.

“External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Foreign Min-
ister of Iran Seyed Abbas
Araghchi have had three con-
versations in the last few days.
The last one discussed issues

US initiates Section 301 probe
against India, China, 14 others

Claims India has
excess capacity in
petrochemicals,
steel, solar units

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, March 12

THE US haslaunched an inves-
tigation under Section 301 (b) of
the Trade Act of 1974 into more
than a dozen countries, includ-
ing India and China, citing

Happening
today

®PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modiis set to visit Assam. He will
release the 22nd instalment of
the PM-KISAN scheme.

OFRENCHPRESIDENT
Emmanuel Macron will host
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in Paris and discuss
support of France and European
partners to help Ukraine defend
itself against Russia.

TRACKTHESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

EXPLAINED

Trade deficit with
India a sore point

The US has targeted coun-
tries which have atrade sur-
pluswithitingoods.In 2025,
Indiahad a $58 billion sur-
plus with the US. The man-
ufacturing sectors which
contributed to thisinclude
textiles, health and auto.

structural excess capacity and
over-production in certain
manufacturing sectors. This is
the first such probe launched by
the Trump administration after
the US Supreme Court last
month declared illegal the recip-
rocal tariffs the Presidentlevied
under the International Emerg-
ency Economic Powers Act.
Having initiated the inves-
tigations on March 11, the
United States Trade Represen-
tative (USTR) said it will open
dockets for submission of
written comments on March 17,
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

pertaining to safety of shipping
and India’s energy security.
Beyond that, it would be pre-
mature for me tosay anything,”
Randhir Jaiswal, spokesperson
for the Ministry of External

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Attack on Farooq Abdullah: Delhi
begins probe into security lapse

Arun Sharma
Jammu, March 12

THE CENTRE has initiated an
inquiry into the security lapse
in the attack on Farooq Abdul-
lah on Wednesday night, when
a 63-year-old man armed with
a loaded revolver walked right
up tothe former J&K Chief Min-
ister at awedding function and
opened fire. Abdullah escaped
as Kamal Singh Jamwal missed.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Kamal Singh Jamwal being taken to a court in Jammu, Thursday. i

e BENCH SAYS LET HER STEP FORWARD, WILL ENSURE SENTIMENTS ARE TRANSLATED INTO LEGAL ACTION

Eight decades after Netaji disappeared, his
daughter backs pleain SClor return of ashes

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, March 12

EIGHT DECADES after Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose disap-
peared, presumed dead in an
air crash in Taihoku (Taipei,
Taiwan) in 1945, his daughter,

The bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M Pancholi declined to
entertain the plea filed by Ashis
Ray, Netaji’s grandnephew, say-
ing Pfaff should “step forward”
and file a petition herself.

Anita Bose Pfaff, ap- ; Pfaff, 84, ap-
peared before the | PAGE1 | peared before the
Supreme  Court | anchor [  benchviavideocon-
Thursday in “sup- - ference from Austria.

port” of a petition seeking the
return to India of his mortal re-
mains, believed to have been
preserved at the Renko-ji
temple in Tokyo.

“We make it very clear, we
respect their sentiments, and
we would ensure her senti-
ments are translated into legal

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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A bust of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at the Renko-ji temple in Tokyo
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Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 12

IN HIS first conversation with
Iranian President Masoud Pe-
zeshkian since the start of the
war in West Asia 13 days ago,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
discussed Thursday the “seri-
oussituation”in theregion and
expressed “deep concern over
the escalation of tensions and
the loss of civilian lives as well
as damage to civilian infra-
structure”.

In a post on X following the
phone call, Modi said he “urged

PM Narendra Modi at the NXT
Summit 2026 in New Delhi,
Thursday.prt  REPORT, PAGE 8

for dialogue and diplomacy”
and  “reiterated India’s
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

LPG supply hit, Govt pushes
kerosene & coal as options

Sukalp Sharma
& Jatin Anand
New Delhi, March 12

AMID GROWING concerns
over liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) or cooking gas suppliesin
the country, which have been
hit due to the West Asia conflict,
the government is activating
other fuel options like kero-
sene, fuel oil, biomass and even
coal to ease pressure on LPG for
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commercial users like restaur-
ants and hotels.
Thegovernment hasalsode-
cided toallocate for commercial
use 20% of the average monthly
commercial LPG requirement;
thiswill be donein coordination
with state governments. More-
over,asademand management
measure amid panic booking by
household consumers, the mini-
mum gap between cylinder

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI, NAGPUR, PATNA, PUNE, VADODARA

‘DelhitoBengaluru,
eateries feel the heat
as LPG cylinder black

marketing surges

BT Tas—ny

People queue up for LPG cylinders in Patna, Thursday. p1i

Prohibited for commercial use,
domestic LPG cylinders are lifeline
for roadside eateries across country

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, March 12

TWO FRIENDS who run a
streetside food stall in Yusuf
Sarai in New Delhi had reason
to feel both relieved and
robbed. After three days of
searching, they had finally
found an LPG cylinder. The
price their distributor quoted
stopped them in their tracks:
Rs 2,500, nearly two-and-a-half
times what they paid before. A
war being fought thousands of
kilometres away, in the cities
and waters of West Asia, had

»CONTINUED ONPAGE2 |
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just hit their stall.
They are not the only ones.
The blocking of the Strait of
Hormuz, one of the world’s
most critical chokepoints for
energy supply, has sent shock-
waves through India’s supply
chains with a speed and inti-
macy that few anticipated. Tile
factories in Gujarat have gone
quiet. Restaurants across the
country have shuttered or re-
treated to skeletal menus. And
in the back lanes and food
courts of Indian cities, a black
market in cooking gas has
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Alr Power

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal A P Singh prepares to fly an
upgraded MiG-29 during his visit to an Air Force Station in Punjab,
Thursday. The IAF maintains three squadrons of upgraded

MiG-29s—MiG-29 UPGs. p1i

NCERT BOOK CONTROVERSY

I[IT Gandhinagar to
decide on Michel
Danino's position
after SC directions

Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, March 12

ASTANDING committee atIIT
Gandhinagar will review Mi-
chel Danino’s guest professor
role following the Supreme
Court’s directions for govern-
ments as well as public institu-
tions to dissociate from him
and two others involved in
drafting a NCERT Class 8 text-
book that has been withdrawn
over asection on “corruptionin
thejudiciary”.

“There’s a faculty standing
committee that will look into
the appointment in light of the
Supreme Court judgment. The
committee will deliberate on
the matter, and a decision will
betaken,” said IIT Director Prof
Rajat Moona.

“Prof Danino was a visiting
faculty member till the end of
January last year. Then he was
appointed guest faculty to
come to IIT Gandhinagar on a
need basis, but he hasn’t come
sincethen. The appointment is
still valid, but he has not come.
Guest faculty members are
paid for the time they come to
the institute. This is usually on
a need basis; if there is any-
thing, we invite the guest fac-
ulty members,” he said.

On Wednesday, the Su-
preme Court directed the
Centre, states, Union Terri-
tories, universities, and public
institutions to dissociate from
three members of the textbook
development team who
drafted the chapter on the ju-
diciary in the now-withdrawn

Class 8 social science textbook.
The court’sdirection wasis-
sued after NCERT Director D P
Saklani named Danino, Su-
parna Diwakar, and Alok Pra-
sanna Kumar in an affidavit,
stating that the chapter was
drafted by a team under
Danino’s chairmanship.

Daninodid notrespondtoa
query sent by The Indian Ex-
press on the matter.

Danino, 69, was the chair-
person of the curricular area
group that develops social
science textbooks. As the chair-
person, he has been a key part
of the textbook development
team for social science books
for classes 6t0 8.

A 2017 Padma Shri awardee,
Danino was born in France and
studied there until he moved to
India in 1977. He has had along
association with IIT Gandhina-
gar, where he began as a guest
professor in 2011 and later
served as a visiting professor
until January 2025. At the insti-
tute, he was involved with a
course on Indian Knowledge
Systems and helped set up an
Archaeological Sciences Centre.

A series of lectures he gave
at IIT Kanpur in 2010 and 2011,
and later in 2014, on topics like
the “Indus-Sarasvati civilisa-
tion”, early landmarks of
science and technology in
India, and exploring Indian ci-
vilisation, caught attention,
even among faculty members
atother institutes, including IIT
Gandhinagar.

Danino had been a scholar-
in-residence at IIT Kanpur.

Kerala HC disqualifies
Natesan,sonas SNDP
Yogam directors

Shaju Philip
Thiruvanananthapuram,
March12

THE KERALA High Court on
Thursday disqualified promi-
nent Hindu community leader
Vellappally Natesan and his
son Thushar Vellappally as di-
rectors of the Sree Narayana
Dharma Paripalana Yogam
(SNDP Yogam).

A Bench of Justice T R Ravi
issued the order after hearinga
batch of petitions challenging
the continuation of the Natesan
family at the helm of the
Yogam. One of the petitioners
was literary critic M K Sanu,
who died last year.

While Natesan is known for
his pro-CPI(M) approach, his
son is the president of Bharath
Dharma Jana Sena (BDJS), an
NDA ally in Kerala. On Repub-
lic Day this year, Natesan was
conferred the Padma Bhushan.
Petitions seeking its directions
quashing the award are also be-
fore the court.

The order may have politi-
cal implications as it may re-
shape internal power equations
within the organisation and po-
tentially affect how sections of
the Ezhava community aligns
politically, particularly atatime
when both the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF) and
the NDA have sought to court
the community, which makes
up around 24% of the state’s
population, ahead of the
coming Assembly polls.

SNDP & Hindu unity

The SNDP Yogam, founded
in 1903 to propagate the teach-

Vellappally Natesan

ings of social reformer Sree Na-
rayana Guru and represent the
interests of the Ezhava commu-
nity, is one of the largest caste-
based organisations in Kerala.
In recent years, Natesan has
also been part of attempts to
bring together major Hindu
community organisations such
as the SNDP Yogam and the
Nair Service Society (NSS),
which represents the influen-
tial Nair community, which
constitutes around 12% of the
population.

The proposed SNDP-NSS
coordination, discussed in sev-
eral meetings between Natesan
and NSS leadership including
general secretary G Sukumaran
Nair, was seen as an effort to
consolidate Hindu social
groups in the state’s political
landscape, though it failed to
evolve into a formal alliance
after Nair withdrew from any
unity efforts following the
Padma Bhushan for Natesan.

Iranian officials have said
the younger Khamenei was
lightly wounded. He said in his
address that his wife, sister and
other family members were
also killed.

Khamenei’s remarks rein-
force the message from Iran
that its strategy now is to im-
pose a prolonged economic
shock to force Trump to back
off. A spokesperson for Iran’s
military command said on
Wednesday that the world
should prepare for oil prices of
$200 a barrel.

Thursday’s surge in oil
prices came despite the an-
nouncement the previous day

that developed countries
would release 400 million bar-
rels of oil from their strategic re-
serves, nearly half from the US.

Thatisby far the biggest-ever
coordinated intervention into
the oil markets. Butreleasingthe
reserves will take months, and
account for just three weeks of
supply from the blockaded
strait. “The only way to see oil
pricestradeloweronasustained
basis is by getting oil flowing
through the Strait of Hormuz,”
ING analysts said. “Failingtodo
so means that the market highs
are still ahead of us.”

Shortly after his address, the
Revolutionary Guards an-

LPG supply hit

bookings by households in
rural and remote areas has
been increased to 45 days,
while for urban households, it
continues to be 25 days. The
minimum gap used to be 21
days earlier, but was increased
to 25 days after the conflict
started.

Noting that bookings for
LPG cylinders have shot up
multifold due to misinforma-
tion and concern, the govern-
ment also appealed to con-
sumers to not fall prey to panic
and avoid rush-booking of cyl-
inders.

“Alternate fuel options are
beingactivated to ease pressure
on LPG and gas channels. Kero-
sene is being made available
through retail outlets and PDS
channels, and fuel oil is being
made available for industrial
and commercial consumers.
The MoEFCC (Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Climate
Change) has advised State Pol-

PM

commitment to peace and sta-
bility”.

Intheir conversation, he also
flagged the security of Indian na-
tionals and the movement of
maritime traffic — fuel ships
bound for India are stuck in the
Persian Gulf following Tehran’s
closure of the key Strait of Hor-
muz.

“The safety and security of
Indian nationals, alongwith the
need for unhindered transit of
goods and energy, remain
India’stop priorities,” Modi said.

A PMO statement said
“President Pezeshkian briefed
the Prime Minister on the cur-
rentsituationinIranandshared
his perspective on recent devel-
opmentsintheregion”. Thetwo
leaders “agreed to remain in
touch,” it said.

Ever since hostilities com-
menced, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar has had three
conversations with his Iranian
counterpart Seyed Abbas Aragh-
chi - on February 28, March 5
and March 12.

On Monday, Jaishankar in-
formed Parliament that while at-
tempts have been made, “con-
tacts with Iran at the leadership
level are obviously difficult at
thistime”, and that they will con-
tinue these “high-level conver-
sationsin the comingdays”.

Sofar, the Prime Minister has
spokentoeightleadersinthere-
gion: UAE President Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Qatar
Amir Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, Saudi Arabia Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
Kuwait Crown Prince Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah, Bahrain King
Hamad binIsa AlKhalifa, Oman
Sultan Haitham bin Tariq Al
Said, Jordan King Abdullah II
and Israel Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu. He had con-
demned the attacks by Iran on
these countries.

lution Control Boards to per-
mit, for the duration of this cri-
sis period, the use of biomass,
RDF (Refuse-derived fuel) pel-
lets, and kerosene/ coal as alter-
nate fuels for the hospitality
and restaurant segment for one
month, which would enable a
wider range of establishments
to switch and free up LPG for
priority consumers,” Union Pe-
troleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said in Lok Sabha.
In a briefing, Petroleum
Ministry Joint Secretary Sujata
Sharmasaid thatin addition to
the standard quarterly alloca-
tion of 11akh kilolitres, the gov-
ernment has released an addi-
tional 48,000 Kilolitres of
kerosene to state governments
for distribution to identified
beneficiaries. She said the Min-
istry of Coal has directed Coal
India and Singareni Collieries
Company to allot higher quan-
tities of coal to states for use by
small and medium consumers.

Eprobe

and the Section 301 Committee
will convene public hearingson
May S. This could mean that
fresh tariffs could be imposed
on India and other countries
after May.

USTR Jamieson Greer said,
“These investigations will focus
oneconomiesthatappear to ex-
hibit structural excess capacity
and production in various
manufacturingsectors, such as
through large or persistent
trade surpluses or underutilised
or unused capacity: China, the
EU, Singapore, Switzerland,
Norway, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Cambodia, Thailand, Korea,
Vietnam, Taiwan, Bangladesh,
Mexico, Japan, and India.”

Targeting India, the USTR
said India had a trade surplus of

Farooq

There were several VIPs pres-
ent at the function, including
two with Z-Plus security, Abdul-
lah and J&K Deputy CM Sur-
inder Choudhary.

AZ-Plusprotecteeisentitled
to at least half-a-dozen NSG
commandos, apart from two-
three security rings including
local police and other security
personnel, besides abullet-proof
vehicle and escort. Every morn-
ing, a Z-plus protectee’s pro-
gramme, including his move-
ment schedule, is sent to the
security wing to ensure that the
route to be taken and places
mentioned are properly sani-
tized, and measures like metal
detectors and frisking are putin
place.

A senior police officer ad-
mitted “a security lapse to some
extent in respect to the CPT
(close protection) and the person

(carrying the gun)”.

Netaji’s ashes

action. But she must step for-
ward,” Justice Bagchi told Sen-
ior Advocate A M Singhvi who
appeared for the petitioner.

“Because there are differ-
ences, to our knowledge, in the
family itself with regard to the
incidentswhich occurred,” Jus-
tice Bagchi said.

Singhvi told the bench that
Ray is Netaji’s grandnephew,
and his petition has the “sup-
port” of Pfaff, Netaji’s sole heir.

“Letthe heir come before us.
It cannot be a fight behind the
clouds. If the heir wants the
ashes... to be brought back to
the country, the heir mustcome
before us,” Justice Bagchi said.

Singhvi pointed out that

Pfaff was present online, and
urged the court to hear her, but
the bench was not inclined.

The CJI pointed out that
petitions regarding Netaji had
cometo the Supreme Court ear-
lier too, and were dismissed.
“How many timeswill thisissue
come to the Supreme Court?”
he asked.

In November 2024, the top
court had rejected a petition
filed by a Cuttack resident who
sought an inquiry into Netaji’s
death. The court told him that
the issue did not fall within the
domain of judicial review.

Singhvi said theissue raised
in the current petition was dif-
ferent, and it did not seek any

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

nounced that, in keeping with
his orders, they would keep the
Strait shut. Two tankers were
ablaze in anIraqi port on Thurs-
day after a hit by suspected Ira-
nian explosive-laden boats, a
step-up in attacks that have cut
off oil from the Middle East. The
attacks were a clear sign of de-
fiance of US President Donald
Trump, who said on Wednesday
the UShad already won the war.

Images verified by Reuters
ashavingbeen filmed fromthe
shore of the port of Basra
showed ships engulfed in
massive orange fireballs that lit
up the night sky. At least one
crew member was Killed in the

India has over 33 crore do-
mestic LPG consumers. Ac-
cording to Sharma, measuresto
augment LPG supplies have al-
ready led to a 28% increase in
domestic LPG output vis-a-vis
the pre-conflict levels, and all
of it is being diverted to meet
household consumption de-
mand.

“Commercial LPG hasbeen
regulated to prevent black mar-
keting, not to penalise the hos-
pitality sector. Commercial
LPGissold in a completely de-
regulated, over-the-counter
market at market price, with-
out any government subsidy.
Thereisnoregistration system,
no booking requirement, no
digital authentication, and no
delivery confirmation mechan-
ism. Any business orindividual
can purchase cylinders in any
quantity at the point of sale,
with no government control in
normal times. In a supply-con-
strained environment where
public anxiety is elevated, this
deregulated structure createsa
direct and uncontrolled path-
way for hoarding, diversion,

$58 billion with the US in 2025,
and that the sectorsinclude tex-
tiles, health, construction
goods, and automotive goods.

“Forexample, evidence sug-
gests the solar module sector is
plagued by excess capacity, in-
cluding that India’s current
module manufacturing is
nearly triple the annual do-
mestic demand. India also has
created significant excess ca-
pacity in petrochemicals, steel,
and otherindustries,” the USTR
said.

International trade experts
said countries targeted in the in-
vestigation are those with
which the US hastrade deficits.
Deborah Elms, Head of Trade
Policy at Singapore-based Hin-
rich Foundation, in a social
media post, said this is a “very
fast” investigation with a short
comment window and the
mandated hearingin early May.

Addressing media personsat
hisresidencein Jammu, Abdul-
lah, questioned the security
measuresat the site where the at-
tack happened. “There was no
policeman, nor any instrument
(such as a metal detector) to
check if anyone was carrying a
weapon. Even after he (the at-
tacker) was caught, he was sent
to the police station in the ve-
hicle of the Deputy CM.”

He added that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah had called
him to inform that they had or-
dered aninquiry. “He expressed
concernand assured methathe
would keep me informed about
the progress of the investiga-
tion.”

With J&K a Union Territory,
several powers are vested with
the Central government through
the Lieutenant Governot, in-
cluding security.

LG ManojSinhaalsospoketo
Abdullah, and held a meeting
with senior police officers in
Jammu, including Director
General of Police Nalin Prabhat,

declaration on Netaji’s death.

However, the CJI said the
question of his death could arise
“indirectly or directly”, and “we
also understand why this peti-
tion is coming up again after it
was dismissed last year.”

Justice Bagchi, too, said the
question of ashes cannot arise
unless the issue of death is dis-
cussed.

“First of all, where are the
ashes? What is the proof?” the
CJI asked.

Referring to the temple in
Tokyo where the ashes are be-
lieved to be preserved, Singhvi
said, “The fact that every Head
of State from India, Prime Min-
isters, have paid obeisance to
the Renko-ji temple is re-
corded.”

The CJIsaid, “First, we have
to know how many surviving

attacks.

Hours earlier, three other
ships had been struck in the
Gulf. Iran’s Guards claimed re-
sponsibility for at least one of
those attacks, on a Thai bulk
carrier that was set ablaze,
which the Guards said had dis-
obeyed their orders. Another
container vessel reported being
struck by an unknown projec-
tile near the UAE on Thursday.

Oil prices soared back above
$100 abarrel, havingcome down
earlier in the week when Trump
said the war would be over soon.
Iran has said it will not let oil
through the Strait until the US-
Israeli attacks cease. REUTERS

and resale at inflated prices.
Had commercial supply been
left entirely unrestricted, cylin-
ders purchased over the
counter could have been di-
verted tothe grey market at the
expense of genuine commer-
cial consumers and domestic
households alike,” Puri told
Parliament.

“The government has
therefore taken the responsible
course: toregulate this channel
with clear priorities and a trans-
parent allocation mechanism.
A three-member committee
comprising executive directors
from IOCL, HPCL and BPCL
was constituted on March 9...
The committee has assessed
genuine need by geography
and sector to ensure available
commercial volume reaches
genuine users first. In a major
decision, 20% of the average
monthly commercial LPG
requirement will be allocated
from today by OMCs, in
coordination with the state
governments so that thereisno
hoarding or black marketing,”
he said.

“The reason for this un-
usually rapid inquiry isthatthe
statutory authority for existing
US tariffs currently set by the
Trump administration at 10%
globally under a different legal
power, Section 122 of the Trade
Act 0f 1974, will expire on 27
July. The USTR’s goal is to re-
place these Section 122 tariffs
with new measures by July,”
Elmssaid.

Unlike other tariff author-
ities, Section 301 is unlikely to
get overturned by US Courts or
involve Congress, she said. “Any
penalties that get applied are
likely to be long-lasting, par-
ticularly since Section 301 em-
powers the executive branch to
modify, adjust, or reopen cases
at will in the future,” she said.

The USTR move assumes
significance asIndia and the US
agreed to a trade deal but have
not formally signed it.

Jammu IGP Bhim Sen Tuti,
Jammu-Samba-Kathua range
DIG Shiv Kumar Sharma and
Jammu SSP Joginder Singh.

Sources said Sinha directed
the officers to get to the bottom
of the incident and guarantee
airtight security for the protec-
tees.

While police have ruled out
any terror angle, officers said
they will probe for any “deep-
rooted conspiracy”.

Eyewitnesses have told po-
lice that Abdullah along with
Choudhary and other senior Na-
tional Conference leaders
reached the wedding venue in
Jammu’s Greater Kailash area
around 9.15 pm Wednesday.

While Jamwal was present
from the groom’s side, the NC
leaders were there for the bride,
the daughter of senior party
leader and advocate D S Chou-
han.

The NC group stayed on for
nearly 45 minutes, and were
leaving when Jamwal opened
fire at Abdullah.

family members are there. He
was the greatest leader of this
nation... All of us bow before his
supreme sacrifice.”

Singhvi said Pfaff is the sole
heir.

The CJI also questioned the
“timing” of the petition. “..We
know the timing also. Don’t
compel ustosay something,” he
said.

Singhvi said, “There is no
timing in this because she has
been writing consistently...She
has never said no.”

With the bench notinclined
to entertain the plea, Singhvi
sought permission to withdraw
it, with theliberty to return with
a fresh petition. The court
agreed to the request.

Ray’s petition, filed through
Advocate Ritika Vohra, stated:
“Netaji’s remains were kept at

New Delhi

quietly taken hold.

The price of a 14.2-kg do-
mestic LPGcylinderin Delhihas
climbed toRs 913, up fromRs 853
—arise of Rs 60 —while commer-
cial cylinder priceshavejumped
by Rs 115 to Rs 1,884.50 (for a 19
kg cylinder). The Centre has
sought to reassure households
that no shortage is imminent,
pointingtoa25%increaseindo-
mestic LPG production.

But for the restaurants, dha-
bas, and cloud kitchens that
keep urban India fed, those as-
surances have donelittletoease
conditions on the ground.

For commercial establishm-
ents, cylinders are simply not ar-
riving through official channels.
Theeateries TheIndian Express
spoke tosaid the black market is
now the only viable route to pro-
curement — at prices that are
frequently morethandoublethe
regulated rate. For smaller scale
operations, like the one the two
friends run in Yusuf Sarai, they
rely on domestic cylinders
largely, and even those cylinders
arebeingsold ata100-150% pre-
mium. Though using domestic
LPG for commercial operations
is not legally permissible, many
roadside eateriesrelyonthemas
they are cheaper than commer-
cial LPG.

The refrain throughout the
industry is the same: that there
iscurrently alackof clarity from
the government.

Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum
and Hindustan Petroleum did
notrespond torequests for com-
ment.

Kawaljeet Singh, co-founder
of Khadak Singh Da Dhabha,
which has over 70 outlets across
15 cities, said, “We are being told
to pay 2-2.5 times the regulated
costofacommercial cylinder on
average in Delhi-NCR. It is mo-
stly available in the black mar-
ket, as it is very difficult to get

\ Strait of Hormuzto remain closed: Iranleader Eateries feel the heat

hold ofacylinder through the of-
ficial route. In cities like Benga-
luru, we have even been quoted
pricesranging between Rs 8,000
and Rs 9,000 for acylinder.”

Thishasforced Singh toshut
down hiseateryin Bengaluru.In
hisremainingoutlets, most have
cut down on the menu and are
serving fourto five highdemand
dishes, he said.

For Singh’s outlets, the daily
cost of cylinders before the crisis
used to be around Rs 30,000-Rs
50,000 a day. Today, it stands
close to Rs 11akh, he said. Pack-
aging costs, he said, have also
shot up 20-25%, as plastic wraps
have become more expensive,
whichhasalsoled toanincrease
in prices of paper-based packag-
ing material.

Gagandeep Singh Sapra,
who runs a number of cloud kit-
chen, primarily selling items on
online food delivery platforms,
wrote on X that one of his Kkit-
chen brands called Tadka Rani
hasbeenshutdownduetoasho-
rtage in LPG, and several other
ofhisbrandsare servinglimited
menus “till we can serve them”.

The National Restaurant As-
sociation of India (NRAI), the
sector’s key industry body, has
advised its members to adopt
fuel conservation and operati-
onal measures amid disruptions
in the commercial LPG supply
chain. The industry body said
the ongoing geopolitical devel-
opments could further tighten
availability, creatingoperational
challenges for restaurants across
the country, and if the situation
persists, the food service sector
“may face difficulties in sustain-
ingkitchen operations”.

A delivery worker in Delhi’s
Vasant Kunjsaid he hasreceived
20-25%less earnings than usual
forthe same hoursof workinthe
last few days as order numbers
seem to have depleted.

Delhiin talks with Tehran
to allow India-bound
fuel ships pass Strait

Affairs, said Thursday.

Sourcesindicated thatsince
the talks are underway;, it is still
“work in progress”.

With maritime traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz
halted, India’s LPG imports
have been significantly im-
pacted. The country depends
on imports to meet around 60%
of its LPG requirement, and
90% of its LPG imports come
from West Asia through the
Strait. This effectively means
that roughly 55% of India’s LPG
consumption volumes are cur-
rently unavailable.

Meanwhile, an Indian crew
member of a US-owned oil
tanker waskKilled after the vessel
came under attackin the waters
near Iraq’s Basra—the third In-
dian seafarer to die in the on-
goingwatr.

Confirming the death of the
seafarer, the Indian embassy in
Iraq said 15 other Indian crew
members of the ship were
evacuated.

“On March 11, 2026, a US-
owned crude oil tanker, Safesea
Vishnu, sailing under the
Marshall Islands flag, was at-
tacked near Basra, Iraq, in
which one Indian crew member
unfortunately lost his life,” the
Indian embassy in Iraq said on
social media. “The remaining 15
Indian crew have since been
evacuated to a safe place,” it
said.

Extending its “deepest con-
dolences to the family members
ofthe deceased crew member”,
theembassy said it wasin regu-
lar contact with Iraqi authorities
and the rescued Indian sailors
and was offering them all poss-
ible assistance.

Renko-ji Temple ‘for a few
months’ but have remained
there for over 80 years — pre-
served and honoured by suc-
cessive head priests - forminga
continuing state of affairs of
‘posthumous exile’ and non-
closure for Netaji’s now late wife
and daughter Professor Anita
Bose Pfaff.”

“The petition is fully en-
dorsed by Netaji’sdaughter and
sole surviving heir Professor
Anita Bose Pfaff, including by
her most recent statements on
her father’sashes and her desire
expressed therein that these be
brought to India for final rites
with dignity and finality... The
petitioner only seeks time-
bound repatriation of Netaji’s
ashes by the Government of
India or, in the alternative, fa-
cilitation to the petitioner and

With an India-bound ship
coming under attack from sus-
pected Iranian fighters, Delhi
Wednesday “deplored” the tar-
geting of commercial shipping
in the Strait of Hormuz.

Jaiswal also said that Bang-
ladesh, Sri Lanka and Maldives
have reached out to India for
energy supplies.

“India is a major exporter of
refined petroleum products, es-
pecially to our neighbourhood.
We have received a request
from the Government of Bang-
ladesh for supply of diesel,
whichisbeing examined. Given
our people-centric and devel-
opment-oriented approach to
relations with Bangladesh, we
have been supplying diesel
from the Numaligarh Refinery
(in Assam) since 2007 through
various modes which includes
waterways, rail, and later
through the India-Bangladesh
Friendship Pipeline. A sale-pur-
chase agreement was signed in
October 2017 between Numal-
igarh Refinery and Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation for
supply of high-speed diesel on
mutually agreed terms.”

“Itbears mention that while
diesel exports to Bangladesh
have largely continued since
2017, India’s refining capacity,
our own requirements, and die-
sel availability will be factored
in while making decisions. In
addition, Iwould also like to say
that we have received such re-
quests from several other coun-
tries including Sri Lanka and
Maldives, and these are being
examined taking into account
our own energy requirements
and availability that we have,”
he said.

Professor Anita Bose Pfafftore-
patriate the ashes of Netaji from
JapantoIndia,” it stated.

“The petitioner invokes the
extraordinary jurisdiction of
this Hon’ble Court under Ar-
ticle 32 to enforce fundamental
rights arising from a continuing
constitutional wrong: the
Union of India’s prolonged fail-
uretotakea final, reasoned, and
time-bound decision to repatri-
ate (or at least facilitate repatri-
ation) to India of the mortal re-
mains/ ashes attributed to
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
preserved at Renko-ji Temple,
Tokyo, Japan, so that Netaji’s
daughter and sole surviving
heir and direct lineal descend-
ant, Professor Anita Bose Pfaff,
may perform final ritesin India
with dignity and finality,” it
stated.
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RGSSH, DSCI, IHBAS TO BE BROUGHT UNDER GTB HOSPITAL UNDER HEALTH DEPT'S PROPOSAL

To set up another AIIMS-like institute,
govt mulls integrating 4 big hospitals

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, March 12

IN Asignificant move aimingto
enhance the healthcare facilities
in the Trans-Yamuna area and
develop the Capital as the hub of
medical excellence, the Delhi
governmentis mullingthe inte-
gration of four big hospitals —
Guru Tegh Bahadur Hospital,
Delhi State Cancer Institute
(DSCI), Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality Hospital (RGSSH)
and the Institute of Human Be-
haviour and Allied Sciences
(IHBAS) —and setup an auton-
omous multispeciality ad-
vanced facility similar tothe All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), The Indian
Express haslearnt.

The proposal — prepared by
an expert committee under the
Delhi Health department — has
suggested naming the advanced
healthcare facility as the Delhi
Institute of Medical Sciences,
and bringing RGSSH, IHBAS
and the DSCIunder GTB Hospi-
tal as the leading institution.
The four hospitals are located
close to each other in Northeast
Delhi’s Dilshad Garden area.

Strengthening mental health
services at IHBAS — emulating
the standards set by National In-
stitute of Mental Health and
Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS) —
has also been proposed.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta recently held a meeting
to discuss the proposal, which
was also attended by Health
Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh,
officialssaid. “The mode of gov-
ernance may be autonomousin
nature, similar to AIIMS,” an of-
ficial said, adding the new inte-
grated facility is likely to be
spread across hundreds of acres.

The move is expected toim-
prove access tospecialised treat-
ment and expand scope of
medical education and re-
search. “The objective is to en-
sure hassle-free healthcare facil-
ities for the public, while also
reducing the burden on GTB
Hospital, which currently sees
around 10,000 patients every
day,” a senior government offi-
cial said.

The official added, “Such an
integration would help optimise
faculty, infrastructure and para-
medical resources acrossthein-
stitutes.” Under the proposal,

¢ Key objectives

DECONGEST GTB Hospital

DEVELOP IHBAS on the lines
NIMHANS

OPTIMISE use of 75 acres of
vacant land at IHBAS

ENHANCE medical education,
research, & specialised healthcare
delivery in Delhi

the governmentis also consider-
ing constructing an under-
ground tunnel to allow safe pub-
lic movement between the
hospitals.

GTB Hospital is run by the
Delhi government and is associ-
ated with the University College
of Medical Science (UCMS), Uni-
versity of Delhi; and, therefore,
italsoservesasatrainingcenter
for undergraduate and post-
graduate medical students.

Staff posted here include
doctors from the Central Health
Services cadre as well as the
Delhi government’s non-teach-
ing specialist cadre, officials
said. "This integration plan will
also increase PG seats by bring-

ing together teaching posts
acrossthe hospitals and recruit-
ing more faculty...MBBS seats
will also increase..This could be
easier because of the academic
strength of UCMS and GTB,
which the other hospitals have
struggled to attract so far," said
an official.

RGSSH and the DSCI are so-
ciety-run hospitals with
relatively lesser footfall and
most staff here are hired on a
contractual basis. “Forinstance,
RGSSH hasaround 650 bedsbut
only about 250 are being used.
Most patients goto GTBbecause
of its treatment, out patient de-
partment (OPD) and testing fa-
cilities,” an official pointed out.

The proposal aims to
streamline services and help
distribute patients to hospitals
accordingtotheir specialities. It
will also allow better use of the
infrastructure, staff and land
available at RGSSH, the DSCI
and the IHBAS. “All three hos-
pitals have facilities for
cardiology, pulmonology, gas-
troenterology, nephrology, or-
thopaedics, radiation oncology,
palliative medicine, anaes-
thesia, internal medicine, ENT

and general surgery. However,
several specialities overlap
across these hospitals, leading
to duplication of services and
scattered resources,” an official
said.

Datashared by officials high-
light a sharp difference in pa-
tient load across the three hos-
pitals. The GTB Hospital’s OPD
sees over 14 lakh patients an-
nually, while the inpatient de-
partment (IPD) records around
95,000 admissions. All 28 oper-
ation theatres here are func-
tional. In comparison, the DSCI
sees around 1.27 lakh OPD pa-
tients and about 6,600 IPD ad-
missions, with only two of its
seven operation theatres func-
tional. RGSSH sees around 2.87
lakh OPD patients and about
8,700 IPD admissions, with six
ofits12 operation theatres func-
tional.

Officials said the nearly 650
beds at RGSSH could be dedi-
cated mainly to super-speciality
services. Oncology-related ser-
vices could be centred at the
DSCI. Some departments may
also be reorganised. Moreover,
GTB Hospital’s 40-year-old
building may see upgrades.

‘Can’tbe ablanket ban’> HC on orders to limit stirs at DU

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, March 12

QUESTIONING THE con-
tinued imposition of pro-
hibitory orders against assem-
bly of five or more persons on
the Delhi University campus,
the High Court Thursday repri-
manded the Delhi Police and
sought responses from the po-
lice department, the university
as well as two of its colleges.

A division bench of Chief
Justice D K Upadhyaya and
Justice Tejas Kariawas dealing
with a public interest litigation
(PIL), challenging the legality of
a DU notification dated Febru-
ary 17, which followed orders is-
sued by the police under Sec-
tion 163 of the BNSS (similar to
CrPC section 144), prohibiting

public assembly of five or more
persons, effectively curtailing
demonstrations, protests or
any gatherings on DU’s college
campuses, for a month.

While the DU notification is
set to expire on March 17, the
Delhi Police in Februaryissued
another order, barring “unre-
stricted” assembly of persons
that took effect from February
25 and is valid until April 25.
The notification said, “It has
been observed in the past that
organisers often fail to control
such protests which get unruly
and may expand dispropor-
tionately into huge numbers,
thus creating law and order
situation in the area.”

Notably, following the Feb-
ruary 17 order issued by the of-
fice of the DU Proctor, several

colleges affiliated to it, includ-
ing Kirori Mal College and Dyal
Singh College issued conse-
quential orders “reinforcingthe
prohibition in aggravated
manner,” petitioner Uday Bha-
doria, astudent at Campus Law
Centre, Faculty of Law, has
pointed out in the petition.
Expressing reservations on
“such kind of blanket prohib-
ition”, CJ Upadhyaya, address-
ing the Delhi Police’s counsel,
orally remarked: “There are
some preconditionsthathaveto
be met before passing any order
under BNSS Section 163...Not
only ‘apprehension’ (of a poten-
tial law and order situation), if
you’ve to prevent something
whichisgoingto happen tomor-
row, only then can you use order
under (BNSS Section 163)...We

are clearly of the opinion that
there cannot be a blanket ban
and we are also very doubtful if
CrPC section 144 (BNSS section
163 equivalent) can be used.”

While Bhadoria’s counsels
also sought an interim stay on
the police’s order extending the
restriction atleast until the next
date of hearing on March 25, as
well as the proctor’s February
17 order expiring on March 17,
the court refused, also depre-
cating students’ conduct.

C J Upadhyaya orally re-
marked to the petitioner’s coun-
sels, “Let them (respondent
authorities/varsity) file their af-
fidavit...thisorderhasbeeninef-
fect from February...this liberty
cannot be misused, can you
deny thisfact?Itisonly because
there is Article 19 (2) (citizens’

righttoassembly) thatwe arein-
terfering in the matter, not for
any other reason.

“You have to conduct your-
self appropriately. Why has this
situation come? It is an aca-
demicinstitution, proctorisalso
an academician...why would
they pass such an order? There
must be some reason..we are not
making any comment on the
conduct of the students...See
what happened during the
(DUSU) elections...we have to
balance the situation...we are of
the clear opinion that there can’t
beablanketban and we are also
very doubtful if CRPC section
144 canbeused. But... your con-
duct too cannot be appreciated
atall...Thisorder (of the proctor)
hasoperated for nearly amonth,
let it operate for 10 more days.”

TWO MAJORFIRESIN A DAY
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A huge fire broke out at a slum cluster in Matiala in Southwest Delhi on Thursday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

80 hutsgutted
in major blaze
atslumcluster
in Matiala

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 12

A MAJOR fire broke out in a
cluster ofjhuggis at MansaRam
Park near the fish market in Ma-
tialain Southwest Delhi’s Uttam
Nagar on Wednesday night, gut-
ting around 80 shanties, police
said. No casualties have beenre-
ported in the blaze so far, officers
said.

According to police, a PCR
call reporting the blaze was re-
ceived at Bindapur police sta-
tion at 11:57 pm on Wednesday.
Apoliceteam rushed to the spot
and evacuated residents of the
shanties while alerting the fire
department, officers said.

Around 28 fire tenders were
deployed to the spot and fire-
fighters managed to bring the
blaze under control by around 3
am on Thursday.

This is the second fire re-
ported at the same location
within a week. On March 7, a
similar blaze had broken out at
the site. No loss of life was re-
ported in that incident, follow-
ing which a case was registered
at Bindapur police station, po-
lice said. District administra-
tion officials said a debris clear-
ance drive will be carried out at
thesite soon with the assistance
of the MCD.

‘Better tojump off building
thandie: Noida factory
fire traps 200, 1n]ures 37

Neetika Jha, Drishti Jain
Noida, March12

TEN MINUTES before his shift
ended, Tarun Kumar (23), a mi-
grant worker from Bihar’s
Chapra, was gripped with panic
early on Thursday. Along with
more than 200 night-shift
workers, he was trapped at a
Noida factory when a huge fire
broke out. At least 37 were in-
jured, said officials.

“Around 5:30 am, I rushed
to break the glass... the exits
were hardly accessible due to
the smoke. The glass was so
thick that it could not be
broken...Isawasmall door and
jumped from the third floor,” he
later told The Indian Express at
a hospital where he was ad-
mitted. Many like him sus-
tained injuries not from the
blaze at Capital Power Systems
Limited in Noida’s Sector 4, but
during their bid to escape.

“I thought it was better to
jump than die in the fire. I first
landed on a first-floor balcony
and then jumped again... that
waswhenIlanded ontheroad,”
recollected Dilip Singh (30)
from Etawah, a helper.

“The fire broke out between
5.30 am and 545 am,” an offi-
cial said. The trigger was not
immediately known.

Rajeev Narain Mishra, Ad-
ditional CP (Law and Order),

* ABHINAV SAHA

At the site in Noida on Thursday.

Gautam Buddha Nagar and
Pardeep Kumar, Chief Fire Of-
ficer of the district, said the in-
jured were undergoing treat-
ment at a district hospital and
the Safdarjung Hospital.

“This morning, we were in-
formed thattherewasafireata
factory in Sector 4 that makes
electric meters...,” Mishra said.
“There were around 200-250
people working the night shift
....The fire team..had to break
through glass to get inside and
rescue people. There was heavy
smoke that made rescue oper-
ations difficult.”

Mishra said the magnitude
of fire necessitated a significant
response. “We sent over 30 fire-
fighting vehicles, hydraulic
platforms, and foam tendersto
the spot....Most people ad-
mitted (at the hospitals) are out
of danger.”
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PROUDLY CELEBRATE THE 124TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF
PROF. M. L. SCHROFF, REVERED AS THE FATHER OF MODERN PHARMACY EDUCATION IN INDIA, AS
NATIONAL PHARMACY EDUCATION DAY. Prof. M. L. Schroff was a visionary educationist whose predisposition,
deep understanding, patriotism, and comprehensive vision laid the foundation for structured pharmacy educationin India.
In1937, at BHU, he pioneered the introduction of the first full-fledged three-year B. Pharm course in India, marking a historic
milestone in the professionalization of pharmacy education. His contributions transformed pharmacy from a
trade-oriented practice into ascientific, academic and research-driven profession.
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PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

+  Panel discussion by students on the theme of Pharma Anveshan 2026 *

* Panel discussion featuring experts from the pharmaceutical industry
and academia "

= Principals from Delhi NCR will participate in an interaction meeting

COral and poster presentations by students and PHAHMA ANVESHAN ﬂl”l 13th Marﬂh, 2026

researchers at

Patent and Innovation Showcase highlighting SGT College of Pharmacy, Shree Guru Gobind Singh Tricentenary University

novel ideas and technological advancementss Budhera, Gurugram-Badli Road, Gurugram- 122505, Haryana, India
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About 500 participants (Faculty/Research/Students/Industry/Regulatory/Professional
Association members) from various Institutions in Delhi (NCR) State.

and pharmacy students a very Happy National Pharmacy Education Day.
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Approach JJB to treat minors involved
in over two cases as adults: Golchha

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, March 12

THE CAPITAL has seen a
worrying surge in heinous
crimes — such as murder, at-
tempt to murder, rape and of-
fences under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act — even as the
number of arrests in such
matters has declined, Delhi Po-
lice Commissioner Satish
Golchha flagged recently dur-
ing a key crime meeting, The
Indian Express has learnt.
Intensify efforts to arrest

criminals involved in both hei-
nous and street crimes, identify
and actagainstindividuals who
flaunt weapons on social
media, identify and act against
those who instigate minors,
trace source of firearms and
take action against suppliersin
firing incidents, identify indi-
viduals involved in running il-
legal ‘satta’ or betting oper-
ations - these were among the
slew of directions Golchha is-
sued at the meeting to officers
concerned.

Officers have been asked to
identify juveniles involved in

SLEW OF DIRECTIONS ISSUED AT KEY CRIME MEETING

Top cop tlags rise in heinous crimes in Capital, fewer arrests

e Major concerns

Rate of conversion

of PCR calls to
2 cases: Declinein
North, Rohiniand
Dwarka districts

Snatching cases: Spike in
Eastern Ranges

& Robbery cases:

- Surge in North-East,
Shahdara, South-East

districts

Rape, POCSO cases: Surgein

Central, East, Outer, North-East,

South districts

criminal activities and counsel
them. In cases where juveniles
are involved in two or more of-
fences, district DCPs have been
asked to approach the Juvenile
Justice Board and seek initi-
ation of trial as adults wherever
applicable. Officers have also
been instructed to invoke
provisions under the BNS and

the Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act,
2015, which penalise adults en-
gaging minors in crimes
Thetop cop alsodirected all
district Deputy Commissioners
of Police (DCPs) to devote fo-
cused attention to pending
cases of heinous crimes, and
improve the detection rate for
such incidents. The Special

Commissioner of Police (Law
and Order) Zone-II has been
asked to share information re-
garding the online sale of
switchblade knives on e-com-
merce platforms

District police units have
also been asked to devise strat-
egiesto curbfiringincidentsin
their respective areas. In the di-
rective, Golchhastated, “Those
arrested in firing cases must be
thoroughly questioned to
identify the actual conspirators
behind such incidents, while
beat staff have been tasked with
identifying persons carryingil-
legal firearmsin their areas. Re-
sponsibility of beat staff will
also be fixed in cases of prevent-
able crimes within their beats."

The arrestsin cases of street
crimes —such assnatching, ex-

AS WAR RAGES IN MIDDLE EAST, GOVT ASSURES THERE IS NO SHORTAGE OF COOKING GAS

LPG worry lines lengthenin city

People crowd

LPG dealerships;
some complain of
delays, others seek
backup cylinders
fearing prolonged
war, uncertainty

Neetika Jha
New Delhi, March 12

LONG LINES and restless
crowds continued to form out-
side dealerships and offices of
LPG agencies across several
parts of Delhi on Thursday.

There were impatient
people who had tired of waiting
for the gas they claimed they
had booked several days ago,
nervous people who had PNG
connections but still wanted an
LPG backup, and there were
desperate people who said t
heir kitchens had shut down
because they’d run out of
cooking gas.

Everyone wanted a cylin-
der. The panic and clamour was
greater at gas agencies that
served poorer neighbourhoods.

et i

i

Many say their kitchens had
shut down after they ran out of
gas cylinders. ABHINAV SAHA

The disruption in global
LPG supply chains due to the
war in the Middle East has led
toacrisis —driven, accordingto
the central government, more
by consumer anxiety and poss-
ible hoarding and panic-book-
ing than by any actual supply
shortages.

But the concerns expressed
by those in the queues outside
LPG dealerships appeared real.

At Dikshit Gas Seva, an In-
dane dealership in East Delhi’s
Khichripur, 23-year-old Vikas
refused to leave like many
others — and after a long,
heated argument, managed to
getacylinder.

“Ihad booked online a week
ago. It should have been de-
livered to my house on Mon-

day. I started to come here
every day, and on the fourth
day of visits, I finally got my cyl-
inder,” he said.

Thirty-five-year-old Seema
complained she hadn’t even
been able to book her cylinder
online. “Thave also been trying
tocall the dealership for thelast
two days. I have now come in
person, but I am being told
there is no way other than to
book online,” she said.

An official at the dealership
who gave his name as Satish
claimed daily supply of gas cyl-
indershad “come down to half”
from the day after Holi, which
was celebrated on March 4.

Another official, who gave
hisname as Vinay Kumar, said:
“The number of cylinders has
reduced. There are 2,500 book-
ings pending, and we do not
have enough cylinders.”

Kumar said that the
number of LPG cylinders
reaching the centre every day
had come down from around
600 on average to only around
360. “Meanwhile, as the
number of bookings have piled
up, our server has stopped re-
sponding,” he said.

The Delhi government,
meanwhile, assured that the
supply of LPG, petrol, diesel,

T3

and PNGwas normal acrossthe
NCR, and that there were no
shortages of fuel.

At a dealership in Trilok-
puri, 42-year-old Shabana said
her booking had been con-
firmed on March 5. “Iwaited for
sixdays for a cylinder and then
came to the agency, but I was
told tocomeback another day,”
she said.

AtaBharat Petroleum office
in East Delhi’s Shakarpur, there
was a line for the renewal of
connections. “We are here to
get our KYC done so we can get
a new connection,” said Neha
(32), aresident of Laxmi Nagar.
“Who knows when the PNG
pipeline will run dry? Every-
thing is so uncertain.”

The situation at dealerships
in more affluent South Delhi
colonies was less chaotic. Un-
like in areas of East Delhi, gas
agencies in Green Park and
Moti Bagh did not have long
queues.

Jai Bhagwan Sharma, the
owner of Bharat Gas Agency in
Moti Bagh said: “We cater to
around 6,000 customersinthe
area. We get 115 bookings every
day on average. But today, we
have had 315 bookings within a
few hours. It is because people
are panicking.”

tortion, house theft and motor
vehicle theft — have declined
compared to the corresponding
period last year, he underlined,
said officers privy to the details.

The review also flagged a
decline in the conversion rate
of PCR calls into the cases reg-
istered in North, Rohini and
Dwarka districts, compared to
the corresponding period last
year. District police have been
directed to pay attention to the
issue and ensure that petty
quarrels are addressed at an
early stage so that they do not
escalate into serious offences
and crimes.

Healsonoted anincreasein
robbery cases in North-East,
Shahdara and South-East dis-
tricts and asked the DCPs con-
cerned toanalyse the trend and

/2 Panic-buyingin

Gurgaon, eateries buy
cylinders ‘in black’

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, March 12

EVEN AS Sunil Sareen of a
high-rise in Gurgaon’s Sector
102 said hereceived an LPG cyl-
inder just a day after he placed
the order, and Kundan Lal
Sharma of a residential society
in Sector 21 agreed, the situ-
ation is not the same every-
where in the Millennium City.

In the wake of the ongoing
conflict in West Asia, the work-
ing class is ending up panic-
buying and booking domestic
LPG cylinders. Small eateries
said they are being forced to
either buy commercial cylin-
ders in black or downsize
menus and operational time.
The crisis has also pushed the
demand and price of electric al-
ternatives higher.

At Santosh Gas Agency in
Sarhaul, near Udyog Vihar
Phase 4, customers queued up
on Thursday for notjust getting
bookings done, but with ques-
tionsrelated to the crisis, said its
proprietor. “People are arriving
at agencies out of panic and
looking to buy and book
multiple cylinders at once.
There are some 60 dealers in
Gurgaon and all are facing this
issue. We can deliver 300 cylin-
ders aday, but are getting book-
ings for 900. We have not de-
livered acommercial cylinderin
five days,” said Ritesh Yadav.

A dealer in Sector 46 con-
curs. “Our delivery time hasin-
creased from 24 hours to three
days now. But we expect things
to get better in a day or two.”

Bharat Yadav, president of
the Haryana LPG Dealers As-
sociation, said: “Around 60% of
Gurgaon’s LPGissourced from
abroad. Hence the supply is af-
fected. There is so far no issue
with the delivery of domestic
cylinders, but there is panic
among people. We expect
things to stabilise soon.”

Many who work as do-
mestic helps said they were
booking cylinders fearing stock
would finish soon. They were,
however, informed regarding

the 25-day waiting period.

“Those who want to stock
up are purchasing extra cylin-
dersinblack, for Rs 3,500,” said
aworker in Sector 52.

People are also tappinginto
the black market for commer-
cial cylinders.

Shops ownersin the popular
HUDA marketsinsectors31and
40 admitted they have bought
cylindersinblack tostay afloat.
“Ibought one for Rs 2,300, while
the rate is Rs 1,800,” said the
owner of an eatery operatingin
the Sector 31 market.

Staffers of a restaurant in
the same market said they are
mulling investment in a diesel
bhatti (high-pressure gas
stove). “Our dealer has said that
we can only buy in black. For
now, we have three left. We
have removed tawa roti from
the menu,” a staffer said.

Food outlets are also con-
sidering limiting operation to
peak business hours.

Akshit Behl, growth and in-
vestment head at Khadak Singh
Da Dhaba, said: “None of our
vendors are able to supply com-
mercial cylinders. So we are
switching to electric, to an ex-
tent. For some outlets, we have
started operating only during
the peak hours: 7-10 pm.”

Another restaurant owner
said that some outlets are able
to cover the extra expense after
buying cylinders in black as
they see enough sales.

The suddenrise in demand
for cylinders, meanwhile, has
prompted many to buy induc-
tion cooktops. Users in Gur-
gaon Thursday said these cook-
tops are “out of stock” on quick
commerce apps like Zepto,
Swiggy Instamart and Blinkit.

A staffer at Happy Electric,
Sushant Lok I, said: “We do not
have inductions. But we have
been receiving multiple en-
quiries from customers.”

“At least 20 cooktops are
being sold daily. Prices are ris-
ing. What we used to get for Rs
2,400 is now priced at Rs 3,100
and above,” said Golu Tiwari of
Anjana Electricals, Wazirabad.

take corrective measures. Simi-
larly, a rise in snatching inci-
dentsin the Eastern Range was
highlighted, with the Joint
Commissioner of Police (East-
ern Range) asked to review the
situation and implement
measures to curbsuch offences.

During the review, it was
found that cases of rape and of-
fences under the POCSO Act
have increased in Central, East,
Outer, North-East and South
districts.

The Commissioner further
observed that the working-out
percentage in burglary and
house theft cases in some dis-
tricts is not up to the mark and
directed the concerned officers
to improve detection in such
cases. He also pointed out that
the overall working-out percen-

tage in motor vehicle theft
cases is only around 9%, direc-
ting district police units to step
up action under this category.
In addition, district DCPs
have been directed to ensure
that 100% e-Sakhya documen-
tationisuploaded in cases of e-
property theft and to focus on
improvingthe overall working-
out percentage in such cases.
Senior officers said the de-
partment will continue to moni-
tor the situation closely and
adopt a multi-pronged ap-
proach combining enforce-
ment, community policing, and
legal measures to address the
worryingtrendsin crimesinvol-
ving youth and urban violence.
A query sent to the Delhi Po-
lice spokesperson for a com-
ment did not elicit a response.

THE SUPPLY AND THE DEMAND

HOW HOMES
IN DELHI USE
LPG AND PNG

Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri

DEPENDENCE ON THE GULF

India is the world’s second
biggestimporter of liquified
petroleum gas (LPG). Min-
ister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh
Puri told Parliament on
Thursday that India used to
import approximately 60%
of its requirement of LPG
from Gulf countries such as
Qatar, UAE, Saudi Arabia,
and Kuwait. However, over
the past couple of years, LPG
cargoes are being procured

from the US, Norway, Canada, Algeria, and Russia as well.
Even so, 90% of India's LPG imports continues to be de-
pendent on West Asia and passage through the Strait of Hor-
muz.40% of India’s LPG demand is produced domestically.
On March 8, the government directed all refineries to maxi-
mise LPG yields; in the last five days, LPG production has
increased by 28%, Puri told Parliament.

LPGCONSUMPTIONININDIA
India consumed 33.15 mil-
lion tonnes of LPG last year.
As of July 1, 2025, the total
number of active domestic
LPG consumers in India
stood at 33.05 crore, the gov-
ernment told Parliament in

August
2025. The
(E\ number of
& connec-
tions re-
= leased
under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yo-
jana (PMUY)was 10.56 crore
as of March 10, according to
the PMUY portal.

THE LPG DEMAND IN DELHI
The number of domestic
LPG connections in Delhi
stood at 51.78 lakh ason July
1,2022, according to data
presented by the govern-
ment to Parliament on Au-
gust1,2022.
This in-
cluded
35.41 lakh
“double-
bottle” con-
nections.
As of August 1, 2025, the
total number of PMUY con-
nections in Delhi was
2,59,054, according to data
presented in Parliament on
August 21last year.

Assuming six 14.2-kg cylin-
ders are supplied per year
per domestic connection,
the annual domestic de-
mand in Delhi would work
out to around 3.12 crore cyl-
inders—orabout 26 lakh cyl-
inders per month. This esti-
mate would notinclude the
demand for commercial 19-
kg cylinders that are typi-
cally used by restaurants,
hotels, and eateries. Accord-
ing to industry estimates,
restaurants in Delhi use be-
tween 2 and 6 commercial
cylinders every day.

PIPED GAS INDELHI&NCR
Alarge section of the popu-
lation of Delhi and the NCR
uses piped natural gas
(PNG), supplied by Indra-
prastha
Gas Ltd
(IGL) lines
in housing
societies
and most
well-off
neighbourhoods. Accord-
ingto Delhi government fig-
ures, there were 17.23 lakh
PNG connections in the
Capital as 0of 2025. PNG is
produced by regasifying li-
quified natural gas (LNG),
which India imports mainly
from Qatar, the UAE, the US
and Oman.

LPG supply uncertain, so a Noida restaurant experiments with induction

Veteran chefs are not used to working on these cooktops.
This rhythm is new and the experience is unusual

Drishti Jain
Noida, March 12

ON WEDNESDAY eveningin a
Chinese restaurant in Noida’s
Sector 18, two chefs bent over
the kitchen counter, working
unusually hard to prepare a
relatively simple order of veg-
etable hakka noodles.

The chefsare veterans of the
kitchen - for years, they have
stood in front of the large, roar-
ing flame that is key to produc-
ing great Chinese dishes, their
hands moving in fluid, natural
motions.

What they are not used to is
working with a heated plate,
pressing buttons on the panel
of an induction cooktop. This
rhythm is new, the experience
isunusual, and the chefs move
uncertainly.

“Itis tricky to cook a dish of
noodles when you cannot toss
the vegetables around in the
wok, lifting and moving it over
a superhot flame. As a result,
the vegetables sometimes get
soft and overcooked,” said
Rajak Karikar, who has been a
chef for the past 10 years.

Standing next to Karikar,

another chef advises him ur-
gently to “increase the tem-
perature” of the cooktop.

This is the kitchen of Baby
Dragon, a popular multicuisine
restaurant and bar that de-
scribes itself as a “local favour-
ite since 2005”.

On Tuesday, the restaur-
ant’s kitchen switched from
LPGto cooking with electric de-
vices, itsowner having decided
that he could no longer expect
a steady supply of fuel as the
ripple effects of the war in the
West Asia continue to get
stronger.
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A chef at work inside the kitchen of Baby Dragon in Noida.
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On Tuesday, Baby Dragon
acquired five new induction
cooktops and special cookware
for a total Rs 1 lakh for its
kitchen.

“We need around 1.5-2 cyl-
inders daily, but the supplier
sent word yesterday morning
thatgaswasoutofstockand he
would not be able to supply us
with cylinders. SoIl ordered two
induction cooktops from Ama-
zon and three from a shop in
Karol Bagh, along with utensils
that are suitable for cooking on
induction devices,” said Vicky
Saluja, the 57-year-old owner of
Baby Dragon. “I had no option
but to bite the bullet.”

The introduction of electric
devices in the kitchen has
required Saluja to be extra care-
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ful. “Whatever you cook, keep
in mind that water does not
come in contact with the induc-
tion device,” Saluja instructed
the team working in the
kitchen on Wednesday.

Some Chinese dishes have
been taken off the menu, and
the four chefs are uneasy about
the “rationalisation”. “Chinese
is our specialty, we have to find
some way,” said a chef.

But the show — and meals -
must go on. “We are learning
and adapting,” said chef Satish
Rautela (40), who has been
working at the restaurant for
the past five years.

“It will take 3-4 days to
learn, as cooking on an induc-
tion device is different from
cooking on a stove. There is a

difference when we cook pasta.
Orders that took perhaps 15
minutes to prepare are now tak-
inglonger,” he said.

Karikar said the real test
would come during the week-
end, when the kitchen has to
serve more customers. “The ca-
pacity of the [induction] vessel
is22 litres, so we cannot prepare
large quantities in one go. If 20
kg of potatoes have tobe boiled
for a gravy, we will have todo it
in three batches,” he said.

Saluja said he hopes that
normalcy is restored soon, SO
that he has the option of run-
ningthe kitchen with both LPG
and induction devices. “T have
been calculating the expenses
since yesterday, let’s see how it
pansout.”
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India co-sponsors resolution at UNSC
condemning Iran attacks on Gulf nations

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March12

AS THE conflict in West Asia
rages, India and Pakistan have
been found to be on opposite
sidesofthedivide, but there was
an exception.

New Delhi co-sponsored a
resolution (Resolution 2817) at
the UN Security Council that
condemned the "egregious" at-
tacks by Iran against Gulf Coop-
eration Council countries and
Jordan and demanded immedi-
ate cessation of all attacks by
Tehran while denouncing its
threats of closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. The 15-nation UN Se-
curity Council, currently under
the presidency of the United
States, adopted theresolutionon
Wednesday with 13 votes in fa-
vour, none against and absten-
tions by veto-wielding perma-
nent members China and
Russia.

The 13-0 vote at the UNSC
saw Chinaand Russia —twoIra-
nian allies — abstaining from
Wednesday's vote, allowingit to
be approved.

India co-sponsored the
Bahrain-led resolution along
with over 130 nations including
Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Canada, Egypt, France,
Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan,
Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives,
Myanmar, New Zealand, Nor-
way, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Spain,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates,
UK, US, Yemen and Zambia.

The resolution, which had a
total of 135 co-sponsors, reiter-
ated its strong support for the
territorial integrity, sovereignty
and political independence of
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and Jordan.

It condemned in the strong-
est terms the egregious attacks
by Iran against the territories of
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emiratesand Jordan and deter-
mined that such acts constitute
abreach of international law and
are a serious threat to interna-
tional peace and security.

The resolution demanded
immediate cessation of all at-

tacks by Iran against the GCC
countries and Jordan. It called
upon Tehran to "immediately
and unconditionally” cease from
any provocation or threats to
neighbouring states, including
the use of proxies.

Itreaffirmed that the exercise
of navigational rights and free-
doms by merchant and com-
mercial vessels, in accordance
with international law, must be
respected, particularly around
critical maritime routes, and
takes note of the right of
member states, in accordance
with international law, to "de-
fend their vessels from attacks
and provocations, including
those that undermine naviga-
tional rights and freedoms".

The resolution condemned
any actions or threats by Iran
aimed at closing, obstructing, or
otherwise interferingwith inter-
national navigation through the
Strait of Hormuz, or threatening
maritime security in the Bab Al
Mandab, the strait between
Yemen on the Arabian Penin-
sula and Djibouti and Eritrea in
the Horn of Africa.

‘Bengal loves those who love Bengal':
Mamata message to Governor Ravi

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, March 12

DAYS AFTER describinghimas
“BJP cadre” and warning him
againstrepeating "whathedidin
Tamil Nadu", West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday welcomed newly
sworn-in Governor R N Ravi
with a pointed message: “Bengal
loves those who love Bengal.”

Soon after he was adminis-
tered the oath of office by Cal-
cutta High Court Chief Justice
Sujoy Paul at Lok Bhavan in
Kolkata, Ravi walked up to the
chief minister to greet her and
introduced his wife.

Banerjee presented Raviwith
thetraditional Bengali ‘uttoriya’
(stole) and said: “Please see Ben-
gal... Bengal loves those who
love Bengal.” Ravi described Kol-
kata as the country's cultural
capital and noted that it had

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
congratulates Governor
R N Ravi in Kolkata. paRTHA PAUL

served asthe capital of Indiadur-
ing British rule, adding that he
would keep a close watch on de-
velopments. In a post on X, he
later posted, “I am immensely
blessed and profoundly
humbled to have the opportun-
ity to serve the people of West
Bengal, a great land that has
been the spiritual, intellectual,
and cultural capital of Bharat for
several thousand years...During

critical periods of foreign in-
vasions and occupation, which
systematically threatened our
culture and identity, this land
gave birth to numerous great
persons and divine souls.”

The oath-taking ceremony
at the Sardar Patel Unity Hall
was attended by several senior
officials and leaders, Speaker
Biman Banerjee, Kolkata
Mayor Firhad Hakim, and Left
Front chairman Biman Bose.

However, no senior BJP
leader, including Leader of Op-
position Suvendu Adhikari,
was present at the event.
Sources said that state BJP
chief Samik Bhattacharya and
Adhikari were in Delhi to at-
tend the party's central leader-
ship meeting on West Bengal
Assembly electionsduein a few
weeks. BJP leader Anirban
Ganguly represented the party
at the oath-taking ceremony.

The resolution further con-
demned the attack on residen-
tial areas and civilian centres
and expressed solidarity with
the affected countries and their
people. It called upon Iran to
comply fully with its obligations
under international law, includ-
ing international humanitarian
law, particularly regarding the
protection of civilians and civil-
ian objects in armed conflict.

The UNSC also voted on a
draft resolution submitted by
Russia. The draft text failed tobe
adopted because it did not
garner the nine favourable votes
required. The one-page text
made no mention of Iran, Israel,
the US or the Gulf states — the
countries involved in the conflict
—butsimply urged cessation of
military activities.

It received four votes in fa-
vour (China, Russia, Pakistan
and Somalia), two votes against
(Latviaand the US), and nine ab-
stentions. Many nations called it
hypocritical for Russiato call for
an end to hostilities at a time
when it was waging a war
against Ukraine.

Expertssay dont

diluterulesthat bar
transpersons from
giving blood: Govt

New Delhi: The Centre on
Thursday informed the Su-
preme Court that experts have
opined against dilution of
guidelines that bar trans-
genders, gay men and sex
workers from donating blood.
The Centre told a bench of
CJISuryaKantand Justices Joy-
malyaBagchiand Vipul M Pan-
choli that following the apex
court's direction passed last
May, experts have reconsidered
the issue. "There is a recon-
sidered opinion that if this ban
is diluted, it will be injurious to
others," ASG Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre, said.
The SC was hearing pleas
challenging the 2017 guidelines
that exclude transgender indi-
viduals, men having sex with
men, and female sex workers

| frombeingblooddonors.  PTI

Sightsavers
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laucoma is one of the leading causes of irre-

Kerala ex-minister Sudhakaran quits CPM

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
March12

IN A major setback for the rul-
ing CPI(M), veteran leader and
former two-term minister G
Sudhakaran on Thursday de-
clared that he would contest
the coming Assembly elections
as an Independent.

A prominent CPI(M) leader
from Alappuzha district, the
former four-term legislator will
contest from Ambalappuzha
constituency that he repre-
sented from 2006 to 2016 before
being dropped by the party. Am-
balappuzha is a CPI(M) strong-

c RS

G Sudhakaran says he will
contest the Assembly polls
as an Independent

hold that has elected veterans
suchasVSAchuthanandanand
Susheela Gopalan in the past.
Sudhakaran told the media
in Alappuzha he had quit the

dleens

CPI(M). “I will contest as an In-
dependent candidate in Am-
balappuzha. At the same time,
I have notabandoned the Com-
munist ideology and politics.
For the CPI(M), politics is the
only weapon. I do not have the
support of any party so far. Iwill
not join any other party or will
seek the support of other
parties. Iwill remain a Commu-
nist. I am not going to sur-
render. If anyone attacks me
personally, I will hit back. The
party will perish if the party at-
tacks me personally,” he said.
“My contest will be against
the criminalisation of politics. It
will be a major issue that I will

raise during campaigning,” he
said. Last week, Sudhakaran
said in a Facebook post that he
would not renew his party
membership. Since then, the
CPI(M) reached out to Sudha-
kar to pacify him, but he did not
budge from his stand.

A member of the party since
1967, Sudhakaran was the first
state president and founding
member of the SFI, the stu-
dents’ wing of the CPI(M). While
serving as a minister in the Vi-
jayan government from 2016 to
2021 and the V S Achuthanan-
dan government from 2006 to
2011, Sudhakaran was known
for his fight against corruption.
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DCIL invites applications for the post of
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Executive Director ( Finance )
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01

For detailed advertisernent and submission of online applications,
please visit our website
hitps://www.dredge-india.com/career

Commencement of online Application

18.03.2026 from 10.00 Hrs

Last date for submission of
online application

08.04.2026 till 18.00 Hrs
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RECRUITMENT FOR THE POSITION OF VICE-CHANCELLOR

Search-Cum-5election Committee
NICMAR University Pune

THE SEARCH-CUM-SELECTION COMMITTEE INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE POST OF VICE-CHANCELLOR
AT NICMAR UNIVERSITY, PUNE.

lhe Mational Institute of Construction Maonaogement and Research (MICMAR) is a pioneering orgonisation for the promotion of
education, fraining, research, professionalism, and skill formation af all levels of the construction and other ollied industries. MICMAR
iz an independent, gutonomaous, non-government, nen-profit entity incorporated in India in September 1983 as o Society and o public
lrust. NICMAR established a setf-financed private university, "MICMAR University” ot Pune in 2022, governed by the Maharashirg
Private Universities Act, 20235 (Mah. Act No, VIl of 2024)

MICMAR is in the process of appointing a Vice-Chancellor for NICMAR University, Pune, to leod the university. The Hon'ble President
of the University has constituted a Search-Cum=5election Cammittee, which invitas applications from eminent academicians who fulfil
the gualfications ond experience prescribed under UGC regulations for the past of Vice-Chanceilor.

+ A person possessing the highest level of competence, integety, morals; and institutional commitment 12 1o be appointed oz Vice-Chan
cellor. The person shall be a distinguished academician with a minimum of 10 years of experience as Professor Ina university or in g
reputed research and/or goademic adminkstrative organisation, with proof of having demonstrated academic leadership: and

experience in educational planning and administration ot notional ond international level

& The minmum gualifications and aligibility shall be as par UGC regulahons, detalls of which are available on the NICMAR University
website Howewver, tha Committes reserves the right fo shortlist condidates based on institutional alignment. 1t is desirable that the
applicant is from the Construction/Bullt Enwvicrnment Sector as the Lnivarsity specialises in this field and offers only courses and
programmes related to Construction/Bullt Enviornment Sector,

# The condidate must not exceed &5 years of oge as at the closing dote of this odvertisernent

¢ Applications and nominations from eligible candidates must be submitted through the online form along with cover letter, latest resume
& reguired supporting documents on or before 03 April 2026 at 5:00 P.M. Please follow this link to occess the online form -
hitps://nconnect.nicmor.oc.in/pune/careers

'EYE ON GLAUCOMA

The Silent Thief of Sight and India’s Growing Response

ADVERTORIAL |

abbvie

versible blindness worldwide.

The tragedy? It is detectable.

The solution? Early screening.

That is the message driving a nationwide campaign
led by Sightsavers India in partnership with AbbVie
Therapeutics India Pvt Ltd under the Netra Vasant -
Rural Eye Health Programme.

Because when it comes to vision, prevention is
power.

From Awareness to Action: A 5-State Move-
ment, which began in 2025

The Campaign launched in 2025, began with a mis-
sion to create awareness on Glaucoma among rural
and urban communities of India.

Centred around the theme "Eye on Glaucoma:
Early Detection, Better Protection, " the campaign
travelled across:

m Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

m Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh)
m Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh)
m Bengaluru (Karnataka)

m Patna (Bihar)

Culminating in a National Consultation
in Delhi.

Across:

m 27 screening camps and 6 consultations
m 5,339 individuals screened for glaucoma
m 139 additional outreach camps

M 16,214 individuals screened

m 1,525 cataract surgeries facilitated

m 1,806 spectacles distributed

Through radio campaigns, digital engagement, an
interactive microsite, and on-ground screening kiosks,
the campaign achieved:

M 22.5 million digital impressions
m 2.4 million estimated reach via print coverage

This was not just awareness - it was measurable

action.

Why Glaucoma Demands Urgency

At a national consultation in Delhi held in March 2025,
experts warned that nearly 1.5 million people
become visually impaired or blind due to
glaucoma, with a significant proportion undiag-
nosed until advanced stages.

Dr. Suneeta Dubey, a leading glaucoma specialist,
emphasised that while glaucoma is irreversible, it is
manageable - if caught early.

Challenges identified included!:

M Low public awareness

m Poor treatment adherence

M Limited rural diagnostics

m Shortage of trained glaucoma specialists

m Lack of dedicated national screening programs

The solution?

Move from reactive care to preventive screening.

Leaders across states reinforced the urgency of
collaboration.

Government representatives from Bihar, Madhya

EyeTalk
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Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and Odisha
emphasised policy integration and public-private part-
nerships as critical to reducing preventable blindness.
From Delhi to Bengaluru, a unified message
emerged:
Vision care must move from episodic treat-
ment to systemic prevention.

Looking Ahead
If 2025 laid the foundation, 2026 is about accelerating
impact.

The campaign has already entered its next phase
with sustained public engagement and expanded on-
ground action. Since the beginning of 2026, glaucoma
screening camps have been conducted across multiple
locations, continuing the effort to reach at-risk popula-

tions - particularly individuals above 40 - with timely
screening and referrals.

The first state-level consultation of the year was
successfully held in Ahmedabad on 7 March 2026,
bringing together policymakers, clinicians, public
health experts and media representatives to advance
the glaucoma dialogue in Gujarat.At the consulta-
tion held in Ahmedabad, the panel members empha-
sised the need for stronger public awareness, inte-
gration of glaucoma screening into primary
healthcare and
vision centres, capacity building of eye care personnel,
and improved patient counselling to ensure
adherence to lifelong treatment, alongside greater
collaboration across government, NGOs, academia,
and eye care organisations.

The campaign will culminate this phase with its
second major consultation in Jaipur on 22 March
2026, further strengthening cross-sector collaboration
in Rajasthan.

Because awareness cannot be seasonal; it must be
sustained.

DID YOU KNOW?

m Glaucoma has no early symptoms.

m Vision loss from glaucoma is permanent.

mEveryone above 40 should get periodic eye
check-ups.

CALLTO ACTION BOX
m If you are above 40, schedule an eye examination.
Encourage your family members and staff to do the
same.
Data Snapshot
m Over 12 million Indians are living with glaucoma
m Nearly 1.5 million have already lost their eyesight
because of it
m 9 out of 10 cases remain undiagnosed
mRisk increases significantly after the age of 40
m Vision loss from glaucoma is permanent - but
manageable if detected early
The reason for delayed detection is simple:
Most people do not prioritise routine eye
check-ups.
And glaucoma rarely announces itself.

A Conversation on Partnership and Prevention With:

= Mr. R.N. Mohanty, CEO, Sightsavers India
m Suresh Pattathil, Managing Director & General Manager, AbbVie Therapeutics India Pvt Ltd.

Why is glaucoma such a
pressing public health issue in
India today?

RN Mohanty, CEO of
Sightsavers India: Glaucoma is often
called the “silent thief of sight"
because it progresses without
symptoms until significant vision is lost.
In a country like India, where routine
preventive check-ups are still not a
habit, this makes it particularly
dangerous. With an ageing population
and uneven access to specialist care,
undetected glaucoma can quietly
contribute to irreversible blindness,
especially ~ among  vulnerable
communities.

Suresh Pattathil, Managing
Director & General Manager,
AbbVie Therapeutics India Pvt
Ltd. Glaucoma represents a
significant but under-recognised burden
within non-communicable diseases. Its
asymptomatic progression makes it
particularly challenging from a public
health management perspective. As a
healthcare company, we see a clear
need to prioritise structured screening,
awareness and earlier risk identification
to reduce preventable vision loss at
scale.

What makes early detection so
critical in preventing blindness?

RN Mohanty, CEO of
Sightsavers India: Vision lost to
glaucoma cannot be restored, but it can
be preserved if detected early. The
challenge is that people do not
experience warning signs in the initial
stages. That is why proactive screening,
especially for those above 40, is
essential. Early detection allows timely
treatment and monitoring, preventing
progression to avoidable blindness.

Suresh Pattathil, Managing
Director & General Manager,
AbbVie Therapeutics India Pvt
Ltd. : From a clinical standpoint,
glaucoma-related vision loss s
irreversible. The only effective strategy is
timely diagnosis and sustained
management. Early detection reduces
long-term disease burden, lowers
treatment complexity and improves
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quality-of-life outcomes. Supporting
preventive screening aligns with our
broader commitment to advancing
patient outcomes through early
intervention.

What brought Sightsavers
India and AbbVie India together
for this campaign?

RN Mohanty, CEO of
Sightsavers India: The partnership is
rooted in complementary strengths.
Sightsavers India brings decades of
experience in community-based eye
health, including our Rural Eye Health
Programme, which is present across 10
states and more than 100 districts. This
gives us deep grassroots reach, trusted

community networks and
implementation scale within public
systems.

At the same time, corporate partners
bring visibility, strategic resources and
the ability to elevate glaucoma within
mainstream health conversations.
When development expertise in last-
mile delivery combines with corporate
leadership and investment, it creates
both scale and sustainability

Suresh Pattathil, Managing
Director & General Manager,
AbbVie Therapeutics India Pvt
Ltd. : As a corporate organisation,
we aim to invest in high-impact CSR
initiatives  that are scalable,
measurable and aligned with
national health priorities. Partnering
with an experienced implementation
organisation allows us to translate
strategic investment into structured
on-ground action

How does this collaboration
go beyond awareness into
measurable impact?

RN Mohanty, CEO of
Sightsavers India: Awareness is
only the first step. This collaboration
is structured around screening
numbers, suspected case
identification, referral completion
and linkage with government
facilities. By embedding camps
within public health centres and
strengthening referral pathways, the
initiative ensures that people
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identified at risk are connected to
continued care translating outreach
into tangible health outcomes.

Suresh Pattathil, Managing
Director & General Manager,
AbbVie Therapeutics India Pvt
Ltd. Awareness  creates
conversation, but impact comes when
the private sector steps in with
sustained engagement. By supporting
structured, city-level implementation
and aligning with public health
priorities, we are contributing to a
broader ecosystem where preventive
eye health is consistently prioritised -
not only during campaigns but as
part of ongoing healthcare dialogue.
Responsible CSR is about long-term
engagement, credibility and shared
accountability, and this partnership
is designed with that continuity in
mind.

If you had one message for
families with members above
40, what would it be?

RN Mohanty, CEO of
Sightsavers India: If there is one
thing | would emphasise from years
of working in eye health, it is this: do
not wait for symptoms. Glaucoma is
silent, and by the time vision is
affected, the loss is permanent.

For every family with members
above 40, make an annual
comprehensive eye examination a
non-negotiable health habit just like
checking blood pressure or sugar
levels. Encourage your parents and
elders to prioritise it, accompany
them if needed, and treat preventive
eye care as a shared family
responsibility.

Suresh Pattathil, Managing
Director & General Manager,
AbbVie Therapeutics India Pvt
Ltd. : As families, we routinely plan
for financial security and regular
health check-ups, and eye health
deserves the same attention. A
simple  comprehensive  eye
examination after the age of 40 can
make a lasting difference in
preserving independence and quality
of life.
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Out of House,
Out of Mind
CONGRESS MPHibi Eden
and seven other INDIA bloc
MPs, who have been
suspended for the entire
Budget Session for “unruly
behaviour”, have been pro-
testing outside Parliament
for the past several days. On
Wednesday, Eden gota
chance to convey his frus-
tration to Prime Minister
Narendra Modiwhowasin
Kochitoinaugurate the
goldenjubilee celebrations
of All Kerala Dheevara
Sabha, an organisation of
Dheevara community, a
fishing caste group. Seeing
Eden atthe event,the PM
asked why he was notin the
Capital to attend the Parlia-
mentsession. Eden, who
travelled to Kerala for aday
totake partinthe function,
said: “You have suspended
me, Sir... wapas liya nahi
(haven’t taken me back).”

Speaker among
‘Chaudharys’

SPEAKER OM Birla, while
calling out names of
ministers for tabling papers,
called Union Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal as “Arjun Ram
Chaudhary”.Lookingata
stunned Meghwal, who was
tolay the business papersin
place ofhis colleague Tok-
han Sahu, Birlarealised his
mistake. “Sorry... Chaudha-
ryon ke beech mein rehte
hainna (Istay among
Chaudharys),” the Speaker
said, triggeringawave of
laughter in the House.

Dentin ties?

A MINOR car mishap
became thetalking point
among Congress MPs in Par-
liament on Thursday as sen-
ior Congressleader KC Ve-
nugopal’s four-wheeler
brushed former Union min-
ister Anand Sharma’s parked
car on the premises. Sharma,
whowasssitting in the car,
escaped unhurt. Though Ve-
nugopal was not presentin
hisvehicle at the time of the
incident, Congressleaders
were heard joking about how
the car mishap involving the
twoleaders, who are not very
fond of each other, may dent
theirrelations further.

What’s brewing?

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari, Aam Aadmi Party MP Raghav Chadha and others in Parliament on Thursday. pri

Bid on Farooq
life a matter of
greatconcern:

NaddainRS

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 12

THE CENTRE Thursday said
the murderous attack on Fa-
rooq Abdullah is a matter of
great concern, adding that all
necessary steps will be taken to
ensure his security. Leader of
the House and Union Minister
JPNaddasaid the government
is taking the assassination bid
with utmost seriousness.

Thiswasinreply to Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge’s alle-
gation that there seemedtobea
conspiracy to kill Abdullah,
blaming revocation of J&K’s
statehood for the incident.
Nadda said a thorough probe is
beingconducted toascertainthe
motive of the arrested assassin
and to prevent any such security
lapse in the future. He said:
“Reachinga conclusion thatthis
happened because (J&K) was
not given statehood... and mak-
ing allegations that there isina
way aconspiracy being hatched
tokill him...is condemnable.”

Also, Opposition members
slammed the Centre for replac-
ing MGNREGA with the Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
Act-VB-GRAMG.Inthe Upper
House, Congress MP Shaktisinh
Gohil said: “...MGNREGA gave
jobs to poor people in villages...
now you say the states will give
money (for the scheme under
VB-G RAM G). From where will
the states get money?”

Congress MP Imran Pratap-
garhi said, “...You want to end
MGNREGA by putting the
burden on the states.”

‘A DECLINE DESPITE RISING URBANISATION’

House panel sounds alarm
as urban development
budget hits five-year low

Damini Nath
New Delhi, March 12

APARLIAMENTARY Standing
Committee Thursday flagged
the decreasing share of alloca-
tions for the Ministry of Hous-
ingand Urban Affairs (MoHUA)
to the lowest in five years, at
1.6% of the 2026-2027 Budget
Estimates (BE), at a time when
urbanisation is increasing.

The Standing Committee
on Housing and Urban Affairs,
chaired by Magunta Sreeniva-
sulu Reddy, presented its report
onthe Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs’ Demands for
Grants (2026-2027) in the Lok
Sabha Thursday.

The Committee noted that
“despite increasing urbanisa-
tion and rising demand for
housing, water supply, sanita-
tion and urban transport, the
Ministry’s relative share in the
Central Budget has declined
and its projections are routinely
curtailed at the approval stage
exceptin FY 2025-26.”

While the total outlay of the
Union government has in-
creased from Rs 39.44 lakh
crore in 2022-2023 to Rs 5347
lakh crore in 2026-2027, the
Ministry’s share has not in-
creased proportionately, the re-
portsaid. In fact, the Ministry’s
share has gone down from
1.94% of the Budget in 2022-
2023t01.6%in2026-2027 —the

Urban development budget

Year Eotinatos

12022-23 ' 76,549.46 cr
20232 ' 76,43160 cr
12024-25 ' 82,576.57 cr
202526 196,777.00 cr
1202627 85,522.39cr
*AsonFeb20

lowest in five years.

“Further, against the pro-
jected outlay of Rs 97,644.51
crore for 2026-27, the approved
Budget Estimate is Rs 85,522.39
crore, reflecting a reduction of
Rs12,122.12 crore (12.41%). The
Committee also note that such
reductions between projected
outlay and approved Budget
Estimates have been persistent
over the years i.e. 22.82% in
2022-23,11.52% in 2023-24 and
17.25% in 2024-25, with the only
exception being the year 2025-
26,” the report said.

The Committee noted that
persistent gaps between the
projected outlay and the budget
allocations were linked to the
utilisation of funds. The com-
mittee said the gap between the
BE, Revised Estimates (RE),
and Actual Expenditure had

5720378 cr

(NumbersinZ)

Revised Actual
Estimates expenditure
\7454564cr | 7410767 cr
169,27072cr | 68,796.61cr
63,66993cr | 53,258.86¢r
| 40,96762cr*

“widened significantly in re-
cent years”.

“While utilisation remained
closeto RE in2022-23 and 2023-
24, the position deteriorated in
2024-25 and 2025-26. In 2025-
26,the BE 0f Rs 96,777 crore was
sharply reduced at RE stage to
Rs 57,203.78 crore (a reduction
of nearly 40%). The actual ex-
penditure as on 20.02.2026
stands at Rs 40,967.62 crore,
which is only 71.62% of RE im-
plying that nearly 28.38% of the
revised allocation is to be spent
in the last 39 days of the finan-
cial year,” the report said.

The Committee recom-
mended that the Ministry
adopt amorerealistic mechan-
ism to come up with budget es-
timates and to present a time-
bound plan for increasing its
share in the Union Budget.

NCTE wants school education dept’s presence in key panel

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 12

THE NATIONAL Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE) is
learnt to have told a joint com-
mittee of Parliament that the De-
partment of School Education
and Literacy (DoSEL) should
have a presence in the higher
education commission that will
beset upunder the Viksit Bharat

Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA)Bill.

The NCTE is learnt to have
suggested that the DoSEL’s role
be defined in VBSA, since the
Department is a major stake-
holder in teacher education. A
31-member joint panel of Parlia-
ment, which is considering the
Bill, met representatives of the
NCTE, the University Grants
Commission (UGC), the All
India Council for Technical Edu-

cation (AICTE), and the Council
of Architecture Thursday.

The Bill, introduced in the
winter session of Parliamentand
then referred to the commiittee,
effectively seeks to merge the
UGC,NCTE, and AICTE, and set
up an umbrella body with three
councils that will perform regu-
latory, standard-setting, and ac-
creditation functions for higher
education. TheBillisinline with

the NEP 2020, which recom-
mendsasingle higher education
regulator.

The NCTE is learnt to have
told the joint committee that
the DoSEL should have a pres-
ence in the VBSA (the higher
education commission), to en-
sure quality of teacher educa-
tioninstitutions. It has said that
this will strengthen the coher-
ence between teacher prepara-

tion and enhancing learning
outcomes of students, which is
the mandate of the DoSEL. The
joint committee, with D Puran-
deswari as the chairperson, is
likely to presentitsreport onthe
Bill in the last week of the mon-
soon session of Parliament.

Introduced in winter session,
Opposition MPs had objected to
the Bill saying that it could lead
to “excessive centralisation”.

Birla: Rules apply to

i all, no MP can speak

any time on any thing

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 12

RETURNING TO the House a
day after the motion toremove
him from office was defeated,
Lok SabhaSpeaker Om Birlaon
Thursday sought toemphasise
that freedom of speech in Par-
liamentis guaranteed, but sub-
ject to the Constitution, rules
and standingordersregulating
its procedure. Birla said it was
incumbent on everyone from
the Prime Minister and his Cabi-
net colleaguesto Membersofthe
Oppositiontofollow these rules.

Healsonoted thatthe House
had spent12hoursdebatingthe
resolutiontoremove him —the
third such motion of its kind in
the history of the nation — in-
stead of conducting official
business, proposing that the
hours of its functioning be in-
creased for the remainder of its
scheduled sittings to compen-
sate for the lost time.

“I listened carefully and at-
tentively to every Honourable
Member. I sincerely thank all
Members of this House,
whether they expressed their
views in support or offered sug-
gestions through criticism. This
is the essence of democracy:
every voice is heard and every
viewpoint holds value,” he said.

Responding to the broader
concerns raised over his official
conduct, Birlasoughttoaddress
each point, especially in relation
toopportunities for Membersto
speak, clarifying that all MPs

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birlain
Parliament on Thursday. Ani

must follow procedures. “Some
Membersbelieve that the Leader
of the Opposition may stand at
any time and speak on any sub-
ject of their choice as a special
privilege.Iwish toclarify thatthe
House functions according to
the rules framed by the House.
These rules apply equally to
every Member,” he said.

“The rules according to
which the House runshave been
made by the House itself, not by
the government or the Opposi-
tion. I have inherited these
rules... When the Prime Minister
or ministers want to speak on a
matter of public importance,
they (too) have to seek agree-
ment from the Speaker. A notice
hastobegiven,” he said.

In response to allegations
that microphones of Opposition
Members were switched off by
the Chair, Birla sought to clarify
that “the Chair does nothave any
button to switch microphones
on or off”. “The system in the
House activates the microphone
only of the Member who has

been granted permission to
speak,” he said.

“This Chair does not belong
toany person. Itisasymbol of In-
dia’s democratic traditions, the
spiritof the Constitution and the
prestige of this great institution.
My predecessors strengthened
thedignity and traditions of this
House, and it is my constant en-
deavour to ensure that its pres-
tige continues to grow.”

Responding to concerns re-
gardingrespect forwomen MPs,
Birlasoughttounderscore “deep
respect for all women
Members”. “My endeavour has
alwaysbeentoensure thatevery
woman Member gets the oppor-
tunity to speak in this House.
During my tenure, every woman
Member, including first-time
MPs, hashad the opportunity to
express her views,” he said.

Seekingtonegate claimsthat
Opposition Members were not
given adequate opportunity in
debates, Birla cited data related
to proceedings from recent Lok
Sabhas, adding that despite
speaking time being viewed in
proportion to numerical
strength, Opposition MPs have
“oftenreceived moretime” than
allocated during major debates.

“Ifrequently extend thetime
allotted for debates and Zero
Hour so that more Members can
express their views,” he said,
evenas hecriticised the “disrup-
tive behaviour” in the House -
especially sloganeering, display-
ingplacards, tearing papersand
approaching the Well.

Fuel crisis & US ‘influence’: Opp,
Govtlock hornsin LS yet again

Deeptiman Tiwary
& Jatin Anand
New Delhi, March 12

THE LOK Sabha on Thursday
witnessed stormy scenes after
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi raised allegations
against Union Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas Har-
deep Singh Puri while speaking
on the country’s energy crisis.

Gandhi had given notice to
speak ontheenergy crisisarising
from the warin West Asia. Begin-
ninghisspeecharound4 pm, he
warned that the conflict invol-
ving the United States, Israel and
Iran could have “far-reaching
consequences” for India’s
energy security. Referringtothe
disruptions around the Strait of
Hormuz, he said the situation
could severely affect India be-
causealarge portion ofitsoiland
natural gas imports move
through the route.

“The pain has just started,”
Gandhi said, adding that there
wasalready anxiety around LPG
supply. He accused the govern-
ment of allowing the US to “in-
fluence” India’s decisions on
buying oil. “I do not say this
lightly, but allowingthe UStode-
cide who we buy oil, gas from...
whether we buy oil from Russia
ornot, whether our relationship
with different oil suppliers can
bedecided by us, thisiswhat has
been bartered," he said.

After a few minutes, Gandhi
shifted his remarks to the “oil
minister”. Hardeep Puri wassit-

LoP Rahul Gandhi wears Konyak
Naga ornaments, Thursday. pri

ting in the House.

Gandhi’s remarks triggered
protests from the Treasury
benches, with ministers Kiren
Rijiju, Piyush Goyal, Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, Arjun Ram
Meghwal and Pralhad Joshi ob-
jectingto the claims. Birla inter-
vened, reminding Gandhi that
hehadbeen allowed tospeakon
the LPG crisis and could not
raise unrelated issues.

When Gandhi continued to
speak, Birla stopped him and
asked Puritoreply on the energy
situation. This prompted the
Congress members to storm
into the Well of the House and
raise slogans. As Puri spoke
aboutthe government’s stepsto
deal with energy pressures, the
Congress MPs continued their
slogans. After a few minutes,
Gandhi left the House.

When Puri finished his
speech, Birlaaddressed the pro-

testing members. “The LoP had
given a notice to speak on the
LPGissue. But he started speak-
ing on other issues. This is not
the way,” he said.

Soon after, Birla left the
House and BJP MP Jagdambika
Pal took the Chair. The commo-
tion, however, continued.

As Pal requested the
members to take their seats,
Congress MPK C Venugopal was
seenanimatedly makinga point
to the Chair. Pal said he would
allow Venugopal to speak if he
asked the Congress membersto
return to their seats. Venugopal
gestured tothe Memberstoleave
the Well and they did. Pal then
said BJP MP Nishikant Dubey,
who had given a notice, would
speak first, after which Venugo-
palwould be allowed. The move
appeared to have caught Venu-
gopal by surprise.

Dubey launched a sharp at-
tack on the Congress, calling
Gandhi the “leader of propa-
ganda” and accusing him of re-
ceiving funds from a foreign
philanthropist for the Bharat
Jodo Yatra. He also alleged that
Congress MPshad been “having
a picnic” at Makar Dwar while
protesting over LPG prices and
went on to accuse the Gandhi
family of creating Pakistan. With
Opposition members protesting
again, Pal adjourned the House
for 10 minutes at 4.50 pm.

Venugopal appeared visibly
upset as he did not get a chance
tospeak. Hedid not returnwhen
the House reconvened at 5 pm.

.0 RENEWED ‘LEGACY COMPETITION’ AHEAD OF BAHUJAN SAMAJ PARTY FOUNDER KANSHI RAM’S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY ON MARCH 15

‘Kiske Kanshi Ram?’: UP parties vie for BSP founder’s legacy as 2027 polls loom

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, March 12

WITH THE birth anniversary
of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
founder Kanshi Ram, March 15,
just days away, a familiar but
politically loaded question is
resurfacing in Uttar Pradesh’s
discourse: “Kiske Kanshi Ram
(whose is Kanshi Ram)?”
From the Congress to the
Samajwadi Party (SP) to Dalit
leader and Aazad Samaj Party
(Kanshi Ram) Chandrashekhar
Azad, and the BSPitself, almost
every political formationinthe
state is seeking to invoke the
legacy of theleader, whoisseen
to have reshaped Dalit politics
in north India. The renewed
competition comes as parties
recalibrate their outreach to
Dalits ahead of the 2027 Uttar

Pradesh Assembly elections.
The latest entrant in this
jostle is LoP Rahul Gandhi. In-
creasingly vocal on issues such
as caste census, reservation and
socialjustice, Gandhi isexpected
to invoke Kanshi Ram’s legacy
during his outreach in
Lucknow on March 13.
Congress leaders say
the effort is part of a
broader attempt by the
party toreconnect with
the Dalit support base it once
commanded before the rise of
the BSP. “For the Congress, in-
voking Kanshi Ram carries par-
ticular significance. The party
lost a large portion of its tradi-
tional Dalit supportin Uttar Pra-
desh after the rise of the BSP in
the 1990s. Gandhi’s outreach —
centred on social justice, caste
census and representation — is

L.

widely seen as an attempt to re-
claim some of that political
space,” a Congress leader said.
The symbolism is not acci-
dental. Kanshi Ram’s slogan —
“Jiski jitni sankhya bhari, uski
utni bhagidari (the greater a
group’s population, the
greater its share (in power
or representation)” — mir-
rors the language Gandhi
has been using while ad-
vocating social justice, a
caste census, and proportional
representation, especially his
“jitni abaadi, utna haq (Rights
proportional to numbers)” slo-
gan. Congressleaders pointed out
that the party had launched a
campaign among Scheduled
Castes (SCs) on Kanshi Ram’s
birth anniversary two years ago.
This year, Gandhi is expected to
markthe occasion by interacting

More than 50 influential politicians in UP today, including MPs and
MLAs were at some point associated with Kanshi Ram. riLe

with the party’s Dalit leaders as
well asrepresentatives fromsocial
sectors and intellectual circles.
Similarechoescanbeseenin
the political messaging of the SP.
Kanshi Ram’sidea of the “Bahu-
jan” social coalition is often com-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

pared to the SP’smore recent for-
mulation of Pichhda, Dalit, Alp-
sankhyak (backward, Dalit, mi-
norities) plank, which yielded
rich dividends in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. The party hopes
thatits PDA plank will help con-

solidate votesinits favour ahead
of the Assembly elections.

“Kanshi Ram spoke of the
“Bahujan” — abroad alliance of
Dalits, Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) and minorities. Today,
SP’s PDA formulais widely seen
as drawing from the same social
arithmetic Kanshi Ram articu-
lated,” said an SPleader.

Partyleadersalso say Kanshi
Ram’s legacy remains relevant
even for parties such as the SP
despite past political friction.
During earlier SP governments,
there were allegations that insti-
tutions named after Kanshi Ram
had been renamed. Yet the in-
fluence of the social coalition he
envisioned continues to shape
political strategies. On March 15,
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav planned
events in Lucknow.

A total of 84 Assembly seats

New Delhi

of thestate’s403 are reserved for
SCs. In the 2022 polls, the BJP
won 58 of these seats while the
SP 16 while the Congress failed
to win even a single of these
seats. Of the state’s80 Lok Sabha
seats, the BJP won eight of the
state’s17 SC-reserved seats while
the Congress won one. The SP
emerged victorious in seven.
Meanwhile, BSP chief Maya-
wati is expected to observe the
anniversary on March 15
through party programmes,
while Azad islikely tohold arally
around the anniversaryin Agra.
Each of these initiatives re-
flectsan attempt to connect with
Kanshi Ram’s ideological and
social base — particularly Dalits
and other marginalised groups.
The scramble for the BSP
founder’s legacy is striking as
Kanshi Ram had sharply criti-

cised most mainstream politi-
cal parties during his lifetime,
positioningthe BSPasaninde-
pendent vehicle for Bahujan as-
sertion. Yet decades later,
leaders across these very
parties are invoking his ideas
and political symbolism.
Onereason forthisliesinthe
wide network of leaders who
once worked with Kanshi Ram.
According to a Congress leadet,
more than 50 influential politi-
ciansin Uttar Pradesh today, in-
cluding MPs, MLAs and min-
isters, were at some point
associated with Kanshi Ram or
the Bahujan movement hebuilt.
Amongthem are Brajesh Pathak
of the BJP, Ram Achal Verma
and Lalji Verma, as well as Na-
seemuddin Siddiqui. Othersin-
clude former Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress president Brij Lal Khabri.
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fﬁ?‘ﬁ\"h NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY
8 AND JUDICIAL ACADEMY, ASSAM

S ) (ESTABLISHED BY ASSAM ACT NO_XXV OF 2005}

TR I LAl HAJO ROAD, AMINGAON, GUWAHATI-781031

Advt No. NLUJAAESTT/FIRECRUITMENT/UFS/2026/001 Date:11.03.2026
RECRUITMENT NOTICE

National Law University and Judicial Academy, Assam invites

applications for the following Regular/Permanent positions:

51, No Mame of the post No. of posts|Reservation
1 Professor of Law 0z UR
2 | Associate Professor of Law 04 SC(01),URI03)
1 UR{PwD),
3 | Assistant Professor of Law 02 01 (UR)
4 Assistance Professor of 01 01 (UR)
Political Science

Last Date for receipt of Application: 30.04.2026

For further details, minimum qualihcations, experience and
application form please visit www.nluassam.ac.in.
Sd/- Registrar

COEP TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

Shivajinagar, Pune - 411 005

A Unitary Public University of Government of Maharashtra)l

Tel: 020-2550 FO00/09 weebsite : www,. coeptech.ac.in

Mon-Vacation “Tenured Associate & Assistant Professors”
on 3-Years tenure (Purely Contract) basis and
Contractual Assistant Professors on 11 - months basis
across various Departments of the University

COEP Technological University Fune invites applications from
dynamic, eligible and qualified candidates with passion
towards research and academics lo work as Non-Vacation
“Tenured Associate & Assistant Professors”, on 3-Years tenure
(Purely Contract) basis on dying positions and Contractual
Assistant Professors on 11-months basis in the various
Departments in the University. Please wvisit University website
{(www.coeptech.ac.infrecruitment) for requirements, qualifications,
experience and other details under “Career” tab. Reservation policy
as per norms will be followed in recruitment process.

Allinterested candidates are requestad to visit tha University websita
for details and submit an online application form and send the
print copy of the same to the University to the specified address on or

before 15" April 2026 up to 5.00 pm. sd/-
Registrar
Date: 13" March 2026 COEP Technological University Pune

SH. JITENDRA PRATAP SINGH
Special Judge, NDPS Act.
Room No.35, P. Building
Patiala House Courts
New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 84 BNSYS)
SC No. 252/2018

NCB Vs Brayton Nicholaus Lyimo

Whereas complaint has been made before me that Brayton Nicholaus Lyimo
S/O Sh. Nicholaus R/O Mwajuma Ramadhan Saghaha, D-145, Ist Floor,
Kh.No.09/18 Chandra Vihar Extension, Delhi-41, have committed (or
suspected to have committed) the offence punishable under section 8C/21 of
NDPS Act 1985.1t has been returned to a warrants of arrest there upon issued
that the said Brayton Nicholaus Lyimo S/O Sh. Nicholaus cannot be found
and whereas it has shown to my satisfaction that the said Brayton Nicholaus
Lyimo S/O Sh. Nicholaus has absconded. (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the warrant)

2) Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on the day of 27-04-2026.

Sd/xxxx

Special Court, NDPS Act

Patiala House Courts
CbC 19126/11/0162/2526 New Delhi

P totta tivarm it vd fefre s (fite)

e R e O (e, TERe Ul 34 A, e BeER)
Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering & Technology (CIPET)

{Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals & Ferifizers Govt. of India)

ENGAGEMENT OF VARIOUS MANPOWER FOR LIMITED OR FIXED

PERIOD ON CONTRACT BASIS AT CIPET, RAIPUR & KORBA

Advertisement No: CIPETIPTIRPRHOC_MP/08 Date : 12.03.2026

Ceniral Institule of Petrochemicals Enginesnmg & Technology (CIPET) was establishedin
1966 by Government of India with the assstance of United Mations Development
Programme {UNDP) at Chennai CIPET operates frormvariows focations spread-across the
couniry 10 catar the naads of tha Polymer and allied industries, CIPET, Raipur invilas on-
line applications from ehgible candidates for engagement of various contraclual
manpower for CIPET, Raspur & Korba as per the detads gvan besow-

g ) Remuneration Salary No, of
Ho. Manpower requirement Range per Month positions
1, |Assistant Professor [Chemistry) Rz 35 000 1o 40 D000- i Mo
2 ﬁ;t;a{::;lzﬁessnr [Plaskcs Enginesring s 150001 10 40,0000 N
3. | Assistani Profeszor (Mechanical) Fis. 35 000 1o 40,0000- 1 Mo,
4, |Lechurer (Plastics Engineering & Technologyl | R 20, 000% (o 35,000 7 Mo,
5, | Lechrer (lecrica & Ekcironics R 30,000 o 35 D00 1o
. Leclwﬁr-ipr};caj Rs EJJ..IZ.r.’JIJ.i- 11 E.I}Ii[l.'- .‘- Mo,
7. |Lechurer (Mathematcs) R=. 30,0000 to 35,000 1 No.
8. | Irstructor {Skil Development) A5, 250000 to:30,000- ? Mo
§. | Placament Consuliant Consolidated up to Rs: 40.000-| 1 Mo

For detaded information on aligibility critaria, educational qualifications & axparenda,
general terms and condiions and apphication form eic, please visd our websile
wiaw.cipat.gov.in.

Candidales may submil their apphcation in online mode by logging info the link
hitps:icbtexam.co.infcipet-raipur/

CIPET, Raipur reserves the right to cancel the recrultmant process al any stage without
assigning any reason,

Date of opening link: 12/03/2026  Date of closing of the link: 01/04/2026
Principal Director & Head

AXIS( FINANCE LIMITED

CIN U65921MH1995PLC212675)
Axis House, C-2, Wadia International Centre, Pandurang Budhkar
Marg, Worli, Mumbai — 400 025

VN

AEIS FINARNCE

APPENDIX IV
[See Rule 8(1)]
SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE
(For immovable property)
[As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002]

Whereas,
The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Axis Finance Limited (AFL),
under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of Powers conferred under Section
13 (12) read with the Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
issued a demand notice dated 29 December, 2025 calling upon the Borrower(s)
/ Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) (1) RAM DARESH MAHTO and (2) SANJU both at
K-317, GALI NO-6 PREM NAGAR-2, KIRARI SULEMAN NAGAR, SULTANPURI
C BLOCK, NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI — 110086 who have mortgaged the
immovable property more particularly described hereunder to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice i.e. INR. 35,15,486/- (Rupees Thirty Five Lakh Fifteen
Thousand Four Hundred and Eighty Six Only) due as on 05.12.2025 with further
interest at the contractual rate thereon till the date of payment within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) having failed to repay the amount,
notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section
13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002 on this 10t day of March of the year 2026. The Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s)
/ Mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of the Axis Finance Limited for an amount of INR. 35,15,486/- (Rupees
Thirty Five Lakh Fifteen Thousand Four Hundred and Eighty Six Only) due
as on 05.12.2025and further interest thereon at the contractual rates together with
costs, charges, etc. of Axis Finance Ltd until the full payment or realization in full.
The Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) / Mortgagor(s) attention is invited to provisions of
sub section (8) & sub section (13) of section 13 of the said Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
PROPERT BEARING NO. K — 317 (MEASURING 58.52. SQ. MT. (70 SQ. YDS.
APPROX.) OUT OF KHASRA NO. 1211, SITUATED AT COLONY PREM NAGAR,
K BLOCK, GALI NO. 6, NANGLOI, VILLAGE KIRARI SULEMAN NAGAR,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI - 110086.

And Boundaries of the House/Plot:

EAST - 15 FT. ROAD
WEST - OTHERS PLOT
NORTH - OTHERS PLOT
SOUTH - 15 FT. ROAD

Date: 10.03.2026 Authorized Officer
Place: Delhi Axis Finance Ltd.

PM - KISAN : Government of India’s Commitment to Farmer’s Prosperity
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Transfer of more than ¥18 thousand 640 crore directly into the Bank Accounts of
above 9 crore 32 lakh farmers under 22" instalment of PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi

by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi

(T 5:00PM | s}vuti-nlshnu International Cultural Centre, Khanapara, Guwahati, Assam

Hrd

13 March 2026 |

,, Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Scheme \

Samman Nidhi of over One of the world’s largest
24 lakh 9 thousand crore Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
transferred to farmers so far schemes

6000 annual assistance
to farmers

Over 85% beneficiaries of One woman beneficiary
PM-Kisan are small and in every 4 beneficiaries
marginal farmers of PM-Kisan

Unprecedented Achievements in Agriculture in last 12 years

@ | With 150+ million tonnes, India became the world’s largest rice producer A) Procurement of wheat, paddy, cotton, pulses and oilseeds at MSP
country. - worth over 26 lakh crore.

W e ’%I'“"t Released fertilizer subsidy of ¥15 lakh 50 thousand crore, ensurin
%%}} | (RN WSIclon s TN IE NS Tes TV T || (R | iy availabiltyofferilerstothefarmersataffordablepries.

o | Horticulture production increased frum 277 million tonnes to 369 million o= | Agricultural credit flow increased from 28 lakh 45 thousand crore to
tonnes. Also, India became world's largest producer of mango, guava, == | ¥28lakh69thousand crore, providing impetustothe rural economy.
- mangosteen, banana and papaya in the world.
W | Procurement of tur, urad and masoor ensured at MSP from registered 5—":3 . About ¥2 lakh crore compensation to farmers under PM Fasal Bima i
woie | farmersunder the Mission on Aatmanirbhartain Pulses. thi*‘;ﬂ”) Yojana for losses caused by natural disasters. E
3 Announcement of Al-based National Digital Platform ‘Bharat VISTAAR' in SR T S
._J'l i i x ] i —
;&h . Union Budget 2026-27, providing farmers access to agricultural (Eﬂ" . g:s::ﬁ::ﬂ Eﬁ]ﬂtzzﬁég:ﬁzﬂum BuigetiTymuz! hemsami croe 9 s
<=L ' information, servicesand advisory in simple language. | ‘ 9
. o=
From seed to market, the Government of India supports the farmers at every step
Watch Live Telecast of the ﬂ @ Kisan Call Centre The programme can be ‘ Follow ‘Bharti’ - the New Al Chathot
Programme on DD News E ‘ g : ‘ tched |i ‘ for Farmers. For More Information,
or DD Kisan Channel w 1800-180-1551 (6 AM - 10 PM) :;ind‘i l'::eb::;u;:_in En@ EJE injo] A Contact: 155261

OERBRGIENNIN G| | Nanaji Deshmukh Veterinary Science University, Jabalpur| | g—@~1, DIRECTORATE GENERAL RESETTLEMENT
E-TENDER No. 288/DIINDV3SU2026 Dated: 12/03/2026 I iz
ot o 6 02528 OpnEngetoy | | ADMISSION NOTICE s MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
fDu:-Ilu-'.Ir.::-ll'lEg »-ragn:c' giﬁtﬁéi??}%ﬂ%ﬂﬂ%ﬁ Applications on the prescribed form are invited for =~ JOB FAIR for EX-SERVICEMEN (ESM)

for and on behaf of the President of India| | admission in five PG Diploma courses for the academic 20 MARCH 26 (7 AM Onwards)

from expenenced and inancially as well as| | session 2026. Last date for submission of form is
hnicall nd ctors includin - ) VENUE: ARAVALI AUDITORIUM, NEAR SHANKAR VIHAR METRO STATION
emcaly sund cenctrs el |07/04/2026. The detailed prospectus and application

BSNL, MES, PWD and oiher public sector] | fOrm can be downloaded from the University website: SHANKAR VIHAR MILITARY STATION, DELHI CANTT
undertakings-- (1) Name of work with its| | www.ndvsu.org. Sd/- - ) : :
osation + ToAtics Mo 31 DDILOEN-LOE Bliva it el sibracdion Documents Required: ESM I-Card and 5 copies of Resume/Biodata
£5-26,Construchion of 20 unds type-ll & 10 =

units type |l staff quarters ab Plant Depot NS Jahalpur ‘H

colony, Renowation of children Park in Roze

colony and improvement of colony by Earth
filling in kow fand area In staff quarters fo
avord waler logging In European colomy,
staion colony and Raza colony at DOU, (2)| | # Il DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS
Advertised Value : Rs. TOS00061.61 (3)] | &S KATHUA

Eamest Money : 502500.00 (4) Name of| | . - . ] i
stk with- Hs: location - Tandes. Mo, 30- E- mail: sspkathua@jkpolice.gov.in Fax/Phone No.: 01922-234010

DDU-DEN-HO-25-26 Provision of 20 Unit LOOK OUT NOTICE
Type-Il staff quarters in Looo colony & 10

unils type-lll staff quarters al New Cenbral| | On 26-02-2026, person namely Alam Din S/O Shatu R/O Ward No. 12 Tehsil and
colony al CDU under ADENHODOU [5)] | District Kathua reported at Police Station Kathua stating therein that on 27-02-2026, his
Advertised Value : Rs. 64848270.35 (3) daughter namely Janam, age 18 years is missing from home. The complainant tried his
EEImEEt_HﬂI‘IE]’ : ﬂ?-ﬂﬂ‘?.ﬂﬁ (T} Closing| | best to search his daughter, but all in vain. On this, missing report vide DD No. 21 dated
?ah & tlme for 5“1:!"1_?55":'“ of E'IH"&'E_F | |28-02-2026 has been entered at Police Station Kathua.

01.04 ..?!El{l:}, Up-to 12:00 hrs. (8) w_etlsltl! During the course of investigation, best efforts were made to locate missing individual,
e rt.l ¥ ”IHFE. of e-tendering.: whereas she is still un-traced.

Wi, Ireps.gain As such Description Roll/Photograph of said missing individual is being shared with the

Dlwsmg:lgtﬂgléﬁtagim;aniﬁg;' appeal that anybody having clue/information about her whereabouts may inform us

Pt Deen Dayal Upadhaya Division accordingly. The informer will be rewarded suitably:-

PR/M922/DDUENGGITI25-26/40 DESCRIPTION ROLL PHOTOGRAPH -
Name Janam
v T ||Father Alam Din EX-SERVICEMEN: SKILLED, DISCIPLINED AND DEPENDABLE
I M PO RTANT Permanent Address Ward No. 12 .
Whilst care is tfakgn prior to | ||Present Address Ward No. 12 Benefits for Industry Employers =~ What Employers Can Expect in Job Fair
acceptance of advertisin i 1 . L : ©
E oo e ot Bossible 1o ver f?/ Tehsil  Kathua e Free Online Registration Officers for Leadership roles & ESM for- b
Copy; po > Police Station Kathua . - PSOs. Supervisors and Guards Lo
its contents. The Indian = TR e Free Job Postings S, SUp > g
Express (P) Limited cannot £° = F years o Free Allotment of Stalls - Drivers and Machinery Operators e
be held responsible for such COmpIEXIon i e Free Access to Resumes of ESM - Chefs, Stewards and Hospitality roles S
contents, nor forany lossor | ||Height o I - Paramedical staff and Hospital Administraton =
damage incurred as aresult of Built Normal . . Fitters. Electricians and Technicia E
transactions with companies, Face Round For further details contact: i crs, Electriclans echnicians S
associations or individuals Fyos Black Director (SE), DGR - 11-20862532 - Artificers, Mechanics and Engme Operators S
advertising in its newspapers Languages known Findi/ Dogri L : dirsedgr@desw.gov.in " Network and Telecom Engineers o
or Publications. We therefore N . - Surveyors and Draughtsmen 2]
recommend that readers Any information related to the whereabouts of the subject may be communicated on Jt Director (SE), DGR-011-20863432 - Machinists. Welders and Artisans o
make necessary inquiries following contacts:- seopadgri@desw.gov.in Automobilé Aviation & Weanon Technicians
before sending any monies 1. DPO Kathua- 01922-234010 (Phone/Fax) ’ P
or entering into any 2. dpokath kpolice.gov.in (Mail ID
agreements with advertisers [ | (G ERe SR G s i collbaption v o0
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Some trying to create
panic over LPG: PM

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 12

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Thursday accused the
Opposition, particularly the In-
dian National Congress, of at-
temptingto create panicoveran
alleged LPG shortage in the
country, even as he acknowl-
edged that the ongoing conflict
in West Asia has triggered a glo-
bal energy crisis affecting na-
tions across the world.
Addressing the NXT Summit
2026 at Bharat Mandapam,
Modi said India was working at
multiple levels to ensure unin-
terrupted energy supplies and
urged political parties and other
stakeholders to act responsibly
during a time of global uncer-
tainty. “A big fulcrum of a
country’s progressishowweare
dealing with the country’s chal-
lenges,” he said, adding, “We all
know that global situations can
change quickly. We saw Covid-
19 pandemic, then we saw the
Russia-Ukraine war and now a
war is going on very near to us.
This war has forced the world
into a very big energy crisis.”
He accused sections of the
Opposition of attempting to ex-
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I have spoken

toseveral top
leaders of the world.
Consistent efforts
arebeing madeto
tide over supply
chain roadblocks.

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER

ploit the situation by spreading
alarm about LPG availability.
“LPG is being discussed a lot
today.Some peoplearetryingto
create panic, run their agenda. I
do not wish to make political
comments on them. But by
doing this, they are not only ex-
posing themselves, but also
harming the country,” he said.
Modisaid Indiahad beenen-
gagingwith global leaderstoad-
dresssupply disruptions. “Inthe
past few days, I have spoken to
several top leaders of the world.
Consistent efforts are being
made to tide over supply chain
roadblocks,” he said. The gov-
ernment’s priority during inter-
national criseshasbeen toshield
citizens from the economic im-
pact. “We have seen during the
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Ukraine war and till now how it
impacts global markets and the
people. But the Indian govern-
ment has always made efforts
that the burden of war does not
fallonthe people,” he said. “This
time too we will ensure that the
country’s farmers and citizens
are least affected by the war.”

“I also request states to en-
sure thereisnoblack marketing
and rumours are not spread.”
Calling “crises” a test for the en-
tire nation, Modi urged collec-
tive responsibility. “Crises are a
test for the whole nation. We are
supposed to deal with criseswith
calm and patience. We are sup-
posed to move forward by sus-
taining public confidence and
keeping them aware,” he said.

“Thecrisisthathasbeen pre-
cipitated by thiswar hastouched
all countries. In some or the
other measure everyoneisinits
crosshairs,” he said. The PM said
the crisis had underscored the
importance of reducing depend-
ence on imported energy. “This
global crisishasshownuswhy it
is so important to be self-
reliant...inthe pastfewyearswe
have worked in a holistic way to
make India self-reliant in the
energy sector,” he said.

Willurge Centreto
increase limitof
non-domestic LPG
cylinders allocated
to state: Keralagovt

Express News Service
Thiruvananthapuram,
March12

THE KERALA government,
during a high-level meeting,
on Thursday, decided to urge
the Centre toincrease the limit
of non-domestic LPG cylin-
ders allotted to the state.
After the meeting, which
was chaired by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, arelease from
the CMO stated that the state
wanted to increase the limit of
non-domestic LPG cylinders
allotted — considering the
presence of large number of mi-
grant workers across the state.
At present, the ceiling of the
non-domestic cylinder is 20%.
During the meeting, repre-
sentatives of LPG companies
also assured the state govern-
ment that they will bring out
guidelines, on priority, regard-
ingthe distribution of non-do-
mestic LPG cylinders amid the
crisis. Schools, old age homes,
orphanages, canteens at IT
parks and community
kitchens will get the priority.

LPG shortage hits eateries, vendors across
India as West A81a conﬂlct dlsrupts supply

Express News Service
Pune, Ahmedabad, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, Chandigarh,
Ludhiana, March12

FROM SWITCHING to menu
items cooked on coal or wood
grills to sourcing black-mar-
keted cylinders at twice the
price, restaurants and street food
vendors are scrambling as the
ongoing Middle East crisis dis-
rupts petroleum supply chains,
raising concerns of acookinggas
shortage in India.

Days after the Centre in-
voked the Essential Commod-
ities Act, 1955, toensureliquefied
petroleum gas (LPG), piped
natural gas (PNG) for house-
holds and compressed natural
gas (CNG) for vehicles take
precedence over other natural
gas-consuming sectors, India’s
LPG-dependent food industry is
grappling with dwindling
supplies and long queues, forc-
ing many to sharply cut menus
or temporarily shut operations.
This comes as the Iran crisis has
choked global supply chains,
critically affecting, among other
things, oil, gas and fertilisers.

InBengaluruand other parts
of Karnataka, hotels have cur-
tailed operations, somelimiting
menus to coffee and tea. Amid
continuing uncertainty, Ra-
mesh Chandra, ahotel ownerin
Bengaluru’s suburban Kengeri,
is unsure whether he will open
Friday. He typically uses2-4 cyl-
inders a day and, with oil com-
paniesincreasingthe minimum
waiting period from 21-25 days,
now hasonly4-5left. “Iwill con-
tinue the operationstill Irun out.

Infosys Pune advises staft
to bring home-cooked food

Express News Service
Pune, March12

AMID THE LPG shortage in

owing to the ongoing West Asia conflict,

People queue up to avail LPG cylinders amid supply shortage in Ranchi on Thursday. pri

I'm also making efforts to get a
supply of cylinders but I don’t
know whether I will open the
hotel tomorrow,” he says.

In Pune, the growing short-
age hasledtoleaner menusand
evenrestaurantclosures. “Some
restaurants switched to electri-
cal and induction cookers. Ma-
harashtrian and Punjabi food is
being made on coal or wood
grillsat some places,” Saili Jaha-
girdar, Pune Chapter Head of the
National Restaurants Associ-
ation of India, said. “They are
transitioning and working on re-
duced menus. Snacks centresor
joints that cannot shift toelectric
are shut. It’samix now.”

The shortage has also af-
fected the black market, with
restaurant owners being told
there is “no stock for even black
marketing”. “I purchased three
commercial cylinders at double
the rate three days ago. But now
there is no stock left at all in

Pune. Some black marketing
was goingon before, butnowno-
thing is left,” said the owner of
one restaurant. In Ahmedabad,
street vendorssay they aretrying
to secure cylinders through “in-
formal” channels. “Earlier an
LPGcylinderwould costaround
Rs1,800/Rs1,900.Now, they are
quoting Rs 2,500/ Rs 3,000, and
some are even asking for Rs
4,000,” Magan Patidar, whoruns
Mahadev Rajwad, part of a tea
stall chain in Ahmedabad, said.

Gas agencies, however, dis-
miss these claims, saying there
has been “panic booking” by
hotel and restaurant owners.
“Restaurant and hotel owners
who are being quoted prices as
highasRs4,000 (intheinformal
market) frequently approach the
agency out of desperation to
keep their businesses running,”
a representative of Priya Gas in
Ahmedabad said. Onblackmar-
keting allegations, he said:

Allfood courts on campus

India

technology giant Infosys has informed

employees that all its food courts will
operate with a limited menu. Further,
it has advised employees to bring food
from their homes and to avoid planning
events on campus that require catering,.

An email with these advisories was
sent by the canteen committee of Info-
sys Pune to employees on Thursday, a
copy of which is available with The In-
dian Express. The email states, “As per
the latest government guidelines, the
use of LPG across various sectors has
been revised in light of the ongoing geo-
political situation. This has resulted in

will temporarily operate
with alimited menu

efforts to continue operations, the li-
mited availability of LPG is restricting
their ability to operate at full capacity.”
The company informed that all food
courts will temporarily operate with a li-
mited menu, some cooked food will be
sourced from the vendor’s central
kitchen externally, and alternate cooking
through e-appliances/ biofuel is being
stepped up.Italsosaid that the team was
closely monitoringthe situation and was
in regular coordination with LPG sup-
pliers and food court operators.
AnInfosysemployeetold TheIndian

HOSTEL AND mess owners in Rajas-
than’s Kota, known as the coaching capi-
tal with over 1 lakh students attending
classesin the city to prepare for competi-
tive exams, have expressed concern over
the shortage of LPG amid the ongoing
conflict affecting West Asia.

Naveen Mittal, president of the Hotels
Association of Kota, told The Indian Ex-
pressthatifthesituation continues, it will
be difficult to provide food for the stu-
dents. “In the hostel fees package, food
and lodging are included. Students from
all over India come to the city to study,
andifthe LPG supplyis not met, then we
will not be able to provide food to the
children,” said Mittal. Around 4,000 hos-
tels and 500 food messes are functional

“Since the agencies are not re-
ceiving filled commercial stock
from the firms or the govern-
ment, there is simply no supply
available to divert into a black
market. We have been forced to
stop providingthem (hotelsand
restaurants) with fuel duetothe
current policy shift.”

Consumersalsosay they face
problems while booking. “The
online booking system is not re-
sponding,” Ram Kumar, a con-
sumer from Ludhiana, said.
“People say that the software is
down, sowhat isthe point of say-
ing that there is no shortage of
domestic cylinders?”

InKolkata, where the price of
commercial cylinders has risen
three-fold to Rs 4,500-5,000
from the earlier Rs 1,600-1,800,
several caterers and restaurant
owners have switched to wood
cooking.

Meanwhile, chief ministers
and political leaders sought the

Centre’sintervention. Inaletter
to Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri
Tuesday, Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah said several
hotel and restaurant associ-
ationsinBengaluru were unable
to procure commercial LPG cyl-
inders, and “many establish-
ments are expressing concern
that they may have to tempor-
arily shut operations if supplies
arenotrestored soon”. “...Choul-
tries (weddinghalls), hostels and
event venues that rely on com-
mercial LPG for food prepara-
tion are also facing uncertainty,
particularly with scheduled so-
cialand community events,” the
letter said.

In Kolkata, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee sought to pin
the blame on the Ministry of Pe-
troleum. Gas, she claimed, was
notinthe handsofthe West Ben-
galgovernment. “Thissituation
hasarisen duetothe wrongdeci-
sion of the Ministry of Petro-
leum... Gassupply should notbe
stopped... They need to think
about people first. It is in the
handsofthe Centre. Wewantthe
Central government to take im-
mediate action.”

Distributors, facing pressure,
have also sought an increase in
commercial cylinder supply.
“The LPG companies, state gov-
ernments and consumers are
holdingdistributors responsible,
which isunfair. Iwould urge the
LPG companies to increase
supply...,” Satender Singh, presi-
dent of the LPG Distributors As-
sociation (Haryana), said.
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WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Kota hostels, messes switch
to firewood for cooklng meals

Parul Kulshrestha
Jaipur, March 12

Crowd outside an LPG distributor’s office
in Jaipur on Thursday. ROHIT JAIN PARAS

using commercial LPG cylinders.”

Chief Secretary V Srinivas chaired a
hybrid meeting at the Secretariat on
March 11, at the direction of Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma, to review the supply
of domestic cooking gas across Rajasthan.
He assured that after the Centre’s March
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restricted and controlled distribution of
LPG as a commodity in commercial
food and beverage operations acrossthe
country. Food court vendors are receiv-
ingreduced LPG supplies from their re-
spective providers. Despite their sincere

Express, “Within the Pune Infosys cam-
pus, there are huge food courts where
the food options have been curtailed;
that’s the only thing that has changed.
They have asked us to bring food from
home to possibly reduce crowding...”
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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

CHENNAI-32
Tender Notice No: T3/TNPCB/F.026078/Sl. Appeal No. 23633-23634

of 2010/2026, Dt.12.03.2026

E-tender (2-cover system) through TN etenders’ website are
invited for “Carrying Out Comprehensive Environmental Audit
for the Palar River in Tamil Nadu”

in Kota city. Some messes have started
preparing food using firewood.

Jasmer Singh, owner of the Food Mess
in Kota, said there are eight branches of
the mess, in which 250 LPG cylinders are
required monthly. Due to the shortage,
they have started using firewood. “Not
everyone has such an open messtousea
wood oven. Hence, many mess owners
have shut down their messes, and stu-
dents are suffering because they have
paid monthly. We need LPG cylinders or
the economy will collapse,” said Singh.

Even manufacturing units are begin-
ningto feel the pressure. They use LPG for
welding, cuttingand heating work. Alwar
Trade Federation president Harmeet
Singh said, “Around 90% of the manufac-
turing of containersthat are used in trucks

9 order, restricting commercial cylinder
supply, domestic LPG supply remains un-
interrupted and adequate stocks are avail-
able. Continuous supply isbeing ensured
for households, hospitals, educational in-
stitutions, and Annapurna kitchens. He
also directed the formation of state and
district-level monitoring committees to
monitor stocking, movement, and dis-
tribution and prevent black marketing,.
In the export industry, Rahul Gupta,
president of Alwar Auto Component
Manufacturing Society, said, “..We are
facingaloss of around Rs2 crore, and if this
continues, things will become difficult.”
Former secretary of the Udaipur
Hotel Association, Jatin Shrimali, said
the tourism industry could also face
trouble. “...Many tour guides and hotel

DIPR/1756/TENDER/2025

The tender documents can be downloaded from
https://tntenders.gov.in and www.tnpcb.gov.in on or after
13.03.2026. The last date for the receipt of the tender is
12.04.2026.

CHAIRPERSON

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Chennai - 600032
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isdone in Rajasthan. They need welding,
cutting and heating work, which is done

AFTE fasTich 12/03/2026
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faferer stH=oT T

feqter 11/03,2026

ﬁm%r@ﬁao‘r&f%gamq@ﬁréa AR TRE=ESl/ MFeHie Hiaves fHfaer MHuiRa Jod W IMarE- Hiia i o 8 |

. A T | T WA W | SAGANNA | GEd | (feT WUA| kel Wt AU | @i Bg (MM | (MiaeT ot [er
U |, | Elc) Ruil T | wE TH 3T IR sEafy | Srat
[1.12026_UAD|  Extemal  |76369915,~ | 331850/ | 20000/ | Registered Electrical | MPUADD SOR Works, | 1 e | 6 ™ |
489493 1| Electrification contractor in 2021/MPUADD
- B work at Bhouri centralized registration BUILDING Works,
site under system in MPPWD  2021/MPPWD SOR 2024
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w ety Tender Notice

%@FT AET Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement System

Principal Chiaf Malerials Manager, Nodbem Railway, New Dalbd-110007 for and on
Dbl of the Pressdent of India, invites a-lenders through e-procurdment syslins ioe

supply of the tollowing fems:-

Sr. Mo, | Tender Mo

Brief Description

Qty. |Closing Date

01 |122550030

Dasign, Supply, Installation, Testing, 41
Commissioning and Malntenance

Mo 0032046

09255018

Aar dpproved Canridge Tapered
Raoller Bearings Class

Mg 06,04 2026

Tr2ee011
RGC

Rl_lﬁnir‘lg Contract fog WOMS
Crossings [T-2843 & T-07492)

20040

=l 0e. 04 2026

U7£05018

Supply, Instaltaton, Tesling &
Commisaoning of 1OT-Based Water

400

C e | 13042026

Mate: 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website e, waiw. ireps._gov.in
fordetaiis. 2. Mo manual offerwill be entertained.

Tender Motice Mo. 0320252026
Dated; 11.03.2026

B4 &

Serving Customers With A Smile

New Delhi

owners have taken advance money from
tourists. How are they going to manage?”

Policein UP seize
stolen truck with
LPG cylinders, 7held

Express News Service
Lucknow, March 12

LESSTHAN aweek after atruck
carrying LPG cylinders was
stolen from a Bharat Petroleum
plant in Karari in Jhansi of UP,
police recovered the vehicle
and arrested seven persons.

The truck, loaded with 524
LPG cylinders — 389 filled and
135empty, wasdispatched from
the Karari plant for Kanpur
Dehatahead of Holi. “The driver
had parked the vehicle outside
the plant on March 2 before leav-
ing, after which unidentified
personsstoleitin the early hours
of March 6,” said a police officer.

Police tracked down the ve-
hicle to Sipri Bazar area, Jhansi.
“Thetruckwasintercepted near
a gas godown on Gwalior Road
on March 11. Four suspects were
arrested after abriefencounter,”
said another police officer, ad-
dingthey had sold the cylinders
in black through a gas agency.
Based on theirinterrogation, po-
licelater arrested three more ac-
cused. “We have also recovered
Rs11.101akh, and Rs 83,820 from
the sale of gas cylinders.”
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‘THEIR AIMWAS J&K SECESSION FROM THE UNION OF INDIA

SCbail to Kashmiri separatist
leader in terror-funding case

Express News Network
New Delhi, March 12

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday granted bail to Kash-
miri separatist leader Shabir
Ahmed Shah, accused of pro-
moting and funding terrorist
and secessionist activities in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Abench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta gave
him the relief while hearing his
appeal challenging a June 12,
2025, order of the Delhi High
Court that denied him bailina
case registered by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA).

As per the prosecution,
Shah played a substantial role
in facilitating a separatist or
militant movement in Jammu
and Kashmir by incitingand in-
stigating the general public to
chant slogans in support of its
secession, paying tributetothe
family of slain terrorists/ mili-
tants by eulogising them as
“martyrs”, receiving money
through hawala transactions,
and raising funds through the
LoC trade, which were alleg-
edly used to fuel subversive and
militant activitiesin the region.

The case was premised on
an alleged conspiracy hatched
among several accused persons
who were allegedly engaged in
secessionist activities in
Jammu and Kashmir through
various terrorist activities, such
as the organisation of violent
protests, instigating the general

Bangladesh
House condoles
Manmohan
Singh’s death

Press Trust of India
Dhaka, March 12

BANGLADESH PARLIAMENT
on Thursday condoled the
deathsof several nationaland in-
ternational leaders, including
former Indian prime minister
Manmohan Singh, Bangladesh's
Khaleda Zia and slain Iranian
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

The maiden session of the
13th parliament adopted a mo-
tion to condole the deaths in-
itially included 31 names, in-
cluding late Pope Francis and
Matia Chowdhury, aformer par-
liamentarian and leader of de-
posed premier Sheikh Hasina's
Awami League.

However, after the main op-
position Jamaat-e-Islami in-
sisted, names of executed 1971
war criminals, tried ashardened
collaborators of Pakistani troops
during the country's Liberation
War, were also included in it.

The motion also included
namesofthoseKkilled duringthe
July-August mass protests that
toppled the Sheikh Hasina gov-
ernment in August 2024.The
newly elected speaker Hafiz
Uddin Ahmed, a veteran 1971
freedom fighter, agreed toincor-
porate the names of the
executed war criminals as Ja-

J&K separatist leader
Shabir Ahmed Shah. riLe

public to commit violence, pelt-
ing of stones at the security
forces, burning of schools, da-
maging public property, etc.,
and waging war against the
Union of India. “Their ultimate
aim and objective was to seek
the secession of the J&K from
the Union of India, all in the
garb of ‘Freedom’,” the prosecu-
tion claimed.

It further said that the inves-
tigation allegedly established
that the secessionist and separ-
atist leaders were also raising
funds to be utilised in terrorist
and separatist activities
through the LoC trade.

While the Court was talking
ofthe past eight years Shah has
been imprisoned, the founder
of the JKDFP, one of the main

political organisations of Kash-
mir seeking the right of self-de-
termination for the Valley, has
spent more than half his 75
years of life in jails.

From allegations of terror-
ism, terror funding, rioting
with adeadly weapon, promot-
ing enmity between different
groups on grounds of religion,
and being part of unlawful as-
sembly at a polling station,
Shahisnamed asanaccusedin
atleast24 FIRs. He hasnot been
convicted in any till date.

In June 2025, Shah’s
daughter Sehar Shabir made an
appeal to the authorities to re-
lease him citing his ill health.
“Thisis not political. Thisisnot
anti-national. This is not
against any country, institu-
tion, or government. This is
only about my father’s life. His
health. His right to be treated
with dignity,” she posted on X,
adding that her father had
spent 38 years in prison in total
and had been advised multiple
surgeries. On Thursday, after
Shah got bail, Sehar posted: ...
today justice has taken its first
step. We always had faith in the
judiciary, and today that faith
stands affirmed.”

Welcoming the bail order,
Kashmir’s chief cleric Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq said: “We fer-
vently hope that the courts in
the same spirit give relief to all
political prisoners and youth
languishing in jails inside and
outside Jammu and Kashmir.”

| AM NOT AFRAID, SAYS MEGHALAYA CM

Sangma, wite meet
locals after violence
at Garo Hills town

Express News Service
Guwahati, March 12

AFTER A night of arson and
vandalism at Tura in Megha-
laya’s Garo Hills, Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma, along with his
wife and MLA Mehtab Chan-
dee, visited different parts of
the town on Thursday in an at-
tempt to calm tensions prevail-
ing since Monday.

Tura is the headquarters of
West Garo Hills, which hasbeen
gripped by violence and ten-
sions since Monday over the
Garo Hills Autonomous District
Council electionsthat have since
been postponed, with Garo
groups opposing the participa-
tion of non-tribals in the polls.

The entire district has been
under curfew and mobile inter-
net prohibition. On Thursday,
curfew was relaxed for two
hours in the afternoon by the
district administration to “fa-
cilitate public to purchase es-
sential items”. The district ad-
ministration has also notified
that the curfew would be re-
laxed for four hours from 9 am
to1pm on Friday.

The relaxation comes after
anescalation oftensionsin Tura

Meghalaya CM Conrad Sangma addresses locals in Garo Hills on
Thursday. x/@SANGMACONRAD

town on Wednesday, with van-
dalism and arson by mobs. One
of the structures torched by
mobs in the town was the office
of Conrad Sangma’s National
People’s Party. PTIreported that
avehicle part of the convoy of a
Border Security Force DIG was
also torched on Wednesday.

In a video message on Wed-
nesday, speaking in his native
Garolanguage, Sangmasaid that
he had been advised to move to
a safer location due to informa-
tion that mobs were moving to-
wardshishomein Turawiththe
intention of attacking his family.

“Based on this information

63-year-old attacker claims he had
been trylng to target Farooqfor 20 yrs

Arun Sharma
Jammu, March12

A LOCK hangs on the brown
door, further secured with ropes
passing through the handle,
leading to the house of Kamal
Singh Jamwal in Jammu’s Pu-
rani Mandi. On the adjacent wall
are posters of models selling
undergarments, put up by a
shop next door.

The inconspicuous door
doesn’t tell half the story, as per
those in the neighbourhood,
who know Jamwal asamember
of one of the most prominent
families, of one of the city’s ol-
dest areas, whose father Ajit
Singh was once a senior police
officer. Now, as they search for
answers for what prompted the
63-year-old to open fire at
former J&K CM Farooq Abdul-
lah on Wednesday night, send-
ing shock waves through the
Union Territory, there are hints
of a man struggling with prob-
lems and failed business ven-
tures, who had also tried dab-
bling in politics.

On Wednesday night, Jam-
wal came up from behind as Ab-
dullah wasleavingaweddingin
Jammu’s Greater Kailash area,
alongwith senior National Con-
ference leaders, cocked his re-
volver athishead and pulled the
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Kamal Singh Jamwal and his
Jammu residence (right). ExPress

missed — police say this was be-
cause he was inebriated — and
Abdullah’s security along with
others present wrestled him to
the ground. In the jostling, one
more shot went off, though no
one was hurt. On Thursday,
Jamwal was remanded in five-
day police custody.

Jamwal claimed hehad been
trying totarget Abdullah “for 20
years saying when asked why,

“Yeh mera maqgsad hai (This is
my mission).” During interroga-
tion, police sources said, the 63-
year-old said he held Abdullah
responsible “for the spread of
terrorism” in J&K. Jamwal also
said that the revolver he used
was licensed and belonged to
him. Jamwal’s wife and son, a
graduate, are believed to have
locked the Purani Mandi house
and left soon after his arrest.

maat claimed the initial list of | trigger. However, Jamwal Jamwalalsohastwodaughters,
nameswere“onesided.” RP—. . L B 0 L 2 80 88 B AP e o i, i i el
e BRIEFLY
ED attaches assets
of firms owned

Tourists arrive at the North Portal of the Atal Tunnel amid snowfall,
in Lahaul and Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh on Thursday. ani

Fresh snowfall atisolated places
in higher reaches of Himachal

ISOLATED AREAS inthe
higher reaches of the
Lahaul and Spiti districtin
Himachal Pradesh experi-
enced afresh spell of snow,
while the lower hills saw in-
termittent rain on Thurs-
day.Snowfall was reported
inJispa, Darcha, and Shin-
kula, with Hansarecording
2.5cmofsnow. Therainand
snow in March have

brought smiles toresidents,
particularly tourism stake-
holdersin Manali and La-
haul and Spiti. The valley
hasexperiencedadropin
maximum temperatures
duetothe snowfallin
higher areas, markinga sig-
nificant change in weather
in Manali and its surround-
ings,aswellasin Lahaul
and Spiti. PTI

by Anil Ambani

THE ED has provisionally
attached 31immovable
propertiesvalued atRs
581.65 crore belongingto
Reliance Home Finance Li-
mited (RHFL) and Reliance
Commercial Finance
Limited (RCFL), escalating
its crackdown on alleged
financial irregularities
within the Anil Ambani-led
Reliance Group. “The
attached assets, primarily
land parcels, are spread
across 13 statesincluding
Goa, Kerala, Karnataka,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Jhark-
hand, Maharashtra, Delhi,
West Bengal, Andhra Pra-
desh, and Rajasthan. This
latest move follows search
operationson March 6
under the Foreign
Exchange Manage-ment
Act (FEMA) linked to
Reliance Power Limited (R-
Power),” aED spokesperson
saidin astatement. ENS

one of them a doctor, who are
both married. The wedding of
one of them took place just six-
seven months ago, say neigh-
bours. Jamwal took the Panthers
Party route to politics initially,
said sources, and even contested
the Jammu Municipal Corpor-
ation elections, but lost. After
2014, he started participating in
programmes, especially relig-
ious, and would claim to be
chairman of an outfit called the
‘Dharmik Jagran Manch’.

As per neighbours and close
relatives, Jamwal, who dropped
out of school after Class 10, also
struggled with alcohol issues.
Several business ventures he got
into failed, including a leased
hotelin Himachal Pradesh’s Ma-
nali, a hotel in Ramban, and an
eatery in Purani Mandi. The
family, however, had rent

comingin from shopsand other

property owned by them in the
Purani Mandi area.

Jamwal reportedly also has
land and a house in Kulgam in
Kashmir, which was gifted to his
father by Dogra King Hari Singh
for his services. As per a close
relative, they continue to visit
Kashmir at least once a year.
Shatrujeet Singh, whose son’s
wedding reception was the
venue where Jamwal attacked
Abdullah, denies Jamwal’s
claims that the two of them are
relatives. A member of another
prominent Rajput family of
Jammu, who runs educational
institutions and hotels, Shatru-
jeet says Jamwal was only a
former neighbour.

Shatrujeet and family lived
earlier in Purani Mandi, but
moved to the upscale Channi
Himmat area some time back.

Shatrujeet told The Indian
Express that Jamwal recently
visited their home when he was
not present, and his mother ex-
tended him an invite for the
wedding. “After that, Jamwal
called me up several times ask-
ing about the wedding prepara-
tions, butIavoided him,” hesaid,
mentioningJamwal’s “drinking
problems”.

However, as Shatrujeet
worries, his son’s wedding may
now forever be tied to Jamwal’s
act.

and in accordance with my se-
curity protocol, Iwas advised to
move to another place. How-
ever, I did not leave, and I did
not agree to relocate, because I
am not afraid,” he said.

On Thursday, he visited vari-
ous parts of the town, meeting
residents in an attempt to calm
tensions. “Visited several loca-
tions in Tura to assess the dam-
age caused to publicand private
properties across the town. It is
truly heartbreaking to witness
the extent of destruction. Dis-
tressed to see theloss suffered by
individuals and commercial es-
tablishments,” he said.

Amid animpassein
talks with Centre,

Ladakh groups call
for shutdown, protest

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, March 12

IN A strongly worded message
to the Centre, the Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA) has called
for a shutdown and protest
march across Ladakh on March
16. Two bodies representing
socio-political and religious
groupsin Ladakh — Apex Body
Leh and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance — have been in talks
with the Centre as part of ahigh-
powered committee (HPC)
under the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs to press various
demands of the region.

On Thursday, co-chairman
of the KDA, Asgar Ali Karbalai,
said, “We have reached the end
of our tether, and we want to in-
form the government of India
and the people of India that we
will not sit quietly and we will
continue the fight for our consti-
tutional rights. The key part of
that is statehood and inclusion
under the Sixth Schedule.”

Detailing efforts of the last
five years, Karbalai said, “After
the meeting with the Centre on
February 4, according to us —
the ABL, the KDA and the people
of Ladakh — it ended without
any conclusions. The MHA had
promised to set up another
meetingin15days, butasofnow,
we have not heard back.”

Since 2020, he said, the HPC
and the sub-committee that is
part of it have met over 15 times,
and after every meeting, itisde-
cided that another meeting
would be scheduled soon to ad-
dress the “justified, constitu-
tional demands of the people of
Ladakh”.

“We have presented our
charter of demands several
times. However, there has been
no conclusive result from all
these meetings,” he said.

“They (the Centre) think that
the Ladakhi people canbetaken
lightly. Therefore, from the indi-
cations we've received from the
MHA, the delay tactics, we be-
lieve that they are pushingsome
agenda on the Ladakhi people.
Ifthisattitude continues, we will
be forced to protest on the streets
and extend our agitation,” he
added. Urging the MHA “not to
test our patience repeatedly”,
Karbalai also alleged that the
government is trying to divide
the people of Ladakh.

“In your efforts to divide the
Ladakhi leadership and the
people, by tryingto give regional
or religious colour, all these ef-
forts will be in vain. Please re-
frain from this.”

Hesaid, “Before theresolve of
the people of Ladakh giveswayto
anger, please consider our de-
mandsseriously and sincerely...”

‘Tensions spike in Manipur’s

Ukhrul after bodies of two
missing Kuki men recovered

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, March 12

THE BODIES of two Kuki men,
who had been missing since
Wednesday morning amid ten-
sions and violence in Manipur’s
Ukhrul district, were found on
Thursday. This comes hours
after21 people, mostly Tangkhul
Nagas, who had been held cap-
tive, were released.

The two men, whose bodies
were found by security forces
and local residents on Thursday
morning, were identified as
Thengin Baite of Thawai Kuki
village and Thangboimang
Khongsai of Shangkai village.
Theirbodies were found in afor-
ested area along the Mapithel
hill range, which was the site of
a gunfight between groups of
both communities on Wednes-
day, officials said.

In the Manipur Legislative
Assembly, Home Minister Go-
vindas Kothoujam said that a
gunfight had reportedly oc-
curred between around 6.30 am
and 9 am on Wednesday at
Mapithel hill range in Ukhrul
district between two armed
groups after two Kuki villagers
were allegedly abducted. Dur-
ing the gunfight, one civilian,
Lalminthang Haokip (40), sus-

The men, identified as Thengin
Baite and Thangboimang
Khongsai, were missing since
Wednesday. Express

tained aminorbulletinjury and
was evacuated to a health
centre in Kangpokpi district, he
said.

A security official in Ukhrul
said, “Accordingtoinformation
received, Tangkhul volunteers
went to the Thawai Kuki hill
area to stop the cultivation of
poppy there, and ‘detained’ or
abducted two villagers from
there. The rest of the villagers
ran away, and armed volunteers
were mobilised on both sides,
and there was a shootout be-
tween the two groups. The local
Kukis say that, separately, two
villagers who had gone to repair
a water pipeline have been
missing since that time.”

Kuki groups stopped ve-

hicular traffic on the Imphal-
Ukhrul road in the area.

21 passengers of three ve-
hicles travelling on the road
were allegedly held captive by
the groups, leading to efforts
that went well into the night by
the government to secure their
release. Of the 21 people, 18 were
Tangkhul Nagas, and three
were from other communities.

“One of the Kukis held by
the Tangkhuls managed to es-
cape. During negotiationsto se-
cure the release of the 21 hos-
tages, what they wanted was for
the other person to be released
and the two missing tobe found
and rescued. There were
another six people who were
stranded in the hill area after
the gunfight, and they wanted
them to be rescued as well.
Then, the other person whowas
held wasreleased, and the loca-
tions of the six stranded people
were secured. However, the two
missing people were not found
at the time. Still, they agreed to
release the 21 people with the as-
surance that the search would
continue, and they were re-
leased at around 2.30-3.00 am,”
said a security official.

Later, at around 8.30 am on
Thursday, the bodies of twomen
were found by BSF forces.

Deep purple: Punjab farmer reimagines potato farming

Anju Agnihotri Chaba
Jalandhar, March 12

A POTATO with deep purple
skin and flesh in the same col-
our is slowly making its way
onto tables and in the markets
in Punjab, where the traditional
varieties with brown skin and
white or yellow flesh continue
to dominate demand. Leading
the change is a young farmer
from the state’s Malwa region.

Gurjot Singh, a 27-year-old
progressive farmer from Matta
village in Faridkot district, has
been cultivating and multiply-
ing purple potato seeds on his
farm for past several years. Ac-
cording to Singh, the crop can
generate earnings ranging from
Rs 61akh to Rs 20 lakh per acre
depending onyield quality and
market prices, making it signifi-
cantly more profitable than
conventional crops.

Unlike regular potatoes, the
purple variety is sugar-free, rich
invitamin C and antioxidants,
and contains high levels of an-
thocyanins — natural com-
pounds also found in blue-
berries that are associated with
various health benefits. Nutri-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

tional studies suggest that an-
thocyanins may help improve
cholesterol levels, support eye
health, and reduce the risk of
heart disease, certain cancers,
and diabetes.

Singh says he first saw
purple potatoes in retail stores
in Delhi and Chandigarh,
where they were sold for Rs 280
to Rs 400 per kilogram as im-
ported specialty produce. In-
trigued by the crop’s premium
price and nutritional appeal, he
initially bought a few kilograms
toexperiment with cultivation.
When that attempt failed to
produce seed tubers, he im-
ported 20 kg of seed potatoes
from Bolivia in 2022.

The crop, sownona few mar-
lasofland, adapted well to Pun-
jab’s soil and climate, allowing
him to multiply the seeds grad-
ually. Within a year, he ex-
panded cultivation to three ka-
nals, then to around three acres
in the following season. By the
fourth year, the crop had ex-
panded to about 35 acres on his
own farm, with an additional 25
acres being cultivated through
contract farmingarrangements.

Interestingly, when Prime
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Gurjot Singh from Matta village
in Faridkot. ANJU AGNIHOTRI CHABA
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Minister Narendra Modi offi-
cially launched India's own
purple potato variety — Kufri
Jamunia, developed by the
Central Potato Research Insti-
tute (CPRI)in Shimla. — in Au-
gust 2024, Singh had already
been growing them for nearly
two years.

Purple potatoes are believed
to have originated in the An-
dean region of South America,
particularly Bolivia and Peru,
where coloured potato varieties
have been cultivated for cen-
turies. Today, they are gaining

New Delhi

global popularity due to their
high antioxidant content and
use in health-focused foods. In
countries such as the United
States, they are commonly
used in salads, smoothies,
vegan dishes, and even dairy-
freeice creams.

Singh says the crop suits
Punjab’s climate, which is
relatively fungus-free and ideal
for producingdisease-free seed
potatoes. Yields can reach
around 400 bags of 50 kgs per
acre, while the crop’s thicker
peel gives it nearly double the
shelflife of ordinary potatoes.

Beyond selling fresh pro-
duce, Singh focuses primarily
on seed multiplication. Last
season, he sold seed potatoes at
around Rs 5,000 per 50-kg bag,
producing about 200 quintals
of seed per acre. Even with
moderate vyields, he says
farmers can earn several times
more than from wheat or con-
ventional potato varieties, while
input costs remain around Rs
50,000 to Rs 60,000 per acre.

The crop cycle lasts about
90 to 100 days, with sowing
typically in October or Novem-
ber and harvesting between

February and March. Purple
potatoes can be used in a var-
iety of dishes including paran-
thas, tikkis, French fries and
desserts.

This season, when regular
potatoes were selling for just Rs
2toRs 3 per kg, Singh managed
to sell purple potatoes at about
Rs 28 per kg in wholesale mar-
kets, with even higher prices in
metropolitan marketslike Delhi.

To meet rising demand,
Singh has adopted a contract
farming model in which
farmers receive seed tubers
from his farm and returna por-
tion of their harvest for further
multiplication. The system
allows rapid expansion while
maintaining seed quality.

Singh, who began farming
at the age of 14 and later com-
pleted a law degree, now man-
ages about 67 acres of land —
up from the eight acres orig-
inally owned by his family.
Alongside purple potatoes, he
continues to experiment with
several other rare potato var-
ieties as part of his efforts to
promote crop diversification
and high-value agriculture in
Punjab.
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We are a government of
laws, not of men.

— John Adams
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Question CEC, but move
toimpeachis unwise

HE IMPEACHMENT motionlikely to be moved in Par-
liament by parties of the Opposition against Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar is not a step
towards resolution of a political problem, but its dis-
quieting symptom. Clearly, even a united Opposition does not
have the numbers to carry the motion through. At best, there-
fore, it can use it to register a symbolic protest against what it
sees as the EC’s biased functioning — the draft motion cites his
“partisan and discriminatory conduct” and “mass disenfran-
chisement” through the Special Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls. The motion against CEC Kumar is set to come on the heels
of asimilar Opposition move against the Speaker — the no-con-
fidence motion against Om Birla, seeking his removal for the al-
leged failure to ensure the House’s impartial functioning, was
rejected by a voice vote in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday. In both
cases, the Opposition istaking an extreme step to draw attention
to the less-than-fair conduct of umpires. In both, there is merit
in the Opposition’s grievances. But it needs to askitself whether
by rushing to use an instrument of last resort to score only asym-
bolic point, it undermines itself, while risking a hardening of
confrontation with a high-ranking constitutional authority.

Tobe sure, the EC has acted in ways that invite accusations
of political bias on the watch of CEC Kumar. He has treated the
Opposition with disrespect and the poll body’s decisions have
often handed the advantage to the ruling party. The conduct of
the SIR in Bihar raised questions of pace and timing, setting off
a scramble for hard-to-get documents and casting the burden
of proof on the vulnerable voter in an exercise that morphed
into a test of citizenship. But then, the Supreme Court stepped
in, tonudge the EC towards greater transparency, to direct it to
include Aadhaar as proof of identity, so that the SIR does not be-
come an exercise of exclusion. Even amid the ongoing SIR ahead
of elections in West Bengal, the SC intervention has tamped
down the escalating confrontation between the Mamata Baner-
jee government and the EC — the Chief Minister called off her
sit-in after the Court ordered the formation of tribunals to hear
appeals against exclusion from voter lists.

Amid the polarisation, then, and in spite of an executive that
weaponises its majority, there are countervailing forces, checks
and balances. The Opposition needs to make its way by appeal-
ingto, and widening these spaces from within, strategically and
imaginatively. No-confidence and impeachment motions are
a cop-out, and an abdication of that responsibility.

In blacklisting experts,
SCdoesitself disservice

AST MONTH, the Supreme Court took strongexception

to a section in a Class VIII Social Science textbook that

referred to corruption in the judiciary. The section, in-

deed, seemed to reflect bad faith, especially because
many of the deletions and additionsin NCERT text books on the
watch ofthe BJP-led government have been politically motivated.
The judiciary’s seminal role also means that assessments of its
institutional record must be undertaken with utmost care and
diligence, particularly those meant for impressionable minds.
The Court’s reprimand prompted an almost immediate course
correction — the government complied with the SC’s directive
to withdraw the textbook and pulled up the NCERT. However,
after raising the red flag, the SC has further pressed the issue. On
Wednesday;, it directed the Centre, States, UTSs, universities and
publicinstitutions to “dissociate” from the NCERT's team — his-
torian Michel Danino, legal expert Alok Prasanna Kumar and edu-
cationist Suparna Diwakar. This blacklisting and imposition of
curbs by the Court is a let-down. A prickly and thin-skinned re-
sponse goes against the Court’s formidable reputation of expan-
siveness and open-mindedness — built up by bench after bench,
and finding expression in jurisprudence that has expanded the
ambit of the freedom of expression especially.

Inthelastdecade, NCERT textbooks have invited controversy.
The excising of references to the Gujarat riots, pruning of chapters
on medieval Indian history, diluting of references to protest
movements and removal of the mention of the demolition of
Babri Masjid have pointed to a flattening of social complexities
and a forced alignment of texts with the ideology of the ruling
party. At the same time, amid shifting political currents, the SC
has consistently undetlined thatitsintegrity liesin being steadfast
to constitutional values and due processes. The commitment to
its mandate has also made the institution look within. This spirit
of introspection lay behind the then-CJI B R Gavai’s remark in
July last year. “Sadly, there have been instances of corruption...
evenwithin thejudiciary,” he said. The now-withdrawn textbook
referred to Justice Gavai’s speech.

The Court'sumbrage at what it saw asan attempt to selectively
denigrate its institutional dignity wasn’t misplaced. But now, if
the Court’s censure gives way to censoring, it will be a disservice
toits own record of responding to criticism with magnanimity:.

A gift of big,
beautiful shoes

EFORE THE emails and Pizzagate, before the basket of

deplorables and Benghazi, there was a time when criti-

cism of Hillary Clinton revolved around something ap-

parently equally polarising: The pantsuits. One may be
forgiven for wondering why, at a time when such attire was no
longer unusual for women in professional environments. But
politicians’ sartorial choices never fail to attract attention, often
of the negative sort, which may be one reason they tend to stick
tothe uniform--whether suit-and-tie or white-shirt-and-mundu.
Now, all eyes are on the US cabinet and its new uniform of sorts:
Shoes made by the American brand Florsheim.

Accordingtoareportin The Wall Street Journal, US President
Donald Trump has developed a penchant for these shoes and
started gifting them to cabinet members, and other favoured in-
dividuals, after guessing their sizes. They make sure to wear the
shoes in front of him, even when they’re the wrong size -- online
fashion critics have spotted Secretary of State Marco Rubio ap-
parently wearing Florsheims that are too big.

Ifthisistrue, these politicians face the task of catering toa con-
stituency with a very particular aesthetic sense, honed in the
haute couture of 1980s New York. To win even more, they might
alsowant to consider wearing extra-longties, reaching well below
the belt, and even adding a sprinkling of tasteful gold décor to
their homes. As with the discourse over Clinton’s pantsuits,
though, thisisall just adistraction. There are more serious things
tobe concerned about, like the President’s next Truth Social post.

isareminder of the constraints
imposed by such external dependence on
national security and foreign policy.

Independent India began its develop-
ment process with four critical external
dependencies — food, foreign exchange,
defence equipment and energy. The for-
eign exchange crisis of 1957-58 alerted pol-
icy makers to the external financial con-
straint. The war with China in 1962
signalled the shortage of defence equip-
ment. The droughts 0f 1965-67 drew atten-
tion to the critical dependence on food im-
ports. The Gulf War of 1990 contributed to
a spike in oil prices that triggered a bal-
ance-of-payments crisis.

The governments of the day learnt im-
portant economic and foreign policy les-
sons from each crisis. The shortcomings
in defence equipment available during
the 1962 war forced Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru to reach out to the United
States for assistance. The food crisis of the
mid-Sixties showed how external de-
pendence in a vital sector like food could
also be used to shape foreign-policy
choices. President Lyndon Johnson tried
to link food aid to a change in India’s
stance on the war in Vietnam. Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi stood her ground.

The oil crisis 0f1990 and the subsequent
foreign exchange crisis 0f1991 forced India
to approach the International Monetary
Fund for support. Neither the United States
nor other developed economies were will-
ing to help India until the government of
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao undertook
major changes in both economic and for-
eign policy. The diplomatic recognition of

Ukraine, and the weaponisation of energy )
supplies by US President Donald Trump,
draw attention to the constraintsbeingim-
posed on the pursuit of an independent for-
eign policy and highlight the strategic im-
portance of greater self-reliance.

Little wonder then that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has rediscovered the rel-
evance of Nehru’s policy of self-reliance,
that is atmanirbharta, even as Panditji is
slammed day in and day out.

It should be clear to the managers of na-
tional security that the US will persist with
its present policy of weaponising all forms
oftrade, especially trade in energy, defence
equipment and access to advanced and
critical technologies. The optimism gener-
ated by last February’s joint statement
titled, “US-India COMPACT — Catalysing
Opportunities for Military Partnership, Ac-
celerated Commerce & Technology — for
the 21st Century”, should now be set aside
given the events of the last 12 months.

Prime Minister Modi and President
Trump evensigned on to another optimistic
acronym, TRUST — “US-India Transform-
ing the Relationship Utilising Strategic
Technology” — when they agreed
that “energy security is fundamen-
taltoeconomic growth, social well-
being and technical innovation
in both countries”. Trump signed
on a statement that promised to
“ensure energy affordability, relia-
bility and availability, and stable
energy markets.”

By reneging on that promise
Trump hasundone a quarter-cen-
tury of trust-building between the
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While PM Modi seems to have
adopted Indira Gandhi as his
role model on arange of policy
issues and in his style of
governance, he has not yet
acquired her sense of personal
courage and confidence to
stand up to external bullying

Security Partnership, including in oil, gas,
and civil nuclear energy. India can no
longer trust Trump’s America on energy se-
curity after the events of the last fortnight.

Joining hands with Israel, the US has
engulfed all of West Asia in a war that has
serious consequences not just for India’s
energy security but also the larger econ-
omicinterestsithasinvested in the region.
Giventhe geo-economic stake Indiahasac-
quired in the Gulf, the Israel-US action
amounts to a betrayal of trust. The Prime
Minister ought to stand up and say as much
in Parliament.

Indian national security managers
would be well advised not to getlocked into
any more agreements with the US during
the remainder of the Trump administra-
tion given the direction of Trump’s econ-
omic and geopolitical policies. The Modi
government’s policy of “atmanirbharta”
requires it to stand up to the challenge of
neo-imperialism posed by Trump’s aggres-
sive moves around the world. Self-reliance
is earned, not granted.

Even as India continues to manage
theselongstanding external dependencies
in an increasingly uncertain and
difficult global economic and
geopolitical environment, new
vulnerabilities have come to the
fore. Over the past decade, elite
emigration hasemerged asanew
source of external vulnerability.
For alongtime, India has viewed
the diaspora’s reach and stand-
ing, especially in developed
countries and in West Asia, as a
symbol of “soft power” and a

tions of India’s diaspora outreach. More-
over, a globalised Indian power elite is
being used, especially by the US and its
allies, to influence public opinion and
shape policy narratives at home, drawing
India into their conflicts.

The last time this kind of external in-
fluence-mongering was experienced on
such scale was during the Cold War, in the
1960s and 1970s, when a non-aligned India
became an important theatre for external
actors. Once again, one sees a similar in-
crease in the activities of what are these
days fashionably referred to as “in-
fluencers”. The difference between the ear-
lier Cold War era and now is the paradox
that, on the one hand, India has become
more developed and more influential and
yet, on the other hand, it appears to have
become more vulnerable to external press-
ure and influence.

While Prime Minister Modi seems to
have adopted Indira Gandhi as his role
model on arange of policy issues and in his
style of prime ministerial governance, he
has not yet acquired her sense of personal
courage and confidence tostand up tosuch
external bullying. Standing up to Pakistan
is okay. But she stood up to the Big Powers.

Managing Big-Power rivalry, which in
the contemporary era is a three-way con-
test between the US, Russia and China,
while not allowing any one of them to ex-
ploit India’s external strategic depen-
dencies as weapons against India, is what
leadership has to be about.

Baru is a writer and former editor,
The Financial Express

Dignity of life should take into
account the ethics of letting go

YING WITH dignity is one of
the most vexing challenges
we face today. It is a conse-
quence of technological ad-
vances in the medical field
that keep us physically alive but extract a
huge toll in terms of psychological, social,

Not surprisingly, this has led to a de-
mand in many countries for physician-as-
sisted suicide. It also comes with the ar-
gument that the right to life must include
the quality of that life and that, when
faced with unbearable suffering brought
on by medical treatments that rob one of
dignity, one should have the right to say

Given this background, the recent Su-
preme Court judgment allowing a young
man who had been in a vegetative state for
13 long years after a tragic accident to fi-
nally die with dignity is welcome. How-
ever, the elderly parents should not have
had to petition the courts over a number

Surely, it could have been dealt within
a speedier manner by the doctors them-
selves when they realised that there was

The procedure to be followed when
thereisno hope of recovery, regardless of
whether a signed advance medical direc-
tive (AMD) is available or not, was clari-
fied by a Constitution Bench of the Su-
preme Court in 2019 in response to an
application filed by the Indian Society of

The need to act expeditiously, while
also laying down safeguards, was empha-

HARMALA financial and spiritual suffering.
GuPTA
“No more!”
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sised. These require constituting a pri-
mary medical board in the hospital where
the patientis being treated, as well as a sec-
ondary medical board that would include
experts from outside the hospital to pro-
vide oversight. Both are to give their deci-
sions, ideally, within 48 hours. This prac-
tice was certainly not followed in this case.

Discontinuing a treatment when you
know that it is not in the interest of
your patient, but will instead prolong suf-

fering, upholds the Hippocratic Oath to
which all doctors are sworn. This is ethical
medical practice.

It requires caring doctors who are will-
ing to spend time with the patient and
relatives, explaining the pros and cons, lis-
tening to their concerns, and honouring
the AMD (if available) or the wishes the pa-
tient may have expressed to their loved
ones or to a surrogate when able to do so.

The medical community, too, needsto
come to a consensus as to whether remov-
ing a feeding tube or abreathing tube that
is doing the patient more harm than good
falls within the realm of ethical medical
practice, or should be considered “passive
euthanasia”, as the court termed it in the
present case.

Palliative care staff working with pa-
tients with debilitating and life-limiting
conditions in our country have been em-
phasising the need for palliative care
teams to guide this process of care and
provide a pathway once it is clear that
there is no cure or hope for recovery.

They are willing to contribute to the
setting up of end-of-life guidelines in
healthcare institutions for these patients
and their caregivers. Based on our 30
years of experience at CanSupport in look-
ing after patients with serious health-re-
lated suffering, there is no doubt in our
minds that palliative care — which en-
sures continuing quality of life, and death
with dignity — must be universally avail-
able and made part of our public health-
care system.

No one should have to bear the
indignity of life-prolonging measures,
strapped to a machine in the ICU, that
only increase suffering.

To reiterate, ensuring quality of life is
as much an intrinsic part of ethical medi-
cal practice as prolonging life. It is not
about being humane or kind; it is the pro-
fessional duty of the doctor who has sworn
an oath to relieve suffering,.

The writer is founder-president,
CanSupport

In our shared home, we built
ourselves arefuge

SHREYA
BASAK

WHO’S MY

neighbour
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Twowomen
stitched this
neighbourhood
together
between work,
exhaustion,
laughter,and
conversations.
It reveals what
women enjoy
and who they
are when no
oneis watching

HAT FIRST week, I could not sleep. Not because it

wasanew house, an unfamiliar space, butduetothe

weight oflearning tolive alone —again — after build-

ing a home with someone. For me, the new house

was a place where this shift had to quietly settle in;
for the friend sharing this house with me, it was a space to begin
afresh after a difficult personal time. We were both shedding old
skin, relearning to do things our way.

Lookingback, Irealise that through most of my 20s, whenever
Imoved house, my neighbourhood seemed to move with me, ex-
cept this neighbourhood is not astreet or a cluster of buildings. It
isthe ordinary, vulnerable moments of life unfolding in the space
between me and my closest friend from college. In the seven years
since we moved to this city, this has grown to be the safest neigh-
bourhood I have known.

For most, the idea of neighbourhood once meant familiar
faces. There was always someone to borrow sugar from, someone
who'd check in when the lights went out. But that closeness also
came with watchful eyes. Neighbours quietly shaped how you
stepped out, what you wore, and who you were expected to be-
come. They were both community and audience.

Over time, for me, the neighbourhood became a space built
slowly through care, trust, and shared thinking. In Delhi, where
thetraditional idea of neighbourhood often fades into anonymity
and hustle, adifferentkind of neighbourhood, one held together
by friendship, feminist care, and a shared sense of freedom, has
quietly grown inside the many apartments we have rented.

Mornings here often begin with two cups of coffee, pancakes
or garlic toast, and Taylor Swift. Here, sharing chores is free of
conflict. There are small rituals, too. Curating a playlist that turns
cooking into a recreational activity. Flowers placed on the table
as an act of hope. A dessert baked without prompting. Finding
joy in caring for cats. Solidarity holds this neighbourhood to-
gether. It could be part friendship, part love affair, part partner-
ship. A space where, simply by being seen and understood, each
of us has slowly become more ourselves. Sometimes that simply
means asking, “Tui thik achish?” (All okay?).”

Sometimes it reminds me of my childhood. Afterlong morn-
ings, mothers would stand by the doorway talking to the aunt
next door, sharing the weight of the day and spilling secrets. But
those conversations would pause if an elder or male relative
walked in. Here, it feels different. The doors only open widetr.

Two women stitched this neighbourhood together between
work, exhaustion, laughter, and long conversations. In a way, it
reveals what women truly enjoy and who they are when no one
is watching. It carries the emotional and political labour that
women pour into the idea of home — a place that has changed
me as a person and that I will always want to return to.

The writer is a Delhi-based development communication professional
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Chavantobeswornin

S B CHAVAN will be swornin as Chief Min-
ister of Maharashtra. The swearing-in of
most of the members of the new Council of
Ministers is also slated for the same day.
The Chief Minister-elect, who will be relin-
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quishing charge as the Union Home Min-
ister, said in New Delhi that he will take into
his ministry persons of talent, experience
and capacity to work without consideration
of group affiliations. He is against the cre-
ation of a post of deputy chief minister.

Mlalblenn vk di 255 Tensionsin Pakistan

NINE PROMINENT opposition leaders of

i e e Pakistan, including National Democratic
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Party leader Khan Abdul Wali Khan have
been put under house arrest to prevent

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

them from attending a meeting against the
government action on poppy growers. Be-
sides Wali Khan, the other prominent
leaders put under house arrest include the
party’s central vice president, Haji Ghulam
Ahmad Bilour, and provincial president
Mohammad Afzal Khan.

Golden Temple ‘incidents’

THE CENTRE has told the Punjab govern-
ment that “secessionist activities” con-
tinue to take place in the Golden Temple
complex and that the latter should check
these. In communication with the Chief
Minister, Surjit Singh Barnala, the Union
Minister of State for Internal Security, Arun
Nehru, is understood to have pointed out
that the “Khalistan” flag continued to fly at
the top of a building in the complex where

New Delhi

it was put on January 26. He has asked the
state government to bring it down.

Surplus budget for Bengal

THE WEST Bengal Chief Minister, JyotiBasu,
now looking after finance, presented inthe
state Legislative Assembly a surplus budget
of Rs50.53 crore for 1986-87, inclusive of a
Rs 28.57 crore opening balance. Basu pro-
posed new levies to mop up Rs 40.5 crore, of
which Rs 30 crore alone would come fromin-
creased cess on coal. However, Basu said
the surplus had to take into account the pay-
ment of five instalments of dearness allow-
ance to state government employees be-
sides the additional commitment of Rs 8
crore for development of infrastructural fa-
cilities in the Calcutta metropolitan develop-
ment areas and other urban areas.
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® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Force alone won't bring peace: Israel
should negotiate with Lebanon.

— Haaretz, Israel
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THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

|||-

im -
. 1
H
hs -
. . :
. 1
- o, S Ty .--F._ .
. ==
L T W i
i ; A "
" + -
by Vg B0 L ——
H
n .

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

Can an age-based ban on social-media use safeguard the young from its harms?

Let’s talk protection, Ban cannotaddress

not control

'l i
ALISHA LALLJEE

Y SON doesn’t listen to
anyone at home or at
school. We are all fed up
and close to giving up. If
e government can inter-
vene and ban social-media use, we are all
for it. At least we will have some peace in
the house,” arelatively annoyed parent of
a16-year-old told me the other day.

The Andhra Pradesh government has
recently announced that it is exploring
banning social media for children under
13. Other states such as Karnataka, Ma-
harashtra, and Kerala, too, have ex-
pressed interestin bringing in legislation
to restrict social-media use. When the
government proposes a ban on social-
media use for children, reactions tend to
be immediate. Some see it as moral po-
licing. Others see it as long-overdue pro-
tection. But if we pause the outrage and
listen carefully to what is happening in
homes, classrooms and therapy rooms,
a quieter truth emerges.

Children today are growing up in digi-
tal spaces that are not built for their psy-
chological safety. Unlike television, which
we consumed passively, social media is
immersive, persuasive and algorithm-
driven. It does notjust entertain; it studies
behaviour, amplifies insecurities and re-
wards comparison. A child may appear to
be scrolling harmlessly, but beneath that
screen are subtle messages about appear-
ance, popularity, worth and validation.
The developing brain is especially sensi-
tive to reward loops. Every like, every com-
ment, every notification activates adopa-
mine cycle that children do not yet have
the maturity to regulate. Over time, this
can shape attention spans, self-esteem
and emotional resilience, often without
the child even realising something is shift-
inginside them.

What makes this more concerning is
that harm on social media is not loud at
first. It does not always show up as obvious
distress. It shows up as subtle withdrawal,
shorter attention spans, constant check-
ing, fear of missing out (FOMO), and a
quiet but persistent comparison with
others. Children begin to measure them-
selves against filtered lives and edited
bodies. They internalise standards that are
unrealistic, and live in this biased bubble
that they believe is true. They constantly

measure their lives against these stan-
dards and often despair when they can't
match up. Exposure to cyberbullying and
inappropriate content complicates their
emotional landscape.

Parents often notice mood swings but
do not connect the dots to digital expo-
sure. Social media harms in ways that are
cumulative and psychological; it may not
always be immediate or dramatic. By the
time the effects become visible, a child is
already suffering from anxiety disorders,
sleep disturbance, body image concerns
or attention difficulties.

All of these do call for a supervisory
mechanism that empowers not just par-
ents, but also childreninthelongrun. An
absolute and blanket ban, however, may
not be the most effective or realistic way
to go about it. Technology is embedded
in modern life. A rigid prohibition may
simply drive usage underground, mak-
ing monitoring harder and conversa-
tions difficult. Children would continue
using social media whether we like it or
not, but they would simply do it on the
sly this time.

What could the possible restrictions
looklike? For instance, delaying indepen-
dent access until a certain age while allow-
ing supervised, time-limited exposure
could strike a balance, as children would
be more accountable. Screen-time caps
integrated at a system level rather than
left entirely to parental enforcement
could ease the burden on families, as
many children are manipulative about it.
Digital literacy education must also be-
come compulsory in schools, teaching
children not only how to use technology,
but how not to use it.

Ultimately, this debate is not about
control; it is about protection during a vul-
nerable developmental window. We do
notallow children to drive cars before they
are ready, not because driving is evil, but
because age-related maturity matters. The
same principle applies here. Childhood is
aperiod when identity is fragile, self-worth
is still at a formative stage, and peer vali-
dation carries enormous weight. A
thoughtful, calibrated restriction ac-
knowledges both realities: That social
mediaishere tostay, and that children de-
serve stronger guardrails. The ban, if re-
fined rather than absolute, could serve as
aprotective pause, giving children time to
build the emotional tools they need before
steppinginto a digital world that does not
always have their best interests at heart.
This would also lessen the burden on al-
ready struggling parents.

The writer is a Mumbai-based psychologist,
psychotherapist and special educator

full spectrum of risk
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APARAJITA BHARTI
AND SIDDHARTH DEB

TISrare for policy discussions to res-
onate in every home as much as the
potential ban on social media for
those under 16. Regulating screen
time is one of the most stressful fea-
tures of modern parenting, and these pro-
posals seem to be resonating with ex-
hausted parents worldwide. India until
recently appeared on a different path.
However, something shifted in thelast two
months. The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment, otherwise known to be one of the
most tech-forward state governments, was
the first to announce that it was exploring
such a move. Other states — Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Goa, Bihar, and Kerala —
rushed to announce exploratory dis-
cussions in this regard. This year’s Econ-
omic Survey framed social media addic-
tion as a “public health issue” but shied
away from a policy prescription. Reports
suggest that the Centre has also started
looking at age-related restrictions.

However, what seems “popular” is not
often the best policy solution. First, a social
media ban for under-16s can create a false
sense of security among policymakers and
caregivers. Risk permeates across the in-
ternet. The nature of those risks differs
from platform to platform. Young people
encounter varying risks on gaming plat-
forms, Al chatbots and VoIP (voice over in-
ternet protocol) services. Banningone kind
of platform will only result in young people
migrating to other online spaces that
adults (and regulators) are less familiar
with. Thus, the limits of ban-first ap-
proaches cannot be ignored.

Second, a significant number of young
people access the internet in single-device
households. In shared-device settings,
family structures organically regulate
screen time. Regulations around young
people’s access to digital services must be
attuned tothereality that kids often bypass
these restrictions by simply using their par-
ents’accountsand are generally adept at by-
passing access-control restrictions.

Third, unlike the Global North, accessto
digital platformsin India helps bridge exist-
ingsocio-economicinequitiestoalarger ex-
tent. The 2024 ASER survey cited by the
Economic Survey also observes that over
half of young people in rural areas use

smartphones foreducation. It also observed
that nearly 80 per cent of mothers were only
schooled till Class X, with over 40 per cent
having only completed Class V. This points
totheinverse dependence of mothers (often
primary caregivers) on their children for
digital guidance. Therefore, policymakers
should weigh the wider ramifications of cut-
ting kids’ access to online spaces.

Given this context, Indiashould explore
frameworks that align with social realities
while addressing parents’ legitimate con-
cerns. First, interventions should build on
recent legislative reforms like India’s forth-
coming DPDP Act, which holds critical im-
plications for young people’s digital safety.
Set for rollout in May 2027, the DPDP Act li-
mits personalisation and bans targeted ad-
vertising for under-18s. Additionally, its
verifiable parental consent requirement for
childrenisIndia’s first brush with age verifi-
cation. Itsimplementation will provide evi-
dence about India’s ability to successfully
deploy population-scale age-verification
methods. For context, countrieslike Austra-
lia are struggling with domestic rollouts.
Evenlimited banslike the “Cinderellalaw”
in South Korea, which prohibited children
from using gaming platforms late at night,
failed as young people circumvented age-
verification systems easily.

In parallel, India canintroduce a frame-
work built on well-being-by-design prin-
ciples. These can apply universally to all
digital services with specific guardrails
around addiction, stranger contact and
other harmful behaviours. The principles
should be augmented by transparency
norms and penalties in case of violations.
Platforms canbe nudged toincrease theup-
take of parental controls and user awareness
about their reporting and safety features.

Lastly, we need to increase invest-
ments in digital safety education for
children and parents. We have a gener-
ation of parents that have had social media
since they were teens and are no less prone
to harmful online behaviours. While some
school boards have adopted digital safety
curricula, they are not implemented uni-
formly as this is often seen as a “supple-
mentary” activity. Such curricula should
also be dynamically updated to keep pace
with rapid technological change.

Indian policymakers have taken a prag-
matic approach to digital regulation so far,
one that balances safety with socio-econ-
omic upliftment. We hope that when it
comes to digital access for teenagers, we
adoptasimilarapproach and find amiddle
path that achieves our goals.

Bhartiis co-founder of Young Leaders for Active
Citizenship (YLAC) and The Quantum Hub
(TQH). Deb is associate director, TQH
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MAHALAKSHMI RAMAKRISHNAN

KN PANIKKAR was among the stalwart his-
torians who contributed to the reputation of
the Centre for Historical Studies, JNU. Be-
ginning his career at the University of Delhi,
Panikkar was invited to join the CHS in 1972
by the pioneers who were giving shape to a
new and confident department. S Gopal,
Romila Thaparand Bipan Chandraall found
inthe youngPanikkar a dedicated and moti-
vated teacher and researcher.

Panikkar initiated a new field of history;,
a socio-cultural history of modern India,
which gradually took off, like many new
areas the Centre initiated. His course on the
intellectual history of modern India gave a
new orientation to social and cultural his-

Panikkar,an uncompromising historian

tory, till then not taught in most universities.
His presidential address at the Indian His-
tory Congressin 1975 onIndia’s social reform
movement in the 19th century was a reflec-
tion of his contribution to this field.

A Marxist, he engaged with questions
perceived as outside the mainstream of es-
tablished historiography, as seen in his im-
portant work Culture and Consciousness in
Modern India: A Historical Perspective. His
interest in political and intellectual history
resulted in several landmark publications,
including Against Lord and State: Religion
and Peasant Uprisingsin Malabar, 1836-1921,
Communalismin India: A Perspectivefor In-
tervention, and Culture, Ideology, Hegem-
ony: Intellectuals and Social Consciousness
in Colonial India.

At a time when everyone in the south of
the Vindhyas was considered “Madrasi,”
pioneers at the CHS made it a point to move

away from the North India-centric gaze. R
Champakalakshmi, who specialised in pre-
modern Tamil Nadu, and Panikkar, whose
specialisation was modern and contempor-
ary Indian history, stood tall among the gal-
axy of historians. However, the fact that they
were from South India certainly had a bear-
ingon the kinds of courses and research fos-
tered in the centre. Delhi/North India, even
until the early 1990s, was an alien land for
many of us from the south, and the presence
of these scholars made a difference. In my
case, I moved to JNU from Hyderabad to
work with Champakalakshmi, whose writ-
ings had inspired my research. If it weren’t
for the likes of her and Panikkar, people like
me would have run back to our safe havens
without completing our degrees.

After his retirement, Panikkar returned
home and was received with open arms in
Kerala. Morethanadecade ago, Imethimat

the Indian History Congress and the Kerala
History Congress. It was heartening to see
hisdefence of professional history in the face
of attacks on the discipline from an anti-his-
tory and ideologically motivated position.

Panikkar embodied the intellectualism
of Independent India that was courageous
and never compromised on academicinteg-
rity. I joined the faculty just after he retired
and proudly inherited his and Champaka-
lakshmi’s mantle, even though it sat some-
what awkwardly on my shoulders. Panik-
kar’sloss will be keenly felt, especially when
the discipline is under attack and the com-
munalism that he sought an intervention
against is at its peak. His legacy lives on
through those who carry forward his convic-
tions and courage.

The writer is a historian and professor at
Centre for Historical Studies, JNU
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Opposition is using
everyinstrument to
protect institutions

ZEROHOUR

BY DEREK O’BRIEN

ARLIAMENT IS in session.
Thereisastrongbuzzin the cor-
ridors of the Lok Sabha and the
RajyaSabhathata clutch of Op-
position parties will soon be
moving a motion of removal against the
ChiefElection Commissioner (CEC). Ifthe
motion to remove the CEC is filed (as I
think it will be), this will be a first.
In the last 75 years, India has had
25 Chief Election Commissioners.
Neither House of Parliament has ever
brought a removal motion against the
CEC. Never. Is the current CEC all set to
hold a dubious record?

Process of removal

For the removal of the CEC, 100
members of the Lok Sabha or 50 members
of the Rajya Sabha have to submit a notice
tothe Speaker or Chairman. Ifthe notice is
admitted, a three-member committee is
formed toinvestigate the same. If the com-
mittee findsthe groundsvalid, the motion
istakenup for consideration. It needstobe
passed by a special majority (a majority of
the total membership of the House and at
least two-thirds of the members present
and voting) of both the houses.

The Constitution pre-
scribes that the CEC can
be removed from his of-
fice on the same grounds
asajudge ofthe Supreme
Court —“proved misbe-
haviour or incapacity”.
The term “proved misbe-
haviour” has been inter-
preted toinclude deliber-
ate abuse of powers,
partisan exercise of con-
stitutional functions fa-
vouring one political
formation over others,
and actions that under-
mine public confidence
in the independence and impartiality of
the CEC, amongst other attributes.

Independence ofthe ECI

During the Constituent Assembly de-
bates, B R Ambedkar had said, “the elec-
tion machinery should be outside the con-
trol of the executive government”. Thiswas
reiterated by the Supreme Court duringthe
Anoop Baranwal v Union of India case of
2023, when it ruled that the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and Election Com-
missioners (ECs) should be selected by a
three-member committee consisting of the
Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and the Chief Justice of India.

Disregarding SC

A few months later, the Union govern-
ment cocked a snook at the SC and came
up with the CEC Act. Section 7 of the Act
fundamentally changed this structure by
creating a selection committee consisting

of the Prime Minister (chairperson), the
Leader ofthe Oppositionin the Lok Sabha,
and, incredulously, a Union Cabinet Min-
ister nominated by the Prime Minister.

Thisarrangement gives the executive
a majority (two out of three members),
allowing the Union to control appoint-
ments to the ECL

Aglorious past

The Election Commission has a long
and famed record. Sukumar Sen, West
Bengal’s Chief Secretary and later India’s
first Chief Election Commissioner, was
given the enviable task of conducting
India’sfirst general election. Morethan 170
million Indians were eligible to vote. Of
these, around 85 per cent were illiterate.
16,500 clerks, 56,000 presiding officersand
over 2 lakh policemen were deployed.
Bridges were built over rivers to reach vil-
lages in the hills. Naval vessels sailed to
reach small islands. This was the largest
democratic exercise in the world.

S'Y Quraishi, the 17th CEC, expanded
the Systematic Voters’ Education and
Electoral Participation (SVEEP) in order
to achieve voter literacy. He also took cat-
egorical stands against the negative ef-
fects of the media boom such as paid news
and opinion polls. The 23rd CEC of India,
Sunil Arora, capitalised on technology to
create adatabase of more than 930 million
electors, and launched a nationwide
phone helpline number.

Afirst

How, then, did we reach this day in
2026 when opposition parties are now
unitedly considering taking the un-
precedented action of at-
tempting to remove the
CEC? Even though the
notice can be moved in
just one House, it seems
the Opposition is mul-
ling moving it in both
Houses. Strong messag-
ing. Members of the Op-
position are using every
constitutional tool avail-
able to protect the sanc-
tity of India’s gloriousin-
stitutions. However, if
thenoticeisnottakenup
by the Union govern-
ment, doubts will be
raised about a tacit understanding be-
tween the executive and the CEC.

In 1991, there was an uproar in Parlia-
menttoremove T N Seshan asthe CEC. But
noformal notice was ever filed. In2006, the
BJP-NDA submitted a memorandum
seekingthe removal of Navin Chawla asan
Election Commissioner. Here, too, no par-
liamentary process was involved.

Are MPssittingtoday in the Opposition
on the verge of making history?

PS: Inthe first general election, 28 lakh
women had their names struck off the
electoral rolls. Why? Because they refused
to share their actual names and instead
identified themselves as “mother of A”, or
“wife of B”. “The Times They Are a-Chan-
gin”— Bob Dylan.

The writer is MP and leader, All India
Trinamool Congress Parliamentary Party.
Additional research: Chahat Mangtani,
Ayashman Dey, Varnika Mishra

LETTERS TOTHE EDITOR

Euthanasia verdict

THE SUPREME Court’s verdictin
the Harish Rana case is a moment
of quiet but significant legal prog-
ress (‘On passive euthanasia, over
tothe Centre’, IE, February 12).
For 13 years, his family carried
an unbearable burden with
remarkable dignity, and the
court hasrightly acknowledged
that. What stands out equally, how-
ever, is the Court’s call for a com-
prehensive law on passive eutha-
nasia. Thisislong overdue. Relying
on case-by-casejudicial interven-
tion is neither practical nor fair to
families already overwhelmed by
griefand medical uncertainty. Par-
liament must take this up seriously
and draft clear, humane guidelines
covering consent, medical board
procedures, and palliative care
standards. The right to die with
dignity should not depend on
one’s ability to approach the
Supreme Court.

Abbharna Barathi, Chennai

THE SUPREME Court’s decision in
the Harish Rana case once again
highlights the moral and legal com-
plexities surrounding passive eu-
thanasiainIndia (‘On passive eu-
thanasia, over to the Centre’, IE,
February 12). While the Court had
earlier recognised the right to die
with dignity under Article 21in the
landmark Common Causev Union

New Delhi

of India (2018) judgment, the
absence of a clear statutory frame-
work continues to burden families
and hospitals with procedural un-
certainty. Countries such as the Ne-
therlands and Belgium have devel-
oped detailed safeguards
governing end-of-life decisions,
combining medical oversight with
legal accountability. India, too,
must move beyond case-by-case
judicial relief and enact
comprehensive legislation that
protects patient autonomy while
preventing misuse.

Palak Verma, Mandi Gobindgarh

Gas prices

THE MODI government has failed
in foreseeing the impact of the
Iran-Israel-US war despite enough
warnings (‘West Asia crisis arem-
inder for self-reliance, energy
growth: PM’, IE, March 12). Though
PM Narendra Modi travelled to Is-
rael just a few days before the latter
attacked Iran, his government
failed to foresee the problems the
country was destined to face due to
unrest in West Asia and make alter-
native arrangements. People are
facing hardships due to acute
shortage of cooking gas. Hotels and
eateries are shutting down due to
non-availability of gas. More
importantly, hospitals are facing
serious problems.

Tharcius S Fernando, Chennai
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Corrigendum
Ady No - 1058/11/1301/2026/43549 on dated 03.03.2026 advertise n
Indhian Express and Damik Jagran for post of MO, LTs, Staff Nurse, m ART
center PGIMS Rohtak & Blood Bank LT i PGIMS Rohtak, STI counsclor
i civil Hospital Rohtak will be re- advertised due to admimistrative reason,
Wil/-
Civil Surgeon

No, 43500/HRY Rohtak

MUMNICIPAL
M G CORPORATION

af GURUGRAM
HNURTORING GURUDGEAM

Municipal Corporation Gurugram
PUBLIC NOTICE

Subject: - Regarding Prohibition of Open Defecation and Open
Urination.

It is hereby informed to all residents, shopkeepers, commercial
establishments, labourers, visitors and the general public within the
jurisdiction of Municipal Corporation Gurugram (MCG) that open
defecation and open urination at public places are strictly prohibited.
Municipal Corporation Gurugram is committed to maintaining a clean,
hygienic, and healthy city under the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission
and ensuring public sanitation standards.

Prohibition

No person shall:

® Defecate or urinate in open areas such as roads, streets, parks, vacant
plots, drains, public spaces, markets, or any unauthorized locations.

o Create unhygienic conditions causing nuisance or environmental

pollution.

Availability of Public Facilities

MCG has provided adequate sanitation facilities including:

® Public Toilets

® Community Toilets

® Mobile Toilet Units

® (itizens are requested to use designated sanitation facilities only.

Penalty Provisions

Any person found violating the above directions shall be liable for action
under Municipal Bye-Laws and applicable provisions of sanitation
regulations, including:

® Imposition of spot fine/penalty of Rs, 500/-

® [ egal action as per Municipal Act provisions

® Repeated violations may attract stricter enforcement measures

Public Cooperation Requested
All residents and stakeholders are requested to:
® Maintain cleanliness in public places.
® Encourage others to use public toilets.
® Report violations to Municipal Authorities.
Commissioner
Municipal Corporation

No 43793/HRY Gurugram

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER, PHED, REGION AJMER

PHONE NO. 0145-2624748, Email-aceregionajmer@gmail.com
No. F.()/Ar.MP/2025-2026/18632-18681 Dated: 05/03/2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS
Bids for the Augmentation of UWSS Niwai, Conversion from RWSS to UWSS Diggi and
Lambabharisingh and conversion from ['P&T to piped water supply Jadmo ki dhani including 05 year
O&M after 01 year defect liability period Division Malpura District Tonk under Budget
Announcement 2025-26 (NIT No.25/2025-26; Estimated Cost Rs.7352.82 Lacs) are invited from
interested bidders up to 06.04.2026 Other particulars of the Bid may be visited on the procurement
portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.
UBN NO. PHE 2526BLOB15234
NIB No. PHE2526A7052

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (]

E-Tender Notice

Batch No-1%/2026
E-Tender Motice for supply of materials
‘Participation in through” Web Postal of
IREPS www.ireps.gov.in. Offers are
invited for supply of the following material
The diosing tme for the fender iz at 14.00
Hrs. (1) Tender No.; 392561504 | Short
Description of item: CASMUB-22-NLE
cast steel bogies with friction damping
arrangament for BOBRM wagon as per Drg.
Mo, WD-04078-511. All-4, item no. 1 10 18
Excapt item no. 4, 6, 7, B,&-B(Drg. attached)

Sd/-
(Ram Chandra Rar)
Additional Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/5002/2026 PHED Region Ajmer

] GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA ==

T WEBSITE
NAME OF OPENING AMOUNT / NODAL OFFICER/
;l;' BOARD/CORP./ Sgﬁ}ég 2&%’;’; DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX,) | o A%P;)TC}I(;ERP ; CONTACT
) AUTH DATE (TIME) IN RUPEES AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
DADA LAKHMI CHAND
STATE UNIVERSITY OF RATE CONTRACT OF
12.03.2026 . 9416198934
1 PERFORMING AND SANITARY ITEMS IN 11,10,793/- | wwwdlcsupva.acin = . .
27.03.2026 dipakgohana@mail.com
VISUAL ARTS, SECTOR-6, DLCSUPVA ROHTAK
_ ROHTAK. _
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 43778/HRY

and as per *Scope of Supply” of RDSO
Technical Pamphlet "WD-21_CASKLUB-Z2-
NLE BOGIE-83 (Rev-2, Amend-5),
CGuantity: 18 Mos.. Publishing Date &
Time: 09/Marchi26, 2346 Hrs, Tender
Cloging Date & Time: 30 March 2026
14:00 Hrs, Paricipants are required 1o
submit - their offer only on-ling through the
web Pordal of IREPS-www.ireps.gov.in
before the closing date and fime. Other
details regarding Consignee and detailed
description of slores ase availabla-in tender
document in lender notice on the above

portal. Sr. DOMM/IECR/DHN
PRI1921/DHNISTORE/T/2526/25-26/32

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation Ltd.

D-Block, Swasthya Bhawan, C-Scheme, Jaipur - 302005
Ph. No. 01412223887, Fax No. 0141-2228065, E-Mail-edepmrmsc-rj@nic.in
Ref. No. : F-8() RMSC/EPM/M-3/NIB-879/2025-26/1783 Dated :- 05/03/2026

Corrigendum / Addendum
Bid for item CR Machine (NIB-879) are invited from interested bidders up to
Date: 23.03.2026 : 06:00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on
Procurement portal website https://sppp-.rajasthan.gov.in or

www.dipronline.org or https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or website
http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.

UBN :- MSC2526GLOB00060
Raj.Samwad/C/25/22214
£

Executive Director (EPM)
Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation

Haryana Government Gazette

Published by Authority

MUNICIPAL
M G CORFORATION

of GURUGRAM
HNURETORING GURUGENAM

Municipal Corporation Gurugram
PUBLIC NOTICE

Subject: - Prohibition of Manual Cleaning of Sewer and Septic Tanks.

It is hereby informed to all residents, RW As, institutions, commercial establishments,
contractors, and the general public within the jurisdiction of Municipal Corporation
Gurugram that manual cleaning of sewers, manholes, and septic tanks is strictly
prohibited. Manual scavenging and hazardous manual entry into sewer or septic tanks
without approved mechanized equipment is a punishable offence under the provisions
of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation
Act, 2013.

Prohibition

No individual, agency, contractor, or establishment shall:

®  Engage any person for manual cleaning of sewer lines, manholes, drains, or septic
tanks.

® Allow entry of any worker into sewer/septic tank without proper authorization,
safety gear, and mechanized support.

®  Undertake septic tank cleaning through unsafe or traditional manual methods.

Mandatory Compliance

All sewer and septic tank cleaning shall be carried out only through:
®  Mechanized equipment

® Authorized agencies approved by Municipal Corporation Gurugram
®  Proper safety protocols and protective equipment

Penalty Provisions

Violation of the above provisions shall attract:

® [egal action under applicable laws.

® [mposition of penalties and prosecution.

®  Blacklisting of contractors/agencies involved.
® Registration of FIR against responsible persons.

Safety Advisory

Residents, RWAs, institutions, and commercial establishments are advised to:

® Hire only authorized mechanized desludging operators.

® [nform MCG before undertaking septic tank cleaning.

® [mmediately report any instance of manual sewer cleaning.

Helpline / Complaint

Any violation may be reported to:

®  Municipal Corporation Gurugram Control Room 1800-180-1817 (Toll Free)
®  Sanitation Branch, MCG

® Official complaint portal/mobile application

Commissioner
Municipal Corporation
Gurugram

No 43797/ HRY
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Office Order

Subject: - Constitution of the Responsible Sanitation Authority (RSA) and
Emergency Response Sanitation Unit (ERSU).

In order to prohibit construction/maintenance of insanitary latrines and employment of
any person for manual scavenging or hazardous cleaning of sewerage and septic tanks
with the view to deploy mechanized cleaning of sewerage, septic tanks and eliminating
manual scavenging, the Responsible Sanitation Authority (RSA) and Emergency
Response Sanitation Unit (ERSU) are being constituted.

The composition of Responsible Sanitation Authority (RSA) : -

®  Chairperson: Chief Engineer, MCG

® Member Secretary: Executive Engineer-HQ; MCG

® Technical Members: Executive Engineers, Assistant Engineers & Junior
Engineers

® Health Member: Chief Medical Officer, MCG.

Primary Functions

® Resource Management: To procure and maintain specialized mechanized
equipment (Suction machines, Jetting machines, etc.).

® Regulatory Oversight: To issue and enforce "Sewer Entry Permits" (No entry
into a sewer is allowed without RSA approval).

® Empanelment: To register and regulate Private Sanitation Service Organizations
(PSSOs) operating in Gurugram.

® Criminal Liability: To initiate legal action against any private entity or individual
found forcing/allowing a human to enter a sewer without protective gear.

Emergency Response Sanitation Unit (ERSU)

The ERSU is the operational/field-level wing that acts like a *'Fire Brigade for

Sewers.”” It responds to emergencies such as blockages, overflows, or accidents etc.

1. Composition of ERSU

® Nodal Officer: Executive Engineer (Divisional).

® Assistant Nodal Officer: Assistant Engineer designated by Nodal Officer

® Quick Response Team: A team of 10112 trained ‘‘Sewer Entry Professionals’’

(SEPs) equipped with PPE/Safety kit constituted by Nodal Officer.

® Control Room Operators: 24x7 staff to be deployed by the Nodal Officer to
manage the Helpline Nos. 1800-180-1817 (MCG) & 14420 (National Safai Mitra
Helpline).

2. Equipment Mandate

The ERSU must maintain the following "Life-Saving Kit" at all times:

Gas Detectors

Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)

Tripod with Winch and Safety Harnesses

Emergency Medical Kit and Oxygen Cylinders

Jetting and Suction Machines with GPS tracking

Any other equipment as required to ERSU

Commissioner
Municipal Corporation

No 43796/HRY Gurugram

District Health and Family Welfare Society

O/o Civil Surgeon Rohtak
Address - Civil Surgeon Office Rohtak
Phone No:- .........ceeeeuueeee

Re-Advertisement Against Advertisement Code PRDH:-1058/11/1301/2026/43589
on dated, 05/03/2026 in news paper Dainik Jagran and Indian Express

Advertisement Code PRDH:-1058/11/1301/2026/43589 on dated 05/03/ 2026 has canceled due to some
administrative reasons so applied candidate need to apply again. Applications are invited from eligible candidates to
fill the following posts in District Rohtak under Haryana State. AIDS Control Society Posts are purely on contract basis for
a fixed period initially up to 31.03.2026 (extendable, subject to further administrative approval and performance).

Application from completed in all respect along with photocopy of all essential qualification certificates and
relevant documents (attested/self attested) must be submitted through registered post/by hand to “District T.B.
Hospital Rohtak, Room No -5 before closing dated 21/03/2026 by 5.00 PM after that no application form will
be accepected and no separate correspondence in this regard will be entertained by this office. This office will
not be responsible for any postal delay. Candidates are also advised to visit the website of Health Haryana i.e.
haryanahealth.gov.in regularly for any corrigendum/notice/updates/result etc.

Incomplete applications forms shall be rejected. Candidates are Also advised to read the instructions
carefully before applying for the post. The Applicants who already applied advertisement published by
Haryana AIDS control Society Panchkula on 22 January 2026 Indian express for the following posts will be
considered no need to apply again.

Consolidated
salary
per month

No. of post
and
Category

Sr. Place
No Posting

Name
of the Post

Essential qualification / Age
Eligibility criteria limit

Position: MO-ART

Essential Qualifications:-

MBBS with valid registration from the respective State

Medical Council/NMC.

Desirable:

Experience in HIV/AIDS Program/Post ART settings,

These with MD Medicien/Diploma in Medicine will be

ART preferr?d. ‘
1 CENTER POST-1 Essential Experlencef- .
M.O 6 months’ work experience. Post Graduates from clinical
PGIMS CAT-GEN | .. . . . . .

ROHTAK Discipline will also be considered., Good working

Knowledge of computer MS Office.

Job Responsibilities:-

“As an MO-ART, advise and facilitate ART

(Anti-Retroviral Therapy) services in NACO funded ART

centres from time to time (including in a fleet of mobile

ART).”

Perform various medical and technical activities of]

NACO (as per the attached job file).

Essential Qualification:-

® B.Sc in Medical Laboratory Technology (BMLT) or
BMLS

® Diploma in Medical Laboratory Technology (DMLT) or
DMLS with the course duration of at least 2 years recognized

by UGC/ State Government/ Central Government.
L.T . .
ART POST-1 Essential Experience:-
2 CENTER CAT-GEN ® One year Experience for B.Sc in MLT (BMLT) or
PGIMS BLMS

® Two year Experience for DMLT or DMLS

Desirable:-

® Community candidates from infected and affected as
well as key communities.

® Engement with key population and affected
communities at field level.

As per
Haryana
Govt
Norms

72000

As per
Haryana
Govt
Norms

25000

Essential Qualification:-

® B.Sc. Nursing OR ® GNM

@ Candidate must be registered in State Nursing Council

Essential Experience:-

® The Candidate should be Computer literate with| As per
working knowledge of MS Office, usage of internet| Haryana
and electronic mail Govt

® Engagement with key populations and affected| Norms
communities at field level

Desirable:-

® Community candidates from HIV infected and
affected as well as key communities

ART
3 CENTER
PGIMS

STAFF
NURSE

POST-1

CAT-GEN 21000

Essential Qualification:-
(i) Degree in Medical Laboratory Technology (M.L.T.)
OR
Diploma in Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT)
(ii) Should have completed 10+2 before obtaining
diploma or degree
(iii) The degree or diploma should be from
University/Institute recognized by Central
Government or State Government
(iv) The Candidate should be registered with the
concerned Para-Medical Council if applicable
(v) Knowledge of Computer
Experience:-
1. Minimum two years after degree and three year after
diploma
2. Degree holders must have minimum six months
experience in the Blood Banking. Diploma holders
must have minimum one year experience in Blood
Banking.
Desirable:-
@ Post Graduate Degree

BLOOD
BANK
PGIMS

ROHTAK

As per
Haryana
Govt
Norms

POST-1

CAT-GEN 25000

@ Proficiency in MS Office

Essential Qualification:-

@ Graduation degree holder in Psychology/Social
Work/Sociology/Anthropology/Human Development/
Nursing with 3 years of experience in counseling/
educating under National Health Programme.

OR

@ Post Graduate in Psychology/Social Work/ Sociology/
Anthropology/Human Development/ Nursing

@ If Candidate is a Person Living with HIV/AIDS
(PLHIV)

® Graduate Degree holder in Psychology/Social
Work/Sociology/Anthropology/  Nursing  with
1 year experience in counseling/ educating under
National Health Programme.

Desirable:-

1. Experience of working under the National AIDS and
STD Control Programme (NACP) facility or
community settings Knowledge and Skill

® The Candidate should be Computer literate with
working knowledge of MS Office, usage of internet
and electronic mail

@ Familiarity with Government health policies and
related programmes

@ Ability to work in terms and flexible ways of working
as per the need of programme.

Important instructions for candidates:-

1. Applicant must be permanent resident of Haryana (Bonafide domicile certificate from executive magistrate
should be furnished).

2. Applicant should have passed Hindi/ Sanskrit up to Matric.

These posts are district specific and non transferable.

4. The reservation policy of Govt. of Haryana will be enforced (these posts are district specific, so all district
authorities are hereby directed to ensure to fill the backlog of reservation policy as per Haryana Govt. and as
per the total sanctioned posts in different categories in district).

5. Waiting list of three candidates per post will be kept so that post need not to be re-advertised again & again and
posts may not remain vacant. This waiting list will be valid for one year.

6. The selection criteria of Haryana State AIDS Control Society approved by Chairman, Haryana SACS shall be
followed for recruitment. The detail of selection criteria may be seen on the website of Health Haryana i.e.
haryanahealth.gov.in are annexed at Annexure “A”.

7. The candidates are required to attach the attested / self attested legible copies of qualification / certificates and
other relevant documents along with the application form.

8. Candidates applying for a post must ensure that they fulfill all the eligibility condition as on the previous day
of closing date. Ineligible candidates not need to apply.

This office reserves the right to cancel the whole recruitment process at any time at any stage without assigning
the reason to candidate.

As per
Haryana
Govt
Norms

CIVIL STI POST-1
5 | HOSPITAL | COUNSEL| CAT -
ROHTAK LOR GEN

21000

W

Sd/-
Civil Surgeon

No. 43799-/HRY Rohtak
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The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(OF THE ERIHANMUMBAI MAHANAGARPALIKA)

E-tenders are invited for the supply of following items.
(1) 81467- Biennial Contract for Purchase of 11kV, 250MVA, Indoor
Vacuum Circuit Breakers Switchgears for Distribution Sub-Station
with Horizontal Isolation of various ratings, (2) 81462- Contract for
Empanelment of Advertising Agency,

He — invited e-tenders
(2181199,

TENDER NOTICE

Note: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

PRO/AAM(M)/131/2026 GEMERAL MANAGER

ANDHRA PRADESH POWER
GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Govt. of A.P Undertaking)
VIDYUT SOUDHA, VIJAYAWADA-520004

NIT No. RFx No. 610002237

APGENCO invites tenders for “Maintenance and Mechanized Housekeeping
of 3rd, 4th & 5th floors of Vidyut Soudha main building, 2nd floor of canteen
building (APGENCO premises) and Security offices at Vidyut Soudha,
Gunadala, Vijayawada from 01.04.2026 to 31.03.2028” through APGENCO
e-Procurement platform (https://etender.apgenco.gov.in/irj/portal). Estimated
Contract Value (ECV) is Rs.1,67,06,275/-. Schedule Available Date & Time:
11.03.2026, 03.00 PM. Bid Submission closing Date & time: 18.03.2026, 3.00
PM. Technical RFx Response /Pre Qualification bid Opening Date 18.03.2026,
3.30 PM, Price Bid Opening Date & Time: after 3.30 PM on 23.03.2026.
Ph: (0866)-2526899/442. Detailed Tender Notice is placed in
WWW.apgenco.gov.in.

R.O. No. 4906PP/CL/ADVT/1/2021-22 Dt: 12.03.2026

JAPHT

ik lisinil .|"||r;|-|1: ¥ lar Prormatlon ol Inlarmaton Teclindloggy
(An Autonomous body under Department of Information Techoology,
Govt, of Jharkhand) Ground Floor, Engineer's Hostel — 1, Near
Cenlchakkar, DNhorwa, Ranchi, Jharkhand Phone, (BGS1-2401 030, 22000067

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT

O behallof the Government of Tharkhand, JAP-IT invites Online Bids
through Jharkhand e-procurement portal (hitps:'Jharkhandienders
gov.in} for urnpanehnct11 of outsourced agencies under “Manpower
Rate Contract” for providing Manpower to Depnanmﬂnh Offices of the
state Government of Jharkhand as per provision of “Jharkhand
Manpower Procurement (Cutsourcing) Manual, 20257, Details are as
follows :

| 1. | Tender Reference number | JAP-IT/RC/MANPOWER/01/2026

Empanciment of Cutsourced

X Wame of Work Agencies under Manpower Rate
| | Contract
IR 20,000/-{ Rupees Twenty
i Tender Fee Thouwsand only) through Jharkhand

e-Procurement portal

T T — INE: §; [!'[H]'i'.llf]-llﬂup..u Five Lakh
4. I IR IR, SO Only) through Jharkhand e
(EMLD) Procurement portal

12.03 2026

5. |Stan date/time I}E"dl.'-'-.\'|1|{|zldillg__':
Tender document |

Last Date for sending Pre- |
Bid Query _

[ 4,03, 2026

BTG BRITAT I o, %131, HEMROT WUe TR Uifeisd o 3=

v fafaer =T Y=-T

wiieh ¥R QiR HeRvT |oE AR qifeid (T 35514 g fefefad ol & 31 srda ffagrat & s d=iigd
woTTeil ® stighd ShaRT ¥ AT HR T WA U4 faehe famT gRT AT .31 9. f&71 02.08.2021 / &9HH HTHR

w o AT gl
fra.m. e w1 frawor & & ufayfy | HATHET | guaafy | Rl 5 o
3. ETTE afer | PR oo & R EE FA
T &t sifem ff
2026_UAD_ Project Management 119960000/- | 600000/- 30000/- 730 | 26-03-2026

484960 1 Consultancy Services for fra
Water Supply Work for Ujjain
Simhasth 2028 Project

CALCIGERE]]
% AL.Er.ar. T, @oe 1991, &7, v

ffae Sdfer sy faavor vd favga fAfaer ga=n & s a9 |rde https://mptenders.gov.in T A #ATeA 2 TE &

TR

Wmﬁlﬂiﬁ'lﬂmﬂj

NORTHERN RAILWAY r

CORRIGENDUM
i) Tender Notice No.7T9/2025-26 dated 15.01.2026 (5.No.1)
i) Tender No.0B245T19A due on 13.03.2026

In reference to above tender, the due date has been extended from
13.03.2026 to 02.04.2026. All other terms and conditions remain
unchanged.

The corrigendum has baen published onweabsite www.ireps. gow.in,

H L A BI2026

Ref:

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Tender Notice No.- 11520252026

E-Tendering Tender Notice

Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering)/North Central Railway/
Prayagraj, for and on behalf of the President of India, invites E-TENDERS
on prescribed form for the following work to 13.30 hrs. on 09.04.2026.

Date- 09.03.2026

The details of the Tender are as under:

Wq‘r&v

ERATN T IRTEH HAA § ARl h GG & AU g g/
Eeny / fraefaa amEed & el Uk o & e Tdie Sl S 2
To0%h @R fGAl 25-03-2026 % O WA S% HeI
HETge2eh, BRATN TsT YRAE, hiATd o A9 9 Tohd @ | foraeh
TR TR e FovH foran A1 ifard 81 ©R emgen ot foe @
3 Il o ol HeWe-ueh, SRAT T URaed, AT & e
H g H Fhd ¢ 91 SRATT ST UReed faum w d9-uEe
(http://hartrans.gov.in) ¥ SdE #X Hhd ¢ | FoIA d
Hafud a9t Tearas ot off o feaw feAie 20-03-2026 9 T8
3R 100/ & STHT HIa ST HeHa-Heh S, BRA0T T
qRag, AT 9 U T Tehd © |

T/ -
TR,
No. 43762/ HRY AT TS U, et

S.N.1. Tender No: 258 Pre and post tamping track
measurement survey using Trimble Gedo Vorsys trolley system in DDU-PRYJ
and CAR-CPU section under Sr. DEN/I/PRYJ

ApproxCost:31,21,85,255.72 Bid Security:¥2,10,900.00

Completion Period: 12 months Date of opening of tender: 09.04.2026

Eligibility Criteria for similar work: Engineering survey
of Railway line/Roadway

S.N.2. Tender No: 259Construction of RPF Women changing
rooms and short-term facilities for Divyangjan and 02 Nos Hut/Relay room for
Interlocking of LCs under Sr. DEN/1/PRYJ at various stations.

Approx Cost:31,30,61,602.23 Bid Security:¥2,15,300.00

Completion Period: 12 months Date of opening of tender: 09.04.2026

Eligibility Criteria for similar work: Any Civil Engineering work

1. Tender on line can be submitted up to 13.30 hrs. of tender opening date.
2. The complete information along with tender document of above E-Tenders
are available on Website www.ireps.gov.in up to 13.30 hrs. on the due date of
tender opening.

553/26 FA
B Morth central railways |_| CPRONCH Eﬂ_}ﬂ WAL i F DB A FanT 3w s . QoL in

BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer Traffic Engineer Cell 2 BWCC,

i

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Lance Naik Bachi

Veer Balidani

Lance Naik
Bachi Singh Singh of 11 Bn, who made the supreme
11 Bn sacrifice while bravely fighting dacoits
21-11-1944 To in Bihar on 13 March 1975. #CRPF
13.03-1975 |salutes the braveheart and pledges

never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
solemn tribute to Sub Inspector
Gurcharan Singh of 86 Bn, who made

Veer Balidani
Sub Inspector

Gurcharan e ) )

Singh 86 Bn the supreme sacrifice after being fired
03-01-1943 To |UPOR by militants during an area

13-03-1990 domination patrol in Punjab on 13

March 1990. #CRPF salutes the
braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Lance Naik Lance Naik
Yashwant Singh Harender
60 Bn Choudhary 60 Bn
08-04-1962 To 05-01-1966 To
13-03-1999 13-03-1999

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Constable Constable Uttam
P S. Madavi Kumar Singh
60 Bn Gurang 60 Bn
16-09-1970 To " 02-12-1963 To
13-03-1999 e 13-03-1999

Veer Balidani |PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay
Constable/Driver|solemn  tribute to Lance Naik
Jawahar Lal | Yashwant Singh, Lance Naik Harender
Choudhary, Constable Uttam Kumar

60 B
. Singh Gurang, Constable P S. Madavi
20-04-1973 To _
13-03-1999 and Constable/Driver Jawahar Lal of

60 Bn, who made the supreme
sacrifice wh11e bravely countering an insurgent ambush in Assam on 13
March 1999. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let
their sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

' Assistant Sub Constable
| Inspector A. B. Om Prakash
Singh 73 Bn 73 Bn
10-09-1966 To 06-05-1984 To
13-03-2013 13-03-2013

Veer Balidani
Constable
L. Perumal

73 Bn

04-05-1983 To

Veer Balidani
Constable
Subhash Suran
Barla 73 Bn
13-09-1991 To
13-03-2013 . 13-03-2013

Veer Balidani |DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
Constable |tribute to Assistant Sub Inspector A. B.
Sateesha |Singh, Constable Om Prakash, Constable

73 Bn L. Perumal, Constable Subhash Suran
Barla and Constable Sateesha of 73 Bn,

05-08-1987 To | ho made the supreme sacrifice during
13-03-2013 |3 militant attack in Bemina, Srinagar,

Jammu & Kashmir on 13 March 2013. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts

and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

¥ Pre-bid mecting | 7.03.2026, 03:00 PM TENDER NOTICE 19th main road Rajajinagar 2nd Block Bengaluru.-560010. Veer Balidani T Balicat - Eieag
2 7 » . .
k.2 .-_Ei’.l"_rlt_l_'j_‘:‘_“'_""_Ei_i'l_“.j_?.u..hil_ll';“':m.] ” 402 OG0 T The Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/Const./Morthern Rallway, DRM Office, New Delhi-| | No.EETEC({Z-2)/TEND/05/2025-26 Date: 12.03.2026 Assistant SUbh Constable
a5l dale-and hme ot Linhime ; 110001 invites etender under Ome Packet System for the under noted work - . Inspector Ramkishan Laxman
9. 31032026, 0304 PM
IEI-:IEEI Suhnnhnmrl. 1. | Name of | “Design, supply, Erection, Testing, commissioning & modification IHUITAT;DH FUH TENDEH “FT: Singh Tomar 212 Bn
10, Techniesl Bid Opening 01.04,2026, 03;30 PM work and| workof 25 KV single phase ac for wark of palwal yard in connection Tender Notification (Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPPPortal only) 212 Bn 05-09-1966 27-02-1981 To
11.| Commercial Bid Opening To ba informed later. location | with commisioning of Rundhi-Palwal 4th Ene in DLI Dam The Eiiitiva Enai Traff : i Bell Divisiarn nitos tena m To 13-03-2018 13-03-2018
Place of Pre-Bid Mecting TAP-IT, Ground Floor, Engineers 2. | Compietion period of the work 18 rmonths g8 Executive Iﬁglﬂﬂer- _FEI . C engineenng Ll LIvISion | 1..|'I.ES engers o e —
12, Communication’ Bad Hostel |, Near Golehakkar, 3. | Approx cost of work Rs. 2,04,84.288.05/- behalf of the Eh“?:[ EE!ITIHHSSIUI"IEI", GBA, Bangalore from eligible TEFIHEI.'ETS Constable Constable
Submission’ Bid Opening Dhurwa, Ranchi-834004 4. | Earnest Money amount {to be deposited Online) | Rs 2,52,400i- for the work detailed in the table below. The tenderers may submit tenders Ajay Kumar Yadav Manoj Kumar Singh
Tel: 06312401044 5. | Date & time for | Tenders may be uploaded up to 15.00 hrs on date || | fOr works given in the table through KPP portal of the Government of 212 Bn 212 Bn
. Contact/ Pre-Bid guery Fmail submission of 5,04 2026 on IREPS web site &, wwwlireps.govin, The o i 01 07
3 st query I ih:-:ri.'h'!rlnln:-'ail — Etander and - | bidders van aricipale In the t-tender the tender willbe || | [CAMataka (viz hitps:/Kppp.karnataka.gov.in). The_tenderers are advised o 15-01-1979 To 20-07-1983 To
' ¥ |'_*1 "]".Ir _ IH}' '.i'" xall opening of tender{cpened at 15.00 hrs soon after closing of uploading of note the minimum qualification criteria specified In Clause 3 of the 13-03-2018 13-03-2018
JAE 0T T RTTIER. O Terders on 6.04 2026 .
2 : = 1 if ward of the contract. Other details dam T
Note: 1. JAP-IT reserves the right to change the conditions or cancel 6. Detailed | The detailed e-tender nofice and tendar document is avaiable an |I'IEFIJ{:'[I{II'I5.’[{P Tende I'dEFE toqualify for award of the conract Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
the tendering process at any stage withoul assigning any reason ;ffﬂr*ﬂ www.ireps.gov.in, Abave fender document will be availabis for| | [ G20 be seen in the tender document. : oh Conztabl; 4 - Clgmtablli Jlflengfla
thereof, Please visit the portal r egularly for the same otice |submission of offer on IREPS web site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in|| | §. Mini i amendra radav umar Kushw
2. Tl LE dd d Ldp ! h }B d - i = fvance as JAP- E Tender |from 23.03 2026 to 06.04.2026. All other terms and conditions in| Namg ortho work M"””T““‘ HEEE.WE Anousal Licensg fee/ ala 212 Bn 212 Bn
2. The Bidders are advised to submit the Bids well in advance as JA No Period of Servi i
IT/GoJ will not be responsible for non-submission of the bids umumm';emfnr o ko .tE”lem ettt 1':'":“:;"15:*; Thel ' EM0 amount in s /¥ eriod of vervice : 03-08-1981 To 21-08-1983 To
Besdageatang tholiod) St Sd/ e et Gollection of Parking Fees for HMT Main road. Triveni main : 13-03-2018 13-03-2018
Chiel Em}u{i,,.,h.q_-.mn.n Yender No: 345-RiDy. CEEASNDLSI202508  Dated: 12.03.2026 1 (road, 17th cross road Tharasu Road. In Malleshwaram. Veer Balidam Neer Balidan
o JAPIT Minimum Reserve Annual License fee : Rs. 1,05,00,000, EMD : Constable Constable Shobit
PR-NO-374861 Information Technology(25-26):0 LR A L L Rs. 2,10,000/-. Period of Tender : 3 year + 2 years of Extension Manoranjan Lenka Kumar Sharma
‘ B L Ll il S b 212 Bn 212 Bn
(ELOAY DI SO DO O D S AN ANl TENDER NOTICE e 2 faggfggf; ?T?Ej;hrmn 4o Cloeros - 16.03-2028 w0 3,00 pm 13031993 1o OLO71981 1o
. A | | N A e A LU N WIERSITE T A T T) : : ; : £ g . : i H e s |
g |  NAMEOF NAME OF WORK LIPENING AMOUNT / oF THE MUBAL OFFLERRS 2. Pre bid Meeting on : 23-03-2026 at 3.30 Pm in TEC Division, 19th main Veer Balidani |DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
e | POARIVCORP NOTIEE TR DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX,) O A R CTYR CONTALCT : : ) .
; AUTIE ; DATE { TIME) IS WU PLES i DI TAILSEMAT road Rajajinagar 2nd Block Bengaluru 560010, 3. Last Date for Receipt of Head Constable/|tribute to the nine bravehearts of _%_12
— — Tenderis : 25-03-2026 up to 4.00 pm. 4. Date of opening of Technical Bid Driver Chandra |B, who made the supreme sacrifice
HEPF OANAUR 6 TENDER PFOR THE . R - H. S. 212 Bn after a massive IED blast targeted their
[RANSPORTATION WORK OF WHEAT SEED| o s : 27-03-2026 by 4.30 pm. 5. Date of opening of financial Bid after " J| 16:04-1980 To |MPV between Kistaram and Palodi in
; WHEAT CGRAINS AND STOCK ARTICLES =t 2ah 4 e rmar A g g YN 0] 56 sehnical bid @ 30-03- S Sukma, Chhatti h 13 March
| HAFED | un Hepp GANAUR E TENDER FOR THE| 10 04 205& 30,000/ | Wpsisendersbiyniiin | oo er b afod govin approval of Technical bid : 30-03-2026 (If possible) - 13.03.201g |Sukma attisgarh on arc
LARGE WO OF WHMAT R Wik - - . { 2018. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts
ety AINS AND OTHER STOCK ARTICLER ' Sd/- Executive Engineer, TEC Zone-2 BWCC and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KIMDLY YISIT Jvary ¥ urementgov.d - Jalenders.irv.nic.d Mo- 43THHRY -
bbb e et st Bl b i . TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED RFP FOR DOUBLING OF
TAMIL NADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD O Ty i e =0 T U 2L e P i TRACK BETWEEN SELENGHAT
Y |A GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU UNDERTAKING) i __CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST NOTICE __ AND BHOJO STATIONS
' i The APTRANSCO | E fi for “Establish S
W =" No.217, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600008. Phone: 28191890/ 28190259; Fax: 044 -28190636 e invites cxpression of Inlerest for "Establishment of Slale Tender Notice Mo.: CON/2026/
~ ' d Transmission Asset Management Centra (STAMC) with Reliability Centered fheiy
W | __Tender Notice ——| : 5 Sk N FEB/03, Dated: 28-02-2026. E -
SRR ’ !I%;;"q SiNo| ___ Online Tender nowith qty./ Document Cost | Sale Period | Prebid |Submission| Opening | | Maintenance (RCM) Framework and Operationalisation of Unmanned | bro o io ' ore jnvited by the
TR GRS e &9 TR/ e B g fR S § R SRAT W ¥ FRYER garawen E1SIL/FUR/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026,  DRAZO32026 |43 00 96 3003 2026 | 02,04 2026 | s2.02025 | | SuPStations in Andhra Pradesh” within 2 weeks from the date of this publication | 1., 4ersigned for the following
. . : : : 1 |Hygraui Hand Pallt Troleys [18) & Semi Fiectric battery UL08.2026 | 1300AM | 1100AM | 1200800 | | Please visitAPTransco website www.aptransco.gov.in for further details. work. Tender No.: CEICON/ETI
T w1 (Old Age Pension), fagan 9o (Widow Pension) @en €i€ieaars (DDLLY) Aseii| | Operated Stacker (6] < Rs.2,290)- ziistkder ol B e Sdj- Chief Enginger/APSLDC e el _
¥ sfqiq e # W g w @emE (Verification) TR uRwE WA gR1 Med @ (Area ;| E1532/ATF/TNMSGIENGG/2028, D1:12.03.2026 — Retrofit DR| 16,03 2026 to| 23.03.2026 | 02.06,2026 | 02.04.2025 | LRO.No-GMCCIAPTRANSCO/6H2S il L IE:'.FE- ErtJ Eﬁlg ' ::?m b: TMHQ
Sabhas) sR1 fFan ST ® 1 TR garsti § et arel & Aagransti o sulkafa | e wt St ] 18} —Rs.o, 725 ! 01.04.2026 1 1100 AM ! 1100 AM I‘.?D"Nnm i b Ing. ¥ gl
- wmzr S 3% B e ot R ey L |E1533/PACS/DME-ICH/TNMSC/ENGE/2026,  D1:12.03.2026) 16.03.2026 to| 23.03.2026) 02.04.2026 | 02.04.2026 3‘[]1'5‘{-5 m ﬁa'a‘ :|'R':ﬁ'§|‘ between Selenghat (394.30 km)
. . . . | = —PACS System [1) —Rs.5,725( 01042026 | 10.300AM | 1100 AM | 12,00 Noon {Excluding) and Bhojo Stations
R RS Fe &1 % e A, 1 9 21 o g it i At b AT Al 14 A 2026 (FER) i £ 1534/ WIC/NHMRC/TNMSC/ENGG 2026, Dt12.03.2026 16.03.2026 to} 23.03 2026 | 02.04.2026 | 02.04.2026 (including) upto km 457.00
Td 15 AE 2026 (FFaR) o6 F71 gER fman s - | " - Warious type of Washing Machine - Rs.5 725/ | 01.04.2026 |£2.00Noon| 1100AM | 12.00 Noon ('62.70km") ineluding
: £1535/HB/NHM/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, Dr17.03.2026 | 16.03.2026 to| 23032036 02.04,2026 | 02.04.2026 Elaatrification & Slansilin
N o ARG — e | 5 |Digial Hemogibinometer Cretes 12000] - 155,725 | OLOAZ0RS | 1230°M | 1L00AM. | 12000000 | |SUTIG TRVETE Rerd AGNE Y SRR 2027 3 HR R [ oo & Slanailing
- E1536,NES/NHM/ TNMSC/ENGG/ 2026, Dr:22.03,2026 - Camgre-| 17.03.2026 to| 24.03.2026| 07.04.2026 | 07.00.2026 N oS - :
1 1;1(-)003(;%226 Raiseena chaupal Sh.DeggglgOZagc;%\éCIerk | © Ihensive ew Born Sereening '.EE'E-IL'I!'IE"-"IIE'F' Mode —Rs.5,725/-| 06.00.2026 | 1000 AM | 11.00 AN | 12,00 Noon Soiehdl 31fe—< / MTS & 3Taedehdl © | 37a: IWReS afeq ;hl::l-;:g::il:n?:l‘::; E:-:I::llvlr:;,:
: m 1536 Teloradiology RO THMSCENGG 2026, DL1Z03.2026; 18:03 2026 to | 25.03.2026 | 05.04. 2026 | 02.04. 2026 B > 3 o : oot b .
32 | 14-03-2026 Community centre Dhunela Sh.Mukesh clerk 7 Fiking rate contract for Teleradiology services — Rs 5,725/ | 07.04.2026 | 1100 4M | 1100 AM | 12.00 Noon JIEEY Sl T Fell 1 =ed © 9 iR 17.03.2026 1 HA| [Railway in the state of Assam
10:00 Am 9306594806 Far details visit www.tntenders.gov.in znd TNMSC website wﬁrﬂﬁi tmnﬁmﬁEFt (EQUIFMENT) 3:00 a@[ KED 3T':|7ﬁ ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂq %Wﬂ RIS ES] 31-&]30—'—{9[ :"-Fﬁa éﬁ :; ﬂ['IF5C1 Mga:;dg r;-li‘li';n:- I';"-Illuu;
313 14-03-2026 Ward no 03 chaupal Sh.Satwant Clerk Dl b 55 Woéﬁo F ST | o i I: b :.l ’a - :
10:00 Am 7082833754 ARIEER Rl RISIRSK AR HORIRg OF MDREL N
: ... . 14:30 h 22-04-2026 and
1A wosas Ward no-04 chaupal S Vishnu Clrk OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, Terms & Conditions ®&e mahendergarh.gov.in | | 20t 0 So™ e a0 e
:00 Am RA RA . . N et irh
5175 | 14-03-2026 Ward No-05 chaupal Sh.Prem Prakash Clerk MORADABAD CIRCLE, P.W.D. MORADABAD T4 3% w9 fRE o wrf feaw # 9w R d@ehd © | 3 3322‘"‘;?5.:5;?.}ﬁnﬂﬂ”ﬁ ‘:f
: hort T E-P t Notice Inviting T : . : raer ik,
10:00 Am 9457476008 Short Term E-Procurement Nofice Invifing Tenders fafareTd feHish 18.03.2026 1 e H grd: 12:00 =& | g NF. Rai bsi
6 [ 6 | 14032026 Ward No-06 chaupal Sh.Prem Clerk PIRSE VAR RO WY
02:00 PM P 8952077573 No. 1552 /E-Tender/MBD Circle/25-26 Dated: 07-03-2026 T 3R ARAET § @relt S | www.ireps.gov.in
—— - . CE/Con/LMG Project,
[ 181290302191\2/[6 Ward No-07 chaupal Sh.;récllgggzggerk 1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the Superintending eHl/- Maligaon
- Engineer, Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad online on website http://etender.up.nic.in from a'ﬁ' W m NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
818 1512_05(;2191\2/[6 Ward No-08 chaupal SS h'lz/lggii;6lé§?27 reg%stered contractors from 14-03-2026 at 10.00 am to 20—03—202? at 12.00 Hfs. Technical < @ Construction Organization
. (Supt.) : bid/Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 20-03-2026 at 12.30 PM. in office of| |INO. 43790/HRY feera :ﬂ-{:ﬁ?{ Al Serving Customaers With A Smite |
91 9 14-03-2026 Ward No-09 chaupal Sh.Ankit (Supt.) . . . . . . .
02:00 PM 2030080037 undersigned by tender committee in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to
_ . be present. Financial bid of the tenders” who qualify in technical bid shall be opened on date and
10 ] 10 14-03-2026 Ward No-10 chaupal Sh.shaffique(L.O) . . S . .
02:00 PM 9991481768 time as specified by a notice in the office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday the
= required process shall be carried out on next working day. Amount mentioned in column 5 & 7
11 11 15-03-2026 Ward No-11 chaupal Sh.Subhash (Supr.) hall b d d ted b banki I E-Tender Portal
10:00 AM 9355385213 , shall be mandatory deposited by net banking only on E-Tender Portal.
12| 12 15-03-2026 Ward No-12 chaupal Sh.Muzaffar (J.E) - : .
10:00 AM 9050799786 = Bid Time of Cost of | Category of
13113 | 15-03-2026 Ward No-13 chaupal Sh.Rashid J.E) SL| 2 FWork ES‘“‘;“"," Security °°“l‘lpleﬁ°‘l‘( of | tender Bh““dli“g
000 N F | meorven o) S| trovenc ) vk
14| 14 15-03-2026 Ward No-14 chaupal Sh.Asif Khan (J.E) a Lacs) rain ..
y season) GST eligible
10:00 AM 9466008672 !
15[ 15 | 15-03-2026 Ward No-15 chaupal Sh-Anand (J.E) L] 2 = = 2 == ; W GLIES ﬁ.lm 3:|m
10:00 AM 8287808143 | Short term Tender is invited as below in anticipation of sanctlon
16 | 16 | 15-03-2026 Ward No-16 chaupal Sh.Harish Mehta Year 2025-26
02:00PM 9910120804 - Construction work of A, é—iiliélal Haq| ( Retender )
17|17 | 15-03-2026 Ward No-17 chaupal Sh.Ishwar (Comp.Op) | | £ | 04suiteInspection | o 12.40 12 Month | 2354.00 | Building TR fm 37l 8/ Selection of Concessionaire for Assigning the Advertisement Rights for
02:00PM 8569960096 ccn% house building in work Banner, Canopy and Advertisement Vehicles within Aligarh Municipal Corporation % T 89
1811871 15-03-2026 Ward No-18  chaupal Sh.Amit (Supr) Tehsil Chandaust of Category qHY ®wH § 3-Hfaer 3090 I-WeRiRA= didat//https://etender.up.nic.in/% HeIw { freraq ega 9@
02:00PM 9996895131 Distt Sambhal . . 3 Y : %_
191 19 15-03-2026 Ward No-19 chaupal Sh.Surender(Supr) 3.  In PWD technical evaluation of tenders is to be done by Prahari Software. URL for Prahari is .
02:00PM 9896369830 http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari/ On opening of the website Prahari login page will open in HE HT AW faferer gw SRR AT
20| 20 15-03-2026 Ward No-20 chaupal Sh.Tejpal (Supr) which user type Contractor is to be selected. User name and password for login on Prahari shall . — -
02:00PM 9992665121 be same as used for contractor’s registration on Chnakaya Portal. Bidders have to upload all the Selectlgn of C(.)nCCSSIOIIaII'e for  Assigning the %3,500+18% % 45,000
21| 21 15-03-2026 Ward No-21 chaupal Sh.Manoj (Supr) basic information and required document on Prahari as given in Prahari in detail. If a bidder does Adverqsement nghts for. ].3anner., Canopy , .and GST=4,130
02:00PM 8076051212 not upload information and document on Prahari technical evaluation of the tender shall not be édvert1i§ment Vehicles within ~ Aligarh Municipal
37a: [l STATERYT bt Gfed foman srar € fF e e are st ufen g # fuifa fafy, @ e wem w done and the bidder will be responsible for that. orporation
SR TReT A o B SUR B Y WIFR BRI ol TE 3 Rt % Ao Y gk § e Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in. and o Bif : G BR 02.04.2026. 04:00 T
. . . http://wms.uppwd.gov.in/Prahari. ] : e ! : AITE
HEAT TS Y, ?‘T‘%FW ARl 1 Aroet &1 s gt e s e (Er. S.P. Singh) o fafaer @ie =t fewies /ww : 02.04.2006, 05:00 &SN ITUE
T N T H A @ S ¥ ;}‘Per;“:)e“:i(‘:‘? ]i“gli";;e]; [t w1 e Je Td eReR g 3090 E-UieRiRd=e Wiéd/ https://etender.up.nic.in % WA A
B/~ oracanac LAree, AT ST HH 61 GAIT Fiferer o qrer St 3 g | ffaer & gy § 9 faega 9=, fem 9 oid sem
(Er Suneel Prakash) Morad <dd <L
BT ST e Enai oradabad. N T
Executive Engineer : For and on behalf of Governor of UP T 9T @ S 7l 3
TR U9 W | | Provincial Division PWp | UPID-247851 Date 11/03/2026 Mob No. 9557104999 e . iﬂ
No. 43771/HRy TSt e Sambhal www.upidadv.gov.in Mail ID:- semoradabad13@yahoo.com ™ ¢
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CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I Jitin Sharma S/o Ram Avtar R/o
G-1/8,Uttam Nagar, D.K.
Mohan Garden, West Delhi,
Delhi-110059, have changed my
name to Jitin Kataria

0071023733-1

I Chailvi Lohia W/0 Ashish Lohia
r/0 NR25 DIf phase-3 Gurgaon
Haryana-122002 change to my
name Chailvi Baisoya.

0040843962-3

I,Shashi Bhushan Kumar, R/0-
E/230 Near-Pipal Wali-Gali
Opp.Shiv-Mandir Krishan
Vihar,New Delhi-86,have
changed my Minor Son’s name
from SHREYANSHU to
SHREYANSHU GUPTA (DOB-
29.10.2008)

0040843963-2

I,Sanjay R/0-H.N0.415-F2-Block
Sultanpuri New Delhi-86, have
changed my Minor Son’s name
from RONAK to RONAK DIGWAL
(DOB-28.07.2009)

0040843963-3

I,Vikram Mullick,S/0-VINAY
KUMAR MULLICK, R/0
9/18A,2ND-Floor,Judge
Colony,Near-Apex Green-
Valley,Sector-9,Vaishali,
VTC:Vaishali,PO:Vaishali,
District: Ghaziabad,
State:Uttar Pradesh-
201019,have changed the name
of my minor son SHIVAANSH
MEHDIRATTA, aged-6-years TO
VIHAAN MULLICK.

0040843963-8

l,Vijay Kawatra S/0.Ram Lal
Kawatra R/0.House no.1,North
Avenue-Road, West-Punjabi
Bagh,West-Delhi-110026,have
changed my name to Vijay
Kumar Kawatra,for
all,Purposes.

0040843960-4

I,Usha Srivastava W/0O Pramod
Kumar Srivastava, |- 4/132,
Sector-16, Rohini Delhi-110089,
have changed my nameto
UshaKiran Srivastav

0040843962-6

I,Sirat D/o Shri. Anil Kumar
Sehrawat R/0 435,Chaupal
Chowk, Mahipalpur, New Delhi-
110037,have changed my name
to Sirat Sehrawat for all
purpose.

0040843962-4

I,Sanjeev Kumar S/o SurajBhan,
R/0 126, Kumharon Wali Gali,
Village Khampur, Delhi, have
changed the name of my minor
son Vanshu Kumar to
SHIVANSH KUMAR for all
purposes.

0071023659-1

I,Sangeeta Sharma,w/o0-Daniel
Masih,R/o0 Plot No-13,3rd
Floor,KH.N0-816, Arihant
Apartment,Baba Colony,
Burari,Delhi-110084,have
changed my name to Sangeeta
Masih.

0040843962-9

ILSHIVANI SIBAL W/0O ABHISHEK
SETHIR/012-C,UNDERHILL
LANE, CIVIL LINES, DELHI-
110054 have changed my name
to SHIVANI SIBAL SETHI for all
purposes

0071023665-1

I, SANJEEV KUMAR,S/0 SUBHASH
CHANDER,R/0-
35/12,ALLAHWADI
CHOWK,NEAR-FASHION
PLAZA,GOHANA,
SONIPAT,HARYANA
131301,have changed my name
to SANJEEV GUMBER.

0040843925-5

I,Rekha W/0O-Shri Vinod Kumar
R/0O C-48,Ramprastha,
Ghaziabad,U.P.-201011, hereby
informed that Rekha and
Rekha Chikara both the,names
are one and Same,person.

0040843960-1

I,Raj Karni Katyal,W/o0 Madan Lal
Katyal R/o Flat.N0.205,C-
2,Shree Vardhman
Flora,Sector-90,Hayatpur,
Gurgaon (Haryana)-122505,
have Changed My Name to Raj
Rani.

0040843960-6

I,Asha Singh w/o Satbir Singh
Dabas r/o House N0.228, 1st
and 2nd Floor,Pocket-9, Sector-
21,Rohini,Delhi-110086, hereby
declare that my name was
wrongly written as Asha
earlier.l have now corrected
my name to Asha Singh.
Henceforth,l shall be known as
AshaSingh for all purposes
and records

0040843963-9

I,Rahul Bakshi,S/O Rajender
Bakshi, residing at,Block.NO-14
HNO-16,Subhash Nagar,Delhi-
110027, hereby declare that my
father’s name has been
incorrectly mentioned in my
passport bearing.no.AN502286.
The correct name of my father
is Rajender Kumar. Henceforth
Rajender Bakshi and Rajender
Kumar referto one and same
person,i.e.,my father.

0040843962-10

I,LROHIT,S/0-SH NARENDRA
KUMAR,R/O I-24,NEAR NAVEEN
HOSPITAL,ALPHA-2, GREATER
NOIDA, GAUTAM-BUDH
NAGAR,U.P.201306,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME,FROM
ROHIT TO ROHIT NATH,FOR ALL
FUTURE, PURPOSES.

0040843925-7

I,Parveen Alies
Farmeena,D.0.B.08-10-
1978,D/0-Mamla,W/o0-Jafru
Deen,R/0-123-K,Near-Madina
Masjid,Adbar-106,Mewat,
Haryana-122107,have changed
my name to Farmeena D.0.B.01-
01-1971, Parveen and
Farmeenais one and the same
person.

0040843962-8

1,POOJA GUPTA ALLIAS POOJA
RAGHUVANSHI ALLIAS POOJA
KUBER SINGH RAGHUVANSHI,
R/O-TULIP LEMON, TOWER-A1,
FLAT.NO. 205,SECTOR-69,
BADSHAPUR,GURGAON-
122001,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM POOJA GUPTA
ALLIAS POOJA RAGHUVANSHI
ALLIAS POOJA KUBER SINGH
RAGHUVANSHITO POOJA
KUBER RAGHUVANSHI,FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040843925-8

I,Preeti Kumari,W/0 Shri.
Sugandhit,R/o flat no-590,Rose
Wood-Apartment Pocket-A
Phase-2,Sector-
13,Dwarka,New Delhi-
110075,have changed my name
to Preeti Sharma,for all
purpose

0040843962-5

I,PARDEEP KUMAR,S/0-Naurong
Singh,R/0:RD-37,Dharumpura-
Extension, Najafgarh,New
Delhi-110043,inform that
PARDEEP KUMAR and PRADEEP
KUMAR,both Names are
belongs to One and the Same
Person.

0040843963-7

ILNidhi Bhalla,W/0-Vishal Katyal
R/0B-13/4DLF Phase-1
Pascheme Marg,DLF Phase-
1,Sikanderpur
Ghosi,Gurgaon(Haryana),have
Changed My Name My to Nidhi
Katyal.

0040843960-5

I,Mrinank S/o Kaushal Kishore
R/o0 B-4/163,Yamuna
Vihar,Delhi-110053, have
changed my nameto
MRRINAANK for all purposes.

0071023667-1

I,Minakshi Yadav,wife of,Late
Ramesh Yaday,residing at
House.No-1, WZ-Block,Village
Todapur, Delhi-110012,have
changed my name to
Meenakshi Yaday, for all future
purposes.

0040843925-2

,MUMTAZ HUSAIN,S/0
MUSHTAQ HUSAIN,R/O
7814/2,NAI BASTI,BARA HINDU
RAO,DELHI-110006,have
changed my name to MUMTAZ
HUSSAIN for all,future
Purposes.

0040843925-6

ILLAVI RANI GARG,W/0-DEEPAK
KUMAR GARG R/0,H. No.A-
4,Main Mandoli Road,East
Nathu Colony,Delhi -
110093,Have Changed My
Name LAVI RANI,For All
Purpose.

0040843925-3

I, Kamlesh Kumari W/o No.
13606045N Rank Ex HAV Mehar
Chand R/0 H.No. 143/1, Gujjar
Dairy Gautam Nagar New
Delhi-110049 have changed my
name to Kamlesh Rawat and
my correct date of birth is
16/02/1957 instead of
13/06/1956. Vide affidavit date
11-3-26 before Delhi.

0071023683-1

I,KUBER SINGH PARASDILAL
RAGHUVANSHI ALLIAS KUBER
RAGHUVANSHI, R/O-TULIP
LEMON,TOWER-A1, FLAT.NO.205
SECTOR-
69,BADSHAPUR,GURGAON-
122001,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME FROM KUBER SINGH
PARASDILAL RAGHUVANSHI
ALLIAS KUBER RAGHUVANSHI
TO KUBER SINGH
RAGHUVANSHI,FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040843925-9

I,Nistha Girdhar D/o Chanchal
Girdhar R/0-J-56 First-Floor
Kirti Nagar Delhi-110015,have
changed my name to NISHTHA
GIRDHAR

0040843960-3

I,Rabia Bhatia D/O Ramneet
Singh R/0F1/30,2nd-Floor,DLF
Phase-1, Gurugram-
122002,Haryana, have changed
my name to Rabia Kaur.

0040843960-10

I,Jyoti Agrawal, W/o Arpit
Aggarwal, R/0 SRA-147A,
ShipraRiviera,Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad UP have,changed
my name to Jyoti Agarwal.

0040843963-6

ILJASWINDER S/O RAVINDER R/O
NATIONLIST WELL FARE GROUP
SOCIETY, FLAT. NO.502,SECTOR-
23 SONIPAT,HARYANA-131001,
have changed my name to
JASWINDER NAIN

0040843960-8

l,Hetender kaur,W/0 Joginder
Singh,R/0 G-103,Maple heights
Gold souk Sushant Lok Ph-
1,Sec-43 Gurgaon Haryana-
122009,Changed my Name to
Hatender kaur

0040843962-7

I,Dharmesh Chand Rebari,S/o-
Sava Ram R/0,B-64,4th-
Floor,Shardapuri,Ramesh
Nagar,New Delhi-110015,have
changed my minor son’s name
Bhawesh Devasi to Bhawesh
Rebari.

0040843960-9

I,DEEPAK KUMAR S/0-ARUN
KUMAR R/0.H.No.A-4,Main
Mandoli Road, East Nathu
Colony,Delhi-110093,Have
Changed My Name DEEPAK
KUMAR GARG,For All Purpose

0040843925-4

I,Babble Malik,W/0-Mohd Nazir
Malik Address-901,Mithla
tower 8th floor IP Apartment
sector 30 Faridabad Haryana-
121003,changed my name to
Babli Malik.

0040843960-2

I, VIJAY KUMAR S/0 RAMESH
KUMAR R/o Flat No-T-419,
Baljeet Nagar, Nand Lal Roshan
Lal Wali Gali, Near Khanna
Market, Patel Nagar, Central
Delhi, Delhi-110008. has
changed my name from VIJAY
KUMAR to VIJAY KUMAR SONI
for all future Purposes.

0071023736-1

I, Aamin W/o AabdaR/o 335 Hot
Mix Plant,12.50 Yards,
Raghubir Nagar,New Delhi-
110027,have changed name to
Savida.

0040843962-1

I,AAS MOHAMMED,S/O-
NANTHU,R/0O-G-174,Shaheed-
Nagar, Chikamberpur,
Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh-201006,have changed
my nameto AAS MOHAMMAD
permanently,for all
future,purpose

0040843960-7

I, hitherto known as ANKIT S/0O
SURENDER R/O G-322, DAKSHIN
PURI, AMBEDKAR NAGAR,
DELHI-110062. have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as ANKIT KUMAR.

0040843902-1

I, Shalini Puri Dua alias Shalini
Puri D/O Jitender Nath Puri R/O
B-13, Ridgewood Estate,DLF
Phase-4, Galleria DIf-lv,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122009,
have changed my nameto
SHALINI PURI.

0050285637-1

I, Shakuntla Devi, w/o Karan
Singh, R/0 Devsar, Bhiwani,
Haryana, have changed my
name from Shakuntla to
Shakuntla Devi.

0130062724-1

I, SANJAY SOOD S/0O Trilok
Chand, R/0 647, Sector-6,RK
Puram, New Delhi- 22, declare
that name of mine and my
father has been wrongly
written as SANJAY KUMAR
SOOD and TRILOK CHAND
SOOD in my Servicerecord. The
actual name of mine and my
father are SANJAY SOOD and
TRILOK CHAND respectively,
which may be amended
accordingly.

0040843880-2

I, Raj Kamal Pandey S/o0
Raghubar Dutt Pandey R/0 A-
1/98,Near Gandhi
Chowk,Mohan Garden, Delhi-
59 state that aforesaid is my
official name and the name R.K.
Pandey as reflecting in some
records refers to me.

0071023643-1

ILJITENDER KUMAR MAKOL S/O
BANSILAL MAKOL,R/O HNO.282
2ND-FLOOR AMBICA-VIHAR
PASCHIM VIHAR DELHI-
110087.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO JITENDER MAKOL.

0040843925-1

I, Naresh R/0-H.N0.64-C9-Block
Sultanpuri New Delhi-86, have
changed my Minor Son’s name
from HIMANSHU to HIMANSHU
CHANDOLIA (DOB-12.01.2009)

0040843963-1

I, NARSI S/o Sant Ram, R/0 396,
Block-25 Trilok Puri, Near
Nirankari Satsang Bhawan,
Delhi-110091, have changed the
name of my minor son Haresh
alias Haresh Rajput,aged 13
years and he shall hereafter be
known as Haresh Rajput.

0071023647-1

I, Mumtaj Begum W/0O Mujahid
AliR/0 1612, Gali Khatiyan,
Road Gran, Lal Kuan, Delhi-
110006 have changed my name
to Mumtaz Begum.

0040843940-1

I, Manya Bantwal Kamath D/o B.
Manjunath Kamath, R/0 1037
Sector B-1, Vasant Kunj, New
Delhi- 110070, have changed
my name to Manya Kamath for
all purposes.

0040843855-1

I, Manasvi D/o Vishal Bansal,
R/0919, Sector 9, Faridabad
have changed my name to
Manasvi Bansal.

0040843963-4

I, Mahesh Chander Sharma, S/o
Bala Dutt, R/0 E-448, Street No.
8, West Vinod Nagar, Delhi-
110092, have changed the
name of my minor son from
YAKSHIT SHARMA to YUNAY
SHARMA, for all purposes.

0040843850-1

I, Kishan Lal Kathuria, S/o Late
Sh. Moti Ram Kathuria, R/0
H.No0.1740, Jawahar Colony, NIT
Faridabad, Haryana- 121005,
hereby declare that | have
changed my name from
Krishan Lal Kathuria to Kishan
Lal Kathuriafor all future
purposes.

0040843852-1

I, Jyoti D/o Mohan Chander,
RZH-711/6,0ld No RZH-711,
Gali No-3, H-Block, Raj Nagar-2,
Delhi-77 have changed my
name to Priya. 0071023701-1

I, Jatin Jagar S/o Ajay R/o Village
Sarurpur, Ballabgarh,
Faridabad have changed my
name to Jatin Chaudhary.

0040843963-5

I, Jameela W/o Naushad R/o
Malik Nagar, Muradnagar,
Ghaziabad, UP have changed
my name to Jamila.

0071023727-1

I, Hukum Chand S/0, Kamta
Prasad R/0 B-473 Vasant Kunj
Enclave New Delhi 110070 have
changed my name to Hukum
Chandrafor all purposes

0040842625-3

I, Gayatri Pandey W/o Raj Kamal
Pandey R/o A-1/98,Near Gandhi
Chowk,Mohan Garden, Delhi-
59 state that aforesaid is my
official name & the name Geeta
Pandey/Geeta as reflecting in
some records refers to me

0071023689-1

I, Dilbag Gulati, S/o0 Shri Ramlal
Gulati, R/o Tower 21, Flat
No0.2005, Nirala Estate,
Techzone 4, Greater Noida
West, Gautam Budh Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201306. Both the
names Dilbag Gulathiand
Dilbag Gulati refer to one and
the same person, thatis
myself. My correct name for all
present and future purposes
shall be Dilbag Gulati.

0040843849-1

I, Digvijay Singh R/0 A-193,
Sector-15, Noida, Gautam Budh
Nagar-201301 do hereby
solemnly inform that have
changed my minor son’s name
fromRudraksh Singh to
Vedansh Singh for all future
purposes.

0040843936-1

I, Ashok Kumar R/0 #181, Pocket
D, New Highway Apartment,
Loknayak Puram, Bakkarwala,
Delhi 110041 have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
PariDrishti Sharma to Harshika
Sharma.

0040842625-4

I, Ajay Kumar S/0 Kishan Kumar
R/0-387, Krishana Nagar,
Maniram Vas-3, Kosikalan,
Mathura have changed my
name to AjayKumar Goyal.

0071023708-1

I, ASHRILI KUMAR D/o Prashant
Kumar, R/039/7, Ashoka Road,
Shipra Suncity, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201014, have
changed my name to MOLLY
for all future purposes.

0040843880-1

I have Changed my Name from
Neelam Rani,Neelam to
Neelam Mangla D/o Bal Kishan
residing at Plot N0.2004, Ist
Floor, Indra Colony, Railway
Road, Narela, Delhi-110040

0071023737-1

I Sanjeev Kumar Setia S/o Late
Sh. Satpal Setia. R/0 H-12 Upper
ground Floor, Raghu Nagar
Near Gurudwara, New Delhi-
110045 have changed Name of
my daughter from Geshnato
Geshna Setia for all purposes
in future.

0040843923-1

I SUNITA W/O MAHAVIR SINGH
R/O NR-25, DLF PHASE-3,
GURGAON, HARYANA-122002
CHANGE TO MY NAME SUNITA
DEVI.

0040843962-2

I Preeti W/0O, Hari Karki R/0 Hno.
2492, Block B, Gali No.7 Sgm
Nagar, Faridabad, 121001 have
changed my name to Preeti
Karki.

0040843942-1

INidhi kumari, w/o Shubham
Agarwal, R/0-T2-703, Ace
Parkway Sector-150, noida
201310 have changed my name
to Nidhi Agarwal

0071023636-1

I Kulvinder Kaur W/0, Rajinder
Singh Chhabra R/o House No.
65/50, New Rohtak Road, Karol

Bagh, Delhi 110005 have
changed my name to Kulvinder
Kaur Chhabra for all purposes.

0040843853-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost Diploma Marksheet of
LalimaOjha, on 15/04/2022 in
Delhi. If found, contact:
8743080171 ComplaintNo.:
123730/2026.

0050285704-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

r&ingh who Intends 1o create

tavailing Houging loan/cradit

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Publicis heraby informed
that Anish Chaudhary = the
absolute owner of Resldential
Fiat No, 367, Third Floor, Supar
LIG Flat, Asha Pushp Vihar,
Sector-14, Kaushambi, District
Ghaziabad (U.P) (called 'Said
Proparty” heréinafler), The
onigenal documends relabing 1o the
said bull-up proparly wz, e
Allotment Letter and
Possession Letter daled 16-08-
2004 both are issusd by the Asha
Pushp Vihar Sahkan Awas Samifi
Lid,, in respect of he above sain
progeryin favour of Mrs. Pushpa
Rana, are missing/lost
somewhere. for which an FIR
MNLR has already been lodged
with U, P Palice Crime Branch
vide LR Mo, 2260000235573
dated 110372026, The owner has
representad thal the said propearly
is- free from all sorts of
encumirances and has exaculed
an Agraament to sell for salling of
the said properly to Mrs. Poonam

charge viz., mortgage or
otherwise, on the said property for

faclity from- SBI, Homa Loan
Cantre, F40 2nd & 3rd Floors,
South Extensson Part-1,  Mew
Delhi Branch Code 16683, If any
personis), financial institution
elc., claiming any right, interast,
having any objection with respect
of the said property on the basis of
sforesaid |ost documenis may
write/coniact with ‘above
mentioned 5Bl Branch on their
emai-cord, 16683 @sbi coin as
well a5 the undersigned on his
Email-adv.shreyansh23@
gmail.com within 15 days from the
dale of publicabion of his notice,
failing which any such claim eic
shall be deemed o be null and
void and whereas ble shall be
deemed o be clear, and
marketable withoul any defect
encumbrance and free o oeale
equilable morlgage

Through Coungal

Advocata

Shrevansh: Upadhyay, Ch. Ne 7,
Patiala Houza Cour,

Mew Dalhi-110001,

Mob. 7836315199

PUBLIC NOTICE

I hereby request your gracious self, for and
on behalf of my clients (1). Sh. Daljeet
Sharma S/o Sh. Krishan Lal Sharma, R/o
A-348, Meera Bagh, Paschim Vihar, Sunder
Vihar, West, Delhi-110087; and (2) Smt.
Kiran Sharma W/o Sh. Daljeet Sharma,
R/o A-348, Meera Bagh, Paschim Vihar,
Sunder Vihar, West, Delhi-110087; that my
clients have severed all relationships with
their son namely Sh. Neeraj Sharma and
daughter-in-law namely Smt. Pooja
Sharma W/o Sh. Neeraj Sharma; and have
disowned/debarred them from all relations
and from all their movable and immovable
assets due to their anti-social, anti-family
activities and cruelty committed upon my
clients. My clients are not having even
talking terms with their above noted son
and daughter-in-law and my clients have no
control over them for last considerable
time.
My clients shall not be responsible for the
acts, deeds and things, if any done by their
son namely Sh. Neeraj Sharma and
daughter-in-law namely Smt. Pooja
Sharma as my clients have nothing to do
with their businesses, liabilities and acts
whatsoever”.
Sd/-
HITESH KUMAR
Advocate
Ch. No. 133, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
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PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT MS. SUNITA
KUMARI AND SH. SONU KUMAR, WHO HAS
APPLIED FOR A LOAN FROM LIC HOUSING
FINANCE LIMITED (LICHFL), HAS REPORTED
THE DEATH OF SH. AMAR JIT SINGH, WHO
EXPIRED ON 25.11.2013. THE LOAN PERTAINS
TO THE FREEHOLD RESIDENTIAL VACANT
PROPERTY ON PLOT NO. F-308 (OLD NO. WZ-
681) AREA MEASURING 87.45606 SQ. MTRS.,
(104.6 SQ. YDS.) OUT OF TOTAL AREA 225 SQ.
YDS. OUT OF KHASRA NO. 602, SITUATED IN
THE REVENUE ESTATE OF VILLAGE NASIRPUR,
COLONY KNOWN AS SADH NAGAR-II, GALI NO.
21, PALAM COLONY NEW DELHI-110045. IT IS
FURTHER INFORMED THAT THE BORROWER,
MS. SUNITA KUMARI AND SH. SONU KUMAR,
DO NOT POSSESS THE SURVIVING MEMBER
CERTIFICATE OF THE ABOVE-NAMED
DECEASED PERSON AND HAVE STATED THAT
THERE ARE NO OTHER LEGAL HEIRS IN
RESPECT OF THE AFORESAID PROPERTY.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-446/2002

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR|
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

FUBLIC NOTICE

My cienl Sml Pilfambn Dest, Wi
Late Sh Derwan Singh, Rlo G-T4d
Mear Molher Saraswall School
Sangam Vikar, Mehrauk, South Dedhi-
10062, has disownad ard debarnad
her-son K And Singh, end fis wite,
Smt. Ppoja, from all her moyable &
immduatile proparbies wilh immadale
effect Bnd heve sevared &l reletions
wilh tham. ARy perscn ﬁe:!-ilr‘-g wilh
tnemn shall do 50 &l hisherthair own
risk, oosl, and consequences, My
clienls shat mal ba responsible far any
such acts ar liakilities

Richa Kumari (Advocate)
Gh. W, 181, Sakel Court. New Dek-17

PLIBLIC NOTICE
My client Pushps Devi Wia Laka M,
Chander Sen Guple R'o House Mo
1418 Dakshirgue Ext, O, Ambedkar
Magar, Dist Soulth Delhi, Dalhi-
G, have bean misbahaved,
abusad and forlued by ber sons
namely ekder son Ajay Guals and
younger son Ankit Gupta & my clent
hag akw severed all relations. and
deawied & debarred them fom 3l
mevatle and mmovable’ properlias,
=Zhe has alen dabamed Bem fnam her
ancesiral end owned proparlies.

SHEERAZ SAEED (Advocate)
h, No. 457 Saket Court. Maw Dalyi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients, Mr. Mintu Rai
and Smt. Jyoti Rai,
residents of House No. 80,
Ground Floor, Village Mandi,
South Delhi, Delhi-110047,
have disowned their
daughter Ms. Mithila Rai
from all their movable and
immovable properties due to
her misconduct. In future, my
clients shall not be
responsible for any of her

acts ortransactions.
Naveen Lohia Advocate
Ch.No0.407, District Court
Saket, New Delhi-17I

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Dr. Asha Gandhi would like to
inform the general public that I
have lost my original share
certificate bearing no. 007 with
30 distinctive shares of Rupees
100/- each being numbered 1198
to 1227 issued to me by Tara
Co-operative Group Housing
Society Ltd., New Delhi.
If found, please contact Mr. Vinod
Malhotra on +91-7290979599
within 14 days from the date of
issue of this advertisement.

INAME CHANGE

I, Suresh Kumar/
Suresh Kumar Chutani
son of Ladha Ram
Chutani, resident of
50/50, Jawahar Nagar,
Palwal Camp, Near
Devi Lal Park, Ward No
12, Palwal, Haryana,
121102, have changed
my name to Suresh
Chutani for all future
Purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICE|
It is informed to general public
that my clients Sh. Sanjay
Chauhan S/O Chautey Lal
R/O A-186, Jhilmil Colony,
Delhi, Ms. Arti Tanwar R/o Flat
No. 708, Gaur Residency,
Chander Nagar, Ghaziabad,
Ms. Vimla W/o Naresh Kumar
R/o 75-76, West Guru Angad
Nagar, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi and
Ms. Usha W/o Gajender
Kumar R/o F-8, Jeevan Park,
Uttam Nagar, Delhi have
debarred, disowned and
delinked their brother
Rajkumar S/o Chautey Lal
R/o A-186, Jhilmil Colony, Delhi
from all family relations, affairs
and dealings due to his acts,
conductand behavior which are
against the wishes and interest
of family. It is also declared that
said Rajkumar has no
authority, right or permission to
represent my clients or their
moveable or immovable
properties in any manner
whatsoever including sale,
purchase, transfer, mortgage,
lease, rent, agreement,
negotiation or creation of third-
party interest. My clients shall
notbe responsible/liable forany
such act, deed or transaction to
any person/s dealing with himin
future.
ARVIND BHARDWAJ
Advocate
Ch.No.D-627, Karkardooma
Court, Shahdara, Delhi

NAME CHANGE

I, Pratima Singh, Wile of Mr
Safandra Pralap Singh, rasidanl al
Fiat Mo 1708, 16th Floar, Tower T-
12, RES Savana, RPS Cily, Sectar-
{4, Fandabad, Hatyanpa, haraby
datlara fat tha name of my mince
gon Geurang Sharma {Aadhear Card
Mo, XXXXXEXXGT34) has been
racorded a5 Garang Sharma in the
schaol records. | Rurther siade thal
affer my second marriage with K,
Saferdra Pratag Singh, the comect
and aihcial name al my son Qs
Gaurang Singh. Tharafore,
hencafarih he shall be known and
recoghized g Gaurang Singh for ol
official and personal purposes. My
namé may eiso b considared as
Pretima Singh mather of Gaurang
Singh far af futume puposes

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTIGE
Moo WASSGER2025-26. Dale: 10.03.2026.

DREMIEET) NWR. Ajmar an bahall af ha
President of Inda Invites E-Tender for the
follcwing work up to 1500 Hrs. on the

mantonsd dafe. Tender MNo.: DRM-5&T-

42-2025-26, Mame of Work: Ajmer
Diviston-Provision of 4x48F OFC for
Indigenous Train Collision Avoidance
System ovaer All division of NWR

(568.24 R kms) (Umbrella Work 2024-

25) Approzimate cost of work: Rs.
409040063.27. Bid securily: Rs.
2185200.00. Date & Time of apening E-
Tender 0604 2026 at 15:30 Hrs. The
castails of above E-Tendar are availkable on
webaile www ineps.coyin

348-FMI26

RT3 O ﬂ-:: MW Hulwaye D MW Hallwarpn._

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SMT. PRIYANKA SINGH.,
WHO HAS APPLIED FOR A LOAN FROM LIC HOUSING
FINANCE LIMITED (LICHFL), HAS REPORTED THE DEATH
OF SHRI RAJA RAM, WHO EXPIRED ON SMT. CHAMPA
DEVI, AND HER HUSBAND SH. PARSHADI SINGH VERMA
DIED ON 10.09.2001 AND HER SON SH. MAHIPAL SINGH
DIED ON 13.11.2008 AND HER SON SH. BABU SINGH
VERMA DIED ON 06.02.2017 THE LOAN PERTAINS TO THE
FREEHOLD PROPERTY BEARING NO. 10/122 (PLOT NO.
122, AND BLOCK NO. 10). AREA MEASURING 95 SQ. YDS.,
LE. 79.42 SQ. MTRS., OUT OF KHASRA NO. 19, SITUATED
IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE KARKARDOOMA, THE ABADI
OF VISHWAS NAGAR, NEAR 18 QUARTER, ILLAQA
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032. IT IS FURTHER INFORMED
THAT THE SELLER, SH. KARTIK KHANNA, DO NOT
POSSESS THE SURVIVING MEMBER CERTIFICATE OF THE

ABOVE-NAMED DECEASED PERSON AND HAVE STATED
THAT THERE ARE NO OTHER LEGAL HEIRS IN RESPECT
OF THE AFORESAID PROPERTY.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN THE

AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD INFORM &

GIVE INTIMATION TO THE UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15
DAYS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-446/2002

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR|

INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

“"IMPORTANT™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

FORM A

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

(Regulation 14 of the Insolvency and Bankrupicy Board of India
(Voluntary Liguidation Process) Regulations, 2017)

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE STAKEHOLDERS OF

IGENETIC DIAGNOSTICS PRIVATE LIMITED

1. | Mame ol Sorporas Do
2. | Date of ncoeporation of comporate
PEESRON
3| Jut;'-flﬂt,' unoer which compaorate
P 15 Incorparated [ regsiened
4. | Corporate idertity Number / Limited
Liggn iy lclestity raarmier of Corportes
peErsmn
5 [ Ail e af The registered olfios and
princpat offica (f any) of corponate
IS0
. Liguidabon commencement aate of
COPPBRE s
| Name, address. ernall addrass,

x5
ui ]

el |

ISENETIC DIAGNDSTICS PRIVATE LINUTED
December 12, 2043

[ Regetrar of Companies, under the Comparies

A1, 1956

[ A1 D 201 3FTCARa5ES

| DS8 236237 (Second Flodr, DUF Towey,

Shagl Marg taram Pura, West Belhi,
Py Dhed i, Dedhl, Ividsar, 110015

| March 10, 2006

| 'Winod Surder Raman

telephore: numberand the
registration number of the loquidator

B0, Arvndd Skdands Apariments. Shivarahall,
Jeiir Main Road Yelahanka Bengalun SE0064

Mo, 42/LPINS/M422668374

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Mo, 42/ LP/NS4225500584. Date
11.03.2026, Dy.CMMMNWR Bgmer, acting
for and behalf of the President of India
invites E-tender against tender no
422550054 Df. 000320268 Closing Dt
e 04 2026 al 14:25 hrs. Bidders will be
able to submit heir crigivalinevised bids
Lg o -:'J-:Jﬁ'.iug date arnd limes anly, hanual
offers are nof allowed aaainst this tendsr
and any such manual affers received shall
ba ignored: 1. Description of work:
RADIATOR ASSEMBLIES FOR
GREAVES MAKE DIESEL ENGINE

(PART ND, 201200526084, 2 Cluantity
04 Mos, 2, Date & time for submissson of

Tender; Submdssion of E-Tender up to

0004 2026 at 14.25 Hrs. 4. Websile
particulars: waw.ireps. gov.in.

251-PMI26

Fulkoay 48 on ﬂ :E "-.'.'.'F::--I--J-J-s-E]i'q'.".ll-".all-.'.-z-.--:

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Lrate
11032026, Dy.CMMNWRAImer, actng

for and behald of the Fresident of India
Invites E-lendar against tender no.
42265374 Df. 09.03,2026 Closing Di.

1308 2026 at 14:25 hrs. Biddars wall be

B |_i,1a.‘|.l'_."i_1l,llrl1'...,‘\-|;,.|:!IT.i'j.',:.h'!rl.lI‘..I'JHII'I,'_.

Ermal: vinexlSsroorssadling i

lelephona mamber +S1-89845884410

Resgr g

BB P00 IPNOOOTS 2007-20087 10206

| Agri 9. 2026

menticned against dem T

Date: Marnch 11, 2026
Place: Bangalore

Maotice 5 hereby given thal HRENETIC MAGMOSTICS PRIVATE LEMITED has comnsented
woduntary ligutdation on March 100 2026,

The stakehatders of IGEMETIC DIAGROSTICS PRIVATE LIMITED are haraly calbed upan 1o
submit 8 proof of thelr claims, on or before Apni 9, 2026, 1o the liguikdator &t the address

The financial creditors shall subma thew proof of cisims by electronicmeans andy. ANl other
stakabolders may submit tha proof of claims in parson, by post or by electronic means.
Subimisaion of false or misleading proafs of claim shall attract penafties.

Vinod Sunder Raman

Liguidator of IGEMETIC DIAGNOSTICS PRIVATE LIMITED
Reg Mo. I8B1LIPA-D0 2 P-NOODT 5 201 7-200 810206

UP Rajya Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Ltd.

PARICHHA THERMAL POWER PROJECT - PARICHHA, JHANSI

Pl
.

able to submit thelr original/revised bids
ug b chaging dabe and limaes only, Manual
offers are not allowed against this tendar
and-anvy such manual offers received shall
be ignorad. 1. Descripbon of work: RMPU 4,
FOR POW/RROW EQG COACHES, AS
FER DRAWING/SPECIFICATION:
RODSO/PESPEC/ACD0G1-2005, REV.1
OR LATEST (WITH BELLOW DUCT
MADE OF META ARAMID/PARA

L

Liabilny Insurance Act Policy.”

ARAMID FABRIC). 2. Quantity: 10 Set,
3. Date & time for submission of Tender:
Submizsion of E-Tender up to 1504 2026
alt 1425 Hrs, 4. Websile particulars:

WA IMEDS S0M 10

“rlkoew s Gh ﬂ :E "'.'.".'F:i-l-.'.-rr:-E]r'.'ul'iHuinn,:

J50-PM/ 26

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SHRI NAVEEN
KUMAR YADAV AND SMT. CHARU PAHUJA.,
WHO HAS APPLIED FOR A LOAN FROM LIC
HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED (LICHFL), HAS
REPORTED THE DEATH OF SHRI RAJA RAM,
WHO EXPIRED ON 19.10.2001. THE LOAN
PERTAINS TO THE RESIDENTIAL BUILT-UP
SECOND FLOOR ONLY UP TO EXTENT OF
CEILING LEVEL OF PROPERTY BEARING NO.
10/84 (BLOCK NO. 10 & QTR. NO. 84) AREA
MEASURING 100 SQ. YDS. SITUATED IN THE
ABADI OF JHEEL KURANJA KNOWN AS GEETA
COLONY, DELHI-110031. IT IS FURTHER
INFORMED THAT THE BORROWER, SHRI
NAVEEN KUMAR YADAV AND SMT. CHARU
PAHUJA, DO NOT POSSESS THE SURVIVING
MEMBER CERTIFICATE OF THE ABOVE-NAMED
DECEASED PERSON AND HAVE STATED THAT
THERE ARE NO OTHER LEGAL HEIRS IN
RESPECT OF THE AFORESAID PROPERTY.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-

SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate),

Enrl. No. D-446/2002|

125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR|
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035|

PUBLIC NOTICE

TO BE KNOWN TO ALL THAT I, AYUSH
SINGHAL S/0 BHAGWAT SINGHAL R/O
KD-2-B, ASHOK VIHAR, PHASE-I, DELHI-
110052. I HAVE  LOST/MISPLACED
ORIGINAL REGISTRATION PAGE (FRONT
AND BACK SIDE) WHICH IS LAST PAGE OF
CONVEYANCE DEED OF MIG FLAT NO.KD-
30-A, GROUND FLOOR, ASHOK VIHAR,
PHASE-I, DELHI-110052. A POLICE REPORT
TO THIS EFFECT HAS BEEN LODGED IN
NORTH WEST/CRIME BRANCH, AT ASHOK
VIHAR/e-POLICE STATION, DELHI, VIDE LR
NO.160123/2026 DATED 12/03/2026, ANY
PERSON CLAIMING ANY RIGHT, INTEREST
HAVING ANY OBJECTION MAY
WRITE/CONTACT WITH ABOVE NAMED
PERSON AT ABOVE ADDRESS/MOBILE

NO.9999955161, WITHIN 14 DAYS FROM
THE DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE AND CAN PERSONALLY INFORM
OR WRITE TO ME AT ABOVE ADDRESS OF
DELHIL

Itis hieraby informed to the general
pubfic that my carrect name is
Chandramauli Shukla S0 Prasiddh
Marayan Shukia zg recorded in oy
aducational documents, However,
due ta an madeartent eregr, my
nama has heen recorded as
Chandra Mol Shakda in my Sadhar
Gard, Which is.incomest, Therefors
| request that in the future | may be
knioair and idartified by my Correct
Mame, Chandramaudl Shiukda, 11 is
herehy certified that all tha
mecessany formalities in this regard
have pean duly ﬁl.'ll"ltlllﬂl]lj 1y

200032026 up to U600 PM.

=4

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

Oy, Chief Engineer {Construction}-1,
MNorth-\Weatern Railway, Jodhpur through

13,36,50M)-,
20.03. 2026 up to 07:00 PM.

1. GEM/2026/B/7334442 Dated 09.03.2026 “Bus Hining Service-
Regular Basis-Local 24%7; 22-24; As per buver scope.”™
Estimated Cost Rs. 14,06 850/,
Submissionend di. 30.03.2026 up to 04:00 PM.

2. GEM/2026/B/T327752 Dated 06.03.2026 “Preventive -and
Breakdown Maintenance inc¢luding Upkeep of
Window/Split'Package A C/Water & Air Cooler.” Estimated Cost
RBs. 16,73,955/-, EMD Rs 283500/, Bid Submission end di.
27.03.2026 up to 04:00 PM.

GEM/2026/B/7327873 Dated 06.03.2026 “Preventive
Maintenance, Overhauling, Rewinding of 0.4 KV LT Maotors of
Water Supply System.” Estimated Cost Rs. 7,08,000/-, EMD Rs
| 2.000/-, Bid Submission end dt. 30,03 2026 up to 04:00 PM.

GEM/2026/B/7299890 Dated 27.02,2026 “Third Party Publhc
" Estimated Cost Rs. 40,00,004)/-,
EMD Rs00_Bid Submission end dt. 20,03 2026 up to 04:00 PM.

GEM/2026/B/7303028 Dated 03.03.2026 “Maintenance
relocation of Pipeline work under Common Auxiliary
Maintenance Division,
Fs. 1029315, EMD Rs 12,000/-, Bid Submission end dt.
200032026 up to 05:00 PM.

6. GEM/2026/B/7340868 Dated 10.03.2026 “Safcty Footwear
(V31 IS8] Marked to IS 15298 (Part 23{02).7 Estimated Cost Rs.
30.64,320/-, EMD Rs 31,000/,

EMD Rs 2&.000/-, Bad

BTP&5." Estimated Cost

Bid Submission end dt.

GEM/2026/B/T341528 Dated 10.03.2026 “Industrial Safety
Helmet (V31 151 marked 1o 18 2925 (20,7 Estimated Cost Bs.
EMD Rs 14,000/-,

Bid Submission end di.

far ared om behalf of the Presidant of india,
nwites e-bendars (Qpen Tendar T
packal systam), lor the Followeng swork:-
Tender HNo.: T.MNo. JUIConstiT-04-2025-
26-BGKT-FH-HI. Name of the work with

NOTE:- For Information regarding Addendum
Rejection ol Bids Kindly regularly visit websile
https://etenderup.nic.in & uprvunLorg

{ Corrigendumy

Its location: Development of Mainte-
farse Infrastructere {Chdl, Mechanical)
involving construction of PEB siriciurés
for Workshops, Training school and other
ancillary works in connection with

#. 30 /21w sl —vo S Edd) /

fesid 11.03.2026

*“Save Electricity for Mation™

malntenance cum workshop depat for
Vande Bharat Sleeper trains at Bhagat Ki
fothe, Jodhpur as per condifions undes
WTASET (Phase-11). Approx. cost of work:
Rz, 23,14, 60,755.35, Earnest Money to
be deposited: Rz 48 OF 300.00. Tender
Closing date & time: OF 042026 uplo

RIHSH POWER TOEPARY LIMITED

TENDER NOTICE

NPCL Noida Power Company Limited
Electric Sub Station, Knowledge Park-IV, Greater Moida-201310

{CIN: LI 200UP 193271 CO14506)

13.03.2026

e=-BidsiCommercial & lechnical) are invited for following, from all interested bidders

Start & Due Date

& Time of Submission

Up ta 15:00 Hours}

15.00 hrs. Detall of particular, where T

g-tender can be seen & flled up: HlT Hﬂ. TEI'II'.IEF DEEL‘-HP[IL’IH EHﬂ I:H-5'+

wd-.-;ﬁ-ir.ap&s ’iq?'j&n ﬂ"iﬁiﬂ i NIT o HIRNLAOE 13-03-2026 TO 02-04-2026
a ress: YCeCju W.rEINEL Qo 1m. j (= Stk

(No. JU/Canst./74-W-15/2025-26)| ||NPCLFY2:- | ADVERTISINGAGENCY | 1.50) Lacs

BGKTAVBTSDIPH-II, dated 07 03,2028) ZolAdvertising/ 008

J45-PMS2E

Fellira ik o n : ll‘-l'.'lﬁ.lli#.ﬂr'-m HWRaiteays

Cost of Individual Tender Document {Incl. GST) Ks 1130/

For other fender details and furiher amendment/cormigendum, please visit our website
www.noidapower.com-->Procurement->Tenders

DGM (CMM

CANTONMENT BOARD, MATHURA i

INVITATION OF E-TENDERS (DUAL BID SYSTEM)

Electronic Bids are invited by Cantonment Board,
mentioned works:

Mathura for the under

Sl. Name of Work
No. Cost

Harvesting in Cantt. Fund Buildings for the
period of one year

Estimated

1 _Ftépa-i-r f.-renavatiﬂn .;'-’_Fmir-i.f.iun of ﬂa}n Water; Z 20.00 Lclkh""

Earnest Tender
Money 2% | Form Fee
40,000 1500/~

20.03.2026 upto 1700 hrs.

NO. CB MIE-Tender;‘EDEE-IEJ'lDl&'I
Dated: 12 March, 2026

The interested contractors / firms shall upload all the documents related to above works on
the website https://defproc.gov.in/ w.e.f. starting date 13,03,2026 at 1600 hrs to ending date

The terms & conditions for the above mentioned works may look up the ibid website.
Chief Executive Officer
Cantonment Board, Mathura

(Divya R, I.D.E.S.)

WESTERN RAILWAY-VADODARA DIVISION

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. DRM-BRC 202 TO 203 OF 2025-26

Sealed Tenders for and on behalf of the President of India are invited by Divisional Railway Manager
(WA/C),Western Railway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara-390 004 for the following works.

site: www.ireps.gov.in

Date and time for submission of tenders and opening of tenders: Tender is to be submitted on 03.04.2026
before 15.00 Hrs and is to be opened on same date at 15.30 Hrs. Website particulars and notice for the
location where complete details can be seen & Address of the office from where the tender form can be
purchased: Divisional Railway Manager (WA/C) Western Railway, Pratapnagar, Vadodara -390 004. Web

Il _Approximate cost| Bid Security to
NS r Te,\? der Name of Work of the work be deposited
o. 0. (inRs.) (InRs.)
Vadodara Division:- Construction of Road under
DRM BRC | Bridges in lieu of elimination of 12 number of Level
1 202 of | Crossings (Anand-Khambat Section: LC No. 34, 36, 59,38,48,077.79 | 31,19,300.00
2025-26 |41, 41X, 45 and Nadiad - Kapadvanj Section: LC No.
14,18,28,38,41,42,47).
DRM BRC Chavaj: Provision of a High Level (HL) platform with
5 203 of plgtform wujenmg, Foot Over Bridge (FOB) with lifts, 16,07,89,218.37 | 9,54,000.00
toilets for Divyang and general passengers and other
2025-26 .
associated works. |

BRC 392

Like 115 on: B facebook.comMWesternRly  Follow us on: BB twitter.com/WestemnRly

New Delhi
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IRAN IS ALLOWING PASSAGE ONLY TO ITS CHINA-BOUND OIL TANKERS

Itis the first known instance of
non-Iranian crude oil tankers
transiting the Strait of Hormuz

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 12

AMID THE massive disruption
in maritime traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz, two crude oil
tankers — cumulatively carry-
ing roughly 3 million barrels of
West Asian oil— have arrived in
India after transiting the fraught
waters, according to vessel track-
ing data and industry sources.
One of the tankers, Liberia-
flagged Shenlong carrying
around 1 million barrels of Saudi
Arabian crude oil, arrived at
Mumbai port on Wednesday,
shipping data showed.
Shenlong, aSuezmaxtanket,
had set sail on March 3 from
Saudi Arabia’s Ras Tanura port
for Mumbai, whose suburbs
houserefineries of Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation and Hindus-
tan Petroleum Corporation.
The other tanker, an India-
flagged very large crude carrier
(VLCC) with around 2 million
barrels of crude from Iraq, also
arrived at Mumbai, from where

it is now headed to Odisha’s
Paradip, wherealarge Indian Oil
Corporation refinery is located,
asourceintheknowsaid, butde-
clined to name the vessel citing
safety reasons.

Both tankers are estimated
tohave crossed the Strait of Hor-
muz— the narrow waterway be-
tween Iran and Oman that con-
nects the Persian Gulf with the
Gulf of Oman and the Arabian
Sea— sometimeinthe past five-
six days.

These mark the first known
instances of non-Iranian crude
oil tankers transiting the critical
chokepoint of the Strait of Hor-
muz, where vessel movements
have effectively come to a halt
since the West Asia conflict
started on February 28.

Reports indicate that Iran
was allowing only its own oil
tankers—headed toChina—to
cross the strait. According to
sources in India’s oil and gas in-
dustry, the arrival of tankers has
raised hopes that more of India’s
energy supplies that are cur-

Exporters seek
priority allocation of
LPG, natural gas for
manufacturing units

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, March 12

EXPORTERS’ BODY FIEO on
Thursday urged the govern-
menttoallocate LPG and natu-
ral gas to export-oriented
manufacturing units on a pri-
ority basis, as any disruptions
in the fuel availability will cre-
ate problems in maintaining
production schedules.

Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) President
SC Ralhan said that he has
written a letter in this regard to
the commerce and industry
ministry.

“Manufacturing exporters
are facingissues. Thereisanur-
gent need for priority allocation
of LPG/natural gas as fuel for
export-oriented units (EOUs)
and export-oriented SMEs,”
Ralhan said.

The West Asia crisis, trig-
gered by thelaunch of ajoint at-
tack by the US and Israel on
Iran, has disrupted energy
supplies in several countries.
The government has revised
the priority order for allocating
domestically produced natural
gas, placing LPG production
alongside CNG and piped cook-
ing gas at the top.

Ralhan said that export-
oriented manufacturing units
are operating in a highly com-
petitive global environment
and are constantly competing
with suppliers from countries
such as China and other East
Asian economies.

Large global buyers follow
highly structured global sourc-
ing models and require unin-
terrupted production and
timely deliveries from their
suppliers.

“In the event of disruption
in fuel availability, Indian ex-
porters are unable to maintain
production schedules. Conse-
quently, international buyers
are compelled to shift their
orders to competing countries,
particularly China,” Federation
ofIndian Export Organisations
said inacommunicationtothe
commerce ministry.

In this context, the availabil-
ity of LPG/natural gas as an in-
dustrial fuel is critical, particu-
larly for export-oriented SMEs
and EOUs that rely on it for
their manufacturing processes,
itadded.

“We fully appreciate that
the present gas supply situation
is challenging. However, even
through a calibrated mechan-
ism, adedicated priority alloca-
tion for export-oriented indus-
tries would help ensure that
production and export com-
mitments are not adversely af-
fected,” Ralhan said.

He added thatensuring fuel
availability will not only protect
existing export orders but will
also reinforce international
confidenceinIndiaasareliable
sourcing destination.

Sharing similar views, Ja-
landhar-based Hand Tools
manufacturers and Exporters
Association President Ashwani
Kumar said that due to the
present constraints in LPG
supplies, production activities
are facing serious disruptions.

“In this regard, we humbly
request your kind approval for
425 kg LPG per day for our pro-
duction line operationsand 19-
kg commercial LPG cylinders
for factory mess and canteen to
provide meals to workers and
staff,” Kumar said.
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Two oil tankersreach Indiav
Straitof Hormuz, ignite hope
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The two oil tankers that have arrived in India may have sought permission from Iran to cross the Strait

of Hormuz, sources said. A

rently stuck in the Persian Gulf
could find their way to the
country in the comingdays and
weeks. Sources indicated that
India is talking to Iran to secure
the safe passage of vessels
headed to India, particularly oil
and liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) tankers, a number of
which arestucktothewest of the
Strait of Hormuz. Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said that
safety of shipping and India’s

energy security have comeupin
External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar’s discussions with his
Iranian counterpatrt.

“The External Affairs Min-
ister and the Foreign Minister of
Iran have had three conversa-
tions in recent days. In the last
one, they discussed issues per-
taining to the safety of shipping
and India’s energy security.
Beyond that, it would be prema-
ture for me to say anything,”
Jaiswal said Thursday.

According to sources, the
two oil tankers may have sought
permission from Iran to cross
the strait, although there is no
confirmation on that. As per
vessel tracking data, the tankers
had switched off their Auto-
matic Identification System
(AIS) transponders, also called
“going dark” in shipping par-
lance, to avoid public detection
before crossing the strait.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Feb inflation rises to 3.21%,

[ran war impact yet to be felt

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, March 12

INDIA’'S HEADLINE retail in-
flation rate rose to 3.21% in Feb-
ruary from 2.74% in January,
data released on Thursday by
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) showed.

The prices faced by con-
sumers rose at a faster rate even
before the US and Israel at-
tacked Iran at the end of the
month and the subsequent re-
taliation by Tehran that has
seen energy prices surge.

According to data released
by the statistics ministry, the
risein inflation in February was
driven by an unfavourable base
effect as well as the continued
rise in prices of gold (48% infla-
tion) and silver jewellery (161%).
Key food items such as tomato
(45%) and cauliflower (44%)
also saw a big jump in prices
compared to last year, while a
fall in prices of others such as
onion (down 28%) and potato
(down 18%) kept the rise in the
headlineinflation rate in check.

Onthe whole, food inflation
rose to 3.47% from 2.13% in Ja-
nuary. However, the food price
momentum — or the month-
on-month increase in food
prices — was non-existent,
with the Consumer Food Price
Index down 0.2% in February
compared to January, suggest-
ingan unfavourable base effect
helped drive up the year-on-
year inflation rate.

The price momentum for all
the items in the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) asawhole was
minor, with the index up 0.1%
from January.

“...the tobacco and intoxi-
cants category also witnessed
anuptickininflation, driven by
a sharp increase in excise duty
on tobacco products. Mean-
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while, core inflation remained
stable at 3.4%, unchanged from
the previous month. Excluding
precious metals, core inflation
stood significantly lower at
2.0%, indicating broadly con-
tained underlying price press-
ures,” Rajani Sinha, Chief
Economist at CareEdge Rat-
ings, said.

The CPI data for Februaryis
the second inflation print
under the updated inflation
series which has a base year of
2024 for prices and updated
consumption basket based on
the 2023-24 Household Con-
sumption Expenditure Survey.

Released last month, the
new CPI inflation series has a
lower weight of food and in-
cludes more goods and services
than before, thus providing a
more comprehensive and up-
dated picture of the country’s
price situation.

If one counts the numbers
as per the old CPI series, the
February inflation rate of 3.21%
is the highest in 11 months.
However, one-to-one compatri-
sons between inflation
numbers between the old and

new series may not be appro-
priate. Further, even at 3.21%,
CPIinflation remainsunder the
Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
medium-term target of 4% for
the 13th month in a row, al-
though the figure for February
is likely irrelevant for the cen-
tral bank given the global devel-
opments of March and how
they have impacted prices.
“February does not consider
the war effect and hence March
inflation would reflect the in-
itial impact in terms of higher
fuel prices especially of LPG.
We could expect March infla-
tion to be in the same range of
3.2-3.5% based on observations
in the market so far in the food
domain,” said Madan Sabnavis,
Bank of Baroda’s Chief
Economist. While global crude
oil prices surged to $120 per bar-
rel earlier in the month follow-
ing US and Israel’s attack on
Iran and its subsequent retali-
ation that involved shutting
down Strait of Hormuz, prices
have eased somewhat but re-
main highly volatile.
FULLREPORTON
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Insurance underwriters
say fear brought shipping
to a halt, not coverage

George Mathew
Mumbai, March 12

INSURANCE UNDER-
WRITERS on Thursday said
that commercial shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz
has effectively halted, not due
toalackofinsurance coverage,
but because shipowners and
operators have suspended tran-
sitsamid growing safety and se-
curity concerns.

“Most prominent is ship-
ping in the Straits of Hormuz
where trade has been halted,
not by a lack of available insur-
ance, but by obvious safety con-
cerns,” said Chris Jones, Chief
Executive of the International
Underwriting Association.

“The market for marine war
risksis operating in the manner
we would expect, given the in-
crease in threats to shipping
and insurers are focussed on
ensuringclient can continueto
access the cover they require,”
Jones said in a statement.

Insurance underwriters are
professionals who evaluate risk
and decide whether an insurer
should provide coverage, and
on what terms.

After the conflict intensi-
fied in early March, war-riskin-
surance premiums in some
casesclimbed toaround 1-1.5%
of a vessel’s value, depending
on the ship type and its expo-
sure torisk.

This means a tanker worth
$100 million could face pre-
miums of $1-1.5 million per
voyage in extreme situations.

The safety aspect came to
the forefront after Iran on Wed-
nesday claimed responsibility
for an attack on two oil tankers
anchored in Iraqi territorial
waters, as conflictsin the region
continueto escalate and strikes
on commercial shipping
spread beyond the Strait of
Hormuz. Iraq’s State Organiza-
tion for Marketing of Oil ident-
ified the two vessels as the
73,976 dwt crude oil tanker

NSE IPO gathers
pDace; merchant
pankers, law

firms appointed

New Delhi: The National Stock
Exchange of India (NSE) has
appointed 20 merchant
bankers, along with several law
firms and other intermediaries,
to manage its initial public of-
fering (IPO), making a step to-
wardsits much-awaited listing,.

The exchange’s IPO com-
mittee, chaired by Srinivas In-
jeti, approved the appoint-
ments at a meeting held on
Thursday.

The development follows
the NSE board’s decision in
February to proceed with its
long-pending public listing.
The public issue will consist
entirely of an offer-for-sale
(OFS) by existing shareholders,
with no fresh issue of shares.

NSE said the selection of in-
termediaries was carried out
through a “structured, trans-
parent and competitive pro-
cess” based on an evaluation
framework approved by the
IPO commiittee.

As many as 20 merchant
bankers appointed for the pub-
lic issue along with eight
law firms. PTI

e SOME HEALTH INSURERS HAVE INCREASED RELIANCE ON Al TO HELP CATCH TREATMENTS AND BILLS THEY SAY ARE UNWARRANTED

US insurers, hosps turn to Al to settle charges vs payments battle

Reuters
Bengaluru, March 12

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
isbeing deployed on both sides
of the tug-of-war between US
healthcare systems that want to
be paid more for medical proce-
dures and insurers who want
proof the services were necess-
ary, and experts are having a
hard time predicting a winner.

Centene, an insurer focused
on the Medicaid programme
for low-income people, re-
cently raised the issue, saying
hospitals were aggressively or
evenimproperly usingrevenue
software to trigger reimburse-
ment. “There have been some
of these pockets where folks

cominginto the emergency de-
partment with a fever, all of a
sudden all have sepsis,” Cen-
tene CEO Sarah London said at
a September investor confer-
ence, referring to a life-
threatening condition that
triggers a host of medical
interventions.

A Blue Cross Blue
Shield analysis of its commer-
cial hospital claims found that
roughly $663 million in inpa-
tient spending and at least $1.67
billion in outpatient spending
may be tied to more aggressive,
Al-enabled coding practices
nationwide.

“We are seeing more Al tools
used at different points in the
care and billing process, and
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The US spends more on healthcare than any other nation at about
18% of its gross domestic product. REUTERS

when those tools operate inde-
pendently, they can uninten-
tionally lead to friction,” said

Razia Hashmi, vice president of
clinical affairs at Blue Cross
Blue Shield Association.
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Cutting Costs

In recent months, some
health insurers have increased
reliance on Al to help catch
treatments and bills they say
are unwarranted, even as hos-
pitals use artificial intelligence
tools to document those medi-
cal services with codes that
boost reimbursement, areview
of company statements and in-
terviews with a dozen experts
and analysts found.

Both sides hope Alwill drive
down costs.

Consultancy firm McKinsey
estimates that for every $10 bil-
lion in revenue, Al could save
insurers $970 million through
claims management, medical
prior authorization requests

and by guiding clinical care.

Al tools are already leading
to hospital care savings and
they could amount to as much
as $900 billion by 2050, Morgan
Stanley said in a September re-
search note.

“Theidea of (artificial intel-
ligence) bot versusbot isintrin-
sically a situation where no
one’s going to win,” said Chris-
tinaSilcox, research director of
digital health at Duke-Margolis
Institute for Health Policy.

Several analysts, including
TD Cowen’s Ryan Langston
and Whit Mayo of Leerink
Partners, said insurers and hos-
pitals could save money by
using Al but they did not pro-
vide estimates.

New Delhi

Safesea Vishnu and the 50,155
dwt combined chemical and oil
tanker Zefyros.

Accordingto Lloyd’s List In-
telligence data, Safesea Vishnu
is beneficially owned by US-
based Safesea Group, while
Zefyros is beneficially
owned by Greece’s
George & Vassilis Mi-
chael family of com-
panies. Insurers are
willing to provide
coverage for ships op-
erating in the region, albeit with
heightened risk assessments
and potentially higher pre-
miums which have soared
multiple times. However, the
escalating threat environment
has led many shipowners and
charterers to delay voyages or
seek alternative routes.

According to Jones, with
the situation rapidly evolving,
it is important that in-depth,
real time security advice is
available. “The London Mar-
ket’s joint marine committees
are working with expert consul-
tants to provide underwriters
with the latest information. We
welcome any initiative to im-
prove the security situation,” he
said. “Elsewhere the London
company marketis also provid-
ing aviation cover to support
flights transporting people
away from the affected areas —

*BRIEFLY

| O

REUTERS FILE

both via existing flight routes
and new repatriation oper-
ations. With airspace opening
and closing, based on the as-
sessment of aviation author-
ities, insurers are working with
brokers, clients and third-party
expertsto closely monitor
changes in risk,” Jones
said.

Prior to the com-
mencement of the cur-
rent hostilities Iran and
the wider West Asia was
already an area of relative en-
hanced risk and insurance
coverage in place will reflect
this. IUA members are, how-
ever, continuing to provide
cover for clients affected by the
current hostilities in Iran across
a number of lines of business,
IUA said.

According to Lloyd’s List,
while the US hasrepeatedly re-
fused requests from the ship-
ping industry to provide naval
escorts since the Iranian con-
flict began on February 28, both
US and EU naval operations are
beingassessed. “Neither the US
nor EUplans are yet at the stage
of committing to adeployment
of assets, but, a basic naval es-
cort operation would need be-
tween eight to 10 destroyers to
protect convoys of 5to10 com-
mercial vesselsin each transit,”
it said.

Pacific
OnecHealthto
set up pan-India
micro hospital

network

New Delhi: Pacific Group’s
healthcare arm Pacific One-
Health has announced plan
toinvest Rs 300 crore by
2030 to open micro hospi-
tals across the country.

The firm said in a statement
on Thursday that it will es-
tablish a scalable network
of micro hospitals across
north, central, east,and
north-eastIndia. “Through
this Rs 300 crore invest-
ment, we are building a fi-
nancially sustainable micro
hospital network that
brings quality care closer to
patients, reduces avoidable
referrals, and strengthens
continuity of care — with-
out compromising on out-
comes,” said Saket Bansal,
founder, Pacific OneHealth
and executive director of
Pacific Malls Group. ENs

FSSAI tells milk
producers,
vendors to
compulsorily

register with it
New Delhi:Food regulator
FSSAl has made it manda-
tory for all milk producers,
except members of dairy
cooperative societies, and
milk vendors to obtainreg-

ationinsome parts of the
country. The Food Safety
and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) hasissued an
advisory to state food com-
missioners of all states and
Union Territories regarding
mandatory registration/
license by milk producers
(other than members of
dairy cooperative societies)
and milk vendors. i

CCIjunks case
alleging abuse of
mktdominance
by BookMyShow

New Delhi: The Competit-
ion Commission of India
(CCI) Thursday dismissed a
complaint against BookMy-
Show’s (BMS) arent Big Tree
Entertainment, which al-
leged abuse of dominant
positioninthe online movie
ticket market. The complai-
nant alleged that BMS en-
tered into exclusive arrang-
ements with cinema operat-
orsrestricting them from
associating with competing
online ticketing platforms.
This allegedly created a bar-
rier for new ticketing plat-
forms from competingin
the market and allegedly
enabled BMS toimpose un-
fair conditions on consum-
ers, including convenience
charges. After considering
the probe carried out by the
Director General, CCI defin-
ed the relevant market as
the ‘market for online inter-
mediation services for boo-

istration certificates from king movie ticketsin

itamid reports of adulter- India’.p1i
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GARUDA-AIRBUS  FLEXROTOR

DEAL: Garuda Aerospace has signed a
contract with Airbus Helicopters to acquire
up to 18 Airbus Flexrotor uncrewed aerial
systems. The drones will expand Garuda’s
global leasing portfolio and support
missions including infrastructure inspection,
disaster response, and surveillance, offering
long-endurance monitoring solutions for
industrial, defence, and public safety sectors.

TKMS—-VEM TORPEDO PARTNERSHIP: Thyssenkrupp Marine Systems (TKMS) signed a Teaming Agreement with
VEM Technologies Pvt. Ltd. to
develop a “Make-in-India”
heavyweight torpedo. The
partnership ~ will  support
production for the Indian Navy’s
submarine fleet and may lead to
a joint venture, enabling local
manufacturing through
technology transfer while
strengthening India’s defense
industry and export potential.

COURSERA-KARMAYOGI PARTNERSHIP: Coursera has partnered with the Government of India’s Mission Karmayogi
through the Integrated Government Online Training (iGOT) platform to deliver curated online courses for civil servants.
Offered via the iGOT Marketplace, the program supports role-based professional development and prepares officials for
modern governance challenges. The courses cover technology and data, infrastructure and sustainability, governance
and leadership, and public welfare. Leaders from Coursera and Karmayogi Bharat said the partnership will help equip
officials with digital, policy, and leadership skills while promoting continuous learning and strengthening India’s goal of
building a skilled, future-ready public administration under the vision of Viksit Bharat.

PNB celebrated International Women’s Day 2026
with a special event dedicated to recognising the
achievements, leadership, & contributions of
women. The event was graced by Chief Guests
Major Neelu Khanna & Dr. D Kansal in the presence
of PNB MD & CEO A Chandra, EDs-M.
Paramasivam along with senior officials &
employees of the Bank. The event featured a special
audio-visual presentation paying tribute to the
contributions of women, showcasing inspiring stories of resilience, leadership and impact. Encouraging the gathering,
A Chandra, MD & CEO, PNB emphasised the transformative role of both women and institutions in shaping society.

HONOURED: Dr Arpit Chopra Jain honoured &
appreciated by Nitin Gadkari Union Minister at New
Delhi, at the event he is also appreciated by Raksha
Khadse MoS, M/o Youth Affairs & Sports of India, by
Shahnawaz Hussain ji & Anupriya Patel ji Minister of
State for Health & Family Welfare of India. Dr Arpit
handover them sample copy of prepared Updated
version of his book of 3544 pages for reference on
Topic - "Vision of Impossible to Possible " Treatment of Incurable Diseases Like Cancer,Kidney
Failure,Coma,Surgical, Autoimmune, Lifestyle & Life Threatening Diseases by Homoeopathy.

BANK OF BARODA announced the launch of an exclusive premium savings account for women, the bob Women
Sapphire Savings Account. The account offers a host of health & wellness benefits including a Rs. 10 lakh cancer care
coverage plan, complimentary online doctor consultations for up to six family members & concessions on medicines &
pathology tests. Account holders will also receive a 50% first-year fee waiver in the form of reward points on the
BOBCARD Tiara Credit Card.

RAILTEL CORPORATION secured a Rs.155.20 cr contract from Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd for implementing a N-
UNMS to strengthen, monitoring & management of critical communication networks in the power sector. The N-UNMS is
a centralized platform designed to monitor, manage & optimise large - scale communication networks through a single
interface. The primary & backup network management centres will be established at Manesar & Nagpur, respectively. The
project will be executed over a period of 18 months, followed by seven years of AMC support.

NBCC projects were inaugurated and foundation
stones were laid by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for multiple residential and office infrastructure
developments under the redevelopment of 7
GPRA colonies in Delhi. Prior to the event, PM
Modi visited the Sarojini Nagar GPRA site with
Minister Manohar Lal (Housing & Urban Affairs
and Power) and Secretary Srinivas Katikithala.
NBCC women officers briefed him, and he met women shramjeevis. Dr. K.P Mahadevaswamy (CMD, NBCC),
Ravi Kumar Arora (Joint Secretary) & senior officers, including many women employees, attended the event. The
formal virtual inauguration from Burari, Delhi, occurred in the presence of Manohar Lal, LG Vinai Kumar Saxena,
CM Rekha Gupta, MoS Tokhan Sahu, & dignitaries. Approved by the Union Cabinet on July 5, 2016, the
programme by NBCC and CPWD aims for modern, sustainable housing and optimal land use.

IREDA celebrated International Women’s Day in
New Delhi with the theme “Give to Gain,” recognising
the contributions of women in the renewable energy
sector and encouraging them to lead the journey
towards sustainable development. The event was
graced was Ms. Anu Sethi, Director (HR), FEV India & a behavioural expert, as the Chief Guest. Pradip Kumar Das,
CMD, IREDA & Dr. Bijay Kumar Mohanty, Director (Finance), along with senior officials, attended the celebration.
In his address, CMD appreciated the contributions of women employees to IREDA's growth & highlighted the
importance of gender diversity in strengthening governance, corporate values & institutional performance.

SCOPE: Centered on the theme 'Give
to Gain,' SCOPE celebrated International
Women’s Day with an inspiring address
by Atul Sobti DG, SCOPE to the
organization’s female workforce. He
articulated that facilitating women the
right platforms, mentorship, and = =
equitable opportunities is a strategic investment that allows organizations to 'gain’ unparalleled leadership and
edge in the global scenario. He emphasized that by fostering an environment of mutual support and professional
empowerment, SCOPE is ensuring a future where gender parity drives organizational excellence. The session
was attended by women employees and senior officials of SCOPE.

DWCD: On the occasion of International Women’s Day and promoting the Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) initiative, an awareness programme was successfully
organized by the Mission Shakti Team, East District with the objective of spreading
awareness regarding the importance of girl child education, health, nutrition and
safety among community members. The programme was graced by the presence
of Dr. Rashmi Singh, Secretary, Department of Women & Child Development, Shri
Amol Srivastava, District Magistrate, East District, Ms. Durgesh Nandini, Deputy
Director (DD), Department of Women & Child Development, and Ms. Payal Moga,
Principal, Shaheed Rajguru College, whose presence encouraged the participants
and strengthened the message of women empowerment.The programme was §.
successfully coordinated under the guidance and leadership of Ms. Sadhana Singh, Dlstnct Officer, Fast District,
whose efforts played a significant role in the effective planning, coordination and successful implementation of
the event.

SJVN: Bhupender Gupta, chairman & MD, SJVN,
congratulated the team of NJHPS on achieving the
historic milestone of 150 BU of cumulative power
generation. To mark the occasion, the celebrations
were held at the Power House in the presence of
Bhupender Gupta & Ajay Kumar Sharma, Director
(Personnel). Besides, senior officials of SJVN were
also present on the occasion. Moreover, Bhupender
Gupta said, "It has emerged as a cornerstone of the
northern power grid, delivering dependable green energy and ensuring grid stability during peak demand
periods”. Ajay Kumar Sharma, lauded the efforts of all present & past employees associated with Nathpa Jhakri
Hydro Power Station.
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TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): This is a great day to make
travel plansor, infact, to travelif you can. You will also enjoy
studying, learning new things and exploring opportunities in

medicine, the law, publishing and the media. Basically, you
want to expand your world. Tonight: Do something different.

8 08

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Check out anything to do with
financial negotiations because you are in the driver’s seat.
You look competent in the eyes of authority figures, which
will help youin some way. Tonight: Check your finances.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Even though Venus is now at
the top of your chart creating favourable circumstancesin
your professional life. You will have to be accommodating
and be prepared to compromise. Romance with someone
older ora mentor figure might begin. Tonight: Cooperate.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Today you want tall. If you can
travel for pleasure and explore new places, this will delight
you. However, you're also prepared to work with vigour. You

might even do something to boost your health. You've got all
bases covered — go for it. Tonight: Work.

IR

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Gifts, goodies and favours from
others can come your way. Meanwhile, romance will be par-
ticularly passionate. Thisis a great day to socialise. Enjoy fun
activities with kids. Make time for pleasure and socialising
with others. Tonight: Enjoy the company of others.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): You can get alot done today be-
cause you have the energy. You will finish old business and
wrap up loose details. You will be particularly effective if you
are working from home. Tonight: Cocoon at home.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Thisis a great day for those
inanything to do with sports and entertainment. You feel
competitive and energetic. Furthermore, you will express
yourself with energy and clarity. People want to hear what
you have to say. Tonight: Energetic discussions.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You might buy some-
thing today, invest in real estate, or do something to secure
your home. It’s also a good day to tackle home repairs that
need attention. Be patient with family members to keep the
peace. Tonight: Check your belongings.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Communications with
others will get a boost, making them positive, enthusiastic
and proactive. This meansit’s a wonderful day for those of

you who sell, market, teach, act or write. Tonight: You are

incharge.

Enjoy privacy.

= 0

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB19): Quiet research done behind
the scenes might yield financial information that can benefit
your earnings. It also might help you wrap up old business.
Settle old bills or disputes. Your words are golden. Tonight:

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Enjoy the company of friends.
You have lots of energy to share and others want to be in
your company. It’s a particularly good day to discuss your

future goals with someone to get their feedback. Tonight:
Friendships are important.

NHB: The National Housing Bank's latest NHB RESIDEX shows rising
residential prices in 46 of 50 cities in Q3 FY 2025-26. The 50-city HPI
@ Assessment Prices rose 5.0% YoY, down from 7.2% last year.
India’s key markets saw rise in property prices like Bengaluru (12.7%)
and Chennai (8.2%); Gurugram hit 22.8% YoY. Four cities saw
declines, led by Raipur (-8.9%) QoQ, the index grew 1.8%, with

Gurugram (+4.5%) strongest.

ECORRES TECHNOLOGIES with more than two years of proven
success in customer communication management and enterprise
content management launched Ecorres.ai. This new Al innovation
hub serves as a marketplace for Al solutions across multiple domains,
building on the company's strong foundation in CCM/ECM consulting,
automation suites, and custom services. It empowers businesses to
accelerate digital transformation with tailored, enterprise-grade Al

offerings.

DELHI TOURISM is expanding curated Heritage Walks to promote
experiential & night tourism while boosting visitor stay length.
Recently, it organized a special walk for REC Ltd officials at Mehrauli
Archaeological Park and Qutub Minar. Participants praised the
immersive dive into Delhi’s history, architecture, and cultural legacy as

engaging and insightful.

PNB has launched Griha Vatika, a digital loan scheme aimed at
promoting sustainable living and community well-being. The initiative
encourages households to cultivate vegetables in urban spaces such
as rooftops, terraces, balconies, and courtyards, turning homes into
centers of nutrition & self-reliance. The scheme provides financial
support for organic inputs & modern cultivation infrastructure,
including hydroponic systems, vertical gardens, & drip irrigation Kits.

DAIKIN AIRCONDITIONING
announced the launch of its highly anticipated
2026 product lineup, marking a significant
leap in energy efficiency and smart climate
control. The new range includes a completely f ,.
revamped series of Room Air Conditioners
with the latest BEE 2026 Star Rating

INDIA |

-

standards. With a sharpened focus on 5-star inverter models, the
lineup introduces an array of new split ACs that blend ultra-quiet
operation, rapid cooling, and superior energy savings, seamlessly
aligned with updated BEE labelling norms.

NIFTEM-K
under the M/o
Food Process-
ing Industries,
signed an MoU
with the Univer-

1P

sity of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, to strengthen coIIaboratlon in Food
Science & Technology. The agreement was signed by Dr. H S Oberoi & Dr.
Baljit Singh in the presence of Scott Moe, Avinash Joshi, Secretary MoFP!

& D. Praveen, Jt Secy MoFPI.

BHARAT TAXI: Sahakar Taxi
Cooperative Ltd hosted the Holi
Milan Samaroh 2026 via its
Bharat Taxi Welfare Wing,
uniting the Sarathi community

EEG]
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' HOLIMILAN SAMAROH 2026
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to celebrate unity & cooperative values. The event hlghllghted
Sarathis' role in strengthening the cooperative. CEO Col. Himanshu
Sharma outlined plans to expand driver participation, enhance
livelihoods, & build a sustainable mobility model. Bharat Taxi also
launched a new Driver Incentive Programme to boost earnings,
service standards, and long-term engagement.
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Covid vaccine side
etfects: Why SC
ordered ‘no-fault’
compensation

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, March 12

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday directed the Centre to
formulate a “no-fault” compensation policy for individ-
uals who suffered serious adverse effects or died after re-
ceiving Covid vaccines. The court ruled that families
should not be forced to prove negligence in civil courts to
claim relief for vaccine-related injuries. Instead, it held
that the State’s constitutional obligation to protect pub-
lic health extends to providing a structured compensa-
tion mechanism for those who suffered grave outcomes
during a State-led vaccination drive.

Vaccine complications

The court was hearing a batch of petitions led by
people who lost their children or spouses — all aged be-
tween 18 and 40 years — to rare complications, such as
blood clotting disorders, shortly after receiving the Cov-
ishield and Covaxin vaccines in 2021. The petitioners ar-
gued that the government failed to ensure informed con-
sent and transparently communicate the risks
associated with the vaccines. According to them, the vac-
cination drive, while officially voluntary, was effectively
made mandatory through various administrative restric-
tions on unvaccinated individuals, thereby violating
their fundamental rights.

The Union government argued that the vaccines
underwent rigorous regulatory approvals and that the
existing system for detecting Adverse Events Following
Immunisation (AEFI) was robust. It maintained that vac-
cine-related deaths were extremely rare, citing a repor-
ting rate of just 0.001 per
onelakh dosesinIndia for
certain clotting disorders.
It contended that
aggrieved familieshad a
legal remedy: they could
approach civil or
consumer courts to claim
damages for negligence or
malfeasance against vac-
cine manufacturers.

The Bench rejected the
government’s suggestion
tolet families approach
lower courtsindividually. It said vaccine injury claimsin-
volve complex scientific attribution. Insisting on proof of
negligence, the Bench noted, “would impose an onerous
burden upon affected families and would not be the best
solution to those left affected.” Forcing citizensinto a
multiplicity ofindividual legal battles would also risk in-
consistent outcomes and unequal access to relief, which
undermines the guarantee of equality under the Constitu-
tion’s Article 14, it held.

‘No-fault liability’ and right to health

To resolve this, the court invoked the legal principle of
“no-faultliability”, which means that a victim or their
family can receive financial relief without having to prove
that the injury was caused by someone’s negligence or in-
tentional wrongdoing. The court noted that this principle
isalready recognised in Indian law, such as in motor ve-
hicle accidents, and is a standard feature of vaccine injury
schemes in Australia, the UK and Japan.

Thejudgment relied on Article 21, which guarantees
theright tolife, including the right to health. The court
stated that the Constitution “does not conceive of the
State as a distant spectator to human suffering, but asan
active guardian of welfare and dignity.” It ruled that
since the mass vaccination programme was a State-led
public health intervention, the State bears a positive ob-
ligation to support those who suffered grave outcomes,
“no matter how rare they are.”

The court clarified that it was not sitting in scientific
review of the vaccines. It referred toits 2022 judgement in
Jacob Puliyelvs Union of India,in which it had upheld the
legality of the vaccine approval process and the AEFI
mechanisms while ruling that bodily integrity is protected
under Article 21 and no individual can be forcefully vacci-
nated. Relying on the ruling, the court refused tosetupa
separate expert medical board to investigate the deaths.

VACCINES NOT
UNDERLENS

® The court clarified that the
compensation policy should not
be construed as an admission of
liability or fault by government.

® The court also clarified that it
was not sitting in scientific re-
view of the vaccines.

EXPERT EXPLAINS
AJAY SINGH

AN ENERGY AND SHIPPING INDUSTRY
EXECUTIVE BASED IN TOKYO

BEFORE THE war in West Asia, a fifth of
the world’s oil and gas demand passed
through the Strait of Hormuz. Two weeks
on, that flow has slowed to a trickle, with
the International Energy Agency flagging
the “the largest supply disruption in the
history of the global oil market”.

Considering the importance of the
strait, a solution will have to be found soon,
even if at a high cost, said Ajay Singh, an
energy expert and shipping industry
executive based in Tokyo. None of the
world’s major economies can tolerate anin-
definite closure of the passage, he told Anil
Sasi in an interview. Edited excerpts:

The oil price has fluctuated wildly,
between $70-120 a barrel during the
past two weeks, and shot up again
despite the IEA announcing release
of oil from strategic reserves. Why
such extreme volatility?

Two weeks into the war, Iran’s govern-
menthasremained viable despite theloss of
itsleader, hastaken the war to several coun-
tries across the region and has succeeded in
choking off a fifth of the world’s flow of oil
and gas. The visuals on TV of burning oil
tankers and so on are quite dramatic. The oil
markets are alarmed that the war could be a
protracted one and hyper-sensitive toevery
development, positive and negative.

The IEA’s move to assuage markets by
releasing oil from reserves is understand-
able but it was a moot point whether that
would help at this stage. The markets are
reacting out of fear more than any evalu-
ation of supply and demand.

The major consuming economies have
sufficient reserves to last several weeks —
in addition to the IEA’s reserves, itself suf-
ficient to cater for close to two months’ dis-
ruption of Persian Gulf supply, major coun-
tries have their own stocks. China is
believed to maintain over 100 days’ worth
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of consumption, Japan over 250 days’
worth, the EU 90 days’ worth of imports
and India 74 days’ worth.

Actually, the position of natural gas re-
serves should perhaps be of greater im-
mediate concern, but is receiving less at-
tention. European gas reserves are at
typically low winter-end levels, and their
refilling for the next season — already im-
paired by reduced Russian supplies — is
hampered by loss of Qatari and Emirati
LNG supply. While China and Japan main-
tain substantial strategic LNG reservesasa
matter of policy, it is not clear what the ac-
tual position at Indian LNG terminals is.

Spot LNG prices have shot up above $15/
MMBtu (Metric Million British Thermal
Unit) in Asia and Europe, an over 50% in-
crease in two weeks.

Iran has succeeded in blocking the
Strait of Hormuz despite the
overwhelming military superiority
of the US. What is the likely course of
the conflict now?

We do not know what the US and Israel
had planned and I am certainly not a mili-
tary expert, but the maxim of Field Marshal
von Moltke the Elder comes to mind, that
“no plan of war provides certainty beyond
the first encounter with the enemy.”

Uncertainty is inherent in the very na-
ture of war, and the weaker power can take
to unconventional means as Iran, using
drones and the geography of the Strait of
Hormuz, isdoing. It has weaponised the oil
price which it hopes will lead to politically
damaging economic distress in the US.

IRAN

Strait of

OMAN Hormuz

Arabian Sea

Choppy
waters

None of the
major economies
of the world can
tolerate an
indefinite closure
of the Strait of
Hormuz.

Nations may
need to get
together to

dispatch their
merchant fleets
escorted by their
navies to the

Gulf, even as

peace efforts

continue.

An LPG tanker anchored off Oman, near the Strait of Hormuz, on Wednesday. ReuTers

Inasense, this war started in June 2025
when Israel found it possible to strike Ira-
nian nuclear installations. Having now
started the war, itisunlikely that Israel and
the US will stop until their basic aim — of
permanently neutralising Iran as a serious
military threat —is achieved. The survival
or otherwise of the regime is of less conse-
quence to them than the destruction of its
capability to wage war. They will continue
to degrade Iran’s long-range missile and
drone capability which, as of now, is far
from being achieved. A sufficiently large
number of drones are hitting targets on
land and at sea to cause chaos, despite a
majority reportedly being shot down.

The best-case scenario is that the two
sides come to terms whereby Iran changes
its policies vis-a-vis the US and Israel to-
ward co-existence and economic cooper-
ation. The worst-case scenario is that the
war has no clear result, drags on beyond
early April, adequate anti-drone defence
cannot be assured and a defiant Iran, even
if much enfeebled or politically frag-
mented, continues to harass shipping, oil
and gas production, and life across the re-
gion. That would be a tragic prospect if it
comes to pass, in a vitally sensitive part of
the world, serving neither the long-suffer-
ing people of Iran nor the world at large.

The US and Israel have not attacked
Iran’s main oil export facility at
KhargIsland. What explains that?
You raise a significant point — one that
isa cause for hope. No major Iranian oil and
gasproduction, refining or export facility has

thusfarbeen attacked [three depotsand one
refinery near Tehran have been hit]. Ibelieve
itisadeliberate measure in the interest of sta-
bilisingoil price.Itis partlyasignaltoIranto
reciprocate by refraining from attacking
other countries’ facilities — which it has so
far rebuffed. It is partly also a measure to
keep the Iranian people on side in the days
after the war, asIran’s ability to produce and
export oil and gas will be the foundation on
which its economy can be revived.

Can shipping through the Strait of
Hormuzbe resumed even if the war
continues?

Considering the importance of the strait
to the world economy, a solution will
simply have to be found even if, unfortu-
nately, at high cost. None of the major econ-
omies of the world can tolerate an indefi-
nite closure of the strait.

A need may arise for nations to get to-
gethertodispatch their merchant fleets es-
corted by their navies to the Gulf, even as
diplomatic efforts toward peace continue.
The real test will be passage of ships
through the Strait relatively unmolested,
under naval escort or otherwise. Anti-
drone technology — both aerial and under-
water — which is still nascent, would have
to be adapted and deployed on merchant
and war ships on a large scale.

Much hasbeen said about the difficulty
of finding insurance cover and its cost.In a
situation where the stakes are high, sover-
eign states may have to step in toindemnify
parties notjust against loss of life and assets,
but also against environmental damage.

China’s ‘border defence’ villages and the challenges they pose

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, March 12

CHINA HAS constructed 72% of its 628
Xiaokang, or “well-off villages,” near the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in northeastern
states, with 90% in Arunachal Pradesh.

The details were revealed on Tuesday by
Deputy Chief of the Army Staff (Strategy),
Lieutenant General Rajiv Ghai. He added
that many of these settlements are in areas
contested between the two countries.

“..Not to mention the Xiaokang project
of about 600 odd villages across the north-
ern borders. But more importantly, almost
72% of these 628 villages are across the
northeastern states. That translates to about
450, and out of these, almost 90% are oppo-
site the state of Arunachal Pradesh. No
marks for guessing why that is so,” he said.

“These border settlements, villages are
definitely a challenge. They’re coming up
veryrapidly. And many of these are in areas
that are contested,” he said.

Thevillages

China has been constructing 628 such

Xiaokangor “well-off villages” along India’s
borderswith the Tibet Autonomous Region
for over five years now. These have been con-
structed allalongthe LAC, includingthe La-
dakh and Arunachal Pradesh borders.

The structures include mostly double-
storey, large and spacious buildings. The con-
struction for most of these planned villages
has already been completed, as per officials.

The exact purposes of these villages have
remained unclear, but they were understood
to be dual-use — civil and military — and
have thusbeen a concern fromadefence per-
spective. The strategic community looks at
it asa way to assert Chinese claims over cer-
tain areas alongthe LAC.

The extent of the LAChasbeen a source
of contention between the two countries for
years. India considersittobe 3488 kmlong,
while China says it is around 2,000 km.

Arethey occupied?

While China had been constructing
them aggressively since 2019, they remained
vacant for a long time. However, since late
2023, Chinese nationals have started oc-
cupyingseveral of these villages particularly

‘Xiaokang’
villages

® Chinahas been
constructing 628
such Xiaokang or
‘well-off villages’
along India’s borders
withthe Tibet Auton-
omous Region for
over five years now.

® Almost 72% of
these 628 villages
are located across
India’s northeastern
states. And out of
these, almost 90%
are opposite Arun-
achal Pradesh.

across from Lohit Valley and the Tawang
sector of Arunachal Pradesh. Chinahasalso
been constructing infrastructure, including
border villages, in Bhutanese territory.

Law concerning thesevillages

A new law on China’s land borders was
brought into effect from January 1, 2022.
The law was passed in 2021 by the Standing
Committee of China’s National People’s
Congress, for the “protection and exploita-
tion of the country’s land border areas”.

China’s official news agency Xinhua
stated: “The law also stipulates that the state
shall take measures to strengthen border de-
fense, support economic and social devel-
opment as well as opening-up in border
areas, improve public services and infra-
structure in such areas, encourage and sup-
port people’s life and work there, and pro-
mote coordination between border defense
and social, economic development in
border areas”. Thus, this border law covers
the border defence villages programme.

India’s response
TheIndian government announced the

Vibrant Villages Programme in 2022 to de-
velopitsborder villages into modern villages
with allamenities and as tourist attractions.
The programme builds on the existing
Border Area Development Programme
under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs.
Under the programme, India plans tode-
velop 663bordervillagesinto modern villages
in the first phase. Of them, at least 17 such
border villages along the borders with China
in Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh, have been se-
lected for development as a pilot project.

Infrastructure push

China has been constantly building in-
frastructure all along the LAC, including
near Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang region
and the Siang Valley. This includes new
roads and bridges.

India hasalso focused on strengthening
itsborder infrastructure and improving for-
ward connectivity with the construction of
newroads, bridges, and helipads. There has
alsobeen apushtodevelop alternate routes
tothe LAC and improve inter-valley connec-
tivity in the northeast.

® GEOPOLITICS

Yashee
New Delhi, March 12

PAKISTAN IS caught between two con-
flicts. To its west in Afghanistan, relations
with one-time protegee the Taliban have
nosedived to an “all-out war”. To its south-
west, the Iran war rages, affecting Saudi
Arabia, with whom Pakistan has a mutual
defence pact.

The Iran war has driven up prices of pet-
rol and diesel by Pakistani rupee 55 per litre.
With this new strain on a shaky economy,
continuingits military operationsin Afghan-
istan and potentiallylaunchinganewoneto
help Saudi Arabia makes little fiscal sense,
especially at a time International Monetary
Fund (IMF) officials are on a review visit
linked to a $7-billion bailout package.

Also, both conflicts can worsen Pakis-
tan’s internal security situation — the Bal-
ochistan insurgency could get aboost from
the Iran war, while the terrorist group
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (T'TP) can retali-
ate for Afghanistan. Already, more than 20
people have been killed in protests against
the Kkilling of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, re-

vered by Shias across Pakistan.

InIran, much at risk

Pakistan can’t risk its newly warm ties
with US President Donald Trump, but its
relationship with Iran is valuable too. Thus,
Islamabad condemned the first attack on
Iran, but did not name the attacker. PM
Shehbaz Sharif has congratulated Mojtaba
Khamenei for succeedding his father and
condoled the Ayatollah’s death, while also
expressing solidarity with the Gulf coun-
tries Iran has attacked.

Among these countries, the most im-
portant for Islamabad is Saudi Arabia, its
longtime benefactor. In September last
year, the two countries signed a pact that
aggression against either would be treated
asaggression against both. Last week, Pak-
istan’s Field Marshal, Asim Munir, went to
Riyadh to meet the Saudi defence minister.
In a statement released after this meeting,
Pakistan army's media wing hoped that
“brotherly country Iran would manifest
prudence and sagacity”, sidestepping any
direct condemnation.

Eleven years ago, Pakistan had refused

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif and Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman after
signing the defence pact in September.

the Saudi request tojoin amilitary coalition
in Yemen. It was not bound by a formal de-
fence deal then. Today, if the war worsens
for Saudi Arabia, the world will be watching
how Pakistan honours its pact.

With Iran, Pakistan’s ties are complex.

The Shia-Sunni divide is one factor, Pakis-
tan’s attempts tostay in the US's good books
isanother. Both share a900-kmborder, on
either side of which — Balochistan in Pak-
istan, Sistan and Baluchestan in Iran — a
Baloch insurgency is simmering. In 2024,
Iran struck inside Pakistan’s borders and
Pakistan hit back, both claiming to target
militant hideouts. Since then, there had
been some movement to improve ties.

Butadefeated or weakened Iranisnotin
Islamabad’sinterest. If Iran cannot police its
border, Baloch militants will be emboldened.
Islamabad also wouldn’t want an Israel-ap-
proved puppet leadership next door. Also,
Balochistan depends heavily on trade and
supplies from across the Iran border, while
millions of Pakistanis working in Iran and
the Gulf countries send home remittances.

Add to this the fact that almost all the
countries that could have mediated in its
war with Afghanistan are now too busy
with a war of their own.

However, while it is in a tight spot, Pak-
istan is still the country that can talk to all
parties in this conflict. Ali K Chishti, a de-
fence and security expert from Pakistan,

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

claimed, “Pakistan does face a policy cul-de-
sacoverthelranissue. However, it hasused
this opportunity toleverage itstieswith Iran
proactively, because of which Iran has not
targeted Saudi Arabia as viciously as other
countries. So that’s a win for Pakistan.”

Domestically, could goingto Saudi Ara-
bia'said in awar started by the US and Israel
ignite tensions?

Asad ur Rehman, assistant professor at
Karachi’s Habib University, said the State
might have a facesaver. “If Pakistan is forced
into war on behalf of Saudi Arabia, there is
some leverage, as it can be presented as an
effort to safeguard the holy places [Mecca
and Medina, both in Saudi Arabia].”

Clashwith Afghanistan

Thebone of contention hereisthe TTP,
also called the Pakistan Taliban. The TTP
originally had an Islamic jihad-based nar-
rative, where it wanted Pakistan run as an
emirate following a strict interpretation of
the Quran. Butincreasingly, it has co-opted
many long-standing local grievances of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Pashtun popula-
tion. The TTP is lethal, responsible for

New Delhi

Caught between Afghanistan and Iran wars, Pakistan faces tough choices

thousands of deathsin terror attacksin the
past few years alone. After numerous at-
tempts to crack down on the TTP failed,
Pakistan on February 27 started abombing
campaign in Afghanistan, with the other
side retaliating.

“Out of sheer frustration, Pakistan has
decided to up the ante with Afghanistan.
However, this may go nowhere. Afghanis-
tan is adept in non-conventional warfare,
and has enormous capacity to take punish-
ment. The conflict could be prolonged,”
TCA Raghavan, India’s former High Com-
missioner to Pakistan said.

Kabul has so far shown no sign of back-
ingdown. Why then is Pakistan continuing
with the costly war? Chishti said: “Pakistan
has a two-pronged policy in this campaign.
First is to create a buffer zone within
Afghanistan’s borders around the areas
where the TTP operates, since the Taliban
government is unable to control the TTP.
Second is to raise the costs for the Taliban
regime, as part of a punitive deterrence pol-
icy. Also, an added objective is to destroy
leftover US weapons, so as to deplete the
Afghan Taliban’s capacity.”
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Valverde:

Madrid captain
scores stunning
hat-trick as they
humble Man City
3-Oinfirstleg

Associated Press
Madprid, March 12

EVEN WITHOUT a host of Ga-
lacticos, Real Madrid was far
too strong for Manchester City
inthelatest Champions League
clash of these titans.

A 3-0 win at the Bernabeu
on Wednesday put Madrid in
control of this round-of-16 tie at
the halfway mark after a stun-
ning first-half hat trick by Fe-
derico Valverde. The Uruguay
international took on the re-
sponsibility of inspiring the rec-
ord 15-time champion in the
absence of injured stars Kylian
Mbappe, Jude Bellingham and
Rodrygo. "We are Real Madrid
and you should never consider
us dead," Madrid coach Alvaro
Arbeloa said.

The victory could have been
even more commanding, but
Vinicius Junior's casually taken
second-half penalty was saved
by Gianluigi Donnarumma.

Defending champion Paris
Saint-Germain beat Chelsea 5-
2and tiny Bodg/Glimtisalsoin
sight of the quarterfinals aftera
3-0 win over Sporting Lisbon.

Arsenal drew 1-1 with Bayer
Leverkusen.

By fulltime at arocking Ber-
nabeu, the only comfort City
could cling to was the fact that
it could have been so much
Wworse.

When Vinicius stood over
the ball on the penalty spot
shortly before the hour mark,
he looked certain add to the
lead. But the Brazil forward
skipped in his run-up and hita
weak side-footed effort that
Donnarumma pushed away.

It will still take a massive
turnaround to see City advance
after being outclassed by Mad-
rid. Valverde's hat trick fea-
tured three outstanding goals.

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
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22 minutes, 3 goals

Real Madrid captain Federico Valverde scored the first hat-trick of his career during the Round of 16 first leg against Manchester City. A

20th MIN: O'Reilly misjudges a long Courtois
pass. Valverde traps and takes off. Donna-
rumma comes to the edge of his box but Val-
verde goes around the keeper on the right and
rollsitinto the empty netfromatight angle.

27th MIN: Vinicius Jr nipsin from the left. His
pass infield deflects off Dias and into the path
of Valverde, who strides into the box down the
inside left and lashes a low drive across
Donnarumma and into the bottom right.

42nd MIN: Diaz wedges a delicate pass into
the City box down the inside-right channel.
Valverde meets the dropping ball, cushioning
asoft volley over Guehi’s head, then slotting it
into the bottom left.

The pick of the lot was his third
when he flicked the ball over
the head of City defender Marc
Guehi before volleying home.

TV cameras caught Belling-
ham watching in the stadium
with his mouth wide open in
awe of the move.

City manager Pep Guardiola
will likely be worrying that his-
tory is set to repeat itself after
his team was eliminated at the
hands of Madrid in each of the
last two seasons.

"Our game wasnotasbad as
thisresult," Guardiolasaid. "I'm
not someone to say we are

Results (Firstleg)

"Bayer 1 ' Arsenal 1
' Real Madrid 3 Man City O
'PSG5 Chelsea2
: Bodg/Glimt 3 Sporting 0 |

going to turn it round, but we
will try." PSG takes control
against Chelsea

After losing to Chelsea in
the final of the Club World Cup
last year, PSG got some re-
venge. A three-goal advantage

after the first leg saw Luis En-
rique's team take a big step to-
ward the last eight.

Bodo/Glimt win

Bodg/Glimt's fairytale run
just keeps on going.

Manchester City, Atletico
Madrid and Inter Milan have
been leftin the tiny Norwegian
club's wake. Now Sporting Lis-
bon's Champions League
hopes are hanging by a thread.

Bodg/Glimt - located north
of the Arctic Circle and farther
north than any team in Cham-
pions League history - took full

advantage of playing the first
leg at home and led 2-0 at half-
time through Sondre Fet's pen-
alty and Ole Blomberg's goal
just before the break.

Kasper Hogh scored in the
71st to put histeam on the brink
of the next round.

Kai Havertz returned to
haunt Bayer Leverkusen and
seal alate draw for Arsenal.

The Germany international
struck an 89th-minute penalty
against the team where he
started his career and leveled
the round-of-16 first leg tie at
BayArena.

Sunrisers Leeds sign Pak spinner Abrar in The Hundred

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 12

AFTER MUCH speculation
about the stance of The
Hundred teams
owned by IPL
franchises about
bidding for Pak-
istani players in
the auction,
Sunrisers Leeds
not only bid for leg-spinner
Abrar Ahmed (inpic) butalso
acquired his services for
190,000 pounds (approxi-
mately Rs 2.3 crore).

There had been reports ear-
lier that the teams bought by
IPL franchise owners would not

be bidding for Pakistani
players, and developments in
the early part of Thursday's
auction seemed to follow the
script. Mystery spinner Usman
Tariq, known for the angular
approach and the long pause
before delivery, was the only
player from his country to find
any takers. Birmingham Phoe-
nix got him for 140,000 pounds
after a brief tussle with Trent
Rockets. Neither of these fran-
chises has any IPL-owner in-
volvement.

Other Pakistani players
whose names came up for bid-
ding - Saim Ayub, Haris Rauf
and Shadab Khan - found no
takers.

But that changed when
Abrar's name came up. He en-
tered the auction at abase price
of 75,000 pounds and Sunrisers
Leeds co-owner and CEO
Kavya Maran promptly raised
the paddle. They were chal-
lenged by Trent Rockets as the
bidding soon crossed the
100,000 pound mark. As the
contest touched the 150k
threshold, there was some dis-
cussion between Kavya and
head coach Daniel Vettori, be-
fore they decided to go further.
Trent Rockets eventually opted
out and Abrar became a Sun-
risers Leeds player for 190Kk.

The team is led by Harry
Brook and also has players such

as Brydon Carse, Mitchell
Marsh and Nathan Ellis. Sun-
risers Leeds also scooped up
South Africa's Ryan Rickelton,
England's Zak Crawley, Matt
Potts and Dan Lawrence in the
early going.

There has been no Pakistani
player in the IPL since 2009 and
IPL team owners who have
bought franchises in domestic
leagues around the world gen-
erally don't go for cricketers
from that country.

However, the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB) and
the eight franchises in The
Hundred had released a state-
ment last month saying that
the selection would be based

entirely on 'cricketing perform-
ance, availability, and the needs
ofeach team'.

There were 13 Pakistani
playersinthe auction and nine
cricketers from that country
have featured init over the first
five seasons.

However, no Pakistan
player found takers in the auc-
tion for the women's competi-
tion of The Hundred on Wed-
nesday. In fact, no Pakistani
woman player has ever been a
part of the event.

The 2026 edition of the tour-
nament will be held from July
21to August 16, and will feature
34 men'sand as many women's
matches.

e FIH WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS

India’s next hockey star rises from boxing hub Bhiwani

Vinayakk Mohanarangan
New Delhi, March 12

BHIWANI IN Haryana is syn-
onymous with boxing, but in
the current Indian women's
team, a youngster from the re-
gion is starting to make her
mark in hockey. Ishika, 18, is
one of the newcomers in head
coach Sjoerd Marijne's squad at
the FIH Hockey World Cup
Qualifiers in Hyderabad and
scored on her senior debut
against Uruguay on Sunday. On
his return to the helm, the
Dutchman has a serious re-
buildingjobahead ofhim asIn-
dia's fortunes have plunged in-
ternationally over the past year,
and the 18-year-old forward is
one of the youngsters he has
turned to.

Ishika's journey began
when her family was in Shaha-
bad, that famous Haryana
hockey nursery that has pro-
duced many a superstar for the
Indian team. "My father used to
coach there. WhenIwasyoung,
I went with my father and
watched seniors play. After
that, my father got transferred
toBhiwani, and I started taking
it seriously when I was in Class

V1," Ishika tells The Indian Ex-

press. "Thereweren't many girls
playing hockey in Bhiwani who
I could train with. So, I used to
play along with boys and my
elder brother. My father has
been my coach since the start of
my journey till I made it to the
camps."

Her father, Virender Kumar,
60, is a hockey tragic; he still
plays too, representing Ha-
ryana at the 2025 Masters Cup
in Chennai - Hockey India's
tournament for players aged
above 40. "At 60, I might have
been the oldest player there," he
says, adding that he played at
the Inter University level dur-
ing his younger days. But it
wasn't a case of wanting to live
his dreams through his
daughter; that part just came
naturally.

As Ishika puts it, "I think
hockey was just built into my
genes, I think. I never wanted to
play any other game."

"She just started playing
hockey for entertainment. She
used to finish her homework
and come with me to the sta-
dium, and I gave her a small
stick and assigned a few tasks.
Then very soon, her ball control

Ishika with her father and coach
Virender Kumar. express

started getting really good. She
started getting serious, would
practice long hours on Sundays
too, and that way, I too never
took a day off. Her drive to play
came from within her. I knew
then she would become a good
player," Virender says.
Virender, whois now retired
from his job as a government-
appointed hockey coach, con-
tinues to train kids in Bhiwani
but concedes that it is no
Shahbad or Sonepat, where Ha-
ryana's most well-known
names have come from. "Bhi-

wani has had a boxing center
for many years. But it is not
exactly known for hockey.
There is an astroturf for sure
(Bhim Stadium), but the kids
who come from the village are
not regular. If you get 30-40
kids of the same age group,
then they can have the same
level of training. We just have a
couple of 8-year-olds and 12-
year-olds, five 19-year-olds, ten
20-year-olds. We don't get the
right group," he says.

Harry Potter fan

Ishika is a self-confessed
Potterhead, spends her free
time reading books — The Al-
chemist is her favourite, but not
Harry Potter, as she is a fan of
just the movies — and is a huge
fan of Cristiano Ronaldo. "I
don't watch a lot of Bollywood
movies. I used to watch a lot of
animated movies, but Harry
Potter is my favourite. T have all
parts watched multiple times,"
she says.

"Every timeIgo home,it'sa
good feeling to sit down with
my mother and brother, re-
watching those movies. While
in school, it was just about
studies and hockey, but since

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

coming to the camps, I picked
up the reading habit, too."

On early evidence, Ishika
hasthat spark, asillustrated by
her first goal - receiving a first-
touch pass from another teen-
ager, Sakshi Rana and sweep-
ing it past a crowded defence.

It was a fitting moment as
Ishika and Sakshi share a
special bond off the field too,
both hailing from Haryanaand
playing together in the Junior
World Cuptogetherlast year.In
fact, on the day the squad for
the World Cup qualifiers was
announced, Ishika was a
bundle of nerves and couldn't
bring herselfto look at the list .
It was Sakshi who conveyed the
message to her.

"Sakshi and I have a good
bonding, have known each
other a long time. We always
talk about taking up spaces on
the pitch, pre-scan and be
ready for the next move. So, she
saw me, and as soon as she hit
the one-touch pass, my on-the-
floor slap shot was good. To
score my first goal for India on
debut, with my long-time
friend supplying the pass, was
avery special moment for me,"
Ishika says.

THE STORY BEHIND THE VIRAL WRESTLING MOMENT

My videos are everywhere now, | can’t even keep

up with Instagram anymore, I’m all over the feed
BOZIGIT ISLAMGEREEV, RUSSIAN WRESTLER

I-SOZIGIT ISLAMGEREEV somer-
saults over bent back of his
opponent, Rakhim Magamadov.

ISLAMGEREEV, trailing 5-8 with

just 7 seconds left, goes fora
waist lock.

THE RUSSIAN lands on his feet,
changing his axis, while begin-
ning to uproot Magamadov.

ISLAMGEREEV USES all his
strength to lift Magamadov off his
feet for a takedown.

MAGAMADOV, THE French
wrestler, is left defending a pinin
the throwdown.

THEFOUR-POINTER is
complete as Islamgereev flips
him to complete a win.

Russian springs a surprise with
a stunning Flying Squirrel move

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, March 12

ONE MOMENT, wrestler Rak-
him Magamadov saw his oppo-
nent flying over him, and the
next instant, Bozigit Islam-
gereev had disappeared from
his sight, though a heavy load
(~86 kg) was dragging him
down by the waist lock.

Magamadov's eyes regis-
tered the shock of the heavy-
weight ghost somersaulting
over his shoulder. His flailing
hands, left clasping at thin air,
told the entire story. Unless
someone had eyes on the back
of their head, they were com-
pletely blindsided and not in
any control in the next few sec-
onds, as Magamadov was taken
down by the acrobatic rival for
4 full points.

The move was called Flying
Squirrel by Americans, but the
Russian made it an Insta sensa-
tion on Tuesday. The moment
from the U23 European Wres-
tling Championships hassince
gone viral, transcending wres-
tling fandoms even.

Just like American junior
wrestler Ellis Coleman back in
2011, Russian Islamgereev was
trailing 5-8 with just 7 seconds
left, against Magamadov of
France in the semifinals of the
competition in Zrenjanin, Ser-
bia. Years of losses and frustra-
tion in American high school
wrestling had pushed Cole-
man, raised in rough Chicago
back alleys, to devise a highly
risky move that he deployed at
the World Juniorsin Bucharest,
Romania. Hetookit all the way
to the Olympics.

In its 2026 iteration, the
Russian from Dagestan's Kos-
tek village had brought out the
flying inverted back-hold, the
quick hip-snap to flip the axis
from head-down to landing
feet first, whilelifting an unbal-
anced Magamadov into an in-
voluntary arch that buckled for
a 4-pointer takedown. 6-8 be-
came 10-8.

The move that's Greco-
Roman-coded in style, cracked
up hisusually stern and sombre
coach.

"I think it was the first time
in my life I saw him that joyful.
Ilooked at him and he was so
happy, literally jumping,” the
Russian told The Indian Ex-
press viaa UWW writer on the
spot in Serbia.

Bozigit Islamgereev celebrates
after the dramatic win. uww

"Everyone was shocked. My
videos are everywhere now, I
can’t even keep up with Insta-
gram anymore, I'm all over the
feed," Islamgereev said.

Instinctive move

The Russian stressed the
skill to execute it didn't start as
adrill. “Sometimesin training,
I played around and tried
somethinglike that. But foritto
worKk like this in competition -
this was the first time. This
move...Idon’teven know what
to call it. Honestly, there’s no
name for it, it just came up nat-
urally.Iwould like to name this
move after my coach - the
'Asker Yusupov move.'"”

The lead-up to the absolute
Houdini-meets-Hercules move
was typically downbeat and a
scratchy start, brought this
on."At the beginning of the
match, things weren’t going my
way. I made a lot of mistakes.
There were literally only a few
seconds left, probably around
10seconds, whenIpushed him
out. Then there were about 7
seconds remaining,” he re-
called the pre-ambush.

When the grapplers
knocked heads again, Islam-
gereev knew hejust couldn't get
to the Frenchman's elusive
anklestoinitiate alegattack. “I
couldn’t get to hislegs at all. I
thought to myself that since I
couldn’t attack from below, I
would try from above. So I
jumped. It just happened that
way. I caught him really well,
and he also turned a bit, and I
managed to catch him at that
moment and score four points.

It was very unexpected, but
very pleasant. I'm happy that
God gave me this,” he said.

In trying to defend stoutly,
Magamadov was too low, giv-
ing the Russian the brainwave
to somersault.

“He was standing very low
and I couldn’t make a leg at-
tack. In the end, there were
only a couple of seconds left,
there was no time to think too
much. In that moment, you
either take the risk or end up
with nothing. I took the riskand
went from above. That’s how it
happened, I jumped. And that
was it,” he explains.

Nothingtolose

Of course, the move
could've flopped had he not
locked the hands around per-
fectly when launching that
spinning cartwheel.

A near imperceptible move
at the start will show Islam-
gereev going for a freestyle
feint, before launching the
somersault move (daanv). “The
main thing s first to fake an at-
tack to the legs and trick him.
As soon as he leans down, you
need to jump upward so he
can’t catch your legs. Then you
have to be careful, you need to
land on both feet so you can lift
him and score four points," the
Russian described.

Till his 9th grade in Kostek
village finishing school, Islam-
gereev trained with talented
peers from Dagestan, literally
the wrestling capital of the
world. After that, he moved
north to Khanty-Mansiysk.
“T've been living, training, and
studying there since 2020,” he
says.

Though a gloss of the com-
edic and contrived covers all
WWE pro wrestling, moves
similar to this are seen in those
rings. At a formal amateur
event, however, the predomi-
nantly ground-wrestler spiced
up freestyle with a Greco gig.

Islamgereev has alsoshown
what Russian wrestling -
shunted out from the Olympics
- brings to sport: alot of raw tal-
ent and flair.

For Islamgereev, it was his
only way toreach the finals. “Of
course, this is a lesson for me
that you should never give up.
Evenwithjustafewsecondsre-
maining, even when you need
four points, you can still come
back and doit,” he ended.

Hungary visa applications with forged
WF1 letter raise ‘trafficking’ fears

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, March 12

ASUSPECTED human traffick-
ing attempt has come to light
after individuals posing as In-
dian wrestlers sought visas
from the Hungarian Embassy
in New Delhi for a purported
competition in Budapest,
prompting the Wrestling Fed-
eration of India (WFI) to clarify
that the documents submitted
by them were fake.

The embassy sought verifi-
cation from WFI on Thursday
after receiving visa applications
supported by a recommenda-
tion letter allegedly issued by
the national federation on

| March 4 for participation in an

New Delhi

"international wrestling train-
ing and competition pro-
gramme" scheduled in Buda-
pest from March 15 to 22.

The WFI swiftly responded
and said that the letter was
forged and had not beenissued
by thefederation. "This has ref-
erence to your e-mail dated
March 12 seeking clarification
regarding the authenticity of
the document... the attached
letter is fake and has not been
issued by the Wrestling Feder-
ation of India (WFI)," WFI presi-
dent Sanjay Kumar Singh said
in areply to the embassy.

The federation also pointed
out discrepancies in the docu-
ment, including the use of the
name of a former office-bearer

in an incorrect capacity.

"It is also clarified that Mr
V.N. Prasood is no longer hold-
ing the position of Secretary
General of WFI and is currently
serving as Vice President, WFI.
The matter has been verified
with Mr Prasood, who has cat-
egorically denied issuing any
such letter," Singh said.

According to the forged
letter submitted to the em-
bassy, 11 wrestlers and a man-
ager were recommended for
visas to travel to Budapest, cit-
ing a training and competition
programme at alocal venue.

In its reply, the federation
urged the embassy not to pro-
cess any visa applications
based on the forged document.
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‘For their own life and safety’, Trump warns Iran for FIFA WC  -BRIEFLY

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 12

A DAY after Iran's Minister of
Sport Ahmad Donyamali said
‘under no circumstances can
Iran participate' at this
summer's FIFA World Cup,
President Donald Trump said
on Thursday he did not think it
would be "appropriate" for the
Iranian football team to partici-
pate in the event co-hosted by
the United States. Trump
added 'for their own life and
safety', the team shouldn't take
part in the tournament while
the countries are at war.

"The Iran National Soccer
Team is welcome to the World
Cup," Trump wrote on his so-
cial media site. "But I really
don't believe it is appropriate
that theybethere, for theirown
life and safety." The USis host-
ing the tournament with Ca-
nada and Mexico from June 11
toJuly 19.

Trump's message appears

Final batch of W
and SA players

have flown out of
India: ICC

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 12

THE LAST group of players of
the West Indies and the South
Africa T20 World Cup teams,
who were stuck in India due to
the Israel-USA’s war with Iran,
have flown out of India safely,
the International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) announced in a state-
menton Thursday. The ICC said
that the platers were sent back
homeina “complex operation”
that “took place under excep-
tionally challenging global
travel conditions.” After Israel
and USA had attacked Iran, the
Asian country had responded
by attacking many of its neigh-
bourswhich resulted in air traf-
fic from transit hubs like Dubai
being affected heavily.

“Within the past 24 hours,
South Africa’s remaining 29
members and the West Indies’
final 16 members have de-
parted on flights to their re-
spective homelands, bringing
to a close a complex operation
that has taken place under ex-
ceptionally challenging global
travel conditions,” the ICC
statement read.

Members from both South
Africa and West Indies had
slammed the lack of communi-
cation and had taken to social
media to air their frustration at
the delay. What had angered
both sideswas that the England
team was able to exit India be-
fore them, even though Eng-
land had been eliminated in
the second semi-final. West
Indies head coach Daren
Sammy wrote on X: “I just
wanna go home.” He followed
itup with another post, writing:
“At least an update, tell us
something. Today tmw, next
week. It’s been 5 days.”

David Miller expressed his
anger in the comments section
of a post from ESPNcricinfo,
writing: “Funny that England
gets eliminated after WI & SA
and getson acharterbackhome
tonight. While WI & SA still wait
for answers in Kolkata.”

todepart somewhat from what
he relayed Tuesday at the
White House to FIFA President
Gianni Infantino, who later
publicly said that Trump as-
sured him the Iranian players
and coaches would be wel-
come. A White House official,
who insisted on anonymity to
discuss private conversations,
had confirmed Trump's mess-
age to Infantino about Iran's
participation, according to As-
sociated Press.

On Thursday, the White
House did not immediately
clarify what Trump meant by
"their own life and safety," such
as whether he anticipated
threats against them while in
the country after U.S. and Is-
raeli strikes on Iran that began
Feb. 28. Iran are scheduled to
play in Inglewood, California,
against New Zealand on June
15 and Belgium on June 21 be-
fore finishing group play in Se-
attle against Egypt on June 26.

Since June, Iran has been

Donald Trump (L) and FIFA president Gianni Infantino. FILE/REUTERS

subject to a travel ban into the
U.S. as part of the Trump ad-
ministration's immigration
crackdown. But athletes and
coaches from the target nations
are exempt, which means the
Iranian team would be allowed
toenter the U.S.

The statement from Donya-

MORE ODIS ON THE HORIZON

Mission 2027 World Cup next
with Rohit-Kohliin focus

Sri Lanka, New Zealand, England and
Ireland are all keen on adding ODIs
against India to their schedules

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, March 12

IS THE second wind of Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma lead-
ing to a fixture congestion for
Team India in the next 12
months? The answer could pro-
bably be a resounding yes as
India are lined-up to play more
ODIs than it was originally
scheduled in the Future Tours
Programme.

The Indian Express under-
stands that over the past couple
of months, multiple boards
have requested the BCCItoslot
additional ODIs in their away
tour, which the Indian board
seems to have accepted.

While India have been pre-
dominantly playing white-ball
tournaments since the Test
series against South Africa, post
the Indian Premier League,
they will once again confront a
busy schedule. Soon after the
IPL, India will host Afghanistan
for one Test and three ODIs be-
fore flying to the UK to play
three ODIs and 5 T20Is against
England. And duringthat tour,
India are likely to play Ireland
aswell.

The question right now is
whether India will travel to Ire-
land for the series or instead
play all the three matches in
Southampton. Itisunderstood
that Cricket Ireland and the
BCCl arein advanced talks to fi-
nalise the schedule and it could
either be three T20Is or three
ODIs either at the start of the
tour in July orin the end.

Moreover, playing more
ODIswill also help Indiawith an
eye on the September-October
2027 World Cupin South Africa
played under conditions that

Postthe Asian
Games, Indiawill
host West Indies at
home for three ODIs
and 5 T20Is during
thefestiveperiodin
September-October.

will need adapting. Although
the T20 team has been unbeat-
able,in ODIsIndiaarestillnota
rounded outfit. It lacks balance,
and their recent series defeat
against New Zealand at home
proved tobeareality check. The
young players as head coach
Gautam Gambhir said are yet to
figure out the rhythm of playing
50 overswhere they have tomix
caution and aggression. The
likes of Yashasvi Jaiswal in par-
ticular need experience as was
evident in his outing against
South Africa.

Post the white-ball tour of
UK, as per the FTP India are
scheduled to play two Tests in
Sri Lanka. It is understood that
after the floodlights were in-
stalled at the Sinhalese Sports
Club, Sri Lanka Cricket is keen
on hosting India in a pink-ball
Test. Whether the BCCI accepts
SLC’srequestisn’t clear asIndia
haven’treally warmed up tothe
concept of day-night Tests.
However, given India’s recent
struggles against spinners,
playing a day-night Test could
be a safer option than playing
the matches at Galle and SSC
during the day.

While the tour was orig-
inally supposed to feature only
two Tests, the SLC has re-
quested the BCCI to include
white-ball fixtures which

mali on Wednesday that Iran
could not take part offered the
clearest indication yet of the
potential for a first withdrawal
from football's showpiece event
in the modern era, Reuters re-
ported.

Donyamali said it would be
impossible for Iran to take part

after air attacks launched by
the US and Israel on February
28 killed Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, trig-
gering a region-wide conflict
that shows no sign of abating.

While it always seemed
counter-intuitive that Iran
would take part in a World Cup
while at war with one of the co-
hosts, FIFA was on Tuesday still
clearly banking on Team Melli
lining up for their first group
game against New Zealand in
Los Angeles on June 15.

Fifa’s assurance

Only a few hours before Do-
nyamali's statement, FIFA chief
Gianni Infantino trumpeted an
assurance from Trump that
Iran were "welcome to compete
in the tournament in the
United States".

Awithdrawal would be gov-
erned by Article Six of the World
Cup regulations, which, while
stipulating a series of financial
penalties for such a move, also

states that FIFA would be at lib-
erty to call up any nation it
chooses tofill the void.

"There'sno modern preced-
ent for this and, according to
FIFA's own tournament regula-
tions, they have full discretion
todowhatever theywantin the
case of a team withdrawing,"
James Kitching, FIFA’'s former
Director of Football Regulatory,
told Reuters.

"That means, for example, a
team that withdraws wouldn't
have to be replaced by a team
from the same confederation,
orevenreplaced at all. Whether
either of those scenarios would
be politically tenableis a differ-
ent question. The tournament
regulations also provide disci-
plinary sanctions for any feder-
ation whose team withdraws.
However, if Iran withdrew for
any reason related to this cur-
rent conflict, I doubt FIFA
would impose any sanctions
given the circumstances.”

(AP & Reuters inputs)

Indian fans will see more of Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli with a lot of ODlIs lined up . creiMas ForBccl

would be used for flood-relief.

There were talks of India
travelling to Sri Lanka in Janu-
ary to play two ODIs, but that
was postponed to ensure the
matches will be accommo-
dated during the Test tour.
There is a strong chance that
the series will now include
three matches, with the format
still not decided as SLC is
understood to be pushing for
ODIs as it would bring in huge
turnouts thanksto the presence
of Sharma and Kohli.

In September, there could
be a bit of breathing space.
While India are scheduled to
play 3 T20Is against Afghanis-
tan in the UAE, given the cur-
rent war climate that isn’t cer-
tain. Similarly, they have a
white-ball tour of Bangladesh,

which was originally supposed
to take place in 2025, but was
postponed to this year because
of political reasons.

Clearance from govt

The fate of that tour dep-
endson the clearance fromthe
government. If these two series
don’tgoahead as per schedule,
the only other commitment
would be the Asian Games in
Nagoya, Japan. During the last
edition in Hangzhou, India
fielded a second-string team
and clinched gold. However,
with cricket at the Olympics in
2028, the T20I team might look
to get into multi-disciplinary
Games mode.

Post the Asian Games, India
will then host West Indies at
home for three ODIs and 5

T20Is during the festive period
in September-October. Once
that series finishes, India will
fly to New Zealand mid-Oc-
tober for a full-fledged series to
kick-start their summer.
Though they were scheduled to
play two Tests, three ODIs and
ST20Is, New Zealand Cricket is
understood to have requested
to include two more 50-over
fixtures. As a result, they will
now play 10 white-ball fixtures
in all during that tour.

From there on India will be
stationed at home for the next
three months which will end
with Sri Lanka arriving here to
play three ODIs and S T20Is.
Once they welcome 2027, they
will host Australia for a five-
match Border-Gavaskar
Trophy.

e WORLD PARA ATHLETICS GRAND PRIX

‘Going after 75m’: World champ Sumit chases clusive mark

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, March 12

IT WAS all casual and easy for
reigning World and Paralympic
champion javelin thrower
Sumit Antil. He jogged lightly
and practiced his run-up thrice
before taking his first throw. He
eventually registered a best
throw of 69.25m to win the
World Para Athletics Grand
Prix on Thursday.

However, titles or winning
competitions are no longer an
area of concern for the Indian
star para-athlete, ashe haswon
every competition he has par-
ticipated in since the Tokyo
2020 Paralympic Games. The
27-year-old from Sonipat is in-
stead chasing the 75Sm mark, a
distance that no parajavelin
thrower has achieved in the his-
tory of para athletics.

His current personal best of
73.29m s also the world record,
which he achieved at the 2022
Asian Para Games. Since 2023,
Sumit has been constantly
hoveringaround the 7Z3m mark
but has never quite managed to

cross it despite several strong
performances.

"It's been two years since I
have thrown beyond 73m. I
have been constantly going
around 71 or 72m and some-
times it makes me sad as well.
SothisyearIlam goingafterthe
75mmark," Sumit said after his
win. When asked what it would
take to cross the 75m mark,
Sumit said, "I honestly don't
know because no athlete has
done it before. But I am work-
ingoneverythingthat can help
me achieve it, be it sharpening
my technique or increasing my
strength and overall power."

Early start to season

Sumit had an early start to
the season and participated at
the Dubai Grand Prix last
month, where he threw 68.26m
to win the gold medal. "I have
many international tourna-
ments lined up this season.
Right now, I am in the loading
phase and wasn't expecting a
69m throw here. My focus this
year ison the Asian Para Games
and I want to peak just before

Sumit Antil had a best throw of 69.25m on Thursday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

that event arrives. So my next
targetistoregister agood throw
at the Nottwil Grand Prix in
May later this year," said Sumit.

The two-time Paralympic
gold medallistdidn'ttakealong
break after winning the World
Championships gold medal

last year in front of his family
and friends, and plans to com-
pete in more tournaments this
year in order to achieve his tar-
get of 75m.

"After the World Cham-
pionships, we didn't take a big
break. Me and my team were
back on track after just 15 days.
I have worked on the finer as-
pects of my technique, like de-
veloping a more powerful run-
up, and we are doing most of
the things right at the moment.
I had a slight niggle in my
shoulder last year during the
Worlds but overall everything
is good for me now. I am just
waiting for agood day when the
conditions are favourable be-
cause that is very important for
abigthrow," he explained.

One would hope that, like
his idol Neeraj Chopra, who
achieved the elusive 90m mark
last year, Sumit also managesto
go beyond 75m at an event
where he has already achieved
multiple records — the 2026
Asian Para Games scheduled in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan later this
year.

India dominates
on Day two

New Delhi: India continued its
dominance in the wheelchair
category of the men's 400m
TS53/T54 event, sweeping the
podium with Manojkumar Sab-
apathi winning gold in 54.33
seconds, Anil Kumar taking
silver in 57.57 seconds, and
Manikandan Jothi securing
bronze with a time 0f1:01.94.

The women's events also
saw strong performances from
Indian athletes. In the 400m
T11/T12 event, Tejalben Amraji
Damor won gold with a time of
57.53 seconds, Lalitha Killaka
secured silver in 1:07.92, and
Shalini Chaudhary completed
another Indian podium sweep
with bronze in 1:16.79.

India continued its strong
showing in throwing events
with Sahil Salim Sayyad win-
ning gold in the men's discus
throw F51/F55 with 36.83
metres, followed by Sukhchain
with silver (30.49m) and Sudhir
with bronze. PTI

Satwik-Chirag won a 74-minute thriller. riLe/ExPrESS PHOTO

Swiss Open: Satwik-Chirag
survive thriller toreach QF

TOP SEEDS Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
came through an epic battle against Japan's Hiroki
Okamura and Kyohei Yamashita to reach the quarterfinals
atthe Swiss Open. The Indians won 21-15,15-21,28-26ina
74-minute thriller, where both pairs traded numerous leads
from13-13inthe decider. Earlier, Kiran George bowed out
inthe men's singles pre-quarterfinals after losing to Hong
Kong's Jason Gunawan. George, who had beaten former
World champion Loh Kean Yew, lost 18-21, 21-16, 16-21. ENS

MOC extends
support to

Tennis players

INDIAN TENNIS players
Yuki Bhambri and Sumit
Nagal were on Thursday
sanctioned financial assis-
tance of close to Rs 30 lakh
each by the Mission Olym-
pic Cell (MOC) whilerising
player Dhakshineswar Su-
reshwasincludedinthe
Target Asian Games Group
(TAGG) to bolster prepara-
tions for the 2026 Asian
Games and the 2026 Davis
Cup Qualifiers. The appro-
vals were cleared during the
169th meeting of the MOC
on Thursday. PTI

AIFF defends
preparations for
Asian Cup

SUBRATA PAUL, the AIFF's
director of national teams,
defended the preparations
for the AFC Women's Asian
Cup on Thursday, describ-
ingthem as "quite
extensive" despiteIndia's
group-stage exit from the
tournamentin Australia.
The team was knocked out
of the tournament after los-
ingall three Group C
matches concedingabig11-
O defeatto Japan and con-
cludeditscampaignwitha
3-1defeat to Chinese Taipei
in Sydney on Tuesday.PTlI

Aman leads over
seasoned player
Bhullar in IGPL

AMAN RAJ, who battled in-
jurieslast season,jumped
tothetop, reaching11-
under to be four shots clear
of Gaganjeet Bhullar at the
halfway stage of the IGPL
season-opener atthe Chan-
digarh Golf Club, hereon
Thursday. The 30-year-old
from Patna, who won twice
last season, shot a brilliant
8-under 64 after his open-
inground 69 to put himself
inavery strong position.
Bhullar followed his open-
ing 68 witha71tobesecond
atseven-under. PTI

Yukienters ATP
Masters 1000
semifinal

INDIA’S YUKI Bhambrien-
tered his maiden ATP
Masters 1000 semifinal as
he and his Swedish partner
Goran Goransson defeated
Alexander Erler and Andrea
Vavassoriin straight setsin
Indian Wells. The 33-year-
old Indian had previously
reached the doubles
quarter-finals at the
Masters 1000 level twice.
Bhambri and Goransson
defeated the Austrian-Ita-
lian pair 6-37-6 in the quar-
terfinals thatlasted over
one hour 30 minutes. PTI

ATP Masters: Draper
shocks Djokovic

Reuters
March12

DEFENDING CHAMPION
Jack Draper claimed one of the
biggest wins of his career by
beating Djokovicinadeciding-
set tie-break after two hours
and 35 minutes. Draper, who
trailed after dropping the
opener 6—4, stormed into the
second set by breaking Djo-
kovic early and surviving
multiple break points before
sealing it with aggressive base-
line play.

Djokovic won a stunning 26-
shotrallyat30-allinthe opening
game of the decider, but Draper
surged toleads of 3-1and 5-3 be-
forethe 38-year-old Serbbattled
back to 5-5 and then broke the
Briton as he first served for the
match. The 24-year-old kept his
composure, forced the tie-break
and dominated it to close out a
statement victory.

"Istill don't feel like I'm play-
ing anywhere near the way I
wantto play," Draper saidinan
on-courtinterview. "I came out
here tonight and I won that
match through determination
and trying to problem-solve
and do my best and have Xa
great attitude.

"I'm proud of the way I re-
grouped. I haven'tbeen playing
on the tour (in) along time, so
to put away guys who are top
players, it's something that
comes with confidence."

Draper will next face Rus-
sian 11th seed Daniil Medvedev,
who beat Alex Michelsen 6-2 6-
4 in a commanding perform-
ance, needing just one hour
and 27 minutes to dismantle
the American and maintain his
strong form after winning last
month's Dubai Open.

Alcaraz dominates

World number one Carlos
Alcaraz continued his domi-

Jack Draper reacts after
winning a point. REUTERS

nant run at Indian Wells, beat-
ing Norway's Casper Ruud 6-1
7-6(2), while Jack Draper upset
world number three Novak
Djokovic4-6 6-47-6(5) on Wed-
nesday to reach the quarter-fi-
nals in the California desert.

Alcaraz relied on a near-
flawless service game to seize
control of the match, racing
through the opening set in just
37 minutes after breaking
Ruud's serve three times.

Thirteenth-seeded Ruud
raised hislevel in the second set
and forced a tiebreak, hopingto
push the match toadecider, but
Alcaraz kept his foot on the gas
to seal his 15th consecutive vic-
tory of the season to reach the
quarter-finals for afifth straight
year. "The conditions were dif-
ficult to be honest. Today the
ball was tough to control but we
both played great," two-time
champion Alcaraz said in his
on-court interview.

"My first set was incredible
I'mreally happy of playing that
kind of level, really happy to get
through and hopefully I'll play
thislevel on the next round."Al-
caraz will next face 2021 cham-
pion Cameron Norrie, with the
Spaniard looking to avenge a
defeat tothe Briton atlastyear's
Paris Masters.
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Government of Assam

Transforming Connectivity,
Accelerating Development

in BTC area & across Assam

Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma
Chief Minister, Assam

Shri Narendra Modi Shri Sarbananda Sonowal Shri Hagrama Mohilary Shri Biswajit Daimary

Union Ministar, Ports, Shipping & Waterways Chief, BTC Speaker, Assam Legisiative Assembly
Prime Minister

Shri Urkhao Gwra Brahma Shri Charan Boro Shri Jayanta Mallabaruah Shri Joyanta Basumatary
Minister, Handloom Textiles & Sericulture, etc, Assam Minister, Welfare of Bodoland, etc, Assam Minister, Housing & Urban Affairs, etc., Assam MP. Kokrajhar HPC

13 March 2026 3, Greenfield, Kokrajhar

Strengthening Railway Infrastructure

"% Flagging off of .

Bashbari Kamakhya-Charlapalli Amrit Bharat Express

Features & Benefits =
Guwahati-New Jalpaiguri Express ﬂ

Modern wagon maintenance facility for
inspection, repair and overhauling

s Lr:f:;rtc;ved freight efficiency, reliability and Narangi-Agartala Express

E‘i, Local employment generation
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,ﬁ' Boost to tourism, agriculture, healthcare, etc.
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