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Rescue workers use excavators, as they search for victims under
the rubble of a building that was hit in an Israeli airstrike in the
southern port city of Tyre. REUTERS

“Youre{****g
crazy’: Trump tells
Netanyahu to stop
attacking Beirut

Press Trust of India
Washington, June 2

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
said he persuaded Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu to
call off the strike on Beirut, fol-
lowing which the Israeli leader
“turned his troops around”.

Trump made the an-
nouncement on Truth Social
on Monday evening amid re-
ports that the conversation be-
tween the two leaders was
"heated" and the US president
telling Netanyahu that he
would have been in prison but
for his intervention.

“I'had a conversation with
Bibi Netanyahu today (Mon-
day), asking him not to go into
amajor raid of Beirut, Lebanon.
He turned his Troops around.
Thank you Bibi,” he said, refer-
ring to the Israeli PM by his
widely used nickname.

Trump's phone calls with
Netanyahu came after Iran
threatened to end the negoti-
ations with the US over Israel's
attacks on Lebanon. Netanyahu
had said Israel would hit “terror
targets” in Beirut if Hezbollah
did not stop attacking Israel.

The president said he also
had a conversation with the
representatives of the leaders
of Hezbollah, who agreed to
“stop shooting at Israel and its
soldiers”. US media outlet
Axios reported that tempers
flew during Trump's phone call
with Netanyahu.

"You're f*****g crazy. You'd
be in prison if it weren't for me.
I'm saving your a**. Everybody
hates younow. Everybody hates

Israel continues
to attack south
Lebanon, 11 killed

Israeli drone strikes on southern
Lebanon on Tuesday Kkilled 11
people, including a man along
with his son and daughter, the
state-run news agency said, a
day after U.S. President Donald
Trump said Israel and the mili-
tant group Hezbollah agreed to
dial back fighting.

Hezbollah, which is backed
by Iran, launched dozens of
projectiles and drones toward
Israeli soldiers in southern Le-
banon and Israeli cities and
towns in recent days as Israel’s
airstrikes killed dozens, includ-
ingwomen and children, in Le-
banon. Hezbollah did not carry
out any attacks on Israel after
Trump’s announcement. Two
semiofficial Iranian news
agenciesreported Tuesday that
the country cut off communica-
tion with mediators facilitating
the ceasefire talks. AP

Israel because of this,” Axios re-
ported, quoting an unnamed US
official.

A second source told Axios
that Trump was “pissed” and at
one point yelled at Netanyahu:
“What the f**k are you doing?”
Another official told the outlet
Trump had “steamrolled” Net-
anyahu during the call.

"Bibisaid, 'OK, OK, just make
sure everything is taken care
of'," according to the official.

China detains its top
scientist for ‘corruption’

Press Trsut of India
Beijing, June2

CHINA'S LEADING carto-
graphicscientist Zhou Chenghu,
a former deputy director of the
Institute of Geographic
Sciences, has been detained by
anti-corruption officials.

The Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection (CCDI),
China'stopinternal disciplinary
and supervisory body, on Mon-
day said that 62-year-old Zhou
is under investigation for "sus-
pected serious violations of
duty". It, however, did not re-
veal any details of the allega-
tions, the Hong Kong- based
South China Morning Post re-
ported on Tuesday.

In China, cartographicscien-

tists play a crucial role in the
country's maritime and border
disputes with various neigh-
bours. Maps highlighted China's
claims over the disputed re-
gions. They also play a key role
in mapping out the natural re-
sources, including mining,.

Zhou’s primary research
fields include spatial data min-
ing, geographic systems modell-
ing, hydrology and water re-
sources, and the application of
geographicinformation systems
and remote sensing. Inlate May,
the state-run Economic Ob-
server, a weekly Chinese news-
paper, cited "informed sources"
and said Zhou was taken away
by disciplinary inspectors from
the lobby of his research insti-
tute building in late April.

KYIV SAYS CITIES HIT BY 656 DRONES, 73 MISSILES OVERNIGHT

Heavy Russian strikes kill at

Valentyn Ogirenko
& Anna Voitenko
Kyiv, June, 2

RUSSIA POUNDED Ukraine
with hundreds of drones and
dozens of missiles early on
Tuesday in attacks that author-
ities said killed 22 people and
wounded more than 100.

The attacks on citiesinclud-
ing Kyiv and Dnipro followed
Russian warnings of "system-
atic" strikes on the capital after
a deadly drone attack on a

dormitory in Ukraine's Rus-
sian-held region of Luhansk
last month. Kyiv denies target-
ing the dormitory.

It was the third heavy as-
sault on Kyivinundera month,
but Russia hasbeen relentlessly
attacking Ukrainian cities, in-
cluding Kyiv, since it invaded
its smaller neighbour in 2022.

US-brokered talks on the
war in Ukraine have stalled
with Washington focusing on
Iran, while Russian advances
on the battlefield have slowed
this year, and Kyiv has stepped
up its strikes on Russian oil re-
fineries.

Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskiy said Russia
had fired 73 missiles and more
than 600 drones in the over-
night attack and again urged
Washington to send additional
Patriot missile interceptors to
replenish Kyiv's dwindling
supplies.

"This was a large-scale at-

least 22 in Ukrainian cities

Firefighters at a workshop damaged during Russian missile and drone strikes on Kyiv. ap

tack and an absolutely clear
statement from Russia: if
Ukraine is not protected from
ballistic and other missile
strikes, these attacks will con-
tinue," Zelenskiy said on Tele-
gram.

The Kremlin said on Tues-
day thewar had entered "anew
paradigm" after what it called
"inhumane acts of terror" by
Ukraine's military against civil-
ians. Moscow warned last week
of systemic strikes and urged
foreigners to leave Kyiv.

Zelenskiy sent a letter last
week to U.S. President Donald
Trump and Congress, asking

for air defence systems. As of
Monday, officials said he had
not received a response.

Foreign Minister Andrii
Sybiha urged partners to take
"concrete steps" to help
Ukraine and increase pressure
on Russia, appealing for
tougher sanctions and more
military support.

"Moscow is losing on the
battlefield. No number of mis-
siles can change this. What we
canchangeisRussia's ability to
continue terror," he said on X.

Moscow's war in Ukraine
has killed tens of thousands of
people, forced much of the

Rubio will testify before Congress
for first time since start of Iran war

Associated Press
Washington, June 2

SECRETARY OF State Marco
Rubio is set to face a litany of
questions Tuesday about the
Trump administration’s fragile
or stalling diplomatic efforts
around the world when he ap-
pears for back-to-back hearings
on Capitol Hill for the first time
since the Iran war began.

The Republican former
senator will sit before House
and Senate committees to
make the State Department’s
annual budget request. But the
focusislikely to shift quickly to
the already unsteady ceasefire
between Washington and
Tehran, which hasbeen further
tested in recent days by back-
and-forth attacks.

Cabinet members, includ-

Marco Rubio

ingRubio, have defended Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s decision
to launch the conflict despite
promises over the years not to
engage in “forever wars” in the
Middle East. That work has
been made more difficult by
Trump’s shifting goals for the
conflict. While Rubio is testify-
ingbefore Congress for the first
time since the Iran war started
onFeb. 28, hetookpartinaclas-

sified briefing for lawmakers
days after the first U.S. and Is-
raeli strikes. He faced Demo-
crats’anger over the lack of con-
gressional approval but strong
support from most Republi-
cans for taking action against
one of America’s oldest adver-
saries.

In the two monthssince the
war began, however, a small
but growing faction of Repub-
licans have joined Democrats
in questioning the astronomi-
cal price tag and overall econ-
omic consequences of the con-
flict asthey head into midterm
electionsin the fall. The war has
cut tanker traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical waterway
through which 20% of the
world’s traded oil and natural
gas passes in peacetime, spik-
ing gas prices.

population out of their homes
and devastated cities, towns
and villages, and Russia con-
trols about one-fifth of Ukraine.
Ukraine has also hit civilian
targets during attacks on Rus-
sia or Russian-occupied areas,
though on a far smaller scale.
Both sides deny targeting civil-
ians. Photographs on Tuesday
showed large explosions and
plumes of smoke billowing
over high-rise buildings in Kyiv,
where officials said the over-
night strikes had killed six
people and wounded close to

80, including three children.
REUTERS

' Bangladesh

minister elected
President of 81st
session of UNGA

Washington: United Nations,
Bangladesh's Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman was on
Tuesday elected as the Presi-
dent of the 81st session of the
UN General Assembly in a
closely-contested election.

Rahman and Cyprus'
Special Envoy for Multilateral-
ism Andreas Kakouris were
vying to lead the 193-member
General Assembly in its 81st
session, which will commence
in September.

In the closely-contested
elections, the Bangladeshi di-
plomat garnered 99 votes
while Kakouris got 91 votes in
his favour out of the
190 members present and
voting. PTI

Youth gets life term for murder with Kirpan,
British Sikh MPs detend religious symbol

Aditi Khanna
London, June 2

BRITAIN'S SIKH lawmakers on
Tuesday defended the ceremo-
nial knife, the kirpan, during a
Parliament debate following
the conviction of a British Sikh
man who had presented his
murder weapon as a religious
item in court.

Vickrum Digwa, 23, was
sentenced to life imprisonment
on Monday after being found
guilty of the murder of 18-year-
old Henry Nowak, who was
caught on police body-worn

camera footage being hand-
cuffed in his final moments
over racism allegations.

PM Keir Starmer said he "felt
sick" watching the "harrowing"
footage but appealed against it
being "whipped up" to create
divisions within British society.

"There are clearly serious
questions that need to be ad-
dressed, not least how accusa-
tions of racism informed the
decision-making in this case,"
Starmer said in a statement
from 10 Downing Street.

As the incident from De-
cember last year in Southamp-

ton caused an uproar, UK
Home Secretary Shabana
Mahmood made astatementin
the House of Commons to reit-
erate that the wider Sikh com-
munity must not be con-
demned for an individual's
“heinous crime”.

"There have been calls to
limit the right of Sikhs to carry
their ceremonial knife, the kir-
pan, one ofthe five holy itemsin
their faith," said Mahmood, ref-
erencing some far-right groups
calling for aban.

The minister referenced the
UK's Offensive Weapons Act of

2019, which "clarified and
strengthened existing legal pro-
tections in relation to long Kir-
pans'.

"This included extending
defences, so that kirpans canbe
lawfully possessed for religious
reasons and used in religious
and ceremonial contexts. But
let me be clear, carrying a knife
for the purpose of religious ob-
servance is one thing, using it
as so tragically occurred in this
case is quite another. Itis a vile
act, acrime of the utmost sever-
ity, and it will be met with the
severest punishment," she said.

* BRIEFLY

THEVATICAN

Vaticangetsits first woman
communications head

POPE LEO named an executive with
US Catholic media conglomerate
EWTN as the new head of the Vati-
can's communications department
onTuesday, in the firstappointment
of awoman tothe senior Church
role. Maria Montserrat Alvarado,
originally from Mexico City, will lead
the Vatican's Dicastery for

Communications, asprawling oper-

Maria Montserrat
Alvarado. REUTERS

ation that overseesthe Vatican's
news portal, radio station,

newspaper and press office,among
other entities. Alvarado, president and chief operating officer
of EWTN News since 2023, will replace Paolo Ruffini, who has
beenintherolesince 2018 and is retiring. She will start her
dutiesin November, said a statement. The Eternal Word
Television Network waslaunched by anun named Mother

Angelicain1981.

UGANDA

Health ministry
confirms 6 new
cases of Ebola

UGANDA HAS confirmed
six more new cases of Ebola,
bringing the total
confirmed in the country so
far to 15, the health ministry
said on Tuesday. The minis-
trysaidin astatement onits
X account that the six were
confirmed among contacts
of other confirmed cases. It
said to date there were two
discharges from hospital,
with 12 people admitted
and one death. AP

REUTERS

DENMARK

Frederiksen
secures third
termasPM

DENMARK'S SOCIAL
Democraticleader Mette
Frederiksen said on Mon-
day she has agreed to form
acentre-left coalition gov-
ernment, maintaining her
grip on power amid a crisis
inties with US President
Donald Trump over the fu-
ture of Greenland. The deal
to form aminority cabinet
gives Frederiksen a third
consecutive term as prime
minister. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

SRILANKA

Rajapaksa
allowed to
testify online

SRILANKA'’S former presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa
was on Tuesday allowed to
testify onlineinalong-
standing case about the dis-
appearance of two rights
activistsin 2011.

Rajapaksa was the chief
bureaucratinthe Ministry
of Defence under the presi-
dency of his elder brother,
MahindaRajapaksa, when
the disappearances of
human rights activists La-
lith Kumar Weeraraju and
Kugan Muruganandan were
reported. PTI

PAKISTAN

Forces foil suicide
attack, kill four
TTP militants

SECURITY FORCES on
Tuesday foiled asuicide at-
tackon a military check
postinnorthwest Pakistan
and killed four Taliban mili-
tants, police said.

The TTP militants
attemptedtotarget asecur-
ity post using an explosives-
laden vehicle near Miran-
shah inKPK,they said.
However, security person-
nel, who were on high alert,
detected the threat and de-
stroyed the vehicle before it
couldreachitsintended
target. PTI

Nepal House adjourned
after protests over PM’s
remarks on border issues

Press Trust of India
Kathmandu, June 2

BOTH HOUSES of Nepal's Par-
liament were adjourned on
Tuesday after lawmakers con-
tinued to obstruct proceedings
over Prime Minister Balendra
Shah's remarks about his
country's border issues with
India. While the Lower House —
House of Representatives (HOR)
— was adjourned until June 8,
the National Assembly was ad-
journed until Wednesday. Ear-
lier, the Parliament sessions
were adjourned on Monday too.

The opposition lawmakers
were protesting against PM
Balen's Sunday remarks at the
Parliament when he said that

"Not only India, but Nepal has
also encroached territories of
India at many places", sparking
controversy.

Balen suggested without
elaborating that India and
Nepal have agreed to take the
help of historians, surveyors
and expertstoseek aresolution,
adding that Kathmandu has
also taken up the matter with
China and the UK. India on
Tuesday categorically rejected
any role for "third parties" tore-
solve its boundary row.

Opposition lawmakers ex-
pressed their dissent against PM
Shah's remarks as soon as the
meetingstarted, with some even
surrounding the bell to show
their protest.

e WHILE MANY ENDED UP IN AUSTRALIA, SEVERAL AFGHAN PLAYERS SPREAD ACROSS EUROPE AND SOME IN THE UNITED STATES

After escaping Taliban and years in exile, Afghan women’s soccer team rises again

Steve McMorran
Wellington, June 2

FATIMA YOUSUFI escaped the
Taliban, arriving in Australia
with a backpack and a burning
ambition to play international
soccer.

Through their own determi-
nation and courage, and with
family support, Yousufi and
others like Mona Amini had
been able tostudy, to play soccer
for clubs and forthe Afghanistan
women’s team. But when the
Taliban returned to power in
2021 it shut down all women’s
sports, and the players of the
Afghan team went into hiding,.

Afterafranticevacation, 13 of
the players settled in Australia

where for five years they lived,
played and trained in the hope
of once again being allowed to
represent their country.

The Afghanistan soccer fed-
eration doesn’t recognize the
women’s team. But in April,
soccer’s world governing body
granted the Afghan women’s
teameligibility forinternational
competition.

This week, 23 members of
the Afghan Women United pro-
gram are in a training camp in
Auckland, New Zealand and will
play games against a team from
the CookIslands.

“It was a special day that we
heard that Afghanistan canrep-
resent again our flag in interna-
tional tournaments,” Amini, a

midfielder, told The Associated
Press in a Zoom call Tuesday.
“This is the result of hard work
thatwedid in the past four or five
years.”

Seven months ago, the
Afghanwomen played in the so-
called “Unite” tournament in
which they achieved a win over
Libya.

“It was a very special mo-
ment because we played in an
international friendly tourna-
ment, and after three years we
heard our anthem,” Amini said.
“That was amazing for me.”

FIFA’s subsequent recogni-
tion was another important
milestone onalongand perilous
journey.

Yousufi, a Melbourne-based

Afghan soccer players Mona Amini, left, and Sosan Mohammadi
during a training session in Auckland, New Zealand, on Tuesday. ap

goalkeeper, remembers her re-
action vividly.

“We're going to have the na-
tional team! That’s the greatest

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

thing ever that could have hap-
pened to the team,” she said. “It
was super important to us, es-
pecially thinking of the time

when we arrived in Australia
and we had lost everything;:
family, our childhood memories
and that national team.”

Yousufi said she left home
with one backpack, “to be safe
and to continue tobe alive.”

“When we came here the
most important part of our life
was to be a soccer player and to
be a soccer team,” she said.
“When we we saw we could not
be (officially) a national team
and we could not represent our
country ... it was like I lost the
game.”

While many ended up in
Australia, there are Afghan
players spread across Europe
and some in the United States.
Coach Pauline Hamill holds tal-

Kolkata

ent identification camps and
helps pull the squad together for
games.

Memories of their darkest
days remain a strong part of the
team’s motivation to succeed,
and to represent women and
girlsstillin their homeland. The
Afghan women’steam played its
last official competitive matchin
2018. “We couldn’t play freely in
Afghanistan,” Amini said.
“Going out from home was
tough because there wastherisk
of the Taliban seeing us and
finding that we were playing
soccer. “Itwasavery tough time
and I'm pretty sure every one of
the girls, every single one of us,
fought hard to create this team
and weare very happy right now

to stay with each other.”
Yousufi was a student and a
soccer player, and she said it was
difficult even before the Taliban
returned to power “for a girl to
play football in Afghanistan with
such difficulties as family bar-
riers and difficulties of the so-
ciety to accept a woman in
sport.” “Wewere thinking of any
other outcomes like the danger
we were facing, everyday
dangers in Afghanistan like
bomb explosions. Considering
all those things —and it was the
same for the other girls — we
took all those risks to be part of
the national team and to be a

football player.”
Then life became even more
difficult. AP
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What CBSE ignored: Its own panelfound
glitchesindry run, said delay OSM by a vear

CBSE Chairman, Secretary

After trial in Delhiin Jan 2026, two
reports sent to Board, highlighted
major problems, tech glitches,
random increase, decrease in marks

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, June 2

®THE CBSE’s new On-Screen
Marking (OSM) system needs
atleastayear’strial and rectifi-
cation before being imple-
mented.

®The OSM system depends
heavily on well-equipped
evaluation centres and highly
trained evaluators.
e®Improved trainingis essential
for fair, transparent, and error-
free marking of answer scripts.
This needs time to be done
propetly.

®The OSM system is glitchy,
and itisunabletoresolve these
glitches speedily.

These are some of the prob-
lemswith the digital evaluation
system that were explicitly
flagged to the CBSE by partici-
pantsin an evaluation dry run
carried out by the Board less
than a month before thisyear’s
Class12 examinations began on
February 17.

The CBSE pushed through
the system anyway. Instead of
paper booklets, examiners used
computerstoevaluate digitally
scanned copies of answer
scripts submitted by the exam-
inees, which the CBSE putona
secure online platform.

Students started complain-
ing about their marks almost

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Grandson of Nandalal
Bose, who fought to
oct his name backin
electoral roll, dies at 88

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, June 2

SUPRABUDDHA SEN, the
grandson of celebrated modern
artist Nandalal Bose, passed
away on Monday morning, days
after he was admitted to a hos-
pital in Durgapur with breath-
ingdifficulties. He was 88.

Suprabuddha Sen and his
wife, 82-year-old Deepa Sen,
were excluded from the electo-
ral roll during the Election
Commission’s Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) exercise,
forcing them to seek relief from
the Supreme Court.

Residents of Visva-Bharati
in Santiniketan mourned his
death. A member of his family,
Chakradhar Nayak, said, “His
passing is an irreparable loss
for us. This void will not be
easy to fill.” According to his
family, Suprabuddha was ad-
mitted to a private hospital in
Durgapur on Sunday with
breathing difficulties.

Happening
today

oD K SHIVAKUMAR to be
sworn in as Karnataka Chief
Minister along with some
members of the Council of
Ministers at the Lok Bhavan.

O ACTING PRESIDENT of
Venezuela, Delcy Rodriguez,
issettoarrivein India.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Suprabuddha Sen and his wife
Deepa Sen before casting their
votes in the West Bengal
elections on April 23. FiLE

Hedied there on Monday at
around 7. 15 am after suffering
acardiac arrest.

Anil Konar, secretary of the
Santiniketan Trust, said, “He
was a gentle person. He had no
arrogance. He could easily
make everyone feel at ease.”

Suprabuddha Sen hit the
national headlines after hisand
his wife’s names were deleted
from the electoral roll following

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual
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THEEARLY WARNING |

Glitchesflagged
duringdryrun

®Scoreincreases by additional
head examiners reportedly
reflected as deductions.

®Marks showed on-screen didn’t
always align with official marking.

®In some cases, marks for one
sub-part of a question reflected.

@ System reportedly allowed
or forced 0.5-mark award not
permitted under marking scheme.

®CEvaluators reported that the
platform would freeze.

®FEvaluation progress reportedly
not being saved automatically.

®Marks could reportedly be
entered against blank pages,
unattempted questions.

CBSE claims to havefixed

@®°‘Save’ option added to
evaluation interface.

® Mark deletion process simplified.

®Static IP issue fixed before
actual evaluation.

®Marks’ display repositioned to
avoid obscuring answers.

® AHE/HE review process revised
to allow answer-book review
irrespective of daily evaluation
percentage.

®Server capacity enhanced to

| address internet speed.

RELATED RahulSingh: CBSE | CBSE transfers a

REPORTS
PAGE 6

Chairman who
failed board test

cover-up, sack
| Pradhan: Rahul

moved out, OSM service
procurement to be probed

Harikishan Sharma
& Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, June 2

WITH THE Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
under fire over glitches in the
On-Screen Marking (OSM) sys-
tem for its Class 12 board exam,
the Centre Tuesday moved out
CBSE Chairman Rahul Singh
and Secretary Himanshu Gupta
and named their replacements.

The government also set up
a one-member committee to
look into the procurement of
services for the OSM system. To
be chaired by S Radha Chau-
han, Chairperson, Capacity
Building Commission, it has
been asked to submit its report

to the Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) within a
month.

The announcements came
on the day official sources con-
firmed that theissue flagged in
a May 31 post on X by Nisarga
Adhikary — a19-year-old ethi-
calhacker, he had also posted a
picture to indicate that he
could access the scanned
answer sheets —had been ver-
ified, resulting in the Board ac-
knowledging “vulnerabilities”
in the OSM portal.

“The vendor had a security
audit certificate, and the Board
didn’t do an audit of the ven-
dor’ssystems,” the sources said.

Lokhande Prashant Sitaram

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TMC chief Mamata Banerjee during a protest against post-poll violence, in Kolkata’s Esplanade, Tuesday. PARTHA PAUL

Mamata hits the streets post poll-defeat:
Jiyeenge toh, BJP ko hataake jayenge’

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, June 2

BACK ON the streets of Kolkata
to protest after the party’s
shocking and humiliating de-
feat in the Assembly elections,
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
chief Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday launched a fierce
political counter-offensive, ac-
cusing the ruling BJP of trying
to “bulldoze the democracy” by
attackingand intimidating her
party leaders and workers.
Denied permission to pro-
test at Rani Rashmoni Avenue,
the former chief minister
reached Esplanade’s Y-channel
in Central Kolkataaround 3pm,
with some of the senior party

leaders accompanying her.

“Our MLAs, councillors,
and party candidates are being
intimidated," Mamata told a
surging crowd of party workers
amid a heavy deployment of
police personnel.

Alleging a deep-rooted con-
spiracy orchestrated from
Delhi to dismantle her party,
she issued a stern warning to
the BJP that such attempts
would be "foiled”.

“Our MLAs are not being
allowed to leave their houses,
and police are asking them to
quit TMC and form a “new
TMC”... Who will build this new
TMC? Those who have been
with the party since the begin-
ning, or those who won on the

party symbol,” she asked, ad-
ding "Do not run a bulldozer
over democracy... Do not scare
our MLAs and MPs. Do not ar-
rest our people. People are com-
mitting suicide due to your
atrocities.”

Addressing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, she said, “Look
at whom you have given the re-
sponsibility to”. “Look at what is
happening in West Bengal. You
have tolook into all of this,” she
said, indirectly referring to Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.

"Modi has left Bengal in the
hands of anti-socials and bull-
dozer-happy politicians, push-
ingthestateintodarkness,"she
added.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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AMID CID PROBE,
ABHISHEK SENDS
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SPEAKER FOR LoP
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2022 PORT BLAIR CASE

Key witnesses turn
hostilein gangrape
case against former
Andamans Chief Secy

Confident about every word victim has
spoken in her testimony: Prosecution

Ritu Sarin
New Delhi, June 2

“IFEEL safe in uniform.”

This is what the rape victim
now says, four years after her
police complaint against the
then Chief Secretary of the
Union Territory rocked Port
Blair. She doesn’t want more
details published, except that
last September she got ajob in
the “security sector” for a
monthly salary of Rs 25,000.

Since the case was filed in
2022, life hasbeen harsh for her.
And has only got harsher. Her
husband has left her and the
case against the accused has
“weakened” with four of the key
witnesses, including the hus-
band, turning hostile and deny-
ing their recorded statements,

“Nobody, not even the law-
yers, tell me whatis goingonin
court. They don’t want to upset
me. So I just wear my uniform
every morning and go out for
duty,” says the victim.

On October 15,2022, The In-
dian Expressfirst reported how
she, then a 21-year-old govern-
mentjob seeker from Port Blair,

e S

d-yemr ud-la]lnmmmmw by ex- Andama
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The Indian Express report
published on October 15,2022

had filed a police complaint al-
leging gangrape by Jitendra
Narain, IAS, who was then
Chief Secretary of Andaman
and Nicobar, and then Labour
Commissioner R L Rishi.

The woman was given po-
lice protection and the A & N
police set up a Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) to probe into
her allegations. By the time the
FIR was registered, Narain was
transferred from A & N and
appointed Chairman and Ma-
naging Director of the Delhi
Finance Corporation.

A day after The Indian Ex-
press report, Narain was sus-
pended via an order of the
Home Ministry citing “grave
misconduct.” The next day, an
A&N police team raided his
house in New Delhi and seized

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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‘Why not ask
women what
they want?’ pAGes

AMID LPG IMPORT DISRUPTION

For larger PNG footprint,
Govtlooks at centralised
consumer-friendly portal

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, June 2

MOVING TO push piped natu-
ral gas (PNG) connections amid
the squeeze in supply of LPG
owing tothe crisisin West Asia,
the government is actively con-
sidering a proposal to launch a
national centralised portal for
consumers to apply for PNG
connections, The Indian Ex-
press haslearnt.

The proposal, a senior offi-
cial said, also involves putting
gas grid maps online to osten-
sibly facilitate customer re-
quests and their ability tolocate
a pipeline near their premises.
But there are potential security
risks around placing natural
gas pipeline layouts and maps
in the public domain.

The proposal is being delib-
erated upon and there is no
clear timeline yet on its imple-
mentation. The official said it
could be announced over the

EXPLAINED

Huge base, wide gap

LPG hasahuge consumer
base in households across
the country: 33.3 crore
domestic connections.
Households with PNG
connections are far fewer at
about 1.6 crore. Inthe cur-
rent scenario, priority
sectors continue to get nat-
ural gas supplies.

next few days or weeks.
Currently, consumers are
required to apply for a connec-
tion directly with the city gas
distribution (CGD) entities
serving their respective areas.
Under the proposed central-
ised interface, the demand for
an application for a new
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e CASES OF HALIMA, HER HUSBAND AND MOTHER-IN-LAW ARE BEFORE TRIBUNALS, HER FATHER WAS IN 2002 ROLL AND IS NOW IN NEW S.I.R; GUDIYA, HER HUSBAND AND FATHER-IN-LAW ARE WAITING TO HEAR FROM TRIBUNALS

Halima & Gudiva, in queue at Bengal tribunals as cloud darkens over citizenship

Sweety Kumari
Kolkata, June 2

ON MAY 27,upholdingthelegal
validity of the Election Com-
mission’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
the Supreme Court directed
that those excluded -

PAGE1

should decide their case before
whichever election was due
next, “after givingnoticeand an
opportunity of hearing to the
deleted individuals”.

The Indian Express meets
two families whose cases are
pending before tribunals, and
who now live in the

from thelist will face fear of beingasked to
“adjudication of 11 anchor | prove their citizen-
their citizenship”. ~ ship, as well as un-

“...the (Election) Commis-
sion shall refer such cases
within 4 weeks to the compet-
ent authority under the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955,” the Court
said, adding that the authority

certainty over their continu-
ation in government scheme
beneficiary lists.

Halima Khatun, 32

Recently, Halima emptied

out her bank account of all her
life savings.

Adomestic helpwho shares
a one-room accommodation
with her family at Kamarhatiin
North 24 Parganas, Halima says
she was worried that by the
time the tribunals decide her
case for inclusion in the electo-
ral roll —along with that of her
husband and mother-in-law —
her bank account may be
closed and the money lost.

Among other things that
those deleted like her during
the SIR may lose, Halima has
heard, will be bank accounts.

She feels further defeated

Halima Khatun, a domestic help, lives in Kamarhatiin North 24
Parganas; (right) Gudiya Rajak, who also works as a domestic help,
is a resident of Bishnupur in South 24 Parganas.

after the Supreme Court order
directing that the EC could
refer those rejected for a citizen-

epaper.indianexpreas.cum.- .

ship test. What more can she
do, Halima says. “My parents
and grandparents are all from

Canning”, her father Akshed
Khansama’s name figured in
the 2002 electoral roll of the
state — the most crucial condi-
tion for inclusion in the SIR —
and Khansama figures in the
electoral roll after this SIR too.
Halima also has multiple
documents, including records
showing she was born in 1994
inthe Canning Purba Assembly
constituency of South 24 Parga-
nas. She says she submitted her
Aadhaar card, PAN card, Life
Insurance Corporation (LIC)
papers, her father’slegal ident-
ity documents including the
proof that his name was re-

Kolkata

corded in the 2002 electoral roll
of Canning, and her previous
voter ID-card. Halima says she
voted in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, while her husband
Abdul Mallick Sardar and
mother-in-law were voters in
Sandeshkhali constituency.
Yet her namewasdeleted in
the first draft itself, with no no-
tice or official reaching out to
her, she says. After the first
rejection came, Halima adds: “I
followed the Booth Level Of-
ficer’s (BLO) advice and filled
out Form 6 (for new voters). I
did so twice, and both times it

was rejected.”

Pointingout that it takes her
a full day to travel to her par-
ents’ house in Canning for any
official requirement, Halima
says: “Iwork at people’s homes.
How many times will my em-
ployers give me leave to go and
complete paperwork?”

On the tribunal hearings,
Halima says none of them has
received any notice for aformal
hearing. “I was planning to
visit,” she says. “But I heard that
without an official notice, no
oneisallowed inside the build-
ing. So we have been just wait-
ing for months now, to see how

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Back from Haj

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju greets Haj pilgrims arriving on the first
return flight from Jeddah, at New Delhi’s IGI Airport on Tuesday. pTi

51 wounds, burns:
Post-mortem reveals
torture of Keralababy
‘by mother’s partner’

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
June?2

LAST FRIDAY, one-and-a-half-
year-old Arshid was rushed to
the Sri Avittom Thirunal Hos-
pital in Thiruvananthapuram.
Accompanying him was his
mother’slive-in partner, A Ash-
kar, who claimed that Arshid
had choked on his food. The
toddler was declared dead soon
after. A postmortem has now
revealed a crime, allegedly car-
ried out by his mother’s partner
with the support of his mother.

Ashkar (31), has been arres-
ted on charges of murdering
the toddler, while the boy’s
mother Akhila on charges of
abetting the crime. As the vic-
tim belonged to Dalit commu-
nity, police Tuesday slapped
relevant sections of SC/ST Act
against the accused.

Arshid’s body tells a grue-
some tale of about one-a half
month-long torture. Quoting
the postmortem report, police
said the toddler’s body had 89
wounds, both internal and ex-
ternal. “Seven ribs were broken
and there wasa contusioninthe
brain. Of these 89 wounds, 51
had been identified during the
inquest, which revealed fresh
wounds aswell asold scars. The
investigation has found evi-
dence suggesting the toddler
was subjected torepeated abuse
for around one and a half
months. His arms were
broken,” a police officer said.

K Biju Kumar, Deputy SPin
Nedumangad, said, “Ashkar
saw the baby as an obstacle to
his life with Akhila. So he
wanted to annihilate the boy.
He was subjected to torture

over a period of time. The crime
was committed with the conni-
vance of the boy’s mother. We
are also probinginto other alle-
gations against Ashkar,” said
the police officer.

As per police, Ashkar said
during questioning that Akhila,
adancer, had travelled to Tamil
Nadu for a programme on Fri-
day and left her son with him.
The baby started crying while
Ashkar was trying to feed him.
This enraged Ashkar, and he
banged the toddler’s head agai-
nst a wall. Autopsy report
showed the baby suffered inter-
nal bleedingin his head. It also
revealed fractured ribs and
arms.

Police said probe has alsore-
vealed that the couple tried to
tamper with evidence at their
rented home in Karikkuzhy at
Thiruvananthapuram. Police
have found that the toddler’s
bloodstained clothes were
burned in the backyard.

Police have found that Ash-
kar and Akhila started living to-
gether about five months ago
after Akhila’s husband, Akhil,
died by suicide before the child’s
birth. “We are also looking into
Akhil’s death. He was a history
sheeter. Ashkar, a driver, had
met Akhila during dance pro-
grammes. He used to drive ve-
hicles for dancers,” said police.

Ashkar, on the other hand,
married Amina in 2021.
Amina’s family alleged he tor-
tured her. He then abandoned
her and moved in with Akhila.

Akhila’s mother, S Reena,
said: “Two months back, I had
approached the police. The
baby’s hands were then plas-
tered. Akhila and Ashkar told
me that he fell from the cycle.”

7 killed, 40 injured
as 2 buses collide
in Surat: 4 critical

Express News Service
Surat, June 2

AT LEAST seven persons on
board a bus were killed and 40
injured after it caught fire fol-
lowing its head-on collision
with another bus, near Badroli
town in Gujarat’s Surat district
on Tuesday afternoon, police
said. Out of the 27 people hos-
pitalised due to the accident,
four were said to be in critical
condition.

Both buses were operated
by the Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation
(MSRTC) and belonged to a
depot in the neighbouring
Dhule district, they added.
While one of them was bound
for Surat from Dhule, the other
was returning to Dhule from
Surat.

Surat Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) Rajesh Gadhiya said
the Surat-to-Dhule bus first
struck a tractor that was pulling
a water tanker while on Na-
tional Highway-53 at Una vil-
lage in Badroli taluka. Then, it
jumped the road divider and hit
the Dhule-to-Surat bus, which
turned over by the impact and
caught fire, he added.

Locals and passersby gath-
ered at the spot and began pul-
ling people out of the two buses.
Fire and police officials took
over the rescue efforts soon
after. Along with the SP, District
Collector Tejas Parmar also
went to the spot.

Gadhiya said: “Seven

deaths have been reported so
far. Twenty-seven others, who
were travelling from Dhule to
Surat, were injured and hospi-
talised. The injured were taken
tothree hospitals: 15to the gov-
ernment hospital in Bardoli, 7
to the Sardar Smarak hospital
in Bardoli, and 5 to the New
Civil Hospital in Surat.”

Stating that all the dead
were on board the Dhule-Surat
bus, he added that it ran on
compressed natural gas or
CNG.

“We are in touch with the
Maharashtra state transport de-
partment and are trying to
identify the deceased. Our pri-
ority istofirstensurethatall the
injured passengers getimmedi-
ate medical help, and the de-
ceased are identified. We will
register an offence in the inci-
dent. Four passengers are criti-
cal, while the remaining others
are undergoing treatment for
minor to major injuries.”

Meanwhile, district fire
officer P B Gadhvi while six
people died at the spot, another
collapsed in a hospital. “When
we arrived at the spot, we saw
that the bus was on fire. We ex-
tinguished the fire and cut the
body ofthe bustorescuethein-
jured, who were then rushed to
hospitals in ambulances.
While six people died on the
spot, and one (mostly the bus
driver) wasdeclared dead inthe
government hospital. Locals
helped us in taking the injured
to hospitals.”

FROM PAGE 1

What CBSE ignored

immediately after the CBSE de-
clared the Class12 results on May
13.0On Tuesday, a publicinterest
petition was filed in the Delhi
High Court seeking an inquiry
into the alleged irregularities,
technical deficiencies, and
grievance-handling failures as-
sociated with the OSM system.

In the evening, the govern-
ment removed the CBSE chair-
man, Rahul Singh, and the
Board secretary, Himanshu
Gupta, from their posts
and ordered aninquiry intothe
OSM fiasco.

The OSM pilot exercise was
conducted in Delhi over three
days in mid-January. Partici-
pants in the exercise included
representatives of five among
the capital’s most reputed
schools —agroup that includes
private schools, schools run by
the Delhi government, and Ken-
driya Vidyalayas and Navodaya
Vidyalayas, which are adminis-
tered by the central government.

Principals, evaluators, exam-
iners, and subject experts ap-
pointed by the CBSE took partin
the exercise. The participants
were trained on the OSM sys-
tem, and were then asked to
evaluate mock answer scripts
using the new platform.

The participants in the pilot
exercise flagged awide variety of
problems with the marking
schemes, calculations, and the
technical working of the system,
official sources familiar with the
dryruntold TheIndian Express.

Specifically, the sources said
the problems that were ident-
ified on the first day of the exer-
cise could not be rectified even
bytheend ofthe third day, when
the exercise concluded.

According to the sources,
among the issues that the par-
ticipants flagged in their feed-
back were:

®In one example docu-
mented by the participants,
marks that an Additional Head
Examiner (AHE) increased by 1.5
reflected in the systemas minus
1.5, thatis, areductioninstead of
an increase.

®There was serious mis-
alignment between the marking
schemes provided to the exam-
inersby CBSE, and what the soft-
ware reflected. That is, marks
that showed on the screen did
not match with the marking
scheme in some sets.

®In one paper set, while the
question contained multiple
parts, the total marks of only one
part was reflected.

®In some instances, the sys-
tem forced “partial” marking of
0.5 marks on the examiners,
even when the markingscheme
did not permit this.

®The OSM system was hang-
ing frequently, especially when
the examiners used the ‘Undo’
button.

®Marks prescribed in the
marking scheme were missing
from the evaluation interface.

®The progress of the mark-
ingwas notsaved automatically
by the system.

®LEvaluators were able to
mark even blank pages or unat-
tempted questions if they
clicked on the question number
on the left of the screen.

Many of these same prob-
lems were reported by students
in several states after the CBSE
declared the results of the exam-
ination last month.

Many of those who obtained

Key witnesses turn hostile

electronic evidence including
mobile phones and laptops.

Narain was arrested on No-
vember 10, 2022, and got bail
fromthe Calcutta High Courton
February 20,2023.

The SIT in Port Blair filed a
900-page chargesheet. The
trial commenced on July 1,
2024 in the court of the District
Judge, Port Blair, with Narain
appearingin court via tele-con-
ferencing.

Till date, Narain remainssus-
pended from service and is due
to retire this Octobet.

A scrutiny of the list of 115
witnesses cited by the prosecu-
tion show that three years after
the trial began, four witnesses
have turned hostile. They in-
clude: thevictim’s husband; the
driver at the Chief Secretary’s
residence, who is listed as a
“protected witness,” and who
had, in his statement, said he
had driven “several” women,
including the victim, to the resi-
dence.

A third witness who turned
hostile is Sawab Hussain, the
CCTVtechnician who had testi-
fied to the police that the Chief
Secretary’s staff had asked him
tohandover the DVD containing
footage from his residence. The
DVD was never traced.

The fourth witness declared
“hostile” is Shohood Akhtar,
who had given a Section 161
CrPCstatementandislistedasa
Computer Assistant working
with the A&N Government.

Significantly, the driver and
the CCTV technician had given
statements to the police under
Section 164. The victim’s deposi-

B_elllgal

the government plans to enroll
us back.” The tribunals hearing
the cases are all located in one
government in Joka, outside of
Kolkata.

With the new BJP govern-
ment vowing action against “il-
legals”, and some party leaders
linking the SIR exercise to this,
Halimasaystheyalsoliveinfear
of their names being excluded
from welfare programmes like
Annapurna Yojna (which hasre-
placed Lakshmir Bhandar).

So,whenthey heard thatthe
government may also freezethe
bank accounts of anyone with-
out a voter ID, they got their
money out. Her husband works
as a helper at a shop, and they
have managed tosavealittle, she
says. Their two minor children
study at a government school.
“We are the poorest of the poor.
EvenRs10,000-Rs20,000...isan
entire life’s savings for us,”
Halima says.

AshokKirtania, the BJPMLA
from Bongaon Uttar and Min-
ister for Food and Supplies, says:
“It is clear that those names
which areunder adjudication or
tribunals will be able to avail gov-

tion and cross-examination con-
tinued for 10 days from July 1,
2024 toFebruary 6,2025. Shestill
has police protection the A&N
Government has given her.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Chief Prosecutorinthe
case, Sumit Kumar Karmakar,
said that the witnesses
having turned hostile was “dis-
appointing.”

However, he added that he
would, accordingly, recalibrate
his case. “We may now drop
some witnesses, trim the list of
115 and aim for a quicker trial.
We will now present our case
relying more heavily on the tes-
timony of the victim. We are con-
fident about every word the vic-
tim hasspokenin her testimony
in court,” Karmakar said.

In October 2022, the driver
had spoken to The Indian
Express and reiterated allega-
tionshehad madein hisSection
164 CrPC statement to the police.

He had then described how
during his posting as driver at
theresidence of the Chief'Secre-
tary, he had driven “several”
womentotheresidence. Hehad
alsotold this newspaper thatthe
pattern of visits of these women
matched the “sequence” de-
scribed by the victim.

Thedriver had said he would
frequently be asked to first, es-
cortthewomen at the ChiefSec-
retary’shouse, and then pickup
food and deliver for the “guests.”
Later, the women would be
dropped off at pre-appointed
places, he said.

Thedriverwasdeclared hos-
tile on October 31, 2025. Insharp
contrast to his Section 164 state-

ernment schemes. Those who
have applied forthe CAAcando
sotoo... But those names which
have been deleted through the
SIR cannot. Illegal infiltrators
should not avail our govern-
ment's schemes.”

Kirtania, who is a leader of
the Matua community thatisex-
pected tobe the biggest benefici-
ary of the CAA in Bengal, adds:
“I have already told officers in
my department to conduct a
drive for ration cards. There are
many ration cardsunder names
of dead people or peoplewhoare
notIndians.”

As they grope around in the
dark, Halimasaysshe hasheard
a passport may have been the
answer. “Butwelive fromdayto
day. Why would we ever need a
passport?” she says.

So if they are declared non-
citizens and sent to a detention
centre now, she doesn’t know
what she will do. “We don’t
understand all thislegality... Nor
do we have the money to go to
court.”

Gudiya Rajak, 35

Gudiya, who says she is orig-
inally from Bihar and moved to
West Bengal after marriage to
Raju Rajak, 40, also works as a
domestic help, at Bishnupur in

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

copies of their answer scripts al-
leged that answers had been left
unchecked or partially checked,
or had been inconsistently
evaluated. It was also alleged
that the scans were blurry and
difficult to read, and that sheets
were mismatched — allegedly
leading to examinees being
marked on answers that they
had not written.

Before the chairman and sec-
retary of CBSE were moved out
Tuesday, The Indian Express
had sought theirreactionsonthe
negative feedback submitted by
the participants of the dry run,
but had received no response.

The Indian Express also
reached out to Controller of
Examinations Sanyam Bhard-
wajwith adetailed set of queries
but received no response.

Minutes of a meeting of the
CBSE’s Governing BodyinJune
2025show that the “members (of
the Governing Body) suggested
that the on-screen marking may
beimplemented only after com-
pletion of pilot projects in some
subjects across the various Re-
gional Offices of the Board™.

This was not done. Instead,
the CBSE chose to do the three-
day dryruninJanuary with just
five schools in Delhi.

In a document titled “Know
About On Screen Marking” that
it published after the allegations
started, the Board said ithad up-
dated the system “as per suitabil-
ity of the traditional evaluation
system”, and followed itup with
adryrunin five schools “to che-
ck the feasibility of the system”.

According to the Board,
teachers from Kendriyaand Na-
vodaya Vidyalayas, as well as
state government and private
schools participated in the exer-
cise, and submitted reports on
the suitability of the platform
and recommendations for im-

ment, he denied the entire se-
quence of events duringthe trial.
“I did not tell the police that I
served drink and snacks to
Sahib...I did not tell police that
she was such girl whom I saw
with Rishi sir and to whom I
served cold drinks...I did not
state to police that some girls
used to come in veil and some
used tocome having vermilion.”

In a written submission
given to court, Public Prosecutor
Karmakar has said that disci-
plinary action should be taken
against thedriver sincehewasa
Government employee and had
caused a reversal in an impor-
tant criminal case.

Another blow to the prosecu-
tion case has been the victim’s
husband turning hostile. On
March 12, 2026, he denied that
the victim was ever his wife. “I
have noidearegardingany com-
plaint lodged by anyone...It is
not a fact that the victim is my
wife...I was called by the police
and I put my signatures on 2-3
papers. I put my signature with-
out perusing the documents.”

The husband did notreplyto
messages and calls made by
TheIndian Express.

Jitendra Narain was not
available for comment. S Ajit
Prasad, one of the lawyers de-
fending him in the Port Blair
trial until three months ago, said
that successive key witnesses
turning hostile had “signifi-
cantly weakened” the case of
the prosecution. Prasad said
that due to some “misunder-
standings” with the client, he
had returned the brief.

Narain’s senior lawyer, Deep
Kabir, said, “Since the matter is
sub judice, I will make no
comments ondevelopmentsin
the case.”

South 24 Parganas. Neither the
couplenorRaju’sfather Deepak,
65, figure in the electoral roll of
Bishnupur after the SIR.

Gudiya’s name was also re-
moved in the first draft, after
which she says she submitted all
thatshe was told wasrequired: a
filled Form 6, her Aadhaar card,
PAN card, bank account details
and residential proof. Now the
case of her family isin the tribu-
nals, says the mother of two.

A month after the tribunals
were set up, Gudiya walked to
the Joka building, located 15
minutes from Bishnupur consti-
tuency. But she wasturned away
and asked to wait for a notice
from the tribunals. “I have re-
ceived noupdates.”

Gudiya is confident there is
no question of family’s citizen-
ship coming into question or
them being sent to a detention
centre should the tribunals up-
hold their deletion from theroll.
“I'am an Indian, born in Bihar
and legally residing in Bengal,”
says the 35-year-old. She has
heard about detention camps
coming up in districts. But, Gu-
diya says, “Those are meant for
those who are undocumented,
who have come across the
border. Not for Indian citizens
like me facing technical errors.”
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provement. The “three days in-
tensive activity provided the
Board with a blueprint of what
modifications were needed in
the system,” the CBSE said.

The Board also claimed that
several changes were incorpor-
ated in the system after the dry
run was completed. It said that
“there was no ‘Save’ option avail-
able, which was added at later
stages”, and “the process for
deletion of marks was a little
lengthy, which was altered”.

Italso said that “the issue of
a static IP emerged which was
resolved for later evaluation
purpose” and that “the marks
awarded position was hiding
written text of students, which
was changed”.

The CBSE also said a “differ-
ent colour code for HE (Head
Examiner), AHE (Additional
Head Examiner) and Evaluators
as in traditional evaluation was
brought about”, and that the
“marking scheme linkage with
answer book was done" were
among the changes made.

In a second report to the
Board, participantsin the same
dryrunflagged atleast 36 tech-
nical, operational and evalu-
ationrelated concerns. Some of
the observations flagged in this
report included risks of “blind
or superficial checking” and
warned that the system “does
not provide opportunities for
evaluators to interact, deliber-
ate or arrive at a consensus
while allotting marks, which is
essential for fair and standard-
ized assessment”.

It also stated the absence of
“a mechanism enabling addi-
tional head examiners (AHES)
to return answer scripts to
evaluators when multiple errors
are detected, allowing re-evalu-
ation and corrections before
final submission”.

PNG

connection can be placed by a
customer directly on this portal,

whichwould then need tobe
addressed by the utility serving
that area within a given time-
frame.

Sources indicated that the
centralised portal would help
the government monitor and
keep a tab on CGD entities’ re-
sponse and action on customer
applications on an almost real-
time basis. The move is part of
the government’s effort to facili-
tate migration of LPG con-
sumers — households as well as
commercial users — to PNG
wherever feasible.

LPG hasbeen the worst-im-
pacted segment of the energy
supply disruption due to the ef-
fective closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. India depended on
imports to meet about 60% of
its LPG demand, and 90% of
the imports came from West
Asia via the maritime choke-
point. While India’s natural gas
supplies have alsobeen hitdue
to the West Asia supply dis-
ruption, the situation is signifi-
cantly better than in the case of
LPG. India’s reliance on im-
ports for natural gas is around
50%, and 55-60% of LNG im-
ports come through the Strait
of Hormuz.

C_BSE Chairman

has been appointed the new
CBSE Chairman. A 2001-batch
IAS officer of the AGMUT cadre,
he was serving as Additional
Secretary, Department of Home,
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Varun Bhardwaj has been
named the new CBSE Secretary.
A 2008-batch Indian Informa-
tion Service officer, he was Direc-
tor, Department of Higher Edu-
cation, Ministry of Education.

Outgoing CBSE Chairman
Rahul Singh has been trans-
ferred as Additional Secretary,
Department of Agriculture &
Farmers’ Welfare, in the Minis-
try of Agriculture & Farmers’
Welfare.

Himanshu Gupta, the CBSE
Secretary, has been prema-
turely repatriated to his parent
cadre, the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, on “administrative
grounds” with the condition of
“extended cooling off™.

“He will be eligible for
another Central deputation after
12.12.2030,” the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
order stated.

Official records showed that
Gupta was heading the com-
mittee which recommended
that the work order of a service
provider for digital evaluation
be awarded to Coempt Eduteck
Pvt Ltd, a Hyderabad-based
company.

The CBSE had engaged Co-
empt Eduteck Pvt Ltd for the

Nandalal

the SIR exercise. The couple has
been living in their ancestral
Santiniketan homesince Supra-
buddha retired from Damodar
Valley Corporation in 1996.

“What will I say? I really do
not know why my name was de-
leted. Only those who deleted
my name can give the reason...
I'was called for the hearing, but
given my age, the officers came
to my residence, and the hear-
ing was conducted here. I gave
my 1954 matriculation certifi-
cate from Patha Bhavana at
Visva Bharati and my passport.
Since my passport had expired,
they said it could be accepted. I
told them that since a passport
was issued, it means the Gov-
ernment of India had done
stringent police verification and
had found that I am an Indian
citizen, sotheyissuedit,” Supra-
buddhahad told The Indian Ex-
press, aday after his petition was
heard in the Supreme Court.

In his petition to the Su-
preme Court, Suprabuddhahad
said that despite the lineage of
Nandalal Sen, intimately con-
nected with the constitutional
history of the nation, his name
was deleted from the electoral
rolls. “This is not invoked as a
matter of privilege, but as a re-
flection of the stark disconnect
between constitutional ideals
and administrative reality,
where even the most undis-
puted identity, long-standing
civic participation, and unim-
peachable documentation are
rendered inconsequential,” his
plea stated.

OSM system. Asreported by The
Indian Expressearlier, Coempt’s
performance had been called
into question before. In 2019, the
firm, then known as Globarena
Technologies Private Limited,
had figured in a similar evalu-
ation row in the state board
exam in Telangana.

This year was the first time
that the fully digital evaluation
system was used by CBSE for
the Class 12 results. The contro-
versy emerged after students
who sought access to the
scanned copies of their answer
books flagged blurred answer
sheets, missing pages, and, in
some cases, that answer book of
other students was showing up
as theirs.

Meanwhile, the CBSE
opened its online portal for
verification ofissues observed in
scanned copies of answer books
and re-evaluation of answers.

“The portal for applying for
verification of issues observed
in supplied scanned copy of
answer book and re-evaluation
of answers has been made live
on June 2, 2026. Students can
avail the facility of verification
ofissue(s) observed in supplied
scanned copy of answer book,
if any, and re-evaluation of
answer(s) if not satisfied with
the evaluation,” the Board said.
The portal will remain open
from June 2 to June 6 (mid-
night), it said.

The Supreme Court later or-
dered him to approach the
special tribunals for hearingthe
SIR deletion case.

Just before the first phase of
polling for the West Bengal As-
sembly elections on April 23 this
year, the tribunal had ordered
his name to be included in the
voters’list. However, on the day
of the voting, booth officials
turned him and his wife away.
After escalating the issue to the
district magistrate and Election
Commission officials, the
couple was successfully es-
corted to the booth to cast their
votes.

That was the last time he ex-
ercised his franchise.

“Idonotfeelbad thatIwon’t
be able to vote this time, but I
just have to take it in stride that
the two parties fighting led to
the deletion of our names,” he
had said after his name was de-
leted.

Suprabuddha was the son of
Jamuna Sen, the youngest
daughter of Nandalal Bose, one
of the pioneers of Indian art.
Nandalal Bose served for many
years as the principal of Kala
Bhavana. Heis celebrated for his
role in illustrating the original
manuscript of the Indian Con-
stitution and for his iconic lino-
cut of Mahatma Gandhi during
the Dandi March.

Moreover, Kshitimohan Sen,
the grandfather-in-law of Nobel
laureate economist Amartya
Sen, was Suprabuddha’s ma-
ternal uncle by marriage. Their
ancestral home in Santiniketan
stood next to Amartya Sen’s
house. After completing higher
education in Kolkata, Suprabud-
dhaworked at DVC for 33 years.

Mamataback on the streets

Vowing to defeat the BJP,
the TMC supremo said all the
“anti-BJP parties” would soon
formulate a country-wide op-
position programme. "Very
soon, all anti-BJP parties will
meet in Delhi,” she said, refer-
ring to the INDIA bloc’s June 8
meeting. “Ishare good relations
with all political parties except
the BJP. However, I have also
stood by those BJP members
who asked for help.... Jiyeenge
toh BJP ko hataake jayenge (IfT
remain alive, I will ensure the
defeat of the BJP),” she said.

Earlier in the day, she left
her Kalighat residence around
2 pm and reached Red Road,
where she garlanded the statue
of BR Ambedkar. She was ac-
companied by party leaders
Madan Mitra, Kunal Ghosh, Ka-
lyan Banerjee, Dola Sen, and
Ashima Patra. From there, she
headed straight to the TMC
dharna manch at Y-Channel,
where police were on high alert.

Hitting out at the BJP gov-
ernment, as well as the police,
for denying permission to pro-
test at the adjacent Rani Rash-
moni Avenue, she said, "They
didn't allow us at Rani Rash-
monibecause they are scared.”

According to senior TMC
leaders, the police sent an email
at12.30 amon Tuesday inform-
ing the party that permission
would be granted only for the
Y-Channel venue, which
required a fresh application.

"Traitors use thatroad (Rani

Kolkata

Rashmoni Avenue). The Lat
Saheb (Governor) lives there. I
will also see if any program is
allowed on Rani Rashmoni Av-
enue in the future. If per-
mission is granted there later, I
willgoto court,” the former CM
said.

“We were not allowed touse
microphones for our protest
here. But they cannot stop me
this way. Iwill sit down and pro-
test whereverIcan,” sheadded.

Referring to post-poll viol-
ence in the state, she said,
“Elections were held in five
states along with West Bengal.
Why is Bengal the only state
seeing such political violence
and atrocities?”

Speaking using a mega-
phone asthe police had denied
permission to use loud-
speakers, Mamata referred to
themob attackon TMC MPand
nephew, Abhishek Banerjee, in
Sonarpur in South 24 Parganas
last weekend.

“Abhishek visited just two
places, and they (BJP) got
scared. They went to attack
him. Iwill visit every place, and
I won't give any prior notice...
Hit me if you want to hit me.
ButaslongasIhave my voice,I
will notbow my head,” she said,
alleging that the BJP "rigged"
counting in 177 of the 294 As-
sembly seats to win the elec-
tions.

Asserting that she would
not abandon TMC workers in
"these difficult times", she said,

“Itook an oath after garlanding
Mahatma Gandhi’s statue that
as long as these atrocities con-
tinue, Iwill fight back. Karange
yamarange (do or die).”

Atone point, shelashed out
at the police for allegedly not
allowing TMC supporters to
enter the Y-Channel area. "Let
those who are coming enter.
Otherwise, Lalbazar (the head-
quarters of Kolkata Police) will
be gheraoed. Nabanna (the
state secretariat) will be ghe-
raoed. Every police station will
be gheraoed,” she warned

However, immediately
after, she added, "I am not
blaming the police. They are
not at fault. I have also been in
the administration. They listen
to the 'chair'. They do what the
'chair' commands."

The protest was marked by
intermittent chaos, with TMC
workers shouting slogans amid
the former chief minister's
speech.

Later, Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari asserted that a
handful of TMC leaders turned
up at party supremo Mamata
Banerjee's dharna in Kolkata
over alleged post-poll attacks on
itsleaders. Adhikari was speak-
ing to reporters after offering
prayers at the famed Tarakes-
war temple in Hooghly district.
"Only three MPs and six MLAS
turned up at MamataBanerjee's
protest dharnad€| The TMC's
condition is now pathetic. It re-
sembles that of Falta," he said.
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SPECIAL INTENSIVE REVISION OF ELECTORAL ROLL

Gherao of judicial

officials: 31 named
in NIA chargesheet

Express News Service
Kolkata, June 2

A TOTAL of 31 persons have
been named in a chargesheet
filed by the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) in four sep-
arate cases in connection with
the road blockades and illegal
detention ofjudicial officers en-
gaged in the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) exercise of elec-
toral rolls carried out in Malda
district ahead of the Assembly
elections in the state, officers
said on Tuesday.

According to officers, the
chargesheet has been filed be-
fore the NIA Special Court, Kol-
kata based on various digital,
documentary and oral evi-
dence, as well as examination
of several witnesses to the inci-
dents that rocked the region
ahead of the state assembly
polls held in April.

The accused have been
charged underrelevantsections
of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

(BNS),2023, National Highways
Act, 1956, and West Bengal
Maintenance of Public Order
(WBMPO) Act, 1972.

According to the NIA, spe-
cificroles played by each of the
accused have been detailed in
the chargesheet, which clearly
establish their involvement in
the road blockades and illegal
detention/restraint of judicial
officers engaged in the SIR ex-
ercise at various locations in
Malda district.

The Central agency had
taken over the investigation in
the cases following the Su-
preme Court’s SU0 motu cogni-
zance and directive. The top
court had also slammed the
West Bengal administration
over the violence against judi-
cial officers deputed in Malda.

The NIA in a statement
noted that its probe had found
out that "the accused had, in a
coordinated manner, partici-
pated in unlawful assemblies,
blocked public roads, ob-

structed the movement of gov-
ernment officials, and wrong-
fully restrained judicial officers
engaged in the SIR exercise."

“Their (accused) actions
had interfered with the con-
duct of the statutory electoral
exercise and discharge of offi-
cial duties by public servants.
The accused had also dis-
rupted thelaw and order in the
region with their unlawful ac-
tivities, it has been clearly es-
tablished by NIA in its charge-
sheets,” added the statement.

Further, NIA stated that it is
continuing with its “investiga-
tion to identify, trace and pros-
ecute other abscondingaccused
and suspects involved in the
conspiracy and the unlawful ac-
tions that had violated constitu-
tional and statutory processes
and disturbed publiclife.”

The case was shifted to the
central agency amid rising con-
cerns over institutional intimi-
dation and political mobilisation
during poll-preparedness phase.

Temple visit

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari at Taraknath Templein
Tarakeswar, in Hooghly district on Tuesday. He chaired an
administrative review meeting where he discussed issues ranging
from the development of Tarakeswar temple and preparations for
the upcoming Sravani Mela to flood management, officials said.
Adhikari said a decision was also taken to appoint Additional
District Magistrate Anuj Pratap as the administrator of Tarakeswar
Development Trust Board to ensure smooth execution of
developmental and festival-related works. PTI

For accountability, biometric attendance must in offices: Paul

Press Trust of India
Kolkata,June 2

WEST BENGAL Urban Devel-
opment and Municipal Affairs
Minister Agnimitra Paul on
Tuesday said the state govern-
ment would introduce biomet-
ric attendance systems in all
government offices to ensure
greater accountability among
employees.

The minister made the an-
nouncement while inspecting
drainage and desiltation work

along the Churial canal in the
city. “Every individual must be
accountable for the work he or
she is entrusted with. Em-
ployees must report tothe office
on time and leave according to
prescribed norms. Biometric at-
tendance will be introduced in
every government office,” Paul
told reporters.

The minister said the sys-
tem would also be extended to
sanitation workers engaged
under various municipal pro-
grammes.
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"There will be a biometric
mechanism for sanitation
workers aswell. They will carry

identification cards, and their
presence at designated loca-
tions will be verified through
geotagging. Public money pays
our salaries, and that money
comes from taxpayers. There-
fore, we have a responsibility
towards the people," she said.
Paul also announced that
the government would take a
stricter stand against the indis-
criminate dumping of garbage
on roads and public spaces.
"The public has to become
more conscious about waste

disposal. We will give people
three months to adapt. From
September, penalties will be
imposed on those found violat-
ingthe rules. If awareness does
not work, fines will," she said.
The minister urged resi-
dents to segregate waste at
source by using separate bins
for different categories of gar-
bage. She warned that sanita-
tion workers may refuse to col-
lect household waste if it is not
segregated in line with
municipal guidelines.

THE NEWSMAKER

f Lawyer, and minister at 32:

Whois Biraj Biswas

Lists priorities for
his constituency:
‘Healthcare, law
and order,
education & infra’

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata , June 2

AT 32, Biraj Biswas became the
youngest person inducted into
West Bengal Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari's Council of
Ministers. Biswas was among
the 35 new ministers sworn in
by Governor R N Ravi atthe Lok
Bhavan on Monday.

Hewaselected as MLA from
the Karandighi constituency in
North Bengal’s Uttar Dinajpur
district after defeating Trina-
mool Congress candidate Gau-
tam Pal by a margin of nearly
20,000 votes in the April as-
sembly elections.

Biswas started his political
journey with the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), the
student wing of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).
From there, he rose steadily
through the ranks of ABVP, first
serving as its state secretary be-
foreeventuallybeingelevated to
the post of all-India secretary.

Reflecting on his new role,
Biswas speaking to The Indian
Express on Tuesday, said, “Itis
a huge responsibility to serve
the people of this state and es-
pecially my constituency. The
CM has faith in me and I am
very grateful for it. I have al-
ready decided to concentrate
on four main aspects for my
constituency: healthcare, law
and order, education and infra-
structure.”

Biraj Biswas began his political career with ABVP as a student leader.

Amid concerns over mon-
soon preparedness across the
state, Biswas noted, “As mon-
soons are approaching, steps
are already being taken by the
concerned department. Last
week, meetings took place to
assess monsoon preparedness
. My concern is that dredging
needs to be done on the rivers
that are in my constituency.
With respect to roads, I am cal-
ling the contractors and asking
them to finish the pavement."

Touching upon his family's
response to his induction as a
Minister of State, Biswas said,
“My mother is very happy re-
garding the responsibility given
tome.”

His mother, Bina Biswas,
told PTI, "I am proud to have
given birth to such a son...his
dream has come true,and Iam
very happy."Recalling his early
fascination with publiclife, she
said, "He would always say that
he would continue his studies
seriously but remain active in
politics and one day become a
minister. It was his dream.

In addition to his political
career, Biswas is also a practis-
inglawyer at the Calcutta High
Court.

He first stepped into the
political spotlight back in Sep-
tember 2018 for his involve-
ment in the protests following
the killing of two students dur-
ingalleged firing and bombing
incidents at Daribhit High
School in Islampur. The clash
with police forces had occurred
while students were protesting
the appointment of Urdu and
Sanskrit teachers over other,
more critically needed subjects.

Onabroader scale, Biswas's
induction as a Minister high-
lights a major regional shift.
Aside from him, nine other
ministers hail from North Ben-
gal, significantly increasing the
region's overall representation
in the BJP government.

The ministers from North
Bengal sworn in as Cabinet
Ministers included Gouri San-
kar Ghosh, Deepak Barman,
Manoj Oraon, and Nisith Pra-
manik. Meanwhile, five legisla-
tors from the region were in-
ducted as Ministers of State:
Juyel Murmu, Anandamay
Barman, Bishal Lama, Koushik
Chowdhury, and Biswas him-
self. Malati Rava Roy, who also
hails from North Bengal, took
the oath as a Ministers of State.

31.03.2026 31.03.2025 31.03.2026 31.03.2025 31.03.2026 31.03.2025 31.03.2026 31.03.2025
44,007 41,154 8,392 6,701 1,97,221  1,87,616 84,030 83,224
(ZinCrores) (TinCrores) (TinCrores)  (TinCrores) (TinCrores)  (TinCrores) (ZinCrores)  (TinCrores)
AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31T MARCH, 2026
REVENUE ACCOUNT | Z in Lakhs | [PROFIT AND LOSS Z in Lakhs
Particulars For the Year Ended 31.03.2026 For the Year Ended 31.03.2025 S Particulars For the Year ended
Fire Misc Marine Life Fire Misc Marine Life No 31.03.2026 | 31.03.2025
Premiums earned (Net) 11,86,649| 24,26,857| 96,745| 2,27,584| 11,33,478| 21,59,070| 1,13,156| 2,07,323|| 1 |Operating Profit/(Loss)
Profit/(loss)on sale/redemption of Investments 1,00,446| 1,49,642| 10323  9,851| 1,04,554| 1,554,577 12,972| 7,494 (@) Fire Insurance 3,16,138 1,89,607
Interest, Dividend & Rent - Gross* (Note 1) 2,119,665 3,27,251| 22,575| 21,543| 2,21,299| 3,27,178 27,458| 15,863 || (b) Mgrine Insurance 43,585 (3,942)
Forex Gain/( Loss) 30,861 50,140 3,447| 6,483 5,244 7,719 646 750! (c) Miscellaneous Insurance 3,05,599 3,48,546
Total (A) 15,37,621| 29,53,890 1,33,089| 2,65,461| 14,64,575| 26,48,544] 1,54,232| 2,31,430. (d) Life Insurance (54,250) (58,170)
Claims Incurred (Net) 8,76,124| 21,09,142| 67,724] 3,09,776] 9,64,126] 18,03,478] 1,237,360| 2,90,405 | .2_|Income from Investments
Commission (Ne) 298,117| 4,80651| 16,056 2379 278562 437,498 19.737| 1,457]| (g) 'Ig‘te][‘:st D"’l'de?? & Rf”t 'tGrOSS ?ggggg %12;?
Operating Expenses related to Insurance Business 12,116 24,543 882| 1,785| 11,213] 20,296 677| 1,500]1 {b)Brofil.on-sale.of-nvestments 2%, A%
Premium Deficienc i : T 5771 : : [ (3.762) | |- Yher Income:
y ’ 1 22) 1™ (a) Forex Gain/( Loss) 46,730 6,549
Total (B) 11,86,357 | 26,14,336| 84,662| 3,19,711| 12,53,901 | 22,61,272| 1,57,774| 2,89,600 | (b) Profit on sale of Assets (Nef) - =
Operating Profit / (Loss) from Business C = (A-B) 3,51,264| 3,39,554| 48,428| (54,250)| 2,10,674| 3,87,272] (3,542)| (58,170) | (c) Interest on Income Tax Refund i 208
APPROPRIATIONS [ (d) (Provision) / Reversal of Doubtful Loans & Investment 1,004 11,319
Transfer to Shareholders’ Account 3,16,138| 3,05,599| 43,585| (54,250)| 1,89,607| 3,48,546| (3,542)| (58,170)|] (e) Miscellaneous Receipts 550 452
Transfer to Catastrophe Reserve 35,126 33,955 4,843 - 21,067 38,726 - - Total (A) 11,07,983 9,00,825
Total (C) 3,51,264| 3,39,554| 48,428| (54,250)| 2,10,674| 3,87,272] (3,542)| (58,170)|| 4 |Provision(Other Than Taxation)
BALANCE SHEET Z in Lakhs | (a) Diminution in the value of investments 1,668 6,372
Bt Full Year Ended | (b) Provision/(reversal) for Doubtful Debts 10,855 9,447
Particulars 31.03.2026 31.03.2025 . (c) Amortisation of premium on Investments 2,026 1,664
SOURCES OF FUNDS | 5 |Other Expenses :
Share Capital 87720 87 7201l (a) Expenses other than those related to Insurance Business
: : ; (Profit)/Loss on sale of Assets (Net) 50 36
E;fﬁ/r?‘]’l‘f; ?lcnhdar?uépxlxljciount 52,86,131 43,92,732 =71 Bad Debts Written off/(back) (Nt (13) 44
Shareholdgrs Fund 1176461 1587 790|i (c) Expenses towards CSR Activities 13,578 10,586
. : deed TN - (d) Others: Interest on Income/Goods & Service Tax 493 112
Policyholders Fund 21,56,368 27,29,991 | Total (8) 28.657 94261
T il i 86,46,680 84,92,233 | [Profit Before Tax 10,79,325|  8,76,564
Investments- Shareholders 48,68,376 44.72,858 ' Provision for Taxation
. Current Tax 2,70,543 2,07,054
Investments- Policyholders 92,24,457 93,34,516 |} Deferred Tax (34.906) (882)
Il H
lﬁi?(?arc]jSAssets ;Sg;g ;ggi? il Provision for Tax in respect of earlier years 4,470 256
Deferred Tax Asset 104300 60,333} rofit After Tax 8,39,218|  6,70,136
Current Assets: -1k Appropr!atlopg ——
Cash and Bank Balances 27,79,122 24,63,755 ! Eg; E;Z;E\ﬂg’éﬂznda?g'd during the year 7757 46 757 46
Advances and Other Assets 27,03,582 23,77,842 | () Dividend distrigution o —— —
A — Sub-Total (A) 54,82,701 48,41 ,59;11 (d) Transfer to General Reserve 4 ;
Current Liabifiies 89 88687 8393306 i Balance of Profit brought forward from last year 22,26,862 17,32,166
T 20’86,725 19’ 46’031 Balance carried forward to Balance Sheet 28,90,640 22,26,862
Sub-Total (B) 110.75.412 102,60 341 i E.lasu: and Diluted EPS 47.84 38.20
Net Current Assets (C)=(A-B) (55,92,708) (54,27,743)| Notes:
Miscellaneous Expenditure 2 -1 1. The Public disclosure is made in accordance with the IRDAI Circular No. IRDA/F&A/CIR/
TN T Total 86,46,680 84,92233)  \150/256/09/2024 dated 30" September 2021 on Public Disclosure by Insurers.
FEV ANALYTICAL FATIO FOR NON LIFE COMPANIES £ ear Ended 2. Analytical Ratios have been worked out as per definition of IRDA vide their Master Circular on
ull Year Ende - .
Actuarial, Finance and Investment Functions of Insurers dated 17" May, 2024.
S No Particulars 31.03.2026 31.03.2025 o . . . 4 _
1 'Gross Premium Growth Rate 6.93 10.70 3. The above financial results have been audited by the Joint Auditors of the Corporation and
2 | Gross Premium to Shareholder's fund ratio 85.78 95.47 | were also recommended by the Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors in
3 | Growth rate of Shareholder's fund 19.01 14.70 their meeting held on 26/05/2026 in Mumbai.
4 | Net Retention Ratio 92.19 91.96 . .
5 [Net Commission Ratio 19.65] 19.48 For and on behalf of Gene:ral Insura_nce Corporation of India
6 Expenses of Management to Gross Premium Ratio 0.89 0.82 Hitesh Joshi
7 |Combined Ratio 106.02 108.81| Place: Mumbai ED (Additional Charge of CMD)
8 | Technical Reserves to Net Premium Ratio 260.86 259.21 Date: 26/05/2026 DIN:09322218
9 | Underwriting Balance Ratio (4.35) (8.88)
10 | Operating Profit ratio 16.88 12.59
11 | Liquid Assets to Liabilities Ratio 36.06 35.93 . .
12| Net Eaming Ratio 20.69 17.71 General Insurance Corporation of India
13 {Return on Net Worth 21.81 15.55] 9 ﬂTrﬂ'El ¢TIOT m ﬁ1m
14 Available Solvency Margin (ASM) to Required Solvency Margin 4.21 3.70/ ¥ :HT .
15 |NPA Ratio mm—"  “Suraksha”, 170, J.Tata Road, Churchgate, Mumbai — 400 020
16 |Gross NPA Ratio 0.97 113] GIC Re Telephone (Board) +91 022 — 22867000 | Email: info@agicre.in
17 | Net NPA Ratio - B
Visit us at: www.gicre.in CIN: L67200MH1972G0OI016133 & IRDA Registration No: 112
epaper.indianexpress.com
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Mayor-in-council of
KMC.ex-deputy
Speaker resign
amid churnin TMC

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, June 2

FORMER DEPUTY Speakerinthe
previous West Bengal Assembly,
Asish Banerjee, on Tuesday re-
signed from the post of chairman
of TMC's Birbhum district core
committee.

Meanwhile, TMC leader Tarak
Singh on Tuesday also said he re-
signed as the mayor-in-council of
Kolkata Municipal Corporation,
claiming he was unable to perform
his work properly in the sewerage
and drainage department.

Banerjee said he has informed
TMC state president Subrata Bak-
shi about his decision. “Iwill con-
tinue toremain asthe party's gen-
eral member,” the former
Rampurhat MLA said. Banerjee
said he was in consonance with
former Lavpur constituency MLA
Abhijit Sinha, who resigned as a
member of the Birbhum district
core committee, accusingit of not
functioningin accordance with its
political tasks during the assembly
election. Both Banerjee and Sinha
faced defeat in the assembly polls.

Singh is a TMC councillor of
ward number 118 in southwest
Kolkata. “I am not able to com-
plete my mission of freeing Kol-
kata of waterlogging in heavy
rain,” he told reporters. Expressing
his displeasure with a section of
TMCleaders, Singh said that some
statements made by them during
the campaign for the West Bengal
assembly elections should have
been avoided.

Singh had not attended a key
meeting of the TMC’s councillors
called by Mamata Banerjee afterthe
declaration of the results of the
West Bengal assembly polls, which
the BJP won.

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,
SILIGURI
2nd Floor, PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
Summons under sub-section (4) of
section 19 of the Act, read with sub-rule
(2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery
Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 1993
T.0.A. No. 42 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 993 of 2024)
UCO BANK.....Applicant
Vs.
SMT. SAROJ DEVI AGARWALA
PROP. OF MS. SRI BHOMJI RICE MILL
AND ORS. .....Defendants

To
1. Smt. Saroj Devi Agarwala, W/o Bajranglal
Agarwala, Proprietress of M/s Bhomji Rice
Mill, Vill. and P.O. Hetampur, P.S. Dubrajpur,
Dist. Birbhum.
2. Bajangalal Agarwala, Vill. and P.O.
Hetampur, P.S. Dubrajpur, Dist. Birbhum.
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 993 of 2024 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-Il Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said 0.A. No. 993 of
2024 has been transferred and renumbered
in this Tribunal as T.O.A. No. 42 of 2026 due
to change in jurisdiction from DRT-II, Kolkata
to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal practitioner
or through duly authorised officer for further
proceedings/ hearing of the case on
16.06.2026 at 11.00 o’clock or immediately
thereafter, before the Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned, the
application will be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 11.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri|

AMID SPECULATIONS OVER INTERNAL UNREST WITHIN PARTY

‘Maharashtramodel’, talk of ‘secret
mecetings’ add to buzz of TMC split

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, June 2

-
-

‘-—d

Trinamool Congress MLA and spokesperson Kunal Ghosh on
Tuesday fell ill during a day-long dharna of the party in Kolkata,
prompting TMC supremo Mamata Banerjee to attend to him.
Banerjee fanned Ghosh with a paper board as he lay down after
complaining of uneasiness. A doctor who attended to Ghosh
said the TMC MLA from Beleghata was in a stable condition.ani

Messifiasco:
summonsto
Aroop Biswas

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, June 2

THE POLICE on Tuesday is-
sued a summons to former
West Bengal sports minister
Aroop Biswas, askinghimto
appear before its officer over
last year’s "Messi fiasco" at
the Salt Lake stadium.

He was summoned days
after Argentine footballer
Lionel Messi's India Tour or-
ganiser Satadru Dutta, who
had been arrested in connec-
tionwith the incident during
the TMC regime, filed a po-
lice complaint against Bis-
was, over alleged mal-
practices in the distribution
of tickets for the event and
intimidation.

Biswas,aTMCleader, was
asked toappearbeforethein-
vestigating officers of Bidhan-
nagar Dakshin Police Station
on June 5, an officer said.
"The police.... need to ques-
tion Aroop Biswasin connec-
tion with a complaint which
we received tied with the
Messiincident," he told PTIL.

Express News Service
Kolkata, June 2

AFTER THE defeat of their party
in the Assembly elections, TMC
leaders have reportedly started
returning “cut money” to people
under pressure from the resi-
dents and BJP workers.

On Sunday, two TMC
leadersin Pachagarh gram pan-
chayat under the Mathab-
hanga-1block reportedly re-
turned nearly Rs 1.5 lakh to
villagers, which they had col-
lected from them in the pre-
vious government to facilitate
land transactions, house con-
struction, and securing various
government schemes. It is al-
leged that money was col-
lected, especially from BJP
workers and supporters.

“Inever thought Iwould get
my money back,” said Sadhan
Barman, a BJP supporter.

Asperthevillagers, twolocal
TMC leaders — Tapan De and
Babai Roy — had collected over
Rs 85 lakh in the past few years

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,
SILIGURI
2nd Floor, PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
T.0.A. No. 74 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 64 of 2021)
UCO BANK ... Applicant
Vs.
M/S R. G. GOLD AND ORS.
..... Defendants

To
1. M/s R. G. Gold, Office at: Holding No.
720/74/E/13, Near Rampurhat Bus Stand,
P.O. and P.S. Rampurhat, Ward No. 7, Dist.
Birbhum, West Bengal, Pin- 731224
2. Mr. Raihan Ikbal, Residence at Indrapally,
Suri, P.O. and P.S. Suri, Dist. Birbhum, West
Bengal, Pin-731101.
3. Mrs. Kazi Ismat Ara, Residence at
Indrapally, Suri, P.O. and P.S. Suri, Dist.
Birbhum, West Bengal, Pin-731101.
4. Mr. Ashraf Ikbal, Residence at Indrapally,
Suri, P.O. and P.S. Suri, Dist. Birbhum, West
Bengal, Pin-731101.
5. Mr. Sk. Aftab Uddin, Residence at
Puratanline, Suri, P.O. and P.S. Suri, Dist.
Birbhum, West Bengal, Pin-731101.
6. Mrs. Mossammat Safura Bibi, Residence
at Indrapally, Suri, P.O. and P.S. Suri, Dist.
Birbhum, West Bengal, Pin-731101.
7. Mr. Noor Mohammad, Residence at
Salbadra, Mashra, P.O. Mashra, P.S. Suri,
Dist. Birbhum, West Bengal, Pin-731216.
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 64 of 2021 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-ll Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said O.A. No. 64 of
2021 has been transferred and renumbered
in this Tribunal as T.0.A. No. 74 of 2026 due
to change in jurisdiction from DRT-II, Kolkata
to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal practitioner
or through duly authorised officer for further
proceedings/ hearing of the case on
19.06.2026 at 10.30 o’clock or immediately
thereafter, before the Tribunal/ Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned, the
application will be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 22.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,
SILIGURI
Present Address: 2nd Floor,
PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
T.0.A. No. 97 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 170 of 2019)
UCOBANK ... Applicant
Vs.
M/S MAA RATANTI KALIMATA COLD
STORAGE PVT. LTD. AND ORS.
..... Defendants

To
1. M/s Maa Ratanti Kalimata Cold Storage
Pvt., Registered Office: Rabindrapally, P.O.
& P.S. Suri, Dist. Birbhum, Pin - 731101 and
Controlling Unit Office at: Vill. + P.O.
Jougram, P.S. Jamalpur, Dist. Burdwan, Pin -
713166 and Office at: G. T. Road, Memari,
Opposite Sree Durga Cold Storage, P.O.
Memari, Dist. Burdwan, Pin-713101.
2. Kalachand Bose, S/o Bhaktipada Bose,
Residing at G. T. Road, Memari (Opp. LIC
Office), P.O. Memari, P.S. Memari, Dist.
Purba Burdwan, Pin-713146
3. Susmita Bose, Wife of Kalachand Bose,
Residing at G. T. Road, Memari (Opp. LIC
Office), P.O. Memari, P.S. Memari, Dist.
Purba Burdwan, Pin-713146
4. Pratima Rani Bose, Wife of Bhaktipada
Bose, Residing at G. T. Road, Memari (Opp.
LIC Office), P.O. Memari, P.S. Memari, Dist.
Purba Burdwan, Pin-713146
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 170 of 2019 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-ll Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said O.A. No. 170 of
2019 has been transferred and renumbered
in this Tribunal as T.0.A. No. 97 of 2026 due
to change in jurisdiction from DRT-II, Kolkata
to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal practitioner
or through duly authorised officer for further
proceedings/ hearing of the case on
25.06.2026 at 10.30 o’clock or immediately
thereafter, before the Tribunal/ Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned, the
application will be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 25.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

AS TRINAMOOL Congress

(TMC) chairperson Mamata Ba-
nerjee hit the streets of Kolkata
on Tuesday for the first time
since being voted out last
month, the buzz of animpend-
ingsplitin her party hasgained

ground, with the phrase “Ma-
harashtra model” being used
by leaders close to the former

Chief Minister.

This came a day after the
former ruling party in the state
expelled MLAs Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee and Sandipan Saha for
alleging that their signatures

had been forged on a letter en-

dorsing the TMC’s legislature

party leadership. The party has

appointed Sobhabdeb Chatto-

padhyay as the Leader of the

Opposition (LoP) and Nayana

Bandyopadhyay and Ashima
Patra as Deputy LoPs, and Fir-
had Hakim as Chief Whip.
Though the party submitted a

fresh letter to the Speaker’s of-
fice on Tuesday, with a police

probe going on, it has not yet
been accepted.

Therewasabuzzinthecity’s

political circles about meetings
between Ritabrata Banerjee and

several TMC MLAs on Thurs-
day, hours after he was expelled.

MLAs and Mamata loyalists
Kunal Ghosh and Madan Mitra

also alleged that there had been
asecret meeting,

“We have heard they had a
meeting at the MLAS’ hostel

After poll rout, TMC
leaders forced to return
‘cut money’ to villagers

from the villagers as “cut
money”. Suren Barman, vice-
president of the BJP’s Mathab-
hanga No. 4 Mandal, said, “All
the TMC leaders must also re-
turn the money they took from
ordinary people.”

PTI reports: In another
suchincident,aTMC panchayat
member returned Rs 5,000 each
to 45 villagers at Patibunia vil-
lage in Namkhana area of South
24 Parganas district.

Bikas Mondal, one of the af-
fected villagers, said that after
getting the first tranche of the
Awaas Yojana funds of Rs
60,000, he built a part of a
house when he was asked to
pay Rs 5,000 to the panchayat
member, or else the second
tranche would not be trans-
ferred to his bank account.

He claimed that owing to
similar threats, a total of 45 vil-
lagers had paid Rs 5,000 each
for getting the second tranche
of their Awaas Yojana benefit.
“On Sunday,..money was re-
turned to all of us,” he said.

Mamata alleges conspiracy hatched
from Delhi — referring to the central
BJP leadership — to dismantle TMC

and in a private hotel as well.
They are trying to follow the
Maharashtra model,” said
Ghosh, the Beleghata MLA.

Mitra, the Kamarhati legis-
lator, said, “Thave heard a meet-
ing was organised in a private
hotel by some rebel MLAS, but
[ don’t have more details.”

Ritabrata denied any secret
meetings and said he had met
only fellow legislators Rathin
Ghosh and Shiuli Saha. “Tam
not that bigaleader who enjoys
the support of more than 50
MLAs. I never believed in to-
morrow; I have always believed
in the present. I don’t know
what will happen tomorrow,”
he told reporters.

Mamata, meanwhile, al-
leged a conspiracy orchestrated
from Delhi — referring to the
central BJPleadership —todis-
mantle her party. “Our MLAs
are not being allowed to leave
their houses and the police are
asking them to quit TMC and
form a ‘new TMC’ ... Who will
build thisnew TMC? Those who
have been with the party since
the beginning, or those who
won on the party symbol?” she
said, adding attempts to intimi-
date her party would be “foiled”.

The speculation about a rift
in the party comes at a time

when MLAs have been con-
spicuous by their absence in
meetings held in the TMC chief’s
homein Kolkata’s Kalighat area.
“Some of the MLAs are try-
ing to follow the ‘Maharashtra
model’ inwhich Eknath Shinde
of Shiv Sena and Ajit Pawar of
the Nationalist Congress Party
broke away from their parties,
got the rights to use the name
and symbol. These MLAs are
trying to carry out a similar
coup,” said a senior TMCleader.
These splits in the regional
partiesin Maharashtra were en-
gineered by the BJP. To avoid
attracting the anti-defection
law, any breakaway group of
legislators will need to have
two-thirds of 80 MLAs or 53.
While TMC national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee,
the Diamond Harbour MP, sent
afresh letter to the Speaker’s of-
fice on Tuesday endorsing
Chattopadhyay as LoP, Kunal
Ghosh alleged that the letter
had not been accepted. Ghosh
claimed that he and Patra had
gone to the Speaker's office to
submit the letter, but were in-
formed that no communica-
tion from them would be re-
ceived. “Do they want to
conceal objections to be re-
corded for some misdeed?" he

SIGNATURE ‘FORGERY’ ROW

As CID probes, Abhishek sends fresh
letter to Speaker backing party’s LoP

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, June 2

TMC NATIONAL general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee on
Tuesday shot off a fresh letter
to West Bengal Assembly
Speaker Rathindra Bose, reiter-
ating the party'sdecision to ap-
point Sobhandeb Chattopad-
hyay as the Leader of
Opposition (LoP).

The communication added
a fresh twist to the ongoing al-
leged signature forgery case
and an additional intrigue to
speculations on the fallout of
the visible cracks in the Trina-
mool legislative party from
where two MLAS -- Ritrabrata
Banerjee and Sandipan Saha --
were expelled on Monday.

Two TMC MLAs, Kunal
Ghosh and Ashima Patra, at-
tempted to deliver the letter by
hand to the Speaker, but al-
leged that, in the absence of
Bosein his office, his office sec-
retary refused to accept it, stat-

ing he was under verbal in-

AIMPLB demands withdrawal of
BJP govt’s Vande Mataram order:
‘Infringes Muslim student’ rights’

Lalmani Verma
Lucknow, June 2

THE ALL India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB) on
Tuesday said the West Bengal
government'sdecision tomake
recitation of all stanzas of the
national song, Vande Mataram,
compulsory during morning
assemblies in government
schools and government-rec-
ognised madrasas across the
state amounts to a direct in-
fringement upon religious
identity and constitutional
freedoms of Muslim students.
The Board demanded that
the notification be withdrawn
immediately or, at the very
least, exempt Muslim stu-
dents from its application.
AIMPLB spokesperson
SQR Ilyas said compelling any
student to recite a song or text
thatis contraryto hisor herre-
ligious beliefs constitutes a
clear violation of the funda-
mental rights guaranteed
under the Constitution of
India, particularly Articles 19,
25,and 28(3). He said such a di-
rective isinconsistent with the
Supreme Court’s landmark
judgment in Bijoe Emmanuel
vs State of Kerala, wherein the
court categorically held that
no citizen can be compelled to
participate in a national or re-

ligious ceremony in violation
of sincerely held religious or
conscientious beliefs.

Ilyas said the Board con-
siders it necessary to clarify
that certain stanzas of Vande
Mataram contain concepts
that Muslims regard asincon-
sistent with the Islamic doc-
trine of monotheism (Taw-
hid). “Therefore, forcing
Muslim students to recite the
song amounts to a direct in-
fringement upon their relig-
ious identity and constitu-
tional freedoms,” he said,
emphasising that a secular
state must not impose the re-
ligious or cultural traditions of
one community upon
another. He said the AIMPLB
will challenge the Bengal gov-
ernment’s notification in the
appropriate court.

The AIMPLB spokesperson
pointed out that since Indepen-
dence, the government has
never made the recitation of
Vande Mataram compulsoryin
educational institutions. For
this reason, the matter has his-
torically been treated as one of
individual conscience, relig-
ious liberty and personal
choice.

Referringto Article 28(3) of
the Constitution, Ilyas said no
student attending an educa-
tional institution maintained

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

by the state or receiving state
aid can be compelled to par-
ticipate in religious instruc-
tion, worship, or religious ob-
servances without his or her
consent. Consequently, the
West Bengal government’s
decision is not only contrary
to the spirit of the Constitution
but also inconsistent with In-
dia’s secular and democratic
traditions, he said.

The Board appealed to
Muslim students, parents, and
teachers in West Bengal to re-
main aware of their constitu-
tional rights. It also urged
themto seek appropriate legal
remediesifthey are subjected
to any form of coercion to re-
cite Vande Mataram, relying
upon the fundamental rights
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion and the Supreme Court.

The Board also cautioned
the West Bengal government to
respect thereligiousrights, cul-
tural identity and constitu-
tional freedoms of all citizens.

The West Bengal govern-
mentlast month madeit man-
datory formadrasa studentsto
sing Vande Mataram during
morning prayers. The order
came a week after the govern-
ment made singing of six stan-
zas of the national song man-
datory in all schools under the
Department of Education.
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Abhishek Banerjee. FiLE

structions not to receive any
letters from the TMC.

“Till yesterday, the Speaker
was receiving our letters. For
unknown reasons, the office
has stopped accepting them
from today. How can he not re-
ceive an official communica-
tion from two elected MLAS? Is
this a joke? With this attitude,
what kind of custodian of
democracy can this Speaker be-
come?” Ghosh said.

A top source in the party
later said it had emailed the
letter to the Speaker following
the failure to hand over a hard
copy. The letter signed by Ba-

asked.

Since the TMC lost power,
the number of MLAs who have
attended meetings convened
by the leadership has steadily
dwindled. On May 6, two days
after the results were an-
nounced, 71 MLASs were pres-
ent. Almost two weeks later, on
May 19, 65 MLAs were at a
meeting chaired by Mamata
Banerjee. On May 31, only 20
MLAsturned up atameetingat
Mamata Banerjee’s residence.

The following day, Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari
claimed Ritabrata Banerjee and
Sandipan Saha had com-
plained to the Assembly that
their signatures on the TMC
leader had been forged. He also
claimed that MLAs Arup Roy
and Baharul Islam had ad-
mitted to the CID, which is in-
vestigating the matter, that
they had not signed the letter.

Following his expulsion,
Saha said, “The party supports
those who do unethical things.
And it expels those who do ethi-
cal things. We did noteven know
thatasignatureinanattendance
register would be passed off asa
signature on a proposal.”

Ritabrata, whowas a CPI(M)
Rajya Sabha MP before joining
the TMC in 2017, has criticised
the party leadership for not
being ready to accept defeat.
“When we went to the meeting
(on May 6), it was said we have
to give a standing ovation to
Abhishek Banerjee for the re-
sult,” he said.

nerjee, which also endorsed
AshimaPatraand Nayana Ban-
dyopadhyay as deputy LoPs
and Firhad Hakim as chief
whip, requested the Speaker to
recognise the posts “on the
basis of the precedent or prac-
tice of Legislative Assembly,
which is in vogue for decades
together”.

Abhishek drew from the
2001 precedent of then Speaker
Hashim Adul Halim's accept-
ance of Pankaj Banerjee as LoP
followingthe TMC'srecommen-
dation, a practice, he said, that
was followed after the 2006,
2011, 2016 and 2021 state elec-
tions. “In 2021, the BJP recom-
mended the name of Shri Su-
vendu Adhikari, as Leader of
Opposition, which was ac-
cepted by the then Hon’ble
Speaker,” Banerjee wrote.

Senior BJP minister Tapas
Roy questioned the legality of
theletter on the grounds that it
carried no supporting signa-
tures from the elected TMC
MLAs.

Abhishek’s Kolkata house.riLe

Abhishek’s
parents move
HC against
KMC noticeon
‘unauthorised
construction’

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, June 2

TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee’s
parents have approached the
Calcutta High Court, seekingto
quash a notice issued by the
KMC over alleged unauth-
orised construction at their
residence. The case is listed to
be heard by the vacation bench
of the Calcutta High Court on
Wednesday.

After the new BJP govern-
ment cameto power inthe state,
the KMC in May served notices
on 17 properties owned or co-
owned by Abhishek Banerjee in
areas within itsjurisdiction.

On Monday, Abhishek’s
father, Amit, and mother, Lata,
filed a petition in the Calcutta
High Court challenging the no-
tice. As per sources, the plea
states that their residence at 29-
C, Harish Chatterjee Street, was
legally constructed. It adds that
despite being an authorised
structure, the KMC had issued a
notice alleging illegal construc-
tion. The KMC notices were is-
sued under section 400(1) of
the KMC Act, 1980, which
allows owners of alleged illegal
constructions an opportunity
to appear before civic author-
ities and present their case.

Copies of the notices had
been pasted on the walls of
such properties. Two resi-
dences of the Diamond Har-
bour MP—one at 188A, Harish
Mukherjee Road, and the other
at 121, Kalighat Road—were
also under the KMC scanner.

Regarding the property at
Harish Mukherjee Road, a no-
tice was served to Leaps &
Bounds Private Limited, re-
portedly owned by the Baner-
jee family. In the case of the
property at Kalighat Road, the
notice was served to Abhishek’s
mother, Lata. Later, KMC
sources said, Abhishek Baner-
jee sought two weeks to re-
spond to the notices.

The new BJP governmentin
the state hasbecome highly pro-
active against illegal construc-
tions. Severalillegally built struc-
tures across Tangra, Topsia,
Kasba, and Beleghatahave been
demolished by bulldozers.

Former chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee had expressed
displeasure over the issuance of
these notices during a meeting
with KMC—the civic body is
controlled by the TMC—coun-
cillors. At the time, Mayor Fir-
had Hakim had said that he
was unaware of the matter.

‘Only source of income’: Fear of
eviction trigger unease in Kolkata’s
famed College Street book market

Antoreep Das &
Subhosree Modak
Kolkata, June2

A CLOUD of deep uncertainty
has gripped College Street, the
heart of Kolkata'sbook trade, as
widespread rumours of an im-
pending eviction drive target-
ing roadside book stalls spread
through the area. Coming on
the heels of a broader urban
cleanup initiative by the new
BJP government, the sudden
panic has left hundreds of
pavement booksellers fearing
loss of their livelihoods.

Even as Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC) authorities
denyissuingany official eviction
orders, the anxiety on the
ground remained palpable. Ten-
sion escalated followingreports
of verbal warnings to vendors di-
recting them to clear the foot-
paths on Bankim Chatterjee
Street. Though no formal
written notices orderingeviction
havebeenissued, many vendors
have already begun downsizing
their displays out of fear.

For the pavement book-
sellers who form the backbone
of Boi Para (book-mart), the
threat of eviction comesatanal-
ready precarious time. A sharp
decline in footfall has left many
struggling to get by, making the
current climate of fear more

Kolkata
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At College Street in Kolkata. FiLE

worrisome. “I am just a small
roadside bookseller. Watching
stall ownersbeingevicted isup-
setting. This stall is our main
and only source of income,”
said Samir Halder, who hassold
booksin the area for forty years.

Indrani Dey, whose family
bookstore has been around in
College Street for nearly thirty
years, highlighted that sales
have dropped since vendors
were told to downsize their dis-
plays. “An entire family relies
on this,” she said.

Beyond the fear of eviction,
booksellers also point to a
deeper structural crisis that has
been eroding their business for
years. The traditional market is
shrinking, driven by a cultural
shift from Bengali-medium
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state schools to private English-
medium institutions.

Meanwhile, owners of gov-
ernment-approved permanent
shops remain largely uncon-
cerned, with some viewing the
potential cleanup asanecessary
measure to reclaim pedestrian
footpaths.

For the students and pa-
trons who frequent the area,
however, the pavement stalls
areinseparable from the ident-
ity of the place. “Many who sit
on the footpath of stalls nearby
use the space to display more
books. If they are removed, Col-
lege Street will lose what makes
it special,” said Uditi Biswas, a
zoology student.

(Thewritersareinterns with
The Indian Express)
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SC appoints high-powered pancl
toreview Aravalli definition report

Jay Mazoomdaar
New Delhi, June 2

THE SUPREME Court on
Tuesday constituted a High-
Powered Committee (HPC)
under Kanchan Devi, Director
General, Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Educa-
tion (ICFRE), to obtain a “fair,
impartial and independent”
opinion and “resolve critical
ambiguities” in the report on
the definition of the Aravalli
hills submitted last October by
apanel headed by the Environ-
ment Secretary.

The HPC has been asked to
submit its comprehensive
report by August 31.

ICFRE is an autonomous
council under the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, and is regis-
tered as a society with the
MOoEF Minister asits President.

Kanchan Devi, a1991-batch
Indian Forest Service officer, re-
portstothe ICFRE Board of Gov-
ernors headed by the Environ-
ment Secretary. The High
Powered Committee will review
the October 2025 report of the
earlier Aravalli panel, which was
chaired by the MoEF Secretary.

Other than Kanchan Devi
who will be the ex-officio chair-

person, the HPC announced
on Tuesday has four members
— Dr Subhash Ashutosh,
former Director General of the
Forest Survey of India; Dr Ra-
jendra Kumar Sharma, former
Director of the Geological Sur-
vey of India; Brij Mohan Singh
Rathore, former Joint Secre-
tary in the Environment Min-
istry; and Prof Ashok K Bhatna-
gar, former head of the
Department of Botany at Delhi
University.

The SC also named two
special invitees — Prof Jagdish
Krishnaswamy of the Indian In-
stitute for Human Settlements,
Bengaluru, and Prof Laxmikant
Sharma of the Central Univer-
sity of Haryana — who will be
“associated from timetotime by
the chairperson” of the HPC.

The Environment Ministry
will nominate an officer of the
rank of director as The HPC's
member secretary.

In the past, high powered
committees have often been
chaired by independent ex-
perts like Dr Madhav Gadgil
(Western Ghats), Dr Ravi Cho-
pra (Char Dham Project) and
Prof MGK Menon (hazardous
waste).

“It is customary that a high
powered committee is headed

Corporator booked for
sheltering Nida named
AIMIM ex-MP: Police in

chargesheet on TCS case

Jaleel says he never denied meeting
Nida’s family, ready to face any inquiry

Zeeshan Shaikh
Mumbai, June 2

THE FIRST chargesheet in the
case of alleged sexual harassm-
ent and religious conversion in-
volving Nashik TCS office makes
areference to former AIMIM MP
ImtiazJaleel in the context of the
search for accused Nida Khan,
while she was “absconding”.

As per the chargesheet,
AIMIM corporator Matin Patel,
booked for allegedly sheltering
Nida, repeatedly referred to Ja-
leel when he was questioned
about her whereabouts.

On May 22, the Nashik po-
lice filed the 3,500-page charge-
sheet in the first of nine FIRs
registered in connection with
the case. The first FIR, regis-
tered at Deolali Camp Police
Station, was filed under charges
of rape, hurting religious senti-
ments, as well as under the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atroc-
ities) Act. It named TCS em-
ployees Danish Shaikh, Tausif
Attar and Nida Khan, apart
from Matin Patel.

According to the charge-
sheet, the probe showed that
Patel provided refuge to Nida
despite knowing that her an-
ticipatory bail pleahad been re-
jected by aNashik court. “While
the search for accused Nida
Ejaz Khan was in progress, it
was revealed through confi-
dential information and tech-
nical analysis that Matin Majid
Patel had provided shelter to

the accused to help her evade
arrest,” the chargesheet states.

The document says that
when Patel was summoned to
the Crime Branch office in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
and questioned about Nida’s
whereabouts, he repeatedly re-
sponded: “Imtiyaz Jalil Sahib
ko poochna padega (We will
have to ask Imtiaz Jaleel
Sahib).”

The chargesheet adds that
after sustained questioning,
Patel finally led police to where
Nida and her family had alleg-
edlybeensheltered, and thatin
theraid in the Naregaon-Kausar
CIDCO area of Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Nida, her par-
ents, brother and aunt were
found. Nidawastaken into cus-
tody and handed over to the
Nashik Police Special Investiga-
tion Team. Subsequently, the
civic authorities demolished
the house where Nida was alleg-
edly found, along with two
other properties linked to Matin
Patel. One of the premises was
later found to be owned by
Hanif Khan, who said he had
givenitto Patel touse. Haniftoo
was later booked in the case and
questioned by the Nashik po-
lice. So far, police have not is-
sued any notice to Jaleel or
sought to question him in the
investigation. However, his
mention in the chargesheet
comesatatime when ShivSena
minister Sanjay Shirsat has
been alleging Jaleel’s role.

CHANGES IN IMMIGRATION RULES
Foreigners on visaup to 180 days
havetoregister before period expiry

Express News Service
New Delhi, June2

THE UNION Home Ministry
hasnotified changesin the Im-
migration and Foreigners
Rules, 2025, making it manda-
tory for foreigners coming to
India on a visa for 180 days or
less to register themselves any
time before the expiry of the
said period in case they want to
extend their visit.

The new provision, notified
on Monday, will replace the
previous rule that required the
registration to be done within
14 days after the expiry of 180
days of arrival in India.

The foreigners on a visa for
more than 180 days with a
stipulation that each stay shall
not exceed 180 days and who
wish to stay in India beyond
that period on any single occa-
sionorinthe aggregateinacal-
endar year shall have to register
anytime before the expiry of
180 days. The new rule has
madeitclear that such registra-
tion will now be granted “only

The new provision
willreplacethe
previousrulethat
requiredthe
registrationto be
donewithin 14 days

in emergent circumstances”.

It also provides slight relief
to children born to either or
both foreigner parents. The
previous rules stipulated that
upon the birth of the child in
such cases, the parents had to
electronically intimate the reg-
istration officer within 30 days
for availing visa services, in-
cluding the grant of new visa
and exit permission, on the des-
ignated online portal or the mo-
bile application.

According to the notifica-
tion, this sub-rule shall not
apply in cases wherein either of
the parentsis an Indian citizen
and such parent wishes to re-
tain the Indian citizenship of
the child.

by a person senior in stature
and expertise to those whose
findings are being evaluated,”
said eminent conservation zo-
ologist and tiger expert K Ullas
Karanth.

Conservationist Bittu Sah-
gal, who served in multiple gov-
ernment panels, flagged as
“bad optics” the choice for the
HPC chairperson. “Justice
must not only be done, but
must also be seen to be done,"
he said.

But two newly-appointed
HPC members The Indian Ex-
press spoke said they expected
no conflict with the ministry.
“We are supposed totake anin-
dependent look at the defini-
tion issue and not necessarily
review the ministry’s report,”
said one of them. “The man-
date is to evaluate the defini-
tion scientifically and good
science leaves no room for
opinions,” said the other.

Aseries of investigations by
The Indian Express during No-
vember-December 2025 re-
ported that a SC-appointed
committee headed by the En-
vironment Secretary ignored
the Forest Survey of India’s
(FSI) warning that a100-metre
height threshold would ex-
clude nearly 90 per cent of Ara-

valli hills, overlooked objec-
tions raised by the Central Em-
powered Committee (CEC),
and disregarded the SC’s own
rejection of the 100-metre
benchmarkin 2010.

Subsequently, the SC’s ami-
cuscuriaein the Aravalli defini-
tion case also informed the
courtinwriting that the October
2025 report had “completely
suppressed” the views of the FSI
while recommending a 100-
metre definition for the hills.

On December 29, the SC put
the implementation of the En-
vironment Ministry’s October
2025 report on hold and under-
scored the need for a HPC of
domain experts to undertake a
comprehensive review.

The apex court further ob-
served that “afair, impartial, in-
dependent expert opinion
must be obtained and con-
sidered, after associating all
requisite stakeholders... to re-
solve critical ambiguities and to
provide definitive guidance”
on three key issues:

® Whether restricting the
definition of the Aravalli ranges
to areas within 500 metres be-
tween two or more hills creates
a structural paradox by signifi-
cantly narrowing the geograph-
ical scope of protected territory
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and facilitating the continu-
ation of unregulated mining
and other disruptive activities;

® Whether the Aravalli Hills
with an elevation of 100 meters
and above, constitute a con-
tiguous ecological formation
even when the intervening dis-
tance exceeds the prescribed
500-meter threshold, and
whether regulated mining
would be permissible in these
gaps;

®Whether the assertion that
only 1,048 of Rajasthan’s 12,081
hills meet the 100-metre elev-
ation threshold — thereby
stripping the remaining lower
ranges of environmental pro-
tection —is factually and scien-
tifically accurate; and

®Whether there exists asig-
nificant regulatory lacuna
requiring an exhaustive scien-
tific and geological investiga-
tion.

Subsequently, the apex
court asked the parties to sug-
gest names of experts for the
HPC. At the last hearing on May
25, the government counsel
submitted that four names
common to the lists proposed
by the amicus curiae and the
CEC could be included in the
committee with the DG, ICFRE
as chairperson.

Security personnel at the site after madarsas were sealed in Khoda colony of Ghaziabad on Tuesday. pri

Manesar violence: 3 get bail, court asks
how families survived without wages

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, June 2

STATING THAT demanding a
salary hike to meet rising daily
expenses is “not an offence
itself”, a Gurgaon court has
granted bail to three factory
workers arrested following the
April 9labourunrestin Manesatr.

The court also expressed
grave concern for the workers’
families, observing that it was a
matter of “serious and sensible
thought” as to how their
children survived without wages
while the menlanguished injail.

Additional Sessions Judge
Dr Gagan Geet Kaur passed
three separate bail orders on
May 30 for Shyambir (50), Vivek
Kumar alias Bunty (24), and Raj
Kumar (32).

The Judge observed in each
of the orders: “It is a matter of

It, however, says if the child
acquires citizenship of aforeign
country whilein India at alater
stage, either of the parents shall
intimate the position to the reg-
istration officer within 30 days
of acquiring the citizenship of
the foreign country by the child.

The notification also revises
provisions relating to reporting
requirements and adminis-
trative procedures for every hos-
pital, nursinghome or any other
medical institution providing
medical, lodging or sleeping fa-
cility in their premises.

Lastmonth, the Centre had
notified draft changes to the
Citizenship Rules, 2009 that
would require certain appli-
cants to declare possession or
surrender passports issued by
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh. Before that, the
MHA had notified the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Rules, 2026,
introducing electronic Over-
seas Citizen of India (e-OCI)
cards, fully online applications
and stricter norms on dual
passports for minors.

serious and sensible thought
that how the family, children of
the migrant labour/workers,
whoare confined injail... for par-
ticipating in protest of workers
for raising demand in their
wages/salary, would have sur-
vived without salary/wages”.

The court further noted,
“This is an irony of our system.
Raising demand to increase
their wages/salary by
workers/employees duetorising
pricesof dailyneedsisnotanof-
fenceitself”.

The three were arrested in
connection with the violence
thaterupted on April 9, duringa
protest by workers demanding
higherwagesat Richa Global Ex-
ports Pvt. Ltd at the Industrial
Model Township (IMT) area. The
prosecution alleged that a mob
of 200-250 protesting workers
pelted stones at the company’s

managerial staff and police, set
vehicles on fire, and caused in-
juries.

The charges levelled against
theaccused included rioting, ob-
struction, causing damage to
public and company property,
and attemptto murder, with the
police alleging the workers at-
tacked officials with the “inten-
tion to kill”. While the prosecu-
tion opposed bail citing the
severe nature of the charges, the
court closely examined the spe-
cificroles attributed to the three
men and the lack of substantial
evidence:

The prosecution alleged both
Vivek Kumar and Raj Kumar
were present at the spot, pelted
stones with the intention to Kill
police officials, setagovernment
motorcycle on fire, and were
“captured in video damaging a
government. vehicle”.

‘Mehbooba to Omar, LoP: Time has

come to make a united outreach to PM

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, June 2

FORMER JAMMU and Kashmir
chief minister Mehbooba Mulfti,
who heads the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), haswrittento
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
and the Leader of Opposition
Sunil Sharma, saying that “time
has come to make a united out-
reach” to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah to “prevail upon
them to initiate a sustained dia-
logue with the people of Jammu
& Kashmir”,

The call comes against the
backdrop of significant progress
in talks between the Centre and
representatives from Leh and
Kargil, who are jointly leading
the agitation for statehood and
the Sixth Schedule for Ladakh.

“Recent breakthroughs
achieved by the Leh Apex Body
& Kargil Democratic Alliance
with the Centre offer an impor-
tant lesson — only dialogue can
deliver meaningful outcomes,”

The PDP chief’s call comes
against the backdrop of
progress in talks between the
Centre and representatives
from Leh and Kargil

Mufti wrote to Abdullah.
‘Jammu & Kashmir finds itself
yet again at a crossroads in its
history where the pervasive feel-
ing of despair and disillusion-
ment has gripped the state. It
necessitates a broad consensus
above and across party and par-
tisan lines to pull J&K out of the
current debilitatingstalemate. If
we want to restore the dignity
and security of our people, acon-
structive dialogue with the Gov-

ernment of India is a much
needed imperative”.

She wrote to the CM, “We
have to keep our disagreements
and contrarian views on the
backburner tounite for the com-
mon good and collective wel-
fare. This cannot become a
matter of appropriating political
credit or point scoring. Rather it
mustbecome amoment of unifi-
cation in the largest interest of
the people we all claim to repre-
sent.”

She wrote: “I therefore urge
you as head of state to initiate
the much-needed process of
bringing all parties together
through an official meeting.
This will set the ball rolling for
us to formally reach out to the
central government. Given the
fact that disagreements and
squabbling between regional
parties have been detrimental
to the collective interests of
J&K, a reasonable consensus,
especially post 2019, is the only
solution. If Ladakh could do it,
socanwe.”

The Voice of Hind Rajab to release on June 19

Alaka Sahani
Mumbai, June 2

AWAITING approval of the Cen-
tral Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) for several months,
Tunisian filmmaker Kaouther
Ben Hania's film The Voice of
Hind Rajabis all settoreleasein
Indian theatres on June 19 after

being given an 'A’ certificate.

Commenting on the film's
India release, Ben Hania wrote
on social media: "Hind was a
little girl whose voice should
never have beensilenced. Today,
that voice will travel across
South Asia and be heard by mil-
lions of people." The film will
alsoreleasein Sri LankaonJune
19 and in July it is expected to
haveatheatrical runin Pakistan,

Nepal and Maldives.

The Voice of Hind Rajab,
which was nominated for Best
International Feature Filmatthe
98th Academy Awards as a
Tunisian entry, is about a six-
year-old Palestinian girl who
was killed by Israeli forces in
2024 during the Gaza war. The
film was earlier scheduled to be
released in India on March 6.

Sukhdev Vihar,

contractors of

THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Divn. South Road-1, PWD (GNCTD),
Sukhdev Vihar, Mathura Road, New Delhi-110025.

INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR BIDDERS FOR
e-TENDERING FORMING PART OF BID DOCUMENT
The Executive Engineer, Division South Road-1, (M-441), PWD,
New Delhi-110025
eepwddelhisri@agmail.com) on behalf of the President of India
invites on online Percentage Rate tender from CPWD enlisted
appropriate class & category and
firms/contractors of repute satisfying the set eligibility criteria in

two bid system for the following work:-

(E-Mail 1D:

CENIT No.:- 14{CE/South/PWD/2026-27

EE NIT No.:- 03/EE/PWD/IRMDVSR-V2026-27.

Mame of work:- Improvement of drainage system at #.8. Road under Division
South Road-1 & South East Road-2, PWD, New Dethi, (SH:
Constructon of Precast RCC Box drain at M.B, Road from
Lado Sarai o RUB Put Prahfadpur)

Estimated Cost Rs. 203,99 18,110/

Earnest Money Rs. 3,03,88 161~

Performance Guarantee| 5% of the Estimated Cast pul 1o tenter (ECPT) or Contract
Amaount whichever is higher + APG

Additional Parformance| Amount eqguivakent o the difference between 80% amouni

Guarantee (APG)

and quofad amount. [E.G. [0.8A - quoted Amount) whana A

= ECPT].

Security Deposit 2.5 % of tendered value of the work + Addifional Security
Deposit @ 2.50% of the cost of Precast Drain

Time Allowed 18 [Eighteen] Months

Pre-Bid Conference Digte: O

meating,

BA0E2026 at 4:00 PM

Pre-Bid conference shall be held in the conference room of m
the Ofo Chief Engineer, South (M), Zone, Tth Floor, MSO
Building, New Delhi-110002. Intending bidders may send theer
queries on e-mail at least 3 days belors the scheduled pre-bid

Diate of Submizssion of
tender

22-06-2026 upto 3:00 M,

(Further details can
procurement.delhi.gowv.in

epapertndtanexpres&mm.- =
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Spiritual Bond

WHEN A delegation of Ne-
pal’s Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP) visited the BJP
office in the Capital on
Tuesday, itdidn’t seem like
a foreign group was visiting
the premises under ‘Know
BJP’ programme. To receive
the teamled by RSP chair-
man Rabi Lamichhane, sen-
ior party leaders, including
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, Union Minister and
state BJP chief Harsh Mal-
hotra, MPs Sanjay Jaiswal,
Manoj Tiwari, Bansuri Swa-
raj, Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,
Praveen Khandelwal and
former Delhi BJP chief Vi-
render Sachdevaamong
others, were waiting
outside the office. Asked
about the unusual fanfare
for the visiting delegation, a
BJPleader said: “Being Ram
Bhakts we have to welcome
those who came from Sita
Mata’s native place.”

Renewed Push

DAYS AFTER Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
attended atribal rally
organised by RSS-linked
Janjati Suraksha Manch
and Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram, the VHP on Tues-
day said tribals who have
converted to other religions
should be deprived of all
benefits that accrueto
Scheduled Tribes. VHP
president Alok Kumar de-
manded that the
government should amend
the Presidential Orderin
this context. Notably, this
hasbeen alongstandingde-
mand of the Janjati Surak-
sha Manch, which hasbeen
spearheading a movement
inthisregard intribal belts
of the country. Shah’s pres-
ence inthe May 24 event has
giventhedemanda
renewed push.

Summer Goals

IN VIEW of the severe heat-
wave conditions, Delhi Po-
lice Commissioner Satish
Golchhahas directed all the
district DCPs to treat com-
plaints about water and
power disruptions with ur-
gency. Golchhahas directed
PCR units and local police
to ensure prompt response
to distress calls. Officials
say the move aimsto curb
needless panic, prevent
avoidable escalation and
involvement of local politi-
cal partiesintheseissues.

UP: Fazil Nagar
renamed
Pawagarh

Express News Service
Lucknow, June 2

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on Tues-
day announced that Fazil
Nagar in Kushinagar district
will be renamed Pawagarh in
honor of Jain Tirthankar Lord
Mahavir.

The Kushinagar district ad-
ministration had earlier sent a
proposal for the renaming to
the Chief Minister’s Office. The
proposed name, Pawagarh, is
derived from Pawapuri in
Bihar, arevered Jain pilgrimage
site closely associated with
Lord Mahavir.

Addressing a government
event in Fazil Nagar, Aditya-
nath said, “We have approved
the proposal to rename Fazil
Nagar. It will no longer be
known as Fazil Nagar; instead,
itwill gain a newidentity as Pa-
wagarh. The town will be
named after Lord Mahavir.
Why should we continue to call
it Fazil? People from across the
country and around the world
will visit here, carrying forward
the cultural legacy of Pawagarh.
We should be grateful to our an-
cestors.”

demands Minister Pradhan’s sacking
Student flags ‘anomalies’ before House panel

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 2

ASTHE government transferred
CBSE Chairman Rahul Singh
and Secretary Himanshu Gupta
on Tuesday amid the ongoing
On-Screen Marking row, Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi reiterated his de-
mand for the sacking of Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan and said that the
transfers were not “accountabil-
ity” buta “cover-up”.

Gandhi, who has been vocal
against Pradhan overthe NEET-
UG paperleakand the CBSE row,
said in a post on X: “Officials re-
moved. Minister spared. This
isn’taccountability—it’sacover-
up. Our demand remains the
same today: Dismiss the Educa-
tion Minister and conductanin-
dependent judicial inquiry —
these aren’t some one-month-
old internal file of the Modi gov-
ernment tobebrushed asidejust
like that.” He said that if Prime
Minister Narendra Modi cared
about the 18.5 million CBSE stu-
dents, Pradhan would have been
removed long ago.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge said the transfers
were a “mere eye-wash”. “Modi
ji should immediately sack
DharmendraPradhan. Nothing
less than that would provide a
sense of justiceto18.51akh CBSE
students. ‘Big Breaking’ is not
this whitewashing, the Real
Newsis Pradhan’s continuation
despite all this,” he said in a post
onX.

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 2

SARTHAKSIDHANT, al17-year-
old student from Jharkhand,
who has been impacted by the
CBSE's online marking system,
made a presentation before a
parliamentary committee on
Tuesday onalleged irregularities
inthetendering process for ven-
dor selection for online marking
inthe Class12 exams.

Sarthak, who appeared in
CBSE’s Class 12 examinations
thisyear, presented a seven-page

The CBSE chairman who

AbhinayaHarigovind
New Delhi, June 2

RAHUL SINGH, who was
shunted out Tuesday as CBSE
Chairman inthe wake of glitches
in testing of the Class 12 board
exam papers, had an eventful
two-year tenure on thejob.

From introduction of the
three-language policy, and re-
cently its abrupt extension to
Class 9, tolearningin the mother
tongue at the primary level, to
the On-Screen Marking (OSM)
systemrolled out without a pilot
in the Class 12 board exams this
year, Singh oversaw several
measures — often controversial
—driven by the NEP, 2020.

A 1996-batch IAS officer of
the Bihar cadre, Singh took

copy of his findings before the
Parliamentary panel for Educa-
tion, Women, Children, Youth
and Sports, chaired by Congress
MP Digvijaya Singh.

The meeting was also at-
tended by CBSE Chairman
Rahul Singh, Secretary, School
Education, Sanjay Kumar and
other officials of the Ministry of
Education and the board.

The CBSE is learnt to have
handed over areporttothe com-
mittee members and assured
the MPsthat the glitchesthat ap-
peared on its portal have since

charge of the CBSE in 2024,
moving to the post from the De-
partment of Personnel and
Training.

In Augustlast year, Singh was
given an extension till Novem-
ber 2027 by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet.

Singh took over as head of
the CBSE nearly a year after the
release of the National Curricu-
lum Framework for School
Education, which is based on
the NEP. This framework now
guides the curriculum and
structure of school education
from pre-primary to Class 12,
and Singh oversaw its imple-
mentation in the CBSE,
through the extensive changes
required for the same.

Last year, as part of this, the

beenrectified and students now
have time till June 6 to apply
for re-evaluation of their
answer sheets.

Speaking to reporters after
the panel meeting, Singh con-
firmed that Sarthak madea pres-
entation before the committee
and itwould deliberate ontheis-
sues raised and the responses
submitted by the CBSE.

“Sarthak Siddhanthasmade
his presentation. It is for the
committee to decide (on the
replies given by the CBSE),”
Singh said. “I am only saying

Last year, Rahul Singh was
given an extension until 2027

CBSE issued a circular asking
schools to begin teaching stu-
dentsin the mother tongueora
“familiar regional language”
from pre-primary to Class S.
While it did not make this com-
pulsory, it suggested that the
language of instruction should
ideally be mother tongue, and
if that’s not practical, it can be

that the whole committeeis con-
cerned and will also take intoac-
count whatever can be done in
the interest of the students and
their stance,” he told reporters.

Asked about the timeline for
the committee’s report, Singh
said the process would involve
preparing a draft report and
placing it before the members
for deliberation. “The processis
that we have to prepare a draft;
the basis of that draft will be put
up before the committee and
then the committee has to pre-
pare the report,” he said.

failed the :board test

the state language.

The Board had earlier is-
sued advisory circulars encour-
aging use of the mother tongue,
but this was the first time that
it set atimeline, asking schools
to commence mother tongue-
based instruction from July
2025 onwards.

Both the NEP and National
Curriculum Framework recom-
mend that mother tongue be
usedin primary school, uptothe
age of eight, since childrenlearn
concepts “most rapidly and
deeply in their home
language”. The three-language
policy was announced formally
through therelease ofthe CBSE’s
curriculum in April this year.
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TOPBRASS KEEN ON TIE-UP, SECTIONS OF SECOND, THIRD-RUNG LEADERS HAVE THEIR RESERVATIONS
UP polls looming, why SP and Congress are
bracing for hurdles in sealing seat deal

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, June2

WITH THE Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly elections due in Febru-
ary next year, the Samajwadi
Party (SP) and the Congress, key
constituents of the Opposition
INDIA bloc, have intensified
their effortstoidentify seatsthat
could be shared between them,
even as both the allies concede
that their seat-sharing exercise
is going to be a rocky affair.

While the AICC leadership
has asked its secretaries hand-
ling UP party matterstoidentify
seats it would bargain for in ne-
gotiations with its senior state
ally, SP president Akhilesh
Yadav has also started getting
feedback from his party leaders
from all 75 districts on the seat-
sharingissue.

SPsources said Akhilesh has
asked his senior leaders, MPs
and MLAs to recommend one
seat in their district which the
party may offer to the Congress
at the initial stage of their talks.

Sources said Akhilesh is fi-
nalising a list of 60-80 seats for
the Congress, while also ident-
ifying the SP’s probable candi-
datesforall 403 seatsin the state
keepingin view the contingency
of their talks coming a croppet.

Congress insiders said while
the party would begin negoti-
ations by demanding about 120
seats, it could eventually settle
for around 80 seats as part of an
alignment with the SP.

The run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha polls saw Akhilesh Yadav
questioning the Congress’s credibility. He eventually made peace
with the party after a conversation with Rahul Gandhi. riLe

Top UP Congressleaderstold
TheIndian Expressthat they will
try to “convince” the party high
command to “not ally with the
SP”. “Thisis what the BJP wants
— the Congress and SP coming
together — so they can attack us
onappeasement, SP’s past track
record on law and order and
other issues,” said a senior
leader, who said he would soon
meet Rahul Gandhi to convince
him “not tojoin hands with SP”.

“We don’t mind a post-poll
alliance...but going together in
the polls will be suicidal for us,”
the Congress leader claimed.

Some leaders of both the
parties agree that their alliance
would getaboostiftheyareable
to finalise a seat sharing agree-
mentsoon asitwould give them
aswell astheir candidatesahead

start in preparing the ground in
their seats. However, this pro-
cess is likely to be marked with
hard bargaining and friction
over various issues, which may
complicate and delay it.

While the top brass of the SP
and the Congress are keen to
forge an alliance for the 2027
elections, sections of their sec-
ond or third-rungleadersdonot
seem to be in its favour, fearing
fewer seats for their probable
candidates.

Several SPleadersclaim that
the Congress does not have a
“strong base” in the state.
Countering it, some Congress
leaders maintain that it was be-
cause of the grand old party that
the SP-Congress alliance could
win 43 parliamentary seats of
the state's 80 in the 2024 Lok

Sabha polls. They argue that it
was because of Rahul Gandhi’s
“Save the Constitution” pitch in
2024 which resonated with vari-
ous groups, especially Dalits,
which helped their alliance get
the better of the BJP. The SP
leaders, for their part, cite the
2022 Assembly polls when both
the parties contested separately.
The Congress had then man-
aged towin just two of 403 seats
with just 2.33% vote share.

Therelations between the SP
and the Congress have always
been marked with ups and
downs. In October 2023, thetwo
parties had bitter exchanges,
when UP Congress chief Ajay Rai
called Akhilesh a “chirkut”
(small fry).Ithad started afterthe
Congress declined to give any
seats to the SP in the Madhya
Pradesh elections, forcing the
lattertodeclareitscandidatesin
30 seats.

The run-up to the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls saw Akhilesh ques-
tioning Congress’s credibility.
He finally made peace with the
party after having a conversation
with Rahul Gandhi. The SPlater
sealed a pact with the Congtress,
allotting it 17 seats. A key factor
behind their tie-up was their
understanding that ifthey went
their own ways, the Muslim vote
may splitin the state.

While their seat-sharing talks
have yet tobegin, some Congress
leaders have already struck dis-
cordant notes, upsetting Akhi-
lesh. Last month, two senior

Dalit party leaders — AICC's
Scheduled Caste department
chairman Rajendra Pal Gautam
and UP MP Tanuj Punia -
showed up at BSP chief Maya-
wati’s house in Lucknow unan-
nounced. They, however, could
not meet her.

Their posturing, Congressin-
siders said, was aimed at send-
ing out a signal that the party
may have other alliance options
beyond the SP too. While the
Congressissued the two leaders
show-cause notices, Akhilesh
was not amused. He is learnt to
have told his leaders that he will
have a discussion with Rahul
Gandhiontheneedtocurbsuch
developments.

In June 2025, Congress MP
Imran Masood stirred the potby
claiming that the “80-17 for-
mula” would not work in the
2027 polls. Masood was referring
to their seat-sharing arrange-
ment for the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. The SP hit back, with
party MP and Akhilesh’s cousin
Dharmendra Yadav sayinginan
interview to The Indian Express
that Masood did not have
powerstotakeacall on seatshar-
ing.

The Congress has been
claiming since 2024 that while
the SP gave it a respectable
number of seats, the “quality” of
some seats was not as per its pref-
erences, referring to the ones
where an anti-BJP party may
have “an advantage because of
conducive social arithmetic”.

Ahead of Shivakumar’s swearing-in as Karnataka
CM today, Siddaramaiah appointed CWC member

Express News Service
Bengaluru, New Delhi, June2

A DAY before D K Shivakumar’s
swearing-in as Karnataka Chief
Minister on June 3, his prede-
cessor Siddaramaiah was
named a member of the Con-
gress Working Committee
(CWC) - the highest decision-
making body of the party — on
Tuesday.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge appointed Siddara-
maiah as a member of the CWC
with immediate effect, said a
statement from the Congtress.

The top party leadership on
Tuesday held deliberationswith
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar
on giving the final shape to the
new Cabinet in the state.

Karnataka is set to witness

Aninstallation with portrait of Karnataka CM-designate DK
Shivakumar, in Bengaluru on Tuesday. pri

the oath-taking ceremony of the
34th Chief Minister, D K Shiva-
kumar, 64, and the first batch of
around 10 ministers, including
Siddaramaiah’s son Siddara-

maiah, 45, an MLC, on Wednes-
day. The oath-taking ceremony
will be held with minimal fan-
fare atthe state Lok Bhavan with
a crowd of around 2,000 in at-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

tendance. Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi will be present at
the ceremony along with party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge.

The probable list of 10 min-
isters who can take oath with
Shivakumar includes several
seniors from the Siddaramaiah
Cabinet and two young faces —
Priyank Kharge, the son of Mal-
likarjun Kharge, and Krishna
Byregowda.

The Congress is also ex-
pected to choose between vet-
eran K H Muniyappa and his
daughter Roopakala Shashid-
har, whoisafresh ministerial as-
pirant, and Yathindra Siddara-
maiah as its youth choices,
sourcesinthestate government
said. The choice of senior min-
istersis expected toinclude M B
Patil, Eshwar Khandre — both

from the dominant Lingayat
community — G Paramesh-
wara, a Dalit, Ramalinga Reddy,
a Vokkaliga, Satish Jarkiholi
from an ST community and KJ
George, a Christian. The Muslim
choice forthe Cabinetislikely to
be the incumbent Speaker and
former minister UT Khader.

The Cabinet formationinthe
first round will be an exercise in
balancing the Congress’s caste
equations in Karnataka, sources
said. The OBC face to replace
Siddaramaiah is likely to be his
son Yathindra; the Dalit face is
likely to be Priyank Kharge.

The new Karnataka Cabinet
formation exercise could also
see the appointment of deputy
chief ministers and a new presi-
dent for the state Congresstore-
place incumbent Shivakumar.

Kolkata

Wangchuk lends
supportto CJP

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, June2

AHEAD OF his return to India
on June 6, 'Cockroach Janata
Party' (CJP) founder Abhijeet
Dipke said on Tuesday that he
was “counting on the people”
and their support after landing
in New Delhi over the weekend.
Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press over the phone from Bos-
ton, Dipke, whoinavideo mess-
ageadayagosaid hewould stage
a “peaceful sit-in protest at Jan-
tar Mantar” on June 6 and de-
mand the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan over issues such as
NEET paper leak row, said he
was ready for what would come
his way. “Honestly, I was nerv-
ousbeforethedecision (tocome
back to India)...ab jo hoga dekh
lenge (will see whatever
happens). I am counting on the
people —-Iam in this for the long
haul,” hesaid. Highlighting that
the “youth pressure group” he
created less than a month ago
had both asizeable support base
as well as structure, Dipke said,
“We are preparing data (around
the support base); but yes,
people (who support the group)
are being mobilised from across
the country and there is now a
structure in place,” he said.
Asked if he was prepared for
the eventuality of police deten-
tion, Dipke said, “I will land at

theairportand thenwewillgoto
the (Parliament Street) police
station toseek permission. They
may arrest me for a year or six
months - but I am ready for
whatever happens next.”

Dipke in a post on Tuesday
announced that climate activist
and education reformer Sonam
Wangchukwill alsojoin the pro-
test at Jantar Mantar on June 6.

Wangchuk, in a video post,
said he decided to express sup-
port to the CJP after being “con-
vinced that they are immensely
patriotic, that they are makinga
sacrifice to improve the
country”. “Ihad asked the cock-
roaches, in my previous post, to
prove, to convince (me) that this
Cockroach Janta Party is an ex-
pression ofthe Indian youthand
not a conspiracy by foreign
powers,” Wangchuk said.

“After that...Dipke ji estab-
lished contact with me and
shared data (regarding its sup-
port base) with me. When 1
spoke to him, I understood that
they do not have any ulterior
motive, that they areimmensely
patriotic, that they are makinga
qurbani, a sacrifice to improve
the country,” he also said.

He said if Pradhan does not
resign by June 5, he will join
Dipke and Gen Z supporters of
what is intended to be a “youth
pressure group” fromacrossthe
country at the sit-in protest at
Jantar Mantar.

K Annamalai (right) meets Union Home Minister Amit Shahin New
Delhi on Tuesday. pri

BJP top brass asks
Annamalai to put
exit plan on hold

Liz Mathew
New Delhi, June 2

WITH K Annamalai, the BJP’s
popular facein Tamil Nadu and
its former state chief, keen to
quit the party and chart hisown
course, the party central leader-
ship is learnt to have asked for
time to take a call on his pro-
posed resignation.

Annamalai, who met BJP
national president Nitin Nabin
and party national general sec-
retary (organisation) B L San-
thosh on Tuesday morning,
had a separate meeting with
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in the afternoon, party
sources said. Santhosh is con-
sidered to be his mentor.

In his meetings with top BJP
leaders, Annamalai expressed
hisdesiretoleavethe partyona
cordial note while keeping the
option of working closely with
it in future if required, sources
said.

According to party leaders
familiar with the develop-
ments, Annamalai was called
back for discussions while
being on his way to the Delhi
airport to leave for Chennai.

It is learnt that the BJP
leadership wants Annamalaito
reconsider hisdecision toresign
from the party's primary mem-
bership. If the leadership man-
agestoconvince him toremain
in the party, it would be an un-
usual move, consideringitsrec-
ord on enforcing strict organisa-
tional discipline.

Thelndian Express on Mon-
day reported that Annamalai
had made up his mind to quit
the BJP and that his Delhi visit
was intended as a “gesture of
gratitude” to the party leader-
ship.

Annamalai had asked the
BJPtopbrasstoreinstate himas
the Tamil Nadu unit chief with
long-term autonomy and auth-
ority for at least seven years, or
allow him to pursue a different

Iftheleadership
manages to convince
himtoremaininthe
party,itwouldbean

unusual move,
consideringthe

BJP’srecordon

enforcing strict
organisational
discipline

political path.

Sources said Annamalai is
mulling over launching a new
party in the state, where the
Dravidian majors, the DMK and
the ATADMK, faced adebaclein
the recent Assembly polls, in
which superstar-turned-politi-
cian Vijay led his fledgling TVK
to astunning win on its debut.

The TVK has formed the
government with the support
extended by smaller parties in-
cluding the Congress, which
broke its alliance with the
former incumbent DMK after
the elections.

Annamalai has argued that
there isstill no significant scope
for a national party in Tamil
Nadu’s political landscape,
hence a new party addressing
the concerns of various sections
has the potential to grow as an
alternative force in the state,
sources said.

However, Annamalai would
not want to end his association
with the BJP on a bitter note,
preferring to have a “healthy
political rivalry with it marked
with respect”, a source said.

In histenure asthe state BJP
chief during 2021-25, Annama-
lai had increased the visibility
of the BJP and often succeeded
insettingthe narrative. The BJP
central leaders acknowledged
his “energy, hard work and abil-
ity to be a strong voice” in the
state, where the party has been
struggling to make its mark.
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Monsoon onset
over Kerala
onJune4:IMD

Express News Service
Bengaluru, June 2

THE INDIA Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) on Tuesday
said that the southwest mon-
soon onset over Kerala is most
likely to be on June 4.

“Conditions are favourable
for further advance of south-
west monsoon into Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Lakshadweep,
some more parts of the Ara-
bian Sea and the Bay of Bengal
onJune4,” the India Meteoro-
logical Department said.

The normal date for the
monsoon onset over Kerala is
June 1, with a standard devi-
ation of seven days.

This year, the monsoon
onset over the Andaman Sea
and neighbouring areas was
realised on May 16. Since
then the monsoon has made
timely progress.

According to the Meteoro-
logical office’s forecast on
Tuesday, Kerala’s Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kollam, Pathanam-
thitta, Alappuzha, Kottayam,
Ernakulam, Idukki and
Thrissur districts are on “or-
ange” alert (be prepared to
take action) ahead of the
heavy to very heavy rainfall
(60-200 millimetres in 24
hours) forecast on Wednesday
and Thursday.

TALKS FOCUS WILL BE ON ENERGY, TRADE TIES

Venezuela’s Rodriguez arrives
today on India visit, to meet PM

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, June 2

ACTING PRESIDENT of Vene-
zuela Delcy Rodriguez is
coming to India for a five-day
visit from June 3 to 7. The visit
assumes significance as it
comes five months after Vene-
zuela President Nicolas Ma-
duro was captured by the US
forcesonJanuary 3, and Rodri-
guez, formerly Venezuela’s
Vice-President, was appointed
the country’s Acting President.

Announcingthevisit, the of-
ficial spokesperson of the Minis-
try of External Affairs, Randhir
Jaiswal, said Tuesday: “Acting
President Rodriguez, who was
earlier scheduled tovisitIndiato
participate in the International
Big Cats Alliance summit on
June1which hasbeendeferred,
will pay aworkingvisitto India.”

It is important to note that
the MEA identified Rodriguez
as the “Acting President”, and
not President of Venezuela —
given the unusual transition of
power after Maduro’s capture.
Many countries, including Rus-
sia, have criticised the US ac-
tion and called it “illegal”.

CJI Surya Kant administers the oath of office to senior advocate
V S Mohana as ajudge of the apex court, in Delhi on Tuesday. ani

With 5 new judges, SC’s
strength increases to 37

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 2

FOUR FORMER High Court
Chief Justices and a senior ad-
vocate were sworn in as Su-
preme Court judges Tuesday.

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant administered the
oath of office to former Punjab
and Haryana High Court Chief
Justice Sheel Nagu, former
Chief Justice of Bombay High
Court Shree Chandrashekhatr,
former Chief Justice of Madhya
Pradesh High Court Sanjeev
Sachdeva, former Chief Justice
of High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh Arun
Palli, and Senior Advocate V'S
Mohana at a ceremony.

With this, the Supreme
Court now has a working
strength of 37 judges against a
sanctioned strength of 38.

The elevation of senior ad-
vocate Mohana to the bench
takes the number of women
judges of the court to two. Be-
fore this, the court had one
woman judge, Justice BV Na-
garathna, who is due to be CJI
in September 2027.

The Supreme Court colle-

gium, headed by CJI Kant, had
decided to recommend five
names for elevation in meet-
ings held on May 22 and 27.

More vacancies will arise in
the top court this year, with at
least fourjudges expected tore-
tire. In March this year, CJI
Kant had recommended to the
government that the sanc-
tioned strength of Supreme
Courtjudgesbeincreased from
the present 34 to 38 so that a
permanent constitution bench
could be put in place to hear
pending matters.

The government accepted
the suggestion, and on May 5, it
approved the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which sought
to amend the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Act, 1956,
to increase the strength of the
court by four.

The last time the strength of
the court was increased was in
2019, when an amendment
raised it from 30 to 33, exclud-
ing the CJI. Originally, the Act
had provided for a maximum
of10judges, excluding the CJI,
which was increased to 13 in
1960 and then 17in 1977.

Rodriguez will be accompa-
nied by several ministers, in-
cluding the minister of foreign
affairs, economy and finance,
science and technology, com-
munication and information
and transportation.

She hasvisited India several
timesin the pastin her capacity
as the Foreign Minister of Vene-
zuela in 2015, as also in her ca-
pacity as the country’s Vice-
President in 2019, 2023, 2024
and 2025. “This will be her sixth
visit to India. So, she hashad a
long association with us,” the
MEA spokesperson said. Dur-
ing the visit, Acting President
Rodriguez will hold bilateral
discussions with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

“Thediscussionswill involve
the full spectrum of India-Vene-
zuela relations and involve and
explore revenues for further co-
operationin the areas of energy,
trade, investment, pharmaceuti-
cals, healthcare, transportation
and renewable energy,” the MEA
spokesperson said.

India is an important
partner of Venezuela in the
areas of energy and invest-
ment. Indian public sector

This will be Venezuela Acting
President Delcy Rodriguez’s
sixth visit to India. FiLE

undertakings have made sig-
nificant investment in Vene-
zuela in the energy sector, and
they are keen to explore more
opportunities to further en-
hance their presence, the MEA
spokesperson said.

India — specifically private
sector refining giant Reliance
Industries (RIL) — was a regu-
lar buyer of Venezuelan crude
prior to the imposition of US
sanctions on Caracas in 2019.

Following the sanctions, oil
imports from Venezuela
stopped within a few months.

EXPLAINED

Regime change
&bilateral ties

OnJanuary 30, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi spoke
with Venezuela’s Acting
President Delcy Rodriguez
and thetwoleaders agreed
totakethebilateral relations
tonew heightsin theyears
ahead. The phone call from
Rodriguezto Modi was the
first since the capture of
Venezuelan President Nico-
las Maduro and his wife by
the United States in the first
week of January. Energy was
one of the topics coveredin
theleaders’ conversation.

AsperIndia’sofficial trade data,
Caracas was New Delhi’s fifth-
largest supplier of oil in 2019,
providing close to 16 million
tonnes of crude to Indian re-
finers. The bilateral trade be-
tween India and Venezuela was
$6.40 billion in 2019-20, of
which Indian imports — pri-

Cultural tiesto GenZ’srolein

politics: Nepal’s RSP delegation
holds talks with BJP chief

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 2

FROM GRASSROOTS engage-
ment and participation of ordi-
nary citizensin the democratic
processto the potential of Gen-
Z in politics, several issues
came up for discussion during
ameeting between a delegation
of Nepal’s ruling Rastriya Swa-
tantra Party (RSP) and the BJP
on Tuesday.

Held as part of the ‘Know
BJP’initiative, the RSP delega-
tion led by Chairman Rabi
Lamichhane met BJP presi-
dent Nitin Nabin and leaders
from the national capital, in-
cluding Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta.

This was followed by the
Nepalese delegation calling on
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and External Affiars Min-
ister S Jaishankar, who said
that the discussions focused
on the India-Nepal develop-
ment partnership and people-
to-people ties.

Welcoming the delegation,
Nabin highlighted close and
historic tiesbetween Indiaand
Nepal, which he said were
rooted in shared civilisational
heritage, cultural bonds, and
strong people-to-people rela-
tions. Accordingto sources, he
said that such interactions
help strengthen democratic
dialogue and deepen party-to-
party engagement between
the BJP and RSP.

In a post on X, Nabin said,
“There was also an extensive
discussion on how the BJP’s
governance model, under the
leadership of the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, centres

| on development and public

Nepal’s ruling Rastriya Swatantra Party president Rabi Lamichhane
ahead of a meeting with BJP national chief Nitin Nabin at the party’s
headquarters in New Delhi on Tuesday. ABHINAV SAHA

service.”

BJP foreign affairs depart-
ment in-charge Vijay Chau-
thaiwale said Nabin shared
with Lamichhane insights re-
lated to the party’s journey,
ideology, organisational struc-
ture, and its people-centric ap-
proach to political engage-
ment. He said both leaders also
discussed the “growing role
and potential of Gen Z in
politics”, particularly in shap-
ing democratic participation,
public discourse and future
leadership.

According to the BJP,
Nabin explained the party’s or-
ganisational model from the
national level to the booth
level and highlighted the im-
portance of the party’s workers
in maintaining “a direct and

continuous connect with
people at the grassroots”.

During the interaction, the
BJP said, the RSP delegation
was keen to learn about the
BJP’s membership process,
candidate selection system,
and mechanism for identify-
ing and connecting with grass-
roots workers.

The BJP chiefresponded to
their queries and “explained
how the BJP’s organisational
strength is built through con-
tinuous public outreach,
booth-level engagement and
participation of ordinary
citizens in the democratic pro-
cess”, the party said.

The Nepal delegation also
visited the BJP Media Centre
and the Central Library at the
party’s DDU headquarters.

marily crude oil — were worth
$6.06 billion.

In October 2023, the US
eased sanctions on Venezuela’s
petroleum sector, authorising
oil exports without limitation
for six months. This led to RIL
and a few other Indian refiners
restarting oil imports from the
country. But imports stopped
as the sanction waiver was not
extended by Washington after
itsunderstanding with Caracas
on the conduct of free and fair
presidential elections in Vene-
zuela broke down.

Afewmonthslater, RIL was
able to restart Venezuelan oil
imports after obtaining a sanc-
tionswaiver from the US. Butin
the summer of 2025, the com-
pany halted oil imports from
Venezuela after the Trump ad-
ministration threatened higher
tariffs on countries buying
Venezuelan crude.

Since February, after Maduro
was captured and Rodriguezbe-
camethe Acting President, India
has resumed oil imports from
Venezuela, especially after the
war in West Asia has disrupted
the energy supply passing
through the Strait of Hormuz.

No role for third
party in border
dispute: India

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 2

TWO DAYS after Nepal’s Prime
Minister Balendra Shah raised
theboundary dispute with India
in his speech at the country’s
parliament and sought involve-
mentof Chinaand the UKtoad-
dressthelong-standing dispute,
India on Tuesday categorically
rejected any role for third parties
to resolve the issue and under-
lined that there are “bilateral
mechanisms” to deal with it.

Ministry of External Affairs'
official spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said on Tuesday, “We
have seen the remarks of the
Prime Minister of Nepal con-
cerning India-Nepal boundary
aswell asthe subsequent state-
ment issued by Nepali foreign
ministry on this matter.”

“While close to 98 per cent
of the India-Nepal boundary
hasbeen demarcated, there are
some unresolved segments.
The shifting of the course of the
Gandak river has resulted in
this situation,” he said. “In ad-
dition, there are cases of cross-
border occupation and en-
croachment of no-man's land
indemarcated segments of the
boundary which are currently
being mapped jointly,” he said.

“We have established bilat-
eral mechanismstodeal with all
aspects of boundary matters. It
should be cleartoall concerned
that thereisnorole for any third
party in a bilateral matter be-
tween India and Nepal.”

Nepal and India have had
an old boundary dispute over
Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura and
Kalapani. India maintains that
the territories are part of Utta-
rakhand and that the issue
should be addressed through

| bilateral talks.

Outside the hospital in Gurdaspur on Tuesday. Express

Grenade attack at
Gurdaspur hospital;
one held with links to
‘Toreign-based handler’

Kamaldeep Singh Brar
Amritsar, June 2

A GRENADE attackat a private
hospital in Gurdaspur on Tues-
day shattered windowpanes
and glass door of its emergency
ward, police said, adding they
have arrested the main perpe-
trator with links to a foreign-
based handler. Director Gen-
eral of Police Gaurav Yadav said
the breakthrough came within
six hours of the incident.
“Gurdaspur police and the
Counter Intelligence Wing
jointly solved the grenade attack
case at Kalanaur, Gurdaspur
withinsix hours ofthe incident.
Acting swiftly on technical and
human intelligence inputs, the
main perpetrator responsible
for the attack has been appre-
hended. Preliminary probe re-
veals the involvement of a for-
eign-based handler,” said Yadav.
He added that further probe
isunderway, and both forward
and backward linkages are
being thoroughly examined to
identify and dismantle the en-
tire network behind the attack.
Gurdaspur SSP Aditya ident-
ified theaccused as Dharminder
alias ‘Tindi’ (24), from Tarn
Taran. Hewasearlier booked in
cases registered under the

NDPS Act. Asked about the mo-
tive, the SSP said investigators
are questioning the accused and
technical checksarebeingmade
to establish why the attack was
carried out and whether it was
intended to spread fear or to ex-
tort money. Kalanaur police sta-
tion received information about
aloud sound at Multani Hospi-
tal, located near the bus stand
area, around 240 pm.

“Police team found shat-
tered glass at the spot. Forensic
teams collected the evidence,”
the SSP said. In CCTV footage,
asuspicious man could be seen
standing near the hospital. The
doctor who operates the hospi-
tal told police that he had been
receiving extortion calls for the
past year and that he had been
provided security. The SSPsaid
those calls had been acted upon
by police and action was taken.

Gurdaspur MP Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa termed the
“explosion” as extremely worry-
ingand demanded a probe. “Ac-
cording to the information re-
ceived so far, thiswas a grenade
attack;ifthisinformationis cor-
rect, then it is not just a matter
of negligence in security, but
alsoraises abigquestion onthe
security of sensitive places re-
lated to people’s lives.”

‘Will be deported soon™
30 Indians living and
working illegally in US
as truck drivers arrested

Yoshita Singh
New York, June 2

ABOUT 30 individuals from
India, found to be living in the
US illegally and working as
commercial truck drivers, have
been arrested as part of a fed-
eral operation, and will soon be
deported, officials said.

The US Customs and Border
Protection said in a statement
Monday that between May 11
and May 15, Border Patrol
agents from Yuma Sector in
Arizona arrested 52 individuals
during ‘Operation Checkmate’
for being in the US illegally, in-
cluding 36 who were found to
be driving semi-trucks.

Of the 36 illegal semi-truck
drivers held, 30 were from
India, while the remaining six
were from Mexico, El Salvador
and Russia. They had commer-
cial driver’slicences from states
such as California, New York,
Washington and Virginia,
while some did not possess any
form of driver’s licence.

Most of them possessed em-
ployment authorisation docu-
ments, which were obtained
during the Joe Biden adminis-
tration, and were no longer
valid. All individuals were pro-
cessed in accordance with fed-
eral law and will be deported,
the statement read.

‘Operation Checkmate’ is
aimed at enhancing public
safety through enforcement of
immigration statutes to detect
and arrest illegal persons oper-
ating commercial motor ve-
hiclesin the country. “Operation
Checkmatereflects our commit-
ment to safeguarding commu-
nities and roads from unlawfully
present drivers who pose signifi-
cant risks to the public safety,”
Dustin Caudle, Acting Chief Pa-
trol Agent of the US Border Pa-
trol’s Yuma Sector, said.

Federal agents are on patrol
daily to “ensure that we stop
these individuals, and prevent
more deadly crashes from oc-
curring on the road across the
US”, the statement said. PTI

e ZEENAT WAS BROUGHT TO ODISHA RESERVE FROM MAHARASHTRA TO DIVERSIFY GENE POOL AT SIMILIPAL, WHICH IS HOME TO PSEUDO-MELANISTIC TIGERS BELIEVED TO BE THE RESULT OF SEVERE INBREEDING

How runaway tigress’s cubs could save big cat populatl()n in Odisha’s Similipal

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, June 2

WHEN THE tigress Zeenat ar-
rived in Odisha’s Similipal
Tiger Reserve in late 2024, wild-
life officials hoped it would
help balance the gene pool at
what is the only home in India
of a rare tiger population.
Then, Zeenat vanished.
Within days of being released
into its new home, the three-
year-old tigress slipped out of the
reserve, crossed state bound-
aries, wandered through forests
in Jharkhand and West Bengal,
and triggered a frantic three-
week operation that kept wildlife
officials in three states on alert.
For months after its event-
ual recapture and return to Si-
milipal, Zeenat remained
under close watch, its every
movement tracked through a
radio collar as forest officials

wondered whether the ambi-
tious translocation experiment
would ultimately succeed.
This week, they got some
good news. Camera traps in-
stalled deep inside the forests
of Similipal have captured
images of Zeenat carrying four
cubs, offering what officials de-
scribe as a major milestone in
Odisha’s efforts to strengthen
the reserve’s tiger population.
“The cubs are believed to be
around three to four weeks old
and their movements are being
continuously monitored,” Si-
milipal Tiger Reserve Field Di-
rector Prakash Chand Gogineni
told TheIndian Express.For con-
servationists, the significance of
the photographs extends far
beyond the birth of four cubs.
Zeenat was brought to Si-
milipal from the Tadoba-And-
hari Tiger Reserve in Maharash-
train November 2024 as part of

a carefully planned effort to di-
versify the gene pool of tigersin
the reserve. Similipal, spread
across northern Odisha, ishome
to India’s only known popula-
tion of pseudo-melanistic tigers
— popularly called black tigers
because of the unusually thick
black stripes that merge across
their coats. Scientists believe
the trait became common be-
cause the tiger population re-
mained geographically isolated
for generations, resulting in ex-
tensive inbreeding,.

While the striking appear-
ance of Similipal’s tigers has
drawn global attention, conser-
vationists have long worried
about the genetic consequences
of such isolation. Officials said
Zeenat’s relocation was in-
tended to introduce fresh gen-
etic material into the popula-
tion and reduce the prevalence
of inbreeding-linked traits that

Zeenat with its cubs at Similipal Tiger Reserve. x/@MOHANMODISHA

could threaten the long-term
survival of the reserve’s tigers.
“AsZeenatisfrom Tadoba, it
does not carry the genetic trait
commonly found among Simili-
pal tigers. Its cubs are therefore
expected to have abroader gen-
eticbase, which wasthe primary
objective of the translocation
programme,” Gogineni said.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Wildlife) PK Jha said
after Zeenat was released free
into the wild in April 2025, it
mated with a resident male but
did not conceive. “The tigress
moved freely inside Similipal
and formed a territory in the
core area. Once again, it mated
with aresident malein January

2026,” said Jha. He said the birth
of the tigress’s cubs marks the
achievement of the primary ob-
jective of the tiger translocation
project, which was increasing
the genetic diversity of Similipal
tigers. Zeenat’s offspring with a
male tiger from Similipal Tiger
Reserve will have high genetic
diversity and be helpful in se-
curing the future of Similipal’s
tiger population, Jha said.

The achievement comes
after a turbulent beginning.
Soon after beingreleased intoa
soft enclosure in Similipal's
northern division, Zeenat
began an unexpected journey
that took her nearly 300 kilo-
metres across three states. Its
movements became a daily
source of anxiety for forest offi-
cialsasitmoved through forest
corridors, crossed human
settlements and repeatedly
evaded capture teams.

Kolkata

After 21 days on the move,
Zeenat was finally tranquillised
near Gosaindihi village in West
Bengal's Bankura district. It
was initially taken to Kolkata's
Alipore Zoo before being
broughtbackto Similipal in ac-
cordance with guidelines is-
sued by the National Tiger Con-
servation Authority (NTCA).
Officials subsequently housed
it in a larger enclosure before
releasing it again into the wild
under intensive monitoring.

Since then, its radio collar
has provided forest officials with
anear-continuousstreamofin-
formation about its movements
and adaptation to the Similipal
landscape. Now, with Zeenat
successfully raising cubs in the
wild, officials believe the tigress
has finally made Similipal her
home. The birth of the cubs has
also prompted discussions on
whether the radio collar, fitted

duringthe translocation project,
should be removed.

Forest officials said any
decision would be taken by a
high-level committee compris-
ing representatives of the
Odisha government and the
NTCA. “For now, monitoring
will continue for some more
weeks,” said a senior forest de-
partment official. “A decision
on removing the collar will be
taken once the cubs begin mov-
ingindependently.”

Odisha CM Mohan Charan
Majhi called the development
a “proud chapter” in Odisha’s
wildlife conservation efforts.
“This success not only signifies
anincrease in the tiger popula-
tion in the state but also stands
asan excellent testament to our
administrative foresight in pro-
tecting biodiversity and creat-
ingasafe and robust habitat for
wildlife,” Majhi wrote on X.
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Atatemplein Vijinigiripalem, a village in Visakhapatnam, women dismiss the idea of cash incentives for childbirth. NiKHILA HENRY

¢ Why not ask women what they want?

ER ANKLETS chime as she
softly carries atune on board
the Hyderabad-Visakhapat-
nam Vande Bharat. When
she is ready to talk, she does
it just as casually. “I have PCOS (Polycystic
Ovary Syndrome) and mood swings. I be-
come happy when my uterus is happy and
sad when my uterus is sad. I don’t want to
bear children,” says S Mounika. “Hush,” says
her friend, Ramya, from across the aisle,
turningto look at the other passengers who
have turned curious about the conversation.

The 23-year-olds, both Bsc Computer
Science graduates from Visakhapatnam, are
on their way home to Pithapuram, in Kaki-
nada district of Andhra Pradesh, after ajob
interview with a cargo firm in Hyderabad.

Mounika goes on, “It’s been three years
since I graduated. No job. The Chief Min-
ister should think about creating employ-
ment for the youth rather than askingusto
have more children.”

In response to the state’s Total Fertility
Rate (TFR or the number of children per
adultwoman) of 14, amongthelowestinthe
country, the Andhra Pradesh governmentin
March introduced a draft Population Man-
agement Policy, which aims to encourage
families to have two or three children. After
announcing Rs 25,000 last year for families
that bear asecond child, ata public meeting
in Narsannapeta, Srikakulam, on May 16,
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu rolled
out more incentives. “We will provide Rs
30,000 for a third child and
Rs 40,000 for a fourth child. Isn’t this the
right decision?”

The audience of mostly men
whistled and clapped. He then
turned towhere the women satand
said, “What do you think?Isn’t this
theright decision?” The video pans
to show some of them smiling.

The demographic and econ-
omic argument behind Naidu’s
appeal — that a falling birthrate
will have long-term consequences
for the state’s productivity and
strain the government’s finances
— may, however, come up against
something far more fundamental:
women’s autonomy.

No where is that expressed
with better clarity than in Visak-

A 23-year-old job-seeker, an 18-year-old widow with a toddler, a 70-year-old
grandmother of nine and a 36-year-old expecting her third child.
As Andhra Pradesh encourages couples to have more children to counter falling
fertility rates, NIKHILA HENRY travels to Visakhapatnam and finds that the
policy may come up against something fundamental: women’s autonomy

Sitting beside her on the cot, her son
Appal Raju, 52, talks of the impact of a gov-
ernment policy from a different time. “I
have three children because of my wife’sin-
sistence. But because of that, Iwas not able
to contest thelocal body elections,” he says.

Until 2024, the state’s two-child norm
banned people with more than two children
from getting elected to public offices.

Now, in a reversal of expectations, just
when the government wants people to
have more children, Raju says his eldest
daughter, who got married recently, is clear
she won’t have more than one. “She says
her husband’s brother and wife too have
just one child. What can you do? Children
decide on their own nowadays,” he laughs.

The family’s fortunes had turned in the
early 2000s, when the price of their two-
acre family land shot up. With nine grand-
children to bring up, Papiyamma says, the
family sold most of the land, except for the
little patch surrounding their house. “My
sons were farmers, but now, they
do nothing. Our lives depend on
the fortunes of my grand-
children,” she says. All of them,
she says, have studied beyond
graduation but none have jobs.
“Instead of providing jobs, the
CM says have more children.
Seems like he is mocking people
like us,” she says.

“Potti prapancham,” says
Raju in Telugu, referring to the
dogged rat race that his children
will have to endure.

Since 2018, Naidu has been
publicly expressing concern atthe
state’s declining fertility rates
that’s far below that of states such

hapatnam — at 1.3, the district asBihar (2.5)and Uttar Pradesh (2),
with the one of the lowest TFRS in I wanta government and in line with that of its neigh-
Andhra Pradesh - and few say it job...I'wantto take boursin the south. While the other
as firmly as Mounika. care of my parents; not southern states have framed the

The daughter of a lorry driver
and a homemaker, she says, “I
want a government job, sol am
trying to clear the Staff Selection
Commission exams. Iwantto take
care of my parents; not sacrifice
everything for marriage and
children. Someday, I might adopt

sacrifice everything for
marriage and children.
Someday, Imight adopta
girl child, though...

SMOUNIKA, 23
BSc GRADUATE

issue in terms of delimitation and
the potential impact on their rep-
resentation in Parliament, Naidu
hasjustified his population policy
on economic grounds.

In Adavivaram village, L. Mu-
thiyalamma, 40, and her neigh-
bours have an economic argu-

a girl child, though. Do you think
I will get a life partner who thinks
like me? I really hope so. Fingers
crossed, fingers crossed.” She holds up both
her hands, the fingers in a desperate knot.

The cost of raising a child

In Visakhapatnam’s Appanapalem vil-
lage, which sits below the famous Simhacha-
lam temple, Papiyamma, 70, talks of a time
when having children wasn’t about choice.
“Whatever God gave, I accepted. Those days,
everyone had four children or more,” says
the mother of four, sitting in a room on the
terrace of the two-storied house herlate hus-
band built, and where she now lives with her
children and grandchildren.

Those days, she says, few dreamt of lives
beyond their village. Papiyamma used to
cultivate vegetables on the family’s land,
graze cattle and feed her children. She even
grew a little tobacco on 10 cents of land.

ment of their own.
Bringing up children is no
small feat, says the mother of
three — two girls and a boy. “Had I not
wanted a boy child, I would have stopped
with two,” says Muthiyalamma, who sells
the coconut she grows, earninglessthan Rs
100 aday.

Her children, she says, are educated
enough not to risk multiple pregnancies.
“My daughters speak of having one child
each, though they are yet to be married. We
are dependent entirely on farming and
cattle, and they know how expensive it is
tobringup children,” says Muthiyalamma.

In neighbouring Vijinigiripalem, a
group of 15women sits on the floor of alocal
temple, discussing children and choice.
Swearing by the presiding deity, Lord Ha-
numan, they say they don’t want cash in-
centives for childbirth because bringing up
children costs a lot. “At least two lakh ru-

o Total Fertility Rate (TFR) Trends
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pees a year goes into just education and
healthcare,” estimates Appalanarasamma,
62, who raised her four daughters, and got
them married.

She hasa counter incentive for the gov-
ernment. “Let Chandrababu Naidu assure
usthat the firstborns in each family will be
given agovernment job. Then these young
girls can consider the offer,” she says.

Her friend B Jayalalitha says she raised
her three children with her husband’s earn-
ings from his cycle repair shop. “We took
loans to educate them up to BTech. I can’t
imagine any of them sacrificing somuch to
bring up their own children,” she says.

Her younger neighbour M Shyalama,
32,is amother of two. “I can’t think of hav-
ing more children. Ayyo,Ihave had enough
already... My body won’t allow me to raise
more children. I am tired all the time.”

‘IfImakeitalive...’

The Andhra Pradesh government calls
its policy, titled Pillale Sampada or ‘Children
are Wealth’, a shift — from the earlier popu-
lation control to population management,
“arights-based approach” that emphasises
reproductive health and rights, informed
choice, and individual well-being.

Officials involved in the policy and Te-
lugu Desam Party leaders pointed to a gov-
ernment note that read, “It is not an initi-
ative to increase the number of children,
but an initiative that adopts population
care — a rights-based, voluntary frame-
work that enables informed choices.”

While calling the draft policy’s empha-
sis on population management an “impor-
tant shift”, Professor K S James, former di-
rector of the International Institute of
Population Studies who is currently at the
Centre for Health and Wellbeing at Prince-
ton University, USA, says government
population policies often do not address
underlying factors for lower fertility rates.

“In the West, population drop was
caused by a drop in the number of mar-
riages. That’s not the case in India — people
are getting married, but late. Here, men
and women are struggling to get jobs to se-
cure their future. Any public policy should
be aimed at creating jobs which will help
young couples to marry and have children
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as per their choice,” he says.
Those working on women’s causes say
the policy does not adequately consider its
consequences for women’s wellbeing,
“There could be women who are forced
tobearachildjustsothe family can receive
the incentive. The burden of raising the
child will ultimately fall on women, and
this is not in line with reproductive choice
and autonomy. The government should
support women through long-
term childcare, stronger health
systems, and services that allow

“There could be women

Shanthi says she decided to have her
third child out of “family compulsions”.
Her husband’s siblings have one child each.
“They got the sterilisation procedures
done. Now, the family thinks we should
have more children,” she says.

Would she consider giving birth to a
fourth child? She sits up with a start, “No. I
am weak. I cannot do it again”.

The other women take over, talking of
how child rearing responsibilities are never
shared. “We have husbands who are either
dead orasgood asdead because theyjustlie
around drinking,” says Gauri, 40, adding she
had filed a domestic violence case against
herhusband to make him “mend hisways”.

G Revanthi talks of how her husband
died of alcoholism and her daughter Sha-
ron’s husband too met with the same end,
leaving the 18-year-old with a 2-year-old.

As she tries to feed her baby who is
perched on her hip, Sharon says, “I cannot
think of marrying or giving birth to
children again”. Would she want to study
further? “Yes, Iwould like that,” she smiles.

There is less of a consensus among a
group of women workers of the TDP who
have assembled at the party office in Visak-
hapatnam’s Ramnagar.

Jujjuvarupu Hema, 54, says she got a tu-
bectomy done after the birth of her
daughter. “After winning the 1994 elec-
tions, Chandrababu Naidu garu had an-
nounced, ‘One child isenough forus’. “Iam
such a hard-working member of the TDP
that I just informed my husband and got
the tubectomy done. Now that the CM is
talking about the state’s falling population,
I have told my daughter, an MBA graduate,
to bear at least three children”.

Others quickly stepintodisagree. “Iam
speaking from my experience of having
three daughters. We need free education,
healthcare and other government plans to
support the children we bear. In this day
and age, we need at least a house of our own
to bring up children,” says Souja-
nya, another TDP worker.

The women cadre raise a

them to make free and informed ~ WHO ar: ef orcedtobeara rabble as they vie with each other
choices,” says Poonam Muttreja, child just so the family can toexplain what it takes to raise

academic and Executive Director get theincentive. The
burdenwillfall on

at Population Foundation of
India.

more children. “There should be
somejob security,” says B Lalitha.
Away from the candour at the

At the government-run King women,”says Poonam party office, TDP’s doctor-turned
George Hospital, an obstetrician Muttreja Of Population politician Gottipati Lakshmi

attending to patients in the Out
Patient Department says on con-
dition of anonymity, “Women in-
sist on tubectomy after they have
one child or two children. All this while, we
also have been encouraging this because it
is a healthier option for young women.”

Asenior doctor, however, said there are
several women who deliver more than two
children at the hospital.

“These days, every second pregnancy is
a C-section, which costs more than Rs 1
lakh. What will we dowith a one-time grant
of Rs 30,000 or 40,000?” says one of the
women queuing up to meet the doctor.

Not far from the hospital, Nehru Nagar,
an urban slum in Dondaparthy area of Vi-
sakhapatnam city, is bustling — children
running around noisily, women playing
board games, some cooking inside tiny
kitchens. In the melee, stands Shanthi, 36,
heavily pregnant, her hands supporting her
tired back. She had two children, both gitls,
in quick succession — a two-year-old and
aone-year-old —and is now seven months
into her third pregnancy. Sinking into a
chair, Shanthi says, “I am happy the gov-
ernment has announced Rs 30,000 for a
third child. I will get the money if I make it
out of the labour room,” she says.

“Tch tch... what are you saying,” says
one of the elderly women in the group. “She
hardly eats anything. She is always sick”.

Kolkata

Foundation of India

takes a more disciplined party
line. “What the government is ad-
vocatingis child planning. It’s fu-
turistic because women are at the
centre of the policy. It’s not coercive be-
cause the government is clear that the pol-
icy is only suggestive.”

‘Children... not on my mind’

At an upscale coffee shop by the sea,
politics is not a great starting point for a
conversation — certainly not the subject of
having more, or any, children.

Nitya, 20, a BBA graduate, says,
“Children... That’s not on my mind. I'm
thinking of studying in Canada and earn-
ing a lot before I turn 30. And then, maybe
I'll comeback and settledown in Vizag.I'm
workingto a plan.”

For most of them, children are nowhere
part of that plan.

“My mother suffered a stroke after de-
livering my third sibling. I don’t want to risk
my health orbody by bearingmore thanone
child, ifatall,” says Nitya, sippingoniced tea.

Sitting at an adjoining table are Rohan
Shaji and Srisai Bhavya Karri, MBA grad-
uates and friends who are “looking for jobs”.

“How can anyone think of raising
children without financial security?,” says
Shaji. Karri has an idea. “Before framing
a policy, why not ask the women what
they want?”
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Parentage over

privacy: Why SC
upheld DNA test
In paternity case

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, June 2

THE SUPREME Court recently dismissed a challenge to
ordersthatdirected amantoundergoa DNAtestina
civil suit filed by a person claiming to be his biological
son and, in doing so, reiterated an understanding of
when the courts can and cannot direct such tests.

The bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and N Kotiswar
Singh held that “as far as the right of privacy is
concerned, we are balancing, in this case CP’s privacy
with [alleged son’s] desire for closure on a question that
hasloomed large on his life throughout”.

The claim arose from a civil suit filed by the respon-
dent who attained majority, which sought a declaration
of paternity and a share in the property of the father, who
had denied the claim of his parentage since 1999.

The bench noted that three questions determine
whether a DNA test can be directed: if paternity is
“directlyinissue”, if thereis “any other evidence-on-rec-
ord” capable of substituting for it, and if ordering the test
is “in the best interest of the parties and/or justice”.

The court held that the alleged father, CP, had denied
paternity consistently for over two decades, and there
was no other evidence on record to answer the question.
Weighing hisright to privacy against the alleged person’s
interest in establishing parentage and pursuing inherit-
ancerights, the court thus upheld the DNA testing of CP
to determine paternity.

The legal framework

In paternity disputes, Section 112 of The Indian Evi-
dence Act (now Section 116 of the Bharatiya Sakshya Ad-
hiniyam) isinvoked, which states that any child thatis
born during avalid marriage or within 280 days since the
dissolution of the marriage is the legitimate child of the
husband “unless it can be
shown that the parties to
the marriage had no
accesstoeachotheratany
time when he could have
been begotten”.

The intent of the sec-
tionistograntlegitimacy
to every child born in wed-
lock. When a presumption
applies, the courts have

BALANCE OF
INTERESTS

@ In ‘lvan Rathinam v. Milan Jo-
seph’(2025), the top court held
that courts must protect the
parties’ rights to privacy and
dignity by evaluating whether
the social stigma from one of
them being declared ‘illegit-

imate’ would cause them dis- held thatdislodging it
proportionate harm, as against requires p1’90f0f non-ac-
the child's legitimateinterestin ~ cess whichis not merely
knowing their biological father. ~ Suspicion or assertion.

! Previous SC cases

There is no provision expressly authorising courts to
order DNA testing. The jurisprudence emerges on a case-
by-case basis and is framed through precedent.

In1993, the Supreme Courtin Goutam Kundu v. State
of West Bengal held that a DNA test “cannot be ordered as
amatter of course” by the courts and that applications
that seek DNA testing “in order to have roving inquiry”
cannot be entertained. It also observed that “no one can
be compelled to give sample of blood for analysis™.

In Dipanwita Roy v. Ronobroto Roy (2014), the court
permitted DNA tests where it is necessary to resolve the
dispute, but also noted that “if the direction to hold such
atest can be avoided it should be avoided. The reason is
that... thelegitimacy of a child should not be put to peril.”

In AparnaAjinkya Firodia vs Ajinkya Arun Firodia
(2023), the bench held that parties must first present evi-
dence, after which a DNA test may be ordered when the
court finds it “impossible to draw an inference based on
such evidence”. The court held that “children have the
right not to have their legitimacy questioned frivolously
before a Court of Law. This is an essential attribute of the
right to privacy. Courts are therefore required to acknowl-
edge that children are not to be regarded like material ob-
jects, and be subjected to forensic/DNA testing, particu-
larly when they are not parties to the divorce proceeding.”

The bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and N Kotiswar
Singh had, in Nikhat Parveenv. Rafique (2026),
reiterated that “the common thread that has run
through all these judgments is a well-placed hesitation
to order or to give an imprimatur to orders directing
DNA test to be conducted”.

* TECH

How Nvidia chip reshapes
Alfor personal computing

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK

NVIDIA, THE major semiconductor com-
pany poweringthe Alboom with its graphics
processing units (GPUs), has announced a
new “superchip” for personal computers, as
the hardware giantlooks todirectly take aim
at the likes of Apple and Intel.

Nvidia has partnered with Microsoft to
launch the new chip, called the Nvidia RTX
Spark, and it will power computers made by
thelikes of Dell, Asus, and HP. With the new
chip, Nvidia — known for its dominance in
Alinfrastructure sofar —is pushing beyond
itstraditional graphics cardsintointegrated
chips that power the whole PC.

Nvidia is unrivalled in the Al space be-
cause of its powerful GPUs — the demand
for which has skyrocketed — and has
pushed once dominant companies such as
Intel to the fringes. Today, Nvidia is the big-
gest chipmaker in the world, with a market
cap of over $5 trillion.

In 2020, Apple shook the world with its
own line of chips with the launch of Apple
Silicon, a move that also saw it break away
from its long-term partnership with Intel,
which had supplied chips for its computers
since 2005. Intel, the legacy chipmaker for
personal computers, has meanwhile
struggled to keep pace with the Al boom
and has lost market share to the likes of
AMD and Apple.

RTX Spark

The Nvidia RTX Spark is a purpose-built
superchip for Windows Al laptops and
compact desktops. It fuses a 20-core Arm
central processing unit (CPU) and a Black-
well RTX GPU (6,144 CUDA cores) via
NVLink-C2C. It delivers 1 petaFLOP of Al
performance and supports up to 128GB of
unified memory, enabling it to run 120-bil-
lion parameter local Al models.

In simple terms, all this just means that
it packs enough computing and memory
power into a single chip torun advanced Al
models locally on a personal computer.
Here’s what these acronyms mean:

CPU is a computer’s brain-like compo-
nent that performs calculations, executes
instructions, and manages the flow of data

e ECONOMY

across the system.

GPUisaspecialised electronic circuit de-
signed to rapidly manipulate memory and
perform complex mathematical calcula-
tions at incredibly high speeds. A CPU pro-
cesses tasks sequentially, whereasa GPU can
execute many calculations simultaneously
since it is designed for parallel processing.

CUDA COREis a specialised parallel pro-
cessing unit inside Nvidia graphics cards.

NVLINK-C2C is Nvidia’s chip-to-chipin-
terconnection technology that allows CPUs
and GPUs to communicate and share data
with each other.

FLOPS, or Floating-Point Operations per
Second, is a commonly used metric to
measure processing power and efficiency.
Floating-point operations are a certain kind
of mathematical calculation using real
numbers with fractional parts.

UNIFIED MEMORY refers toa computing
architecture where all processors — be it
CPU, GPU, or specialised Al processors —
share a single pool of memory.

The chip, built on Taiwan Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing Company’s 3-nano-
metre architecture, is expected to power
more than 30 laptops and 10 desktops. The
key pitch that Nvidia is making with the
new chipisthat it will power Windows PCs
“purpose-built for personal agents™.

“The PC is being reinvented,” said
Jensen Huang, founder and CEO of Nvidia.

Nvidia CEO Jensen
Huangin Taipei on
Tuesday. A

Behind
Nvidia’s
dominance
Intel, the legacy
chipmaker for
personal
computers, has
struggled to keep

pace with the
Alboom.

°
Nvidiais
unrivalled in the
Al space because
of its powerful
GPUs, the
demand for
which has
skyrocketed.

“For forty years, you launched apps. Click.
Type. With RTX Spark and Microsoft Win-
dows, you ask— and the PC does the work.
RTX Spark brings everything Nvidia has
built — CUDA, RTX, our Al platform — into
a single superchip. Local agents. Frontier
models. Creative workflows. RTX games.
Allonalaptop. Thisisthe new PC. The per-
sonal Al computer.”

Huang’s comment essentially suggests
that Al agents, powered by the chip, could
become the primary way that people inter-
act with their computers.

“The strategic significance (of the chip)
is that Nvidia is monetising its CUDA soft-
ware moat in a new market, the roughly
250M (million) unit annual PC business,
whereit previously sold only discrete GPUs...
Putting the full CUDA stack into a laptop
meanson-device Al development now runs
end toend on Nvidia from notebook to data
centre, and that developer lock-inisthe real
prize, more than unit margin,” said Patrick
Moorhead, chiefanalyst at tech consultancy
firm Moor Insights and Strategy.

The RTX Spark superchip features an
Nvidia Blackwell GPU, with a Grace CPU,
which Nvidiahasdesigned in collaboration
with Taiwan’s MediaTek. Thelaunch part-
nership with the likes of Dell, Asus, and HP
is expected to place the processor in the
hands of millions of users worldwide, as
these companies account for over 70% of

Nvidia is known for dominancein
Alinfrastructure. Its push towards
integrated ‘superchips’ could set off
anew chip war with Intel and Apple

global PC shipments. Computers from Acer
and Gigabyte will also soon launch with
these new chips.

Nvidiasaid thatlaptops powered by the
RTX Spark will boast “all-day battery life”,
and added that Adobe was remaking its
Photoshop and Premiere software from the
ground up for the chips to deliver twice as
fast Al and graphics performance com-
pared to current alternatives.

The new chip wars

Intel dominated the computer chip mar-
ket for several decades, but started losing
ground to competitorssuch as AMD, Nvidia,
and Qualcomm asit failed toadapt tochang-
ing customer trends towards mobile and Al
Intel made chips that powered devices run-
ningboth Microsoft and Macintosh, but was
handed a major blow in 2020 when Apple
announced its own line of semiconductor
chipsand announced it would phase out its
Intel-powered computers.

Apple’s current generation of Silicon,
the M5 line, is widely considered to be the
leading consumer laptop processor chip,
equipped torun Al appslocally on adevice.
Apple hassince cornered a nearly 15% mar-
ket share in the PC market, which hascome
entirely at the expense of Intel.

Nvidia now poses a new threat to the
fledgling chipmaker. Having already estab-
lished itself as one of the most influential
companies behind the Alboom through its
expansive Al infrastructure across hard-
ware and software, the semiconductor
giant is now coming after Intel’s key busi-
ness, Windows PCs, where it continues to
hold a majority market share, especially at
the budget end.

“It could pressure Intel and AMD in
client CPU in the long-term. The caveat is
that the Windows-on-Arm software-com-
patibility challenge is real and unresolved,
so first-generation volume hinges on
Microsoft’s ecosystem work, not the sili-
con,” Moorhead said.

The wide consensus on Intel chips has
been that they failed to pivot from its tradi-
tional CPUsto GPUs, bet on the wrong inter-
nal Al architectures, and ignored software
ecosystems. These strategic missteps, paired
with manufacturing delays, allowed Nvidia
to capture anear-monopoly on Al hardware.

Intel is working to launch its own Al
chip that uses cheaper memory and cool-
ing technology than rival offerings from
Nvidiaand AMD by the end of this year, the
Financial Times had reported.

FDs over savings account: What’s behind changing preference

George Mathew
Mumbai, June 2

THE COMPOSITION of bank deposits in
India has undergone asignificant shift over
the past five years, with savers increasingly
moving their money from low-yield sav-
ings accounts to higher-return term de-
posits, according to the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s (RBI) latest data.

The RBI said that the share of savings
deposits in aggregate bank deposits de-
clined sharply from 34.6% in March 2022
t028.7% in March 2026, reflecting changing
preferences among depositors in a rising
interest rate environment. In contrast, the
share of term deposits rose from 55.2% to
61.6% during the same period, indicating
that customers were increasingly willing to
lockin funds for fixed tenures in exchange
for better returns, the RBI’s ‘Annual Basic
Statistical Return on Deposits’ report says.

Lowinterest rates

The trend of declining savings bank
rates gathered momentum during 2025-26
asbanks continued to offer attractive rates
on fixed deposits to mobilise resources and
support credit growth. As a result, overall

deposit growth strengthened across the
banking system. Banks now offer low inter-
estrates on savings bank accounts. SBI, the
largest bank, offers just 2.5% interest on
savings accounts. Savings rates have fallen
from around 6-7% in the last ten years.
SBI, on the other hand, offers 6.25% on
one-year FDs and 6.45% on two-year de-
posits. HDFC Bank also offers 6.25% on one-
year FDs and 2.5% on savings bank ac-
counts. ICICI also offers 2.5% on savings
accounts. Savings account rates declined as
the RBI slashed the repo rate — the rate at
whichitlends money to commercial banks
— from 6.50% t0 5.25% since January 2025.

Purchasing power erodes

When the savings bank deposit rate is
below retail inflation, the real return on sav-
ings is negative. In simple terms, this
means the purchasing power of money in
asavings account is eroding over time.

The current savings bank rates of
banks are nearly 100 basis points lower
than the April retail inflation level of
3.48%. One basis point is one-hundredth
of a percentage point.

Demand deposits (savings and current
account) of the banking sector were Rs 31.65

Medium-term

fixed deposits

® The share of term
deposits with an
original maturity of
onetothreeyears
rose from50.4%in
March 2022 t0 69.8%
in March 2026

® During the same
period, the share of
deposits with matur-
ities of up to one year
declined sharply to
8.8% from16.7% dur-
ing the same period.

® The trend sug-
gests that customers
sought tolockin fa-
vourable interest
rates for longer
periods.

lakh crore and term deposits Rs 225.231akh
crore asof May 15, 2026, as per RBI data. Cur-
rent accounts don’t offer any interest rate.

Savings account deposits provide cus-
tomers with easy access to their money,
allowing withdrawals at any time without
penalties or loss of principal. This high de-
gree of liquidity makes them the preferred
choice for households to meet day-to-day
expenses and maintain funds. For banks,
savings deposits have long served as a
stable and low-cost source of funding, since
the interest rates paid on these accounts are
substantially lower than those offered on
fixed or term deposits. Consequently, sav-
ings deposits help banks mobilise funds at
a relatively lower cost while ensuring de-
positors retain flexibility over their savings.

The RBI data indicates that while
households continue to anchor India’s de-
posit base, savers are increasingly favour-
ing fixed deposits over traditional savings
accounts, reshaping the liability profile of
banks and strengthening the role of term
deposits in the financial system.

Households largest source

Households remained the single largest
source of bank deposits despite a modest

decline in their share. Deposits from the
household sector accounted for 59.3% of
total deposits at the end of March 2026, the
RBI report says. However, households are
increasingly turning to mutual funds and
equities as preferred investment avenues,
attracted by the prospect of higher returns
compared to traditional savings instru-
ments like FDs. The contribution of other
sectors increased. The share of deposits
from the non-financial sector rose to18.5%
from 17.7% a year earlier, while deposits
from financial corporations increased to
7.8% from 6.8% over the same period.

Larger FDs dominate

Alook at term deposits shows that larger
deposits continued to dominate. Deposits
of Rs1crore and above accounted for 46.3%
of total term deposits as of March 2026.
Within this category, deposits of Rs 5 crore
and above alone constituted 34.8%, under-
scoring the growing importance of high-
value depositorsin banks’ fundingbase. At
the other end of the spectrum, deposits of
up to Rs 51lakh accounted for 17.8% of total
term deposits, according to the RBI report.
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Don’t take that putf: ‘Herbal’ cigarcttes are not healthy alternatives to tobacco

Ritu Sharma
Ahmedabad, June 2

IN RECENT years, several supposedly
“healthy” alternatives to cigarettes have
been growing in popularity. Among these
products are tobacco-free “herbal” cigarettes
that market themselves as “safer”, “natural”
alternatives that can help you with every-
thing from depression to anxiety to stress.
At first sight, this safety claim would ap-
pear to make sense. After all, the most harm-
ful part of conventional cigarettesisthe nic-
otine in its tobacco. So wouldn’t a product
made with herbal ingredientsbe less harm-
ful? A recent study, however, hasbusted the
claim that tobacco-free means risk-free.
Here’s a look at what herbal cigarettes
are, what the study found about their
claims of safety, and how they are falling
through the regulatory cracks in India.

What are herbal cigarettes?
Herbal cigarettes, unlike regular ones,
do not use tobacco as fillers. They instead

use herbs and dried flowers — such as
clove, basil, mint and cinnamon — thatim-
part different flavours.

And while regular cigarettes use paper
as wrappers, herbal cigarettes use tendu
(ebony) leaves — justlike bidis, India’s most
widely consumed smoking product. Her-
bal cigarettes are generally longer than a
bidibut shorter and thinner than a cigar.

What did the study find?

The study, titled “The lure of “Healthier
Smoke”: Comparative physical, chemical,
and oxidative potential characterization of
emissions from herbal and tobacco ciga-
rettes’, was published on May 17 in the
Journalof Hazardous Materials, a peer-re-
viewed international journal.

Alok Kumar Thakur, the study’s lead
author whois currently pursuing post-doc-
toral research on air quality emissions at
Colorado State University, told TheIndian
Expressthat several of the herbal cigarettes
they tested were marketed with claims
such as relieving cough, improving sleep

or easing anxiety. However, studies on their
emissions and toxicological impacts have
been limited, he pointed out.

This study compared emissions from
two of India’s highest selling tobacco brands
and four popular herbal varieties contain-
ingcombinations ofbasil, clove, cinnamon,
mint, green tea, water lily and chamomile.

It found that emissions from herbal
cigarettes were comparable to or exceeded
those from tobacco cigarettes on nearly
every metric measured. “That finding is
important because many consumers as-
sociate nicotine-free products with re-
duced harm,” said co-author Vishal Verma,
an Associate Professor of Environmental
Engineering in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

How did the study measure impact?
The researchers combusted each ciga-
rette inside a sealed, two-chamber rig de-
signed toreplicate human inhalation. They
then funnelled these emissions into instru-
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ments and collected samples, whose oxi-
dative potential they quantified as a proxy
for toxicity. Oxidative potential refersto the
capacity of a product to generate reactive
oxygen species. These are aggressive mol-
ecules that drive inflammation, lungtissue
remodelling and the vascular changes be-
hind heart disease.

The particulate matter from herbal ciga-
rettes recorded significantly higher oxi-
dative potential than that from tobacco
cigarettes. Leaf-wrapped herbal variants
turned out to be the most hazardous. Their
oxidative potential was roughly 49% higher
than paper-wrapped versions.

Chemical analysis also revealed that
one herbal cigarette, filled with basil, had
the highest lead concentration, despite
being marketed as “chemical-free with
100% natural filler for a healthy lifestyle”.

The researchers found that herbal
smoke emitted sub-500-nanometer par-
ticles —less than one-hundredth the width
of a human hair — at approximately 20%
higher concentrations in herbal smoke

than in tobacco smoke. These fine particles
are increasingly linked to cardiovascular
and respiratory disease.

Aside from the health impact, the study
also found that the combustion produces
pollutants such as particulate matter, car-
bon monoxide and hydrocarbons.

Dr Harshal Ramesh Salve, Centre for
Community Medicine at AIIMS Delhi, told
The Indian Express that herbal cigarettes
are as hazardousto health as conventional
ones, especially for youngsters who are
their major targets. “From a public health
aspect, all sorts of cigarettes are harmful.
While tobacco cigarettes always have nic-
otine content, the other forms of e-ciga-
rettes or herbal cigarettes, which are pro-
moted as an alternative to traditional
cigarettes, might develop carbon particles
which are equally harmful,” he said.

The regulatory gaps

Owingto the limited scientific evidence
on long-term health impacts, herbal ciga-
rettes often fall into regulatory grey areas.

Kolkata

India’s Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act, 2003, regulates tobacco prod-
ucts through warning labels, advertising re-
strictions and public smoking rules. But
products marketed as tobacco-free often
fall outside these frameworks. Comparable
regulatory gaps exist in other countries.

The researchers emphasised that the
study does not make direct epidemiologi-
cal claims about disease outcomes. Instead,
it focuses on measurable properties of the
emitted smoke particles and their potential
biological reactivity.

“Combustion, fine particles, soot, trace
metals, and the wrapper around them all
matter more than what is written on the
box,” said co-author P S Ganesh Subra-
manian, who is a postdoctoral researcher
at Washington University in St Louis.

“With the herbal cigarette category po-
tentially attracting younger consumers and
first-time smokers using wellness-oriented
language, thereis an urgent need todevelop
frameworks to regulate the marketing of to-
bacco alternatives,” the study urged.
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I do not wish women to have power
over men; but over themselves.

— Mary Wollstonecraft
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Girls rewrite JEE script.
Campus must keep pace

OR THE first time, more than 10,000 girls have qualified

for admission to premier engineering institutions, in-

cluding Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs). This

means nearly one in four women who appeared for the
JEE Advanced 2026 examination has qualified, a striking im-
provement that has pushed the number of successful female can-
didates up by almost 89 per cent since 2019. The achievement sig-
nals that sustained policy interventions, including the
introduction of supernumerary seats for women in II'Ts in 2018
and targeted efforts to encourage girls into STEM education, are
beginning to reshape one of India’s most competitive academic
spheres. Yet, the significance of the result lies not merely in greater
access to elite institutions but in what it reveals about the un-
tapped potential of women when structural barriers are lowered.

That reality is especially significant because higher education
has long been shaped by structural disadvantages that dispro-
portionately affect women: Access to coaching, societal expecta-
tions around career choices, concerns about mobility and safety,
and the unequal burden of domestic responsibilities. According
to the AISHE 202122, only 28.8 per cent of female students pur-
sued engineering and technology. Yet, the experience inmedicine
shows that gender gaps are notimmutable. Given the opportun-
ity, women participate, compete and excel at the highest levels.
For every 100 men, there were 100 women enrolled in medical
collegesin2020-21. InNEET UG 2024, of the roughly 24 1akh stu-
dents who registered, 13.76 lakh were female against 10.29 lakh
male; of the 13.151akh who qualified, 7.69 lakh were women. More
women are opting for what have long been male strongholds —
cardiology, oncology, and neurology. Almost half of the country’s
surgeons in the coming decade are projected to be women. The
challenge for engineering education is to achieve and sustain a
similar trajectory while addressing the attrition and career inter-
ruptions that affect women professionals later in life.

The next test will centre on inclusion and diversity on campus.
Engineering campuses must be prepared towelcome alarger co-
hort of women through safe hostels, robust mentoring systems,
leadership opportunities, gender-sensitive grievance mechan-
isms, and academic cultures that challenge stereotypes. Several
IITs have already introduced such measures, but these efforts
need to be a part of institutional planning at scale to ensure that
women thrive notjust on campusbut alsobeyond it. The JEE Ad-
vanced outcome is more than a story of the irrepressible deter-
mination of the country’s girls. It isan opportunity for engineering
campuses to redefine excellence in more inclusive terms.

Delhi’'s death traps sap
spirit of young aspirants

HE BUILDING collapse in Dehi’s Saidulajab that

claimed six lives evokes a sense of terrible déja vu. The

five-storey building shouldn’t legally have had more

than three floors. When it gave way on Saturday, the
structure was undergoing more illegal construction. Unauth-
orised floors, weak foundations, use of poor-quality materialsand
deviations from approved plans seem to have become common-
place in Delhi. Inresponse to aquestion in the Lok Sabhain 2023,
the Ministry of Urban Affairs said that authorities in the city had
identified 55,000 constructions that violate norms. The city has
seenaworrying trend of building collapses and fires over thelast
decade. Yet, more often than not, it takes a catastrophe or a court
order for officials to book the violators or call for accountability.
Eventhen, the governance deficits that cause calamitiessuch as
the one in Saidulajab remain unaddressed.

Thelatest tragedy is particularly heartbreaking because most
of the victims were students, including medical and engineering
college aspirants. Delhi has several hostels, paying-guest accom-
modations and low-cost rental housing that cater to people seek-
ing a better future in the Capital. However, in their haste to cash
in on the commercial opportunities from such migration, many
property owners compromise on safety. Preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that such shortcuts were behind the Saidu-
lajabtragedy. A stronginspection mechanism could have averted
it. But as tragedy after tragedy — the hospital fire in 2024, the
flooding of an UPSC coaching centre the same year, numerous
building collapses — have shown, the enforcement of such basic
municipal protocols remains at a premium in the Capital.

These shortcomings should resonate with Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta. Asa three-time municipal councillor, she has
first-hand knowledge of the systemic weaknesses that have per-
sisted in civicbodies across political regimes. The Delhi CM’s back-
ground as a popular studentleader could have informed policies
sensitive to the difficult conditions faced by young migrants. After
the public uproar over the Saidulajab incident, municipality of-
ficers have reportedly said that they will conduct an audit of un-
safe buildings. The city’sauthorities need todomore. The proper
tribute to the victims would be to ensure that death traps such as
the one in Saidulajab do not come up in the first place.

In and as Suman
Kalyanpur

HE STORY of Hindi playback music is almost always

that of its most recognised voices. Excellence at the

craft didn’t always mean popular recognition. Suman

Kalyanpur, who passed away in Mumbai on May 31,
exemplified this contradiction. Despite a silken voice, remark-
able artistry and some very popular songs to her credit, Kalyan-
pur almost always remained outside the pantheon of the great
women playback voices of her time.

Kalyanpur’s entry in the industry coincided with the firm-
ing of hierarchiesin Hindi playback music. On Radio Ceylon,
singer names were often not announced before and after a
song. Kalyanpur was compared to Lata Mangeshkar to the ex-
tent that she was rarely heard as an artiste in her own right.
But her songs —the wistful ‘Na tum humein jaano’ (Baat Ek
Raat Ki), the haunting ‘Mere mehboob na ja’ (Noormahal),
the flirtatious ‘Na na karte pyar’ (JabJab Phool Khile), the clas-
sically sound ‘Ajahun na aaye baalma’ (Saanjh aur Savera)
and the delightful duet, ‘Aaj kal tere mere pyar ke charche’
(Brahmachari) with Mohammad Rafi, and many others —
speak of Kalyanpur’s range, which deserved more recognition
than she actually received.

Get the “other Lata”, composers would say if Mangeshkar
was not available. But a keen ear to those recordings, in more
than 100 films, can set the record straight. Suman Kalyanpur’s
rightful place is among the more accomplished voices of the
golden era of Hindi film songs.
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BY C RAJA MOHAN

INCE WORLD War II, Japan has

deliberately defined itself as a

peaceful nation. Relying on the

USforits security, Tokyo builtone

of the world’s largest economies
while renouncing nuclear weapons, avoid-
ing the use of force, and refusing to project
itsconventional military power. That erais
now drawingto a close.

China’s growing regional assertiveness
and America’s ambivalence in Asia, es-
pecially regarding the defence of Taiwan
against potential Chinese aggression, have
caused much of Asiato complain about the
Donald Trump administration and mutter
aboutitslikely abandonment of the region.
Tokyo, however, is not wringing its hands;
it is acting to defend itself and help others
secure themselves against Chinese expan-
sionism and the US volatility.

At the annual Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore last week, Japanese Defence
Minister Shinjiro Koizumi unveiled three
broad directions of a new security policy:
To step up national defence spending and
military modernisation, increase defence
cooperation with friendly nations, and lift
restrictions on the export of arms. The
shift marks one of the major transforma-
tions in Asian geopolitics since the end of
the Cold War.

controls limited arms exports and con-
strained military cooperation with foreign
partners. Tokyo has now reached a very dif-
ferent conclusion. Itargues that preserving
peace in Asia requires active participation
in shaping the regional balance of power.
The resultis a historic relaxation of arms ex-
ports announced in April this year.

The most visible symbol of this change
isthe agreement last month to supply 11 up-
graded Mogami-class frigates to Australia.
The contract, estimated at nearly $7 billion,
isthelargest defence exportin Japan’s post-
war history, and goes beyond a simple com-
mercial transaction. It creates a framework
for Japan’s long-term defence-industrial
collaboration with Australia and other re-
gional partners. It also points to the con-
struction of regional defence networks that
are not dependent on Washington.

In Singapore, Koizumi announced that
New Zealand is also interested in the pur-
chase of Mogami-class frigates from Tokyo.
The emerging Japan-Australia-New Zeal-
and security triangle is not aformal alliance
but part of a new web of defence cooper-
ation involving production, logistics, tech-
nology sharing and interoperability. Similar
conversations are unfolding between Japan
and the Philippines, as well as with other
maritime states anxious about the changing
balance of power in Asia.

Koizumi rejected China’s high-
pitched accusations about Japan’s
militarism and rearmament.
Pointingto China’sexpanding nu-
clear arsenal and growing conven-
tional military power, Koizumi
gently suggested that “the pot is
calling the kettle black”. China
can’t dramatically build up itsown

Tokyo is not breaking fromits
One China policy. But it has
increasingly signalled that a
military conflict over Taiwan
would have direct
consequences for Japan

armament and militarism.

What is driving Tokyo’s new military
doctrine is not nostalgia for great-power
statusintheimperial era, but anxiety about
the future balance of power in Asia. The Tai-
wan question has sharpened these con-
cerns. Under Prime Minister Sanae Takai-
chi, Japan has moved closer than ever to
publicly acknowledging that its own secur-
ity islinked to peace in Taiwan.

Tokyo is not breaking from its One
China policy. But it has increasingly sig-
nalled that a military conflict over Taiwan
would have direct consequences for Japan.
Chinese reactions have been predictably
fierce, with Beijing accusing Tokyo of
crossing red lines and interfering in
China’s internal affairs.

But Takaichi’s Japan is not willing to
quiver under Chinese bullying. Tokyo be-
lieves preservation of peace in the Taiwan
Straitis critical to regional stability. This does
not mean Japan seeks confrontation.
Rather, it reflectsagrowingbeliefthat deter-
rence requires both clarity and capability.

The Taiwan issue has become a litmus
test for Japan’s strategic evolution. For dec-
ades, Tokyo preferred ambiguity. Today, it
believes peace in Taiwan is critical for Asian
security. That the US Secretary of War, Pete
Hegseth, tiptoed around the question of
Taiwan at the Shangri-La Dialogue is
widely viewed as part of President
Trump’s effort to please China’s
leader, Xi Jinping, after the Beijing
summit last month.

To be fair, Hegseth reaffirmed
the US commitment to the balance
of power in Asia; he also argued
that the US will not allow China to
exercise hegemony over Asia. But

also called on the allies and partners to do
more for themselves.

On its part, Japan is trying to reconcile
two strategic imperatives. The first is pre-
serving the American alliance, which has
been the foundation of its security. The sec-
ond is reducing excessive dependence on
the United States by strengthening regional
security partnerships and creating Asian
defence-industrial networks.

The imperatives for Delhi are similar —
engage Washington on defence where
beneficial, but also simultaneously en-
hance strategic collaboration with regional
powers like Japan, South Korea, Australia,
and the ASEAN countries. Plans for bilat-
eral and regional defence collaboration al-
ready exist in Delhi. What India needsisan
urgent and purposeful transformation of
plans into concrete outcomes.

Unlike China, India has long wel-
comed Japan to play alarger security role
in Asia. What has changed is Tokyo’s will-
ingness to act upon that logic. The old
Japan was an economic giant and a mili-
tary minimalist. The new Japan seeks to
be something different: A security partnetr,
a defence-industrial power and an active
participant in shaping the balance of
power in Asia. Tokyo’s strategic reorienta-
tion is not merely a Japanese story. It is
part of Asia’s wider search for a new equi-
librium in an era of Chinese power and
American reorientation.

The writer is a contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express. He is
a distinguished professor at the Motwani Jadeja

Institute of American Studies, Jindal Global
University and holds the Korea Foundation
Chair on Asian geopolitics at the Council for

For decades, Japan’s defence industry

military capabilities, indulge in co-

the way Trump is going about it

Strategic and Defence Research, Delhi
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processing unitin one of the
remotest corners of the country. The drive
explained the place’s economics better
than any report could. Here, altitude,
weather and distance are not background
conditions; they are built into the price of
every product that must leave the valley.
Inside the unit, there were no sea buck-
thorn berries.

It was May, and the harvest had ended
months earlier, in the short autumn win-
dow when the fruit comes off the bush.
What stood there instead were juice and
pulp sealed and labelled, and dried
berries packed from last autumn’s har-
vest. The unit also had mobile aseptic pro-
cessing capacity. That detail stayed with
me because it demonstrated the enter-
prise’s practical intelligence. They had
understood the problem clearly: In La-
dakh, the crop is brief, the road is long,
and the berry cannot wait. So the first act
of processing had to be brought closer to
the harvest.

Food processing is usually discussed
in the language of large plants, invest-
ment figures and export targets. In Tirith,
the point was narrower and more im-
mediate. The unit showed that enterprise
in a remote region is often an answer to
necessity.

I had seen the same point earlier in
Leh, in the work of Deachen Angmo. A
few years ago, she earned Rs 8,000 a
month as a wage labourer. Today, she runs
K-Top Food Processing, a unit built
around sea buckthorn, one of Ladakh’s
most difficult crops. She buys the berry
from local collectors, turns it into juice,
pulp, dried berries and jam under her own
brand, and sells to markets well beyond
the Union Territory.

Sea buckthorn brings the difficulty
and the opportunity into one plant. The
shrub grows over cold, thorny ground.
The berries are small, soft and hard to
pick. The harvest window is short, and
once the fruit is off the bush, it cannot
wait for processing somewhere distant. It
has to be cleaned, pulped, dried or pre-
served quickly. Delay costs quality, and

N A recent visit to Ladakh, I

drove from Leh to Tirith, a
= =) village in Nubra, crossing
t . ,.-"
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lost quality costs price. Deachen’s unit
grew because the support she received
met the crop’s actual needs. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro
Food Processing Enterprises Scheme, she
accessed finance and invested in the ma-
chinery needed to process sea buckthorn
quickly, package it properly and sell it
under her own brand.

A woman who once worked as a wage
labourer now runs an enterprise with a
turnover in crores, employs workers, and
sustains a supply chain linked to local col-
lectors and families in her own commu-
nity. Her unit also points to the larger gap.
To make such examples less rare, local
processors need finance, machinery and
formal support before a perishable crop
can become a marketable product.
PMFME has helped create that starting
point in Ladakh: Under the scheme, 101
loans have been sanctioned, and 89 have
been disbursed to micro food processing
units across the Union Territory, and seed
capital assistance of Rs1.81 crore hasbeen
approved for 651 SHG members.

A single enterprise may process alocal
crop, but it cannot alone provide storage,
testing, packaging, branding, market ac-
cess and larger shared facilities. That
requires common infrastructure. Under
PMFME, common incubation centres
have been approved for sea buckthorn
processing in Leh and apricot processing
in Kargil, giving local producers access to
facilities that would otherwise remain
beyond theirindividual reach. Shared in-
frastructure addresses one part of the gap.
Collective support and product identity
address another. That is why branding
and marketing support have been ap-
proved for sea buckthorn products under
“Wonder Berry” and apricot products
under “Kargil Gold”.

Deachen Angmo’s journey from a
wage labourer to the head of a thriving
multi-crore enterprise is powerful proof
of what happens when local potential
meets the rightinstitutional support. The
ultimate goal of our efforts is not just to
celebrate a single success story, but to rep-
licate it across every valley.

The writer is Cabinet Minister of
Food Processing Industries of India

denies

VRINDA
SHUKLA

Thereis an
urgent need to
consider
allowing
private
hospitals with
state-of-the-art
infrastructure
and well-
trained doctors
to conduct
autopsies

From Ladakh, a seabuckthorn | Whenadistorted autopsy
parable about enterprise |

ustice

YOUNG married woman found hanging by the
noose is adjudged “dead due to uncertain causes”
by the doctor conducting the autopsy, who goes on
to preserve her viscera samples. Despite the regis-
tration of an FIR alleging a dowry death, the autopsy
report makes itimpossible for the police to make arrests until the
viscera testing results are received, which could take more than
a year. Despite a visible ligature mark on the victim’s neck, the
doctor, ignorantly or deliberately, takes no stand on whether the
hanging was ante mortem or post mortem. A police appeal tore-
view the autopsy report is dismissed as infeasible due to the un-
availability of videography and the body having been cremated.
Such subversion of the importance of forensic evidence is com-
mon, particularly in cases of homicide or while trying to distin-
guish homicide from suicide. The distortion in the autopsy report
may be due to incompetence, malfeasance or lack of resources.

It takes the national outrage over the death of the educated,
vibrant Twisha Sharma, allegedly a victim of torture by a lawyer
husband and amother-in-law, a formerjudge, to persuade ahigh
court to order a repeat autopsy. Even then, while her family ap-
pealed for a second autopsy, her body was kept in the mortuary
at-4°C —way higher than is needed to preserve abody for alonger
duration — with no preservation facilities in the state capital.

Without prejudice to the facts of the case of Twisha Sharma,
there is no denying that the collection of forensic evidence, par-
ticularly autopsies, is vulnerable to distortions. In most states,
medico-legal autopsies are carried out only at government hos-
pitals or medical colleges. Government doctors, fatigued from
their tremendous patient load and a huge number of routine
autopsies on account of accidental deaths, working in decrepit
post-mortem houses, carry out perfunctory procedures with
compromised quality. Only in sensitive cases do the police re-
quest that the autopsy be conducted by a panel of doctors with
videography. However, the output of such videography by un-
trained persons is amateurish and hardly useful for a construc-
tive review of the autopsy.

Thereisanurgent need to consider allowing private hospitals
with state-of-the-art infrastructure and well-trained doctors to
conduct autopsies. This would ease the load on government fa-
cilities and help launch advanced forensics programmes at pri-
vateinstitutions, ultimately producing more qualified experts. A
regulatory and supervisory framework can be putin placetoen-
sure these private hospitals are held accountable.

There is also an urgent need to upgrade and standardise the
district-level physical infrastructure where autopsies are con-
ducted toensure proper ventilation, sufficient lighting and requi-
site tools. Ceiling- or wall-mounted videography systems, pro-
grammed to professionally record the process, enabled with Al
models like Claude for superior video analytics, are a pressing
necessity. Finally, what is most imperative is that cases of wilful
tampering or negligence in the collection and handling of forensic
evidence be held to account. Else we risk jeopardising even the
sanctity of science as a potent aid in the pursuit of justice.

The writer is an IPS officer. Views are personal
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Cong-lpaneltodiscuss Tripathi

THE CONGRESS (I) Working Committee was
scheduled to meetin New Delhito consider
possible action against the party’s working
president, Kamlapati Tripathi. The committee
was also expected to review the political situ-
ation, adopt aresolution condemning divi-
sive and anti-national forces, and discuss a
code of conduct for party members.

L

Planebombingplotfoiled

Sri ks INDIAN DIPLOMATIC sources in Washington
ottt said the arrest of five Sikhs accused of plot-

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

ting to bomb an Air India flight had occurred
only hours before the plan could have been
carried out. The suspects were allegedly pre-
paring to plant explosives on Air India Flight
112 from New York to Delhi, which was carry-
ing Finance Minister VV P Singh and Minister of
State for External Affairs KR Narayanan.

Reliancedebentureissue

PUNJAB NATIONAL Bank (PNB) rejected loan
applications from several companies seeking
funds to purchase debenturesissued by Re-
liance Industries Ltd, citing RBI rules that pro-
hibit advances for speculative purposes.

Kolkata

Israel replaces attorney general

THE ISRAELI cabinet replaced Attorney
General Yitzhak Zamir, who had been press-
ing for the prosecution of the head of Is-
rael’s internal security service in connec-
tion with the deaths of two Palestinians.
Zamir was succeeded by Yossef
Kharish,who indicated that the police in-
vestigation into the alleged killings and
subsequent cover-up would probably be
delayed.

There was no edition on June 3, 1986. The above
stories are from the June 2, 1986 edition.
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SURJIT S BHALLA

N AN earlier article (‘BJP is winning
theelections, butlosingthe economy;
IE, May 21), I had expressed worry and
concernover declining private invest-
mentinIndia.Ihad suggested thatthe
large reduction in the share of private invest-
ment was a decade-old problem, and one
most likely caused by a worsening invest-
ment climate in India. I suggested that the
investment climate had deteriorated follow-
ing (induced by?) the stringent rules against
foreign direct investment (FDI) enacted by
the 2015 Model Bilateral Investment Treaty.
The government constructively answered,
via CEA Ananth Nageswaran (‘We need to
speed up economic reforms, but pessimism
obscures, doesn’tilluminate, IE, May 23).In
thisarticle, Iuse Indonesian and Indian BITs
forillumination.
Indonesia: A tale of triumph:In 2014, In-
donesiamade abold announcement that it
was scrapping every one of its existing Bi-
lateral Investment Treaties (BITs) and start-
ing over with a new model. The trigger was
a pair of foreign mining companies — Chur-
chill Mining and Newmont — who had
sued the Indonesian government for al-
leged violations of foreign investment law.
Indonesia won both cases.

The Churchill Mining affair is especially
instructive. The Indonesian government
proved in court that Churchill’s local
partner, the Ridlatama Group, had forged
documents — including mechanically re-
produced signatures of local government of-
ficials —to fraudulently obtain mining con-
cessions. Ridlatama was well-connected,
but Indonesia’s anti-corruption agency, the
KPK, had real teeth. It deployed phone-tap-
ping and financial-tracking powers to hunt
down the regional politicians who had
traded mining licences for campaign cash.
By 2016, the KPK had indicted over 30 senior
officials — among them six parliamen-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Listing Tata Sons

THE AUTHORS frame thelisting
debate with appropriate nuance
(‘Tolist, or not tolist Tata Sons,
thatis our question’, IE, June 2).
Transparency and accountability
are legitimate public interests, but
donotautomatically require an
IPO. Tata Sons has demonstrated
that unlisted structures can sus-
taininstitutional integrity across
generations, balance commercial
ambition with social responsibil-
ity,and maintain governance
standards that many listed Indian
companies have failed tomatch. If
the concernisdisclosure, manda-
tory reporting frameworks can
achieve that without the short-ter-
mism that public markets intro-
duce. The decision should rest
with the company’s board.

M Barathi, Bengaluru

RCB'’s teamwork

THE IPL title victory means more
toRCBthanjustatrophy (‘RCBis
Kohli, and much more’, IE, June
2). For nearly two decades, RCB
carried the weight of unfulfilled
promise, which made this win ca-
thartic. The season demonstrated
that sustained success requires
collective depth, not dependence
onone player’sbrilliance.
Patidar’s consistency, the bowling
unit’sdiscipline, and the coaching
staff’s willingness to redistribute
responsibility were decisive. That
structural evolution is what separ-
atesaone-season triumph froma
lasting competitive identity.
SMJeeva, Chennai

Dignified work

ALGORITHMIC MANAGEMENT
has effectively reproduced piece-
rate labour conditions on an enor-
mous scale while avoiding the
regulatory scrutiny traditional
employment attracts (‘New algo-
rithms, same old exploitation of
gigworkers’, IE, June 2). The
threshold at which incentives
begin, set only above a punishing
baseline, isnotadesign flaw but a
design choice. India’s gig
workforce numbers in the tens of
millions. Portable benefits, trans-
parent disclosure of performance
metrics, and minimum earning
guarantees are the minimum con-
ditions for dignified work.

Swathi Senthilkumar, Coimbatore

tarians, three governors, and four district
heads — foracceptingbribesto fabricatere-
source permits. The corrupt officials went
tojail. The Ridlatama Group was dissolved
and its mininglicences revoked, effectively
shutting the door on prosecution of its
executives while delivering the same result:
The company ceased to exist.
Theinternational business community
warned Indonesia that taking on powerful
multinationals would scare off the foreign
investment it badly needed. That warning
has not aged well. In the decade before
2015, Indonesia attracted an average of $14
billion a year in inward foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI), with net FDI runningat1.1
per cent of GDP. Inthe decade since itsnew
approach, inward FDI has risen to $20 bil-
lion a year, and net FDI to 14 per
cent of GDP — even as global FDI

Two new governments in 2014

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

and a presidingjudge agreed upon by both,
who must be a national of neither country.
Itislean, neutral, and fast.

India: A tale of self-inflicted woes:
India watched Indonesia and drew the
wrong lessons. Like Indonesia, India can-
celled its existing BITs in 2016, prompted
by a dispute with an Australian mining
company, White Industries. But the Indian
case had a twist: The domestic party was
not a private firm but Coal India — a com-
pany owned by the Indian government
itself. White Industries had won an arbitra-
tion award of just $2.2 million. Yet thanks
to crushing backlogs and procedural grid-
lockin the Calcutta and Delhi High Courts,
a decade passed with no result, and no
award. In 2011, White Industries sued the
Government of India, won, and
the Supreme Court ordered Coal

flows became more competitive,  — [ndonesiaandIndia.Both  India to pay interest and legal

rising frqm $0.65 trillion in 2004 wanted reform of BITs. One costs on :[Op ofthe orlglqal sum.

to $1.6 trillion today. India’s response to this embar-
Indonesia has since signed chosetheforwardpath.The  yassmentwasto passanew Model

only two new BITs, one of them
with Singapore. That treaty reveals
the country’s new philosophy: A
cooling-off period of just 12
months, followed by a three-judge
panel — one chosen by each party,

other chose regression. One
gained international investors’
respect and money. The other
gained contempt and exodus

BIT in 2015 that is the most re-
strictive one passed by any gov-
ernment — it isamodel of defens-
ive state protection. In contrast to
Indonesia’s requirement of a 12-

month cooling-off period, the In-

on‘tdress up aflawed system

dian BIT required 60 months. Sixty
months in Indian courts before any inter-
national arbitration could begin. This was
not reform — it was retrenchment.

Ten years on, the Finance Minister an-
nounced inthe 2025 Budget that India would
finally revise 2015 Model BIT policy. That
revision has yet tomaterialise. It appears that
the government’s idea of a concession is
trimming the mandatory court reconcili-
ation period from five years tothree years —
while still routing disputes through Indian
courts and possibly through a tribunal
chaired by an Indian judge.

Two new governments in 2014 — In-
donesia and India. Both wanted reform of
BITs. One chose the forward path. The other
chose deep regression. One gained the re-
spect and money of international investors.
The other gained contempt and exodus.

The Chief Economic Adviser has made
two arguments in India’s defence: That
BITs have “weak or no effect” on FDI in-
flows, and that inward FDI hit a record in
2025-26 in any case.

Both deserve scrutiny. Yes, gross inward
FDIreached anominal record of $94.5billion
in 2025-26. But the more meaningful figure
— net inward FD], after subtracting repatri-
ated profits and capital — was $41 billion,
marginally below the $41.7 billion recorded
in 2008-09. Meanwhile, Indian companies
sent a record $33.3 billion out of the country
asoutward FDIin the sameyear (2025-26) —
money that might otherwise have been in-
vested at home. When measured as a share
of GDP, net FDI stood at 0.77 per cent — the
second-lowest on record, with only 2004-05
coming in lower at 0.73 per cent.

Indonesia bet on the rule of law, a
cleaned house, and watched investment
flowin. Indiadressed up aflawed systemin
new paperwork and called it reform — and
capital hasresponded accordingly. When a
country cannot persuade the world that a
$2-million arbitration award will be hon-
oured without a decade of courtroom the-
atre, the numbers in the FDI ledger are not
amystery. They are a verdict.

The writer is chairperson of the Technical Expert
Group for the first official Household Income
Survey for India. Views are personal
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RAJA MENON

ALTHOUGH INDIA is not a direct comba-
tant in the Iran war, it has been impacted by
inflation, fiscal stress, slower growth, supply
chain disruption, pressure on agriculture,
and alarge outflow of capital. Has something
similar happened before?

In 18th-century Europe, Great Britain
and France were locked in a struggle for su-
premacy. France had over twice the popula-
tion of Britain and three times its GDP. Yet
between 1750 and 1800, Britain’s economy
tripled. That growth financed victory over
France and theloss ofits colonies in America
and India. The usual explanation is the In-
dustrial Revolution and the Bank of Eng-
land. But later scholarship has questioned
both claims. The Industrial Revolution, it is
argued, began only around 1770, and the ag-
ricultural surplus said to have funded it has
never been convincingly established.

Amore persuasive explanation liesinthe
empire. British power was built not simply
at home but through the capture of wealth
abroad, especially in India. The first Indian
force trained to European standards was
raised at Madras by Stringer Lawrence and
Robert Clive. Sailing up the Hooghly on
Royal Navy ships, they defeated the Nawab
of Bengal at Plassey in 1757. The resulting
treaty gave the East India Company the
right of diwani, orland revenue, in Ben-
gal, Bihar and Orissa, a region whose
population exceeded that of Great Brit-
ain. After 1857, the British Crown re-
placed the Company, but the logic re-
mained the same. India’s textile trade

China’s aim has not been
territorial annexation. It
has been to tie India down
south of the Himalayas

was destroyed and replaced by Lancashire
cloth made with Indian cotton. India was
conquered by seaby a country one-tenth its
size, 5,000 miles away, while it remained tied
to a continental outlook and treated the
oceans as kala pani.

Can somethinglike that happen again?
Not in the same way, but the deeper logic
has returned.

Around 2015, China-watchers began to
notice that the Chinese Dream, the 13th and
14th Five-Year Plans, and the National Secur-
ity Strategy of 2015 together pointed to a
grand strategy aimed at strategic pre-emi-
nence. Basil Liddell Hart defined grand strat-
egy as an all-of-government approach to
strategic competition in which war is the
least desirable option. China’s version is dif-
ferent. It seeks influence through economic
dependence, infrastructure finance, market
access, energy corridors, supply-chain domi-
nance, control of digital nodes and the ability
todeny them, pressure on cablelandingsta-
tions, and efforts to weaken the dollar and
bypass SWIFT.

Nowhere is this more evident than in
China’s use of proxies, especially Pakistan
andIran. Beijing has supplied military assis-
tance to Pakistan, which allowed it to obtain
targeting data during Operation
Sindoor.Iran, too, received similar
supporttotarget USinstallationsin
the Gulf. This is modern strategic
competition: Not conquest by
massed armies, but influence, de-
nial and remote reach.

Don't forget the economy
in military strategy

Chinese thinking also reflects Sun Tzu’s
enduringinsight: The greatest victory iswon
without fighting. Anotheristhat distant con-
flicts are decided by shaping the environ-
mentwithoutbattle. From enabling Pakistan
todevelopitsnuclear weaponsto theborder
crises at Sumdorong Chu, Doklam and Gal-
wan, the pattern for India has been unmis-
takable. China’s aim has not been territorial
annexation. It has been to tie India down
south of the Himalayas, consumingits atten-
tion and limiting its freedom of action.

India must therefore think strategically,
not sentimentally. Its real leverage against
China’s $20-trillion economy is not a Hima-
layan stalemate but its maritime geography.
India sits astride the Indian Ocean and can
influence the status of the Strait of Malacca,
the Strait of Hormuz, the Red Sea and the
Suez Canal. Negotiatingwith Beijing over the
land boundary, asecondaryissueinitsgrand
design, without the backing of hard power
at sea, would be another capitulation. And
theideaofatri-service, five-domain theatre
command against a declining player with a
GDP lower than Tamil Nadu’s would be
another error of judgment.

History does not repeat itself in the
same form. But its methods, adapted to
new technology and new instruments of
power, do return. India should remember
that before it confuses tactical activity with
strategic wisdom.

Menon is a retired rear admiral and author of
The Long View from Delhi

On WhatsApp we
hearourselves. It's
timetohavea
keen ear for others

SHIVANI SIBAL

FRIEND’S husband mentioned casually the other
day that he was not on WhatsApp. I told him this
was male privilege. It was a joke, but not entirely.
If I left WhatsApp, several parts of my children’s
lives would collapse almost immediately. Plans
would be missed. School updates would vanish into thin air.
Birthday invitations, dress-up days, tuition-teacher coordina-
tion — all gone. Thellittle joy left in my life after all this is done,
in the form of — what else —a WhatsApp group with my besties
where we take down our enemies, moan about insignificant
problems, discuss outfits, and speculate about who islikely on
Ozempic —also gone. My school friends and I, divided by conti-
nents but united on a WhatsApp group, would have no space
to co-exist in the identity DPS class 0f 1998. Neighbours would
remain anonymous. Countless small businesses in the country
run on WhatsApp. What presents itself as amessaging app has
become the invisible infrastructure of community living.

That ubiquity is what makes WhatsApp hard to think about
clearly. Todismissit astrivial, or toblameit for everything, is sim-
plistic. Inreallife, itisboth indispensable and corrosive. It has be-
come the village square, the building noticeboard, the school
diary, the complaint book, the emergency alert system, and a
space where every minor irritation can suddenly acquire the
moral seriousness of a public issue.

Iam old enough to remember a time when we had to suffer
small inconveniences in silence, without a forum to turn them
intoadispute. You grumbled to your spouse/ sister/best friend,
raged privately, got avoodoo doll of the offending party, what-
ever. Then, you cooled down, or you forgot. Now every incon-
venience arrives before a readymade focus-group audience.
A noisy neighbour? Rage on the colony WhatsApp group. Your
child’s school bus is late, or you don’t like the teacher? Rage
on the school WhatsApp group. Every small action in this
very large world can be instantly narrated, circulated and dis-
sected. The very act of typing it out enlarges it. Irritation
hardens into grievance by
virtue of being witnessed.

I don’t think this is be-
cause we have become worse
people. It is because the
medium hasaltered the tem-
perature of ordinary feeling,.
WhatsApp has collapsed the
distance between annoyance
and expression. It has re-
moved the cooling-off period
in which proportion once
had a chance to intervene.
Trivial matters and passing
feelings, once fleeting, now
arrive before ajury and audience. They are no longer merely ex-
perienced; they are performed.

And performance, of course, changes behaviour.

We would not dream of speaking to our neighbours in person
in the tone we casually use on WhatsApp. There isa Hindi phrase,
aankhon ki sharam. Face to face, the body intervenes. Shame
does some useful work. We hear ourselves. We see the other per-
son’s expression. We remember that living together peacefully
depends on proportion of response. On WhatsApp, all of that falls
away. Hostility can dress itself up as administration.

And yetitwould be one-dimensional to demonise WhatsApp.
The same platform that magnifies a particular breed of pettiness
also enables fellowship. The same group that left you feeling
judged and persecuted at 8.05 am can rescue you at 8.10.

In addition to the multiple personalities we all carry, we de-
velop a specific one just for WhatsApp. A is the one who always
knows; B the one who always reminds. C is the peacemaker,
smoothing over friction. And of course, there are the watchers,
always reading, never commenting. There is support here, un-
deniably, but also pressure, pressure to remain responsive, tore-
main informed, to have a wisecrack ready, and so on.

What is striking is how few people are truly free to opt out.
The man whois “not on WhatsApp” is charmingly old-school,
above the nonsense. A mother who does the same is irrespon-
sible and aloof. Her absence would not be construed as inde-
pendence; it would be called negligence.

WhatsApp did not create grievance, self-importance, lone-
liness, nosiness or the need to be heard. But it did provide a
highly efficient delivery system for all of them. The question is
not whether we should all leave; that is no longer really an op-
tion. The question is whether we can recover any sense of scale
inside the groups themselves — whether support can remain
support without sliding into pressure, performance and moral
theatre. Or, as a neighbourhood elder in my colony WhatsApp
group implored “Good Morning, be Lavish to appreciate, Be a
Miser to criticise”.

Sibal is the author of Equations (2021)

KAMINTI WALIA

THERECENT approval of Zaynich by the US
FDA marks a watershed moment for the In-
dian innovation ecosystem. For decades,
India hasbeen recognised as the “pharmacy
of the world”, supplying affordable medi-
cines and vaccines at scale. With Zaynich, it
hasdemonstrated something equally impor-
tant: The ability todiscover, develop, and glo-
bally commercialise a novel antibiotic that
meets the standards of one of the world's
most demanding regulators.

This comes at a critical time. Antimicro-
bial resistance (AMR) isamong the most seti-
ous threats to global health, and India bears
adisproportionate share of thisburden. Zay-

An Indian antibiotic onthe global stage

nich’s development has been informed by
the realities of AMR in India. Resistance
mechanisms prevalent in Indian healthcare
settings, and clinical and microbiological
datagenerated from Indian patientsand in-
stitutions, have helped shape the product’s
development. In many ways, this is a medi-
cine designed with some of the world’s
toughest resistance challenges in mind.

The FDA approval sends a powerful
message: Indian drug innovators have ar-
rived onthe global stage. Indian firmsareno
longer confined to manufacturing generic
medicines or incremental improvements.
They are increasingly capable of undertak-
ing the high-risk, scientifically demanding
journey of discovering and developing new
therapeutics with global relevance. This is
precisely the transformation policymakers
have long sought to encourage.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

India now has an opportunity to ensure
itsregulatory framework keeps pace with its
innovation ambitions. It would be paradox-
ical if a drug developed with substantial In-
dian scientific contributions and approved
by a stringent international regulator were
toface prolonged delays before reaching In-
dian patients. The Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation should consider an ex-
pedited pathway for innovative antibiotics

The CDSCO should consider an
expedited pathway for innovative
antibiotics that address critical
unmet medical needs and have
already undergone rigorous
evaluation by trusted regulators

that address critical unmet medical needs
and have already undergone rigorous evalu-
ation by trusted regulatory authorities.

Such a pathway need not compromise
scientific rigor. Regulatory reliance models,
increasingly adopted around the world,
allow regulatorsto focus onissues oflocal rel-
evance while avoiding duplication of assess-
ments already completed tointernationally
accepted standards.

India should also recognise the strategic
importance of rewarding innovation. Drug
discoveryisexpensive, uncertain, and time-
consuming. Every successful product cre-
ates confidence among investors, re-
searchers, academic institutions, and
biotechnology start-ups that India can com-
peteglobally in pharmaceutical innovation.
Aresponsive regulatory pathway would sig-
nal thatIndia values and supports those will-

Kolkata

ing to undertake this challengingjourney.

Atthesametime, expedited access must
be accompanied by strong antimicrobial
stewardship. Novel antibiotics are precious
resources that must be used judiciously to
preserve their effectiveness. Accelerated ap-
proval should therefore be linked to appro-
priate stewardship measures, surveillance,
and post-marketing monitoring.

Zaynich symbolises the maturation of In-
dia’s life-sciences ecosystem and demon-
strates that Indian innovation can address
global health challenges at the highest level.
By ensuringrapid, responsible accesstosuch
breakthroughs, India can reinforce its
emergence notonly asthe world’s pharmacy
but also as one of its innovation engines.

The writer is senior scientist and
programme officer, AMR, ICMR
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SOUTHKOREAN STOCK MARKET CAP ROSE 86% THIS YEAR

Indiaslipsto7th
spotinglobal stock
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This Al boom has led the Taiwanese and South Korean markets to
rally 69-109% so far this year. REUTERS

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, June 2

INDIA SLIPPED to seventh
spotinthe global stock market
capitalisation rankings as
South Korea — buoyed by
semiconductor giants Sam-
sungand SK Hynix — replaced
it from the sixth spot.

In just one week, India has
slid from fifth to seventh place,
yielding the sixth spot to Tai-
wan along the way.

This steep decline comes as
the Indian markets battle
against persistent foreign out-
flows, lack of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) plays, geopolitical
uncertainties and lagging
earnings growth.

The total market cap of the
South Korean stock market
has climbed 86% this year to
breach the $5 trillion mark,
while India’s market cap is at
around $4.8 trillion, data com-
piled by Bloomberg showed.

Taiwan’s market cap which
stands at around $5.2 trillion
overtook India last week. The
US, Japan, China and Hong
Kong make the top 4.

Both the South Korean and
Taiwanese markets have mass-
ively benefited from global in-
vestors chasing Al-related op-
portunities, a sector earmarked
to be the biggest growth driver

going ahead.

Meanwhile, Indian corpor-
ates have been known for
underinvesting in Al-related
research and development de-
spite sitting on significant cash
reserves, leaving the market
behind the Al curve.

This Al boom has led the
Taiwanese and South Korean
markets to rally 69-109% so far
this year, with a majority of
theirbenchmarkindices being
dominated by a handful of Al
stocks. Chipmakers SK Hynix
and Samsung each have a mar-
ket cap of over $1 trillion and
together account for almost
half of South Korea’s Kospi
index.

These stocks have more
than tripled so far.

TSMC, the world’s largest
semiconductor manufacturet,
has a market cap of over $2 tril-
lion and makes up over 40% of
Taiwan’s TAIEX index.

Its stock price has already
jumped 1.5 times so far this
year. In fact, at 14.21%, TSMC
on its own now has a greater
weight in MSCI’s emerging
markets index than India,
underscoring the value inves-
tors are putting on Al-related
opportunities.

The US Nasdaq Composite
index, which is the biggest tech
index in the world, has also

capranking
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CHIPMAKERS SK Hynix and
Samsung each have a market cap
of over $1trillion and together
account for almost half of South
Korea’s Kospiindex

TSMC, THE world’s largest
semiconductor manufacturer,
has a market cap of over $2 trillion
and makes up over 40% of
Taiwan’s TAIEX index

INFACT, at14.21%, TSMC on its
own now has a greater weightin
MSCI’s emerging markets index
thanIndia
e &

risen by around 17% this year.

Nvidia, which accounts for
10-12% of the index, has gained
20%. Other big Al and semi-
conductor names such as
Intel, Micron, and AMD have
also surged 128-228%.

Meanwhile, the bench-
mark Sensex rose 0.52%, or 382
points, to 74,649.84 on Tues-
day. The NSE Nifty index
gained 0.43%, 101 points, at
23,483.55 on buying support.

The Indian stock markets
are down 10-12% this year,
with traditional IT services
companies taking a beating
due to their lack of innovation
and focus on integrating exist-
ing Almodelsin their services.

These firms, which include
the likes of TCS, Infosys, and
Wipro, have a weight of 8.48%
on the NSE’s Nifty 50 index.

This lack of Al-related op-
portunities, combined with
the rupee falling to multiple
lows against the dollar, has ac-
celerated the flight of foreign
capital from the Indian stock
markets.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors have dumped Indian
equities worth $22.6 billion in
the past three months, taking
the total capital outflow to
$26.4 billion so far in 2026, al-
ready surpassing the $18.9 bil-
lion seen in 2025.

Data upgrade: New WPI, PPIs on June 15

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, June 2

THE COMMERCE ministry, on
June 15, will release the new
Wholesale Price Index (WPI)
series with 2022-23 as the base
year, starting with data for May
as well as a back-series from
April 2023 onwards.
However, this new year
series will in all likelihood be
discontinued after five years
and the output Producer Price
Index (PPI) will become the
main measure of non-retail
inflation. While CPI inflation is
used by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to decide interest
rates, the WPIis crucial too and
used in price escalation clauses
in the supply of raw materials,
machinery, and construction
work. For example, in long-
term sales and purchase
contracts, WPI is used by com-
paniesasanindexingtool to ad-
just terms to account for
changes in pricesin the future.
The Ministry of Finance’s De-
partment of Expenditure will
issue a circular on the same,
Praveen Mahto, Principal
Economic Adviser in the com-
merce ministry’s Department
for Promotion of Industry and

e [tems to weights: How the WPl is changing

WPI-2011/12 series

WPI-2022/23 series

No.ofitems Weight No.ofitems Weight

' Primary Articles items 115
'Fuel &Poweritems | 18
'Manufactured items | 564
'TOTALITEMS 697

SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

2262% 129 2276%
11315% = 25 | 141%
1 64.23% 803 | 6313%
1100% = 957 | 100%

Internal Trade (DPIIT), said on
Tuesday.

“The purpose of the circular
would be to tell users of WPI
that the government has de-
cided we'll be transitioning
from WPI to PPIin a period of 5
years. SO now, when you enter
into any fresh contract whichis
oflong-term nature and will go
beyond 2031, then you have to
start using PPI,” Mahtosaid. He
did not specify when the De-
partment of Expenditure will
issue the aforementioned cir-
cular.

Statistical overhaul
continues

The new WPI series as well
as the release of an output PPI
continues the government’s

overhaul of India’s official stat-
istics. Earlier this year, the Min-
istry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation
(MoSPI) not only updated the
base years for CPIand GDPdata
but alsoimproved the methods
used to calculate these key
economic indicators.

On Monday, MoSPI released
its revised Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) series, with
2022-23 asthe base year. MoSPI
is also working on the services
sector counterpart of the ITP.

Output, input PPIs

Along with the new WPI
series, the commerce ministry
will, on June 15, also release
three different types of Pro-
ducer Price Indices. These in-

oUS economy unbalanced amid Al investmentboom

Last week, the US’ GDP growth for January-March was revised down to 1.6% from 2%. But the
underlying numbers were worse, with ANZ economists noting that growth excluding Al-
related investments was “lacklustre” as private investment added 1.19 percentage points
(ppt) to the headline GDP growth figure — more than the 0.95 ppt contributed by personal

consumption expenditure, which makes up nearly 70% of GDP.

1: Within private investment, the contribution to GDP
growth from investment in information processing
equipment was 0.87 ppt, software investment 0.49 ppt,
and research and development spending 0.12 ppt.
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2: “The economy is unbalanced,” ANZ economists
said on Monday, adding that most households are
constrained by high overall prices, which are causing
“affordability issues”.
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Adani group reports $16 bn capexin FY26

George Mathew
Mumbai, June 2

THE ADANI group on Tuesday
said it undertook capital expen-
diture of Rs1.531akh crore ($16.1
billion) in the financial year
2026 (FY26),describingitasthe
highest annual capex by any
Indian corporate group.

The conglomerate said
nearly 80% of the investments
were directed towards its core
infrastructure businesses span-
ningenergy, utilities, transport
and logistics. As a result, the
group’s asset base expanded to
Rs7.851akh crore ($82.2 billion),
reflecting an accelerated in-
vestment cycle.

The group reported earn-
ings before interest, tax, de-
preciation and amortisation
(EBITDA) of Rs 94,834 crore
($10 billion), an all-time high
and 5.6% more than the pre-
vious year. Core infrastructure
businesses accounted for 87%
of the EBITDA, providing sta-

bility and visibility to earnings,
it said in a statement.

Several large projects com-
missioned during the year are
expected to contribute more
significantly to revenues and
profits from FY27 onwards, the
group said.

“The scale of capital deploy-
ment during the year is com-
parable to the asset base we
built over our first 25 years, re-
flectingboth the infrastructure
opportunity before India and
the group’s confidence in its
long-term growth trajectory,” it
said. Among the major assets
that became operational dur-
ing FY26 and thereafter were 5.1
GW ofrenewable energy capac-
ity and 1.38 GWh of battery
energy storage systems in the
energy and utilities segment.
Battery storage capacity has
since increased to 3.37 GWh.

In the transport and logis-
tics business, key projects com-
missioned included the Navi
Mumbai International Airport,

¢ BUILDINGTHECORE

THE CONGLOMERATE said
nearly 80% of the investments
were directed towards its core
infrastructure businesses
spanning energy, utilities,
transport and logistics

THE GROUP reported earnings
before interest, tax, depreciation
and amortisation (EBITDA) of

Rs 94,834 crore ($10 billion), an
all-time high and 5.6% more than
the previous year

CORE INFRASTRUCTURE
businesses accounted for 87%
of the EBITDA

the Guwahati Terminal and the
Ganga Expressway, which be-
came operational in April 2026.

The group also commis-
sioned its copper smelter pro-
ject under the primary indus-
tries segment. Accordingtothe

company, these projects are ex-
pected to drive growth, earn-
ings and cash flows over the
coming years. The group said
it maintained adequate liquid-
ity across its portfolio com-
panies to meet debt servicing
obligations for at least the next
17 months.

Asof March 2026, the Adani
portfolio had a cash balance of
Rs 55,852 crore, equivalent to
about 15% of its gross debt.

During the year, flagship
company Adani Enterprises
raised Rs 24,930 crore through
arights issue, strengthening
the group’s equity base.Adani
Airports handled 95.3 million
passengers across its eight air-
port assets during FY26. The
group said borrowing costs de-
clined to 7.8% in FY26 from 9%
two years ago, supported by
consistent rating upgrade and
adeclineininterestratesinthe
banking sector.

FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Coca-Colaexplores IPO
of Indiabottling unitin’27

New Delhi: Global beverages
major the Coca-Cola Company
is exploring the listing of Hin-
dustan Coca-Cola Holdings Pvt
Ltd (HCCH), the parent entity
of its Indian bottling arm
HCCB, in 2027 on BSE and
NSE, a statement said.

Besides, it is considering
selling a part of stake in HCCH.
“Initial preparations are under-
way for a potential listing on the
Bombay Stock Exchange and
National Stock Exchange of
India, subject to market condi-
tions and applicable regulatory
and other approvals,” the state-
ment by US-headquartered
beverages major said.

The development comes al-
most a year after Coca-Cola
sold its 40% stake in HCCH to
Jubilant Bhartia Group.

However, Coca-Colaisyetto
reveal the financial details of
the transaction.

The Coca-ColaCompanyin

its global statement, said: “It is
exploring a potential public list-
ing in India of HCCH, the par-
ent company of the largest
Coca-Cola bottler in India,
HCCB, in2027, and the sale of a
portion of its shareholding in
HCCH in connection with the
listing.”

This potential listing of
HCCH will be a significant
milestone, completing the re-
franchising of HCCH and posi-
tioning it well to capitalise on
the opportunitiesin the Indian
market. The Coca-Cola Com-
pany as its asset-light strategy,
is divesting its bottling assets
globally.

India is the fifth-largest
market for Coca-Cola globally.
In 2024, The Coca-Cola Com-
pany had franchised its bottling
operations to its existing
bottlers in three key markets -
Rajasthan, Bihar, Northeast,
and parts of West Bengal. PTI

NET PROFIT OF NIFTY 50 FIRMS ROSE 6.6% ON-YEAR, COMFORTABLY AHEAD OF FORECASTS OF A2% GROWTH

Firms beat Q4 profit

Reuters
Bengaluru, June 2

INDIAN COMPANIES posted a
surprise earnings beat for the
three months ended March, as
domestic activity hummed
alongboosted by consumption
tax cuts and easy monetary pol-
icy, butthe Iran war-led energy
shock is expected to weigh on
profitability.

As Indian markets slip to
seventh place in market value
rankings amid a record foreign
fund exodus, analysts warn
that elevated oil prices and
supply chain disruptions
linked to the three-month-long
Iran war threaten to derail the
fragile recovery in corporate
earnings.

India’s top-50 listed com-

panies posted single-digit per-
cent profit growth for the
eighth straight quarter.

Net profit of Nifty 50 firms
rose 6.6% year-on-year in the
three months ended March 31,
according to Kotak Institu-
tional Equities, comfortably
ahead of forecasts of a 2%
growth. Banks and financial
companies, metal producers
and oil marketing companies
drove much of the earnings
growth.

While stable asset quality
and improving credit growth
helped lenders, metal firms got
a boost from rising global
prices, and oil refiners enjoyed
favourable margins.

Firms beyond the blue-
chips also did well. Nomura’s
universe of 256 companies
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Led by financials,metals, Nifty 50 firms beat profit estimates.reuters

posted a profit-after-tax rise of
18%, while 359 companies
tracked by Motilal Oswal de-
livered a 16% growth. Both
theselistsinclude Nifty SO con-
stituents.

Mid-cap firms’ earnings
grew about 35%, while those for
small-caps advanced nearly
20%, significantly outpacing
larger peers and helping wider
market indexes outperform

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

benchmarks. While earnings of
automobile and telecom com-
panies improved during the
quarter gone by, IT firms’ rev-
enue growth stayed tepid amid
mounting concerns over Al-
driven disruption and pharma-
ceutical companies grappled
with weakness in the US gen-
erics market. Cement, con-
sumer staple and durable
goods makers showed signs of
pressure from rising raw ma-
terial and freight costs.

The path ahead for Asia’s
third-largest economy could be
arough one asthe energy shock
starts rippling across the econ-
omy, hurting activity and
raising prices.

“Q4 may have marked a
temporary relief, but does not
yet signal improved momen-

stimtes, ut [ran war dims outlook

tum for quarters to come,”
Bernstein said, adding that per-
sistently high commodity
prices could pressure both cor-
porate profitability and broader
economic conditions.

A prolonged period of elev-
ated crude prices could squeeze
corporate margins, worsen the
macroeconomic outlook and
complicate monetary policy for
a country that is the world’s
third-largest importer and con-
sumer of crude oil.

“Notwithstanding strong
earnings for 4QFY26, consen-
sus earnings estimates for
FY27/28 have been revised
lower,” Nomura analystsled by
Saion Mukherjee said, reflect-
ing growing concerns over oil,
commodities and the broader
fallout from the Iran conflict.

Kolkata

clude the monthly output PPI
— for May as well as a back-
series starting from April 2023
— and a monthly input PPI for
the manufacturingsectoronan
experimental basis starting
with March. It is expected the
input PPI trial will last for
around a couple of years, dur-
ing which the quality of data is
examined and feedback from
the users of data and other
stakeholders are discussed.
The output PPI helps
measure the prices received by
producers and excludes net tax
as well as trade and transport
margins. Tobegin with, the out-
put PPI will contain 125 items.
Once the WPI is discontinued,
theitemsin the output PPIwill
be disaggregated and rise to
around 1,500. Meanwhile,
input PPI measures the prices
paid by producers to buy in-
puts, whichincludes trade and
transport margin. PPIs also
cover services, while the WPI
basket only contains goods.
Accordingto officials, while
the output PPI is similar to the
WPI, the input PPI is closer to
CPI. Economists and organisa-
tions such as the International
Monetary Fund have re-
peatedly called on the govern-

ment to develop PPIs to appro-
priately ‘deflate’ nominal GDP
into real GDP.

So far, MoSPI has been
using a combination of WPI
and CPI to adjust GDP in cur-
rent prices to compute the real
GDP, although the new GDP
seriesis expected to use the out-
put PPI once the new index is
found to be stable and reliable.
Tobesure, the government has
repeatedly said India’s WPI
with 2011-12 as the base year is
not too different from an out-
put PPL

While both WPI and output
PPI are calculated using prices
received by producers, the
latter is seen as being more con-
sistent with the national ac-
counts framework and aligned
with global best practices.

Finally, a Services Producer
Price Indexwill also be released
on June 15 for seven services:
banking, securities transaction,
management of pension funds,
insurance, railways, air (pas-
senger) and telecom. The ser-
vices PPI will be on a quarterly
basis and the first number will
be for January-March 2026.

Like the WPI, all the three
varieties of the PPI will have
2022-23 as the base year.

India, UK discuss ways to
resolve CETA deadlock

New Delhi: A delegation of UK
trade officials, led by Secretary
of State for Business and Trade
Peter Kyle met Commerce Min-
ister Piyush Goyal amid new ir-
ritants emerging in the path of
operationalising the Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) between
the two countries.

“Had great conversations
on charting the next phase of
India-UK economic engage-
ment, advancing shared busi-
ness priorities, and further
strengthening our robust and
forward-looking partnership,”
Goyal who led the Indian del-
egation posted on X’

The operationalisation of
CETA asbeen delayed because
the UK introduced surprise

* BRIEFLY

steel duties. Otherwise, both
sides expected CETA to enter
into force by April. Indian offi-
cialshad earlier said both coun-
tries are trying to find a way
around the steel measures.

On 19th March the UK an-
nounced a new steel trade
measure. From 1July 2026, the
UK government decided to
limit tariff-free steel imports,
reducing overall quota vol-
umes by 60% compared to the
steel safeguard measure. Any
imports above these levels will
then face a 50% tariff. The
measure will apply to imports
of steel products that can also
be made in the UK. These
measures were announced by
the UK government on 19th
March this year. FE

Oyo gets SEBI
nod foritsIPO

New Delhi: Prism, the par-
ent firm of global travel tech
unicorn Oyo, has secured
clearance from markets
regulator SebitoraiseRs
6,650 crore throughitsin-
itial public offering (IPO),
people familiar with the de-
velopment said on Tuesday.
The proposed public offer-
ingis expected tovalue the
company at $7-8 billion,
theyadded. Oyo’s parent
entity Prism filed the pre-
liminary IPO papers with
SEBIin December-end 2025
using the confidential
route. PTI

Govtappoints V
Packirisamy as
PFC Director

New Delhi: The government
hasappointedV
Packirisamy as Director
(Commercial) at Power Fi-
nance Corporation Limited
(PFC), effective June 2,a
statement said on Tuesday.
He was serving as Executive
Director, Entity Appraisal &
IT, PFC, the companysaid in
anexchange filing.
Packirisamy brings over
three decades of extensive
experienceinthe power sec-
tor and infrastructure
finance. HeholdsaBE
(Mechanical) and an MTech
(Management and Systems)
from IIT Delhi. The official
began his professional
careerin1989 andjoined
PFCin1997. PTI

* MARKETS

Govtbegins
search for 2
whole-time SEBI
members

New Delhi: The government
hasinvited applications to
fill two whole-time member
posts at markets regulator
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI).
Currently, there are four
whole-time members
(WTMs), including
Kamlesh Chandra
Varshney, Amarjeet Singh,
Sandip Pradhan and KVR
Murty. Varshney and Singh
will complete their three-
year tenure in Septembetr,
although they are eligible
forreappointmentsince the
upper age limit for a SEBI
WTMis 65 years. PTI

US announced
tariff cut on some
equipment: GTRI

New Delhi: The US adminis-
tration hasannounced are-
ductionin tariffs on selected
industrial and agricultural
equipment containing steel,
aluminium or copper from
25%t015%, think tank GTRI
said on Tuesday. For India,
the changes offer limited
benefits, it said. While
exportersofengineering
goods, HVAC equipment,
electricalequipmentand ag-
ricultural machinery may
gain fromthereduced15%
tariff, some manufacturers
could potentially qualify for
the new10% rate. PTI

Sensex NIFTY
74649.84 23483.55

382.50 | 10095
0.52% | 043%

@& ($
Gold » US Dollar »
%1,56,294 395.27
® W
Silver » Oil
32,65,300 $96.60

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION
GOLD PER10G, SILVER PER 1KG; CRUDE OIL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF MAY 29,2026




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

WEDNESDAY,JUNE3,2026 13

SML MAHINDRA LIMITED

[Formerty SML 15UZU Limited) | CIM: LED101FB1983PLCO05516
Regd, Office & Warks; Village Asron, Distt. Shahld Bhagat Singh Magar
iMawanshahe) Punjab =124 533, Phone: 018871 2707155
Corporate Office: 15t Flocs, TT Tech Park, C-119, Indusinal Area Phase-7. Seclor 73,
Mohali, SAS Magar, Punjab-160055. Phone: 0172- 2647700-02; 017 2-4155801

Email: investors@smimanindra.com | Waebsite: www.smimahingra.com
42ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF SML MAHINDRA LIMITED

TO BE HELD THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCING (VC) /
OTHER AUDIO VISUAL MEANS (DAVM)

Members of the Company may please nole that the 42nd Annual General Meeting
[*AGM™) of the Compamy will be held on Tuesday, 21st July, 2026 at 11:30 A.M.
throwgh Video Conferencing (VG M Other Audic Visual Means (OAVM) in compliance
with the applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 (the Act), the Rules made
thereunder and the SEBI (Listing Obdigations and Disclosure Requiremants)
Regulations, 2015 (" Listng Regulations”} read with the General Circular Mals 1 1472020
dated Bth April, 2020, 1702020 dated 13th April, 2020, -20/2020 dated
Hth Bay, 2020, 08/2023 dated 25th Saplember, 2023, 002024 189th Septamber, 2024
and 03 2025 dated 22nd September, 2025 Issued by Minisiry of Corporate Affais
{"MILA"]

Pursuant 1o MCA Circulars and all olher applcable circulars issued by SEBI, Motice of
42nd AGM alang with the Anneal Repor for Financial Year 2025-26 will be sent in dus
course. OMLY in electronic mode io those Members whose e-mall addresses ara
registarad with the CompanyDepositony Participant(s) BPs). Members desirous of
obiaining the physical copy of the Maotice of AGM and Annual Report 2026, may send
tair request at nvestors@@smimahindra.com menticning ther Folie Mo /DR 15
and Claant 10

MWaotice af AGM and the Annual Reporl 2026 will be avadabde on the website of the
Company at weww.smimahindra.com, on the websita of BSE Limitad al

at www rsaindia com and alsoon the websile of NSOL o wisw evoding nsdl com
Members wil have an Opporunity 10 cast Inelr wobe remolely an the business lems as
sal outin the Matica of AGM through remote e-vating [ e-woting atAGM. Tha mannar of
casling vole through remote e-voting e-voling at AGM for Members will be provided in
the Natice ol AGM,

The Board, af its meeting held an 20th April, 2026, has recommended Final Dividend of
235% ([R5 23.5/- par share). Tha Dividand. subjed] o ha approval of the Mambsars, will
be paid on or affer 22nd July, 2026 (Wednesday) to those Members whose namsas
appear on the Regizler of Members as on the Record Date l.e. 3rd July, 2026
(Friday).

Istruction or Mambess who hava nol regesterad thair amail andiar fof updated bank

account details arother KY C details with the Company/DFs
I PHYSICAL HOLDING i
Purstant 1o Master Gircular dated Tih May 2024 and Circulas dated 10b Juns 2024
izsued by SEBI, it shall be mandatory for the hodders of physical securities o fumish
PAN, contact detalls {Postal address with PIN and Mobile number), Bank Al details
and spacimen sgnature for their comasponding folic numbers. Members ol swch
fodios whare in‘any one of the abowve menbioned documentidataila are not updated
shall be eligible
» To ledge grievance or availl any service request from the ETA ONLY afler
furmishing PAM and BYC delails,
= For any payment including dividend, inlemest or redemplicon payment in sespec of
such folios DMLY through elecironic modewith effect from 1aiAgpril, 2024,
Mearmbears ara requasted to register/update the datails in prescribed Farm [5R-1 and
ather relevant forms duly filled along with self-attested supporting docurments and
other relevant forms with Wiz, MOS Share Transher Agent Limited, FRegssirar and
Share Transfer Agant of the Company ['MCE") at helpdeskdelhi@mosregistrars.com.
Members may download the preacribed forms from the Company's website al
hilps dsmimabindra, comiiNinyesiors/shambolders-ingrmaticaunplicas,
DEMAT HOLDING

Members halding shares m Demal mode are requesled o registerupdate thesr
E-mail address/Bank account detzils and other KYC defails with their Depository
Participant(s)

Members may note that pursuant to the Income Tax Act, 1961, as amendad by thea
Finance Act, 2020, dividend is taxabde in the hands of the Members. The Company
shall, therefore, dadeei Tax al Source ("TOS") at the tme of making payment of
dividend. In arder to enable us to determine the appropeiate TDS rate, as applicabde
iz sharaholders are reguosted to submil he reguisile documents in accordance willk
tha provisions of the Income Tax Act 1061 at investorsi@=mimahindra.com by

10t July, 2026 For SML MAHINDRA LIMITED
sdi-

PARVESH MADAN

Company Secrefary | ACS-312885

Place: Maohall, Punjak
Date: 02.06.2026
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| Udyegamandal, Kechi, Kerala, india - 883 501, TEL: 91 454 756 82857 91 484 254 3667 |
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CHANGE OF NAME
[, Ritajaa Thakur, D/o Ritwik Thakur,
of 64/1, Buroshibtala Main Road, P.O.-
Sahapur, P.S.- Behala, Kol.- 38. That
| was married to Pratap Saha on
13.08.2012 and Out of the said
wedlock on 02.08.2013, | gave
birth a female child namely Patatri
Saha. That The said marriage was
dissolved by a decree of divorce
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CO: SAM DEPARTMENT CIRCLE OFFICE: MALDA
2" Floor, BSNL Malda, P. S.: English Bazar, Behind HPO Malda, P. O. & District: Malda, Pin - 732101
E-mail: ¢s8275@pnb.co.in

punjob national bank

Gowt. of India Lindertaking]

Possession
Notice

on 05.12.2020 in Matrimonial Suit
No. 493/2017 before the Ld. 3rd
Additional District Judge at Alipore.
That I intend to change my daughter's
surname from "Saha" to "Thakur",
which is the same as my surname.
That for all legal, official and
educational purposes, my daughter
shall be known as Patatri Thakur
instead of Patatri Saha, as per
Affidavit before the Ld. 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at Alipore being
S. L. No. 43915 dated 18.05.2026.

Whereas

said notice.

NOTICE

It is notified to all concerned that One
original Deed of Sale being No. 5368 for
the year 1988 registered before D.S.R.
at Howrah & Deed of Settlement being
No. 2297 for the year 1990 registered
before the A.D.S.R. at Howrah in respect
of property situated at Municipal holding
No. formerly 96/3 at present 96/1, Kashinath
Chatterjee Lane, P.S. Chatterjeehat District-
Howrah, were lost/misplaced from the
custody of my client viz. Sri Atanu Ghosh
which was duly entered as G.D.E. No.
1153/26 dated 27.05.2026 at Chatterjeehat
P.S. If any person/s trace or found the said
original Deeds, please return the same to
the undersigned within 7 days from the date
of Publication. That no claims demand shall
be entertained after the stipulated period. If

of the june of the year 2026.

interest & other charges thereon.

Dist. - Malda, WB-733202.

DATE:- 02.06.2026
PLACE:- MALDA

Possession Notice
[Rule 8(1)
(for Immovable Property)

The undersigned being the authorized officer of Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13 read with rule
3 of the Security Interest [Enforcement] Rules 2002 issued a Demand Notice dated-29-10-2024 calling upon the borrower Sri
Madhukar Singha S/o Late Anil Singha and Guarantor Chaina Singha, W/o- Madhukar Singha both are resident of
At- Khaihatta, Near F.C.I Godown, PO - Mangalbari, P.S. Old Malda, Dist-Malda, West Bengal - 732124 to repay the
amount mentioned in the notice being Rs.20,83,753/-(Rupees Twenty Lakh Eighty Three Thousand seven hundred
fifty three) with further interest and charges, less recovery w. e.f. 01-10-2024 within 60 days from the date of receipt of the

The borrower/guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under
Sub Section [4] of section 13 of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 2nd Day

The borrower's/quarantors/mortgagor's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act in
respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.
The borrower/guarantor in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank, University of Gour Banga for an amount of
Rs. 20,83,753/- (Rupees Twenty lakh Eighty Three Thousand seven Hundred Fifty Three) w.e.f date 01-10-2024 plus

Description of the immovable property

Equitable Mortgage of Land and Building in the name of Madhukar Singha S/o- Late Anil Singha situated at Mouza Khaihatta,
JL No 106, L.R. Khatian No 83, 236, present LR Khatian No 1077, Plot No 160, 161, measuring total area 1.52 Decimal of land
& building, Classification: Bastu, in connection with registered Gift Deed No.-7075 of date 16-08-2011, PO & PS Malda,

Bounded by: North: Road, South: Arati Singha, East: Sukumar Singha, West: Niranjan Ghosh

Authorized Officer
Punjab National Bank
S.A.M. DIVISION, MALDA

any transaction are made with any person/s
authority by the strength of this missing, the
said original Deed shall be deemed to be
nulland void. ~ Manik Lal Chakraborty

Advocate, Judges' Court at Howrah
Mobile No. 9432472888

Online NIT No. 16 (2026-27)
The Bharatpur Development Authority (BDA), Bharatpur Invites Providing

Consultancy service for land pooling and area development in Bharatpur Detailed of
Online NIT, eligibility criteria schedule and condition can be seen on
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in from dated 01.06.2026 11:00 AM to 12.06.2026 at

6.00 PM.UBN No.: WAQ2627SSRC00046

Raj.Samwad/C/26/3970 BDA, Bharatpur

GREATER VISAKHAPATNAM MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

VISAKHAPATNAM
Sh. Tender Notice No.01/2026-27/SE(Elec)/EE(Elec)/DB, Dt: 02-06-2026
01. No.of Works : 2 (Two), 02. Value of works: Rs.232.64 Lakhs
03. Downloading Starting Date : 02-06-2026 @ 03.00 PM
04. Downloading End Date : 09-06-2026 @ 03.00 PM
05. Last date for Submission of bid : 09-06-2026 @ 03.30 PM
Further details at http://www.apeprocurement.gov.in
0/0 the Executive Engineer (Electrical) Division #99123 49441
Sd/- Commissioner, GYMC

BHARATPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Sr. No :- Tech/BDA/2026-27/RajKaj 22455850 Date :- 26/05/2026

Chola

Lavter o botter Life

&

CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED
CORPORATE OFFICE ;: “CHOLA CREST", C54 & 55, Super B-4, Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate,
Guindy, Chennai - 600 032, India

REGIONAL OFFICE : 55 & 55/1, Chowringhee Road, 4th Floor, Chowringhee Court,
Opp. Mehru Chindren's Museum in Rabindra Sadan, Kolkata - 700 071, W.B.

PHYSICAL
POSSESSION

NOTICE UNDER
RULE 8(1)

WHEREAS,

The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of M/s. Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company Limited,under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 hereinafter called the Act and in exercise of powers conferred under
Section 13[12] read with Rules 3 of the Security Interest [Enforcement] Rules, 2002 issued demand notices on the date mentioned the account calling
upon the respective Borrowers, to repay the outstanding amount with interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers in particular and the Public in general that the undersigned has
taken Physical Possession of the properties mortgaged with the Company described herein below on the respective dates mentioned against each
account in exercise of the powers conferred on him under Section 13[4] of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Rules made there under.

The Borrowers in particular and the Public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties mentioned herein below and any such dealings
will be subject to the charge of Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company Limited for an amount mentioned against each account along with

interest and other charges.

Under section 13[8] of the Securitisation Act, the borrowers can redeem the secured asset by payment of the entire outstanding including all costs,

charges and expenses before notification of Sale.

Sl. NAME AND ADDRESS
No. OF BORROWER &
LOAN ACCOUNT
NUMBER

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

A) DATE OF DEMAND NOTICE
B) OUTSTANDING AMOUNT
C) DATE OF PHYSICAL POSSESSION

West Bengal - 731204

West Bengal - 731204

West Bengal - 731204

1. |Loan Account No. : HE01DUP00000017606

Amit Kumar Pal (Applicant)
Bandhgora, Bolpur, Sriniketan Road, Birbhum

Sonali Automobiles (Co-Applicant)
150/1/KA, Bolpur, Sriniketan Road, Birbhum

Mousumi Mondal Pal (Co-Applicant)
Bandhgora, Bolpur, Sriniketan Road, Birbhum

Dag No. 1478.

Within District Birbhum, P. S. - Bolpur, Mouza - Badhgora,
J. L. No. 100, L. R. Khatian Nos. 817, 7276, 3931, R. S.
Plot No. 1484, L. R. Plot No. 1421, Land Measuring 3.50
Decimal and under within District - Birbhum, P. S. - Bolpur,
R. S. Khatian No. 1066, R. S. Dag No. 1478, L. R. Plot
No.1422, Land measuring 3.08 Decimal. Total land 6.58
Decimal which is butted and bounded by - North : 20
Feet wide Road, South : Land of R. S. Dag No. 1484, East :
House of Sadhan Chandra Ghosh, West - Land of R. S.

A) 13.05.2025

B) Rs. 36,38,991.00
(Rupees Thirty Six Lakh Thirty Eight
Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety One
only) as on 13/05/2025 and interest
thereon

C) Date of Physical Possession :
01.06.2026

Date : 03.06.2026

Place : Birbhum (West Bengal)

Authorised Officer
Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited

ALl

o TN
FIMANCE
BEMF

AU SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED ascrieouteo commercia san

Regd. Office: 19-A, Dhuleshwar Garden, Ajmer Road, Jaipur - 302001, Rajasthan, (India). (CIN:L36911RI1996PLCO11381)

APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to rule 8 (6)]
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-suction Sale Motice for Sale af immovable Assats undarthe Securiization and Raconstruction of Fnancial Assels and Enfarcamant of E-EGHF'!}' Intarast Act, 200 read with prosiso o Mula B {G)
ol the Sacurity Inlepes] (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, Nolice is beraby ghven ba he publ |G in genesal and in parlicular o the Borrowear /Co-BorraweriSuarantonMongagar (5] ihat the below describad
immavable propaies martgaged ta the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has bean taken by the Authonsed Cfficer of AL Small Finance Bank Limited A Schaduled Commarcial Bank,
tha =ame shall be refarred harein atter as AUSFB . The Sacured Assats will be sold on "Ag is wheda 127, “Ag s what 37, and “Whelever there 57 basis through E-Aucton lor recowery of amoon
manlionetin the able below alarg with further inderest, cost, charges and expenses baing doe o AUSFB viz. Secursd Crediter. |E s hareby irformed you thad we ane going fo conduct public E

Auction through wabsits hitps:isarfassl.avctiontiger. net

Account Mo, & Mame af
Borrowier, Co-Bairowsar,
Mortgagors, Guarantor

Date & Amount as per Demand

Motice Ws 13(2) & Date of Physical
Possession and amount as on (Date)

Resarva Price, Earnest
Money Depasit & Bid

E-Auction Date and Tome, EMD
Submission Last Date, Place of Submission

Increment Amount “ﬂ HEI‘ aof Bids & Documeants, ||"|B-|]'GIH|III'| Date

(Loan &' Mo ) 2306250151907403,
M!S, Davya Fashlon Through It's
Propreltor Mr. Rohit Khandabwal
(Borrower)

hir. Rohit Khandehwal Sio Mr.
Gopal Das Khandelwal
(Guaranien Mortgagor)

Mrs. Sonal Khandelwal Wo Br
Raohit Khandebwal [(Guaranior)

13i2) Notice Issue Date 30007202

Loan Account Mo. 2306250151907403 is Rs.
5,24.97, 717/ [Rupees Five Crore Twenty Four
Lakh Ninety Seven Thousand Seven Hundrad

Seventeen Oniy) as on date 28-07-2025
Phyzicsl Possezsion done on 07-11-2025

Loan Account Mo, 2I0EZE015190T40 is

Rs. 6,25 96377/ (Rupees Six Crore Twenty
Five Lakh Minety Six Thousand Three Hundred
Soventy Soven Only) as on date 25-May-2028,

Plus Future intarest & charges extra.

{Rupees Fifteen Lakh Only)

RESERVE PRICE
Rs. 1.50,00, 000/-
(Rupesas One Crore Flity

30 June 2036
Fram 11:00 AM to 07:00 PA With unlimited
extension of Five Minutas

Lakh Only)
Last Date of Bid Submission Form & Amaunt :
END 29 June 2026 Upto 05:00 PM
Rs. 15,00,000:-

Al Small Finance Bank Lid.,
Grownd Floor, 56A-5tephen House, Hemanta Basu

Sarani, Kolkata, West Bangal= TOO001
Bid Incremental Amount

Rs. 10,000/- Email ID: bhani.singh3@aubank.in
{Rupesas Ten Thousand
anly] Inspection Date: 08 & 08 June 2026

Deseription of Martgage Property | Progertiss:
All That Farl and Parcel of Property, Gadown Space Being Mo, 502, Onthe Sth Floor, Having Super Bullt Up Area 3885 5q. FL More Or Less, Comgrized In The Bullding Known As
“Millernbem Market”, Sikeste Lying and Constrected on The Land RS, Dag Mo, 173, 174, 176.179,181,198, Comesponding to LR Dag Mos. 185, 187,189,192, 184,215 Recorded in LR
Ehatian Mo. 12516 At Mouza Bankra, L Mo_ 55 Within tha Limit of Bankea 1, Gram Panchayat. PS Gomjur, District Howrah. West Bengal, Cwned by Mr, Bohit Khandeteal. Togather
With The Proporionates, Uindivided and Imparfibla Share of & In Tha Land Contained In The Said Property sdong With Commaon Right In The Somman Areas and Facilifies of The Said
Busding' Saad Froperty . Along With Al Cther Bightsand Facilifies For Benediciad Use and Enjoyment of The Said Commercsl Sgace and Progeries Appurtenani Thereto and The Said
Commesclal Space As More Paricularly Descrbed In The Regstered Deed of Comvevance Dated 08 09 2023 Registersd 3t 0.5 R, | Howrah and Being Mo 050104465 Far The Year
2023, Pramiges Bounderies as Below | - East- By RE. Deg Nos, 194 and 195 of Mouza Bankra, Wesl- By RS. Dag Mos. 173, 174 and 175 of Mowza Bankra, Morth-By RS Dag Mos. 177
and 194 of Mouza Bankra, South-By Panchayal Road and Podicn of RS, Dag Mos 174, 181 and 182 of Mouza Bankra.

Mote: - Securitization Application bearing SA No, B168/2025 is pending before the Hon'ble DRT-II KOLKATA, titled M 5 DAVYA FASHION Vs AU SMALL FINANCE BANK
LIMITED, there is no stay from any court or tribunal 85 on date,
Mote: - Any inventory, furniture and fixture permanantly affixed to the wall, stock, movable items, Air conditioners if any or materials lying at the mortgaged property at the
time oftaking possession shall not form part of the sale,

All Intareated participants ¢ biddess are requeated o wisit the website hitpa:isadassl suctiontigar net & httpswaw aubanb.in'bank-suction  for further deta®s including Terms &
Conditions, take partine-auction sale procesding and are also advised 1o contact Mr. Bhanu Pratag Singh, Contact Mumbss 3358002663 and e-mail ol bhanu ssngh3@aubankin
THIS IS ALSO A STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE B(E) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMEMNT} RULES. 2002

bhanu,singh3idaubank.in
Date : 02 Junel2026

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE TO BORROWER | MORTGAGORS

The terms and conditions of e-auction aale:-
1. The E-Auction sale of Secured Assetis on “as iswhera 5", “as iswhat g, *“whatever there is” and “no recourse” bas:s for and on behalf of the Secured Creditor viz. AUSFB and thara
1S known entumbrandg which @xisis on the Sad prooery, 2, Fol paricipating i onboe @=auction sake, Bid document. coples of PAN Card, Board Resalution in case ol -I::u-r'r'lrlar'l';' and
phote 10, address proof are required bo be submitted along with EMD, which is payable by way of RTGS/NEFT in tha name of MESME AUCTION POOL ACCOUNT OF AL Small
Finance Bank Limded, Gurrenl aceounl Mo 1821200 121711553 ALl SMALL FINAMECE BANK LIMITED Fillh and Sixth Floor Sunry Big Junclion STG Khasra N, 64 o 87, Gram
Sukhaipra Mew Atish Market Jaipur 302020, IF5C Code: AUBLO0C2011, Once anOnline Bid is submitted, same cannot be withdrawn. Further any EMD submitied by bidder will be
reguired o send the UTR/Rel no of the RTGSMNEFT wilth a copyof cancaled chegue on the following emad 105 e bhanu.singhd@aubank.in

3. All Interested participants | bédders are requested to wsit the website hitps:\sarfaeslauctiontiger.net & hitpsfheww . aubank infbank-auction for furdher detalls
including Terms & Condifions, o lake par in e-auction sala proteading and ara also advised {0 contact Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh, Contact Number 83358002663 and a-mail of

Place: District Howrah, West Bengal

Authorised Officer AU Small Finance Bank Limited.

CHANGE OF NAME

| Anudrita Sarkar, Do Susanta
Sarkar, Santoshi Maa Apartment,
3rd floor , 4B-FL, Motilal Colony,
438, Behind Sabutala Hari Mandir,
Mo-2 Airport Gate, Dumdumi(M) ,
West Bengal 700081, state that
both the names Anudrita Mohapatra
and Anudrita Sarkar are of same
perscn i.e myself and | will be
known as Anudrita Sarkar for all
purposes, Affidavit no - 13014
date: 21.05.26. In the court of Id.
ludicial Magistrate (1st Class),
Barasat,

BEFORE THE ADDL IMSTRICT COURT
(ADC-1T THALASSERY
Ea. 160z, Efsdianin
Al pation Lise Mo 1HLCI0E]

Fajckat Muhameved and others - Petltfoners

W5 Astra Timber ~* %

Indmwiries Ll and others - Respundeils

hamibe 1 H2s bYs Andamen Timber Indusimes
Privaes Liaiteal |h'i_l'-\.lu'|.'\.| T
Cercudar Coust, Tib Flooc ol
E AT Bived Bogul, Konlkacin -7 7
W Reveas ibe petnoreys koS instvmied 3 clam poetsn m EP
BITREE ared o 10 podiesd Tor the dppdacans of Respomlo)
M2 on YRAG-ING, Yoo Bre RErchy suminned 6 gppea
T i dhas: cgm it ot Wit Kth dagr ol Jang 2006 @ U030 an
it enswer the clem
Taka motice in deful of your reperance the pelition wll be
Paand ] dierinireal i et
‘Un per mwrer of the o Wi

ALY Ragenilean, Sidvecang, Thatissery

uotation is here by invited by
the Executive Engineer,
Bidhannagar IT Division, PWD,
Room No 115, 1st Floor DF
Block Purta Bhavan Sector-I,
Saltlake, Kolkata-700091 from
eligible contractor for the
following work: Name of Work:
1. Temporary IT works at the
minority hall, Bankura in
connection with inauguration of
Annapurna Jojona inaugurated
by HCM on 03.06.26. SHORT
NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION
No: WBPWD/EE/BIT/NIQ-08 of
2026-27. Last date of
submission of Quotation:
03.06.2026 up to 09:00 AM.
Corrigendum or Addendum if
issued will be published only
on the website.(https://
www.pwdwb.in)

Sd/-EE
Bidhannagar IT Division,
PWD

NIQ, Govt. of West Bengal
Q

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
HEAD CONSTABLE HEAD CONSTABLE

f GIRISH KUMAR f_ ;‘ DINESH GIRI
SHUKLA 28 1022 ARTY
é%é%ﬁgﬁ S REGIMENT
L
MARTYRED ON 16.02.1972 -
03.06.2016 E‘ f 03.06.2016

r

CONSTABLE |Director General and all Ranks of
MAHENDRA |Border Security Force remember its

T RAM 64 BN |gallant Jawans Head Constable Girish
BSF 06.11.1970|Kumar Shukla, Dinesh Giri and

A — 03.06.2016 Constable Mahendra Ram on their
"!_.4 o Balidan Diwas. On this day, they
sustained fatal bullet injuries while on

operational duty in area of Brij Behera on Jammu-Srinagar highway
and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

ASSISTANT SUB CONSTABLE
ﬂ INSPECTOR - - VIJAY KUMAR
SATYA NARAYAN L b PANDEY
L J 33 BN BSF - 33 BN BSF
1 01.07.1969 — - 24.04.1992 —
: f 03.06.2018 03.06.2018
- .:

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant Subordinate Officer Assistant Sub Inspector Satya Narayan and
Constable Vijay Kumar Pandey on their Balidan Diwas. On this day,
they sustained fatal bullet injuries in cross border firing in area of
Sundarbani, Jammu, and made supreme sacrifice in the line of duty.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
VErr BaLmant IDG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
Su INSPECTOR |tribute to Sub Inspector O. Yohannan of 35
O. YOHANNAN |Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while
35 BN bravely combating extremists near Patna,
Bihar on 3 June 1975. Displaying
exceptional leadership and gallantry during
a fierce encounter, he led his platoon with
courage and determination. In this encounter 12 extremists were eliminated.
For his conspicuous bravery and valour, he was posthumously awarded the
President’s Police Medal for Gallantry. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and
pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.
o 1DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Sub Inspector M. A. Basheer of
M. A. BasHEiER | 104 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
104 BN while bravely combating militants
- |12-11-1942 To|during an area domination patrol near
' 03-06-1992 village Gill, Ludhiana, Punjab on 3 June
a 1992. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and
pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

VEER BALIDANI
SUB INSPECTOR

' &

AAMARRUATI GROWTH and INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION LIMITED (1
D FLOOR, APCRDA O RAYAPUD URU MANDAL. (A.P
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIC
NIT. No. 06/MD/CE/AGICL/2026 dated 02-06-2026

Name of work: Supply and Installation of Laptops, Desktops and Work
stations to the office of AGICL, APCRDA Project office at Amaravati.

NIT. No. 07/MD/CE/AGICL/2026 dated 02-06-2026
Name of work: Request for Empanelment of Firms for Rendering
Comprehensive Architectural Services in AGICL Amaravati.
The bid can be downloaded on AP e-procurement portal
from 03-06-2026. For further details, please refer to
www.apeprocurement.gov.in and www.agicl.org.

a anaging Director, A Amarava

‘@)

L

(Personnel) dated

Coir Board

Ministry of M.S.ML.E,
Government of India

VACANCY NOTIFICATION
CORRIGENDUM - DATE EXTENSION
In continuation to the Notification No.A-22011/2/2015-ADM
15.12.2025

(Advertisement  dated

KOLKATA DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL NO. 1
42C, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 9th Floor, Jeevan Sudha Building, Kolkata - 700071
Case No. RC No. 60 of 2020
arising out of OA/63/2017
UCO Bank vs Mr. Biplab Mukherjee & Anr.
SALE NOTICE
Pursuant to the order no. 33 dt. 19.05.2026 passed by the Ld. Recovery Officer, DRT-1,
Kolkata, there will be sale of immovable properties as mentioned below “AS IS WHERE IS
AND WHATEVERIS BASIS” :

Properties Reserve Price

13.01.2026), inviting applications for filling up of the post of
Director (RDT&E) at Coir Board on deputation including short
term contract, the last date for receiving of the applications has
been extended up to 30.06.2026. Scan QR Code for more

details.
(8155
ﬁ ks

O % CBC-25131/12/0001/2627

SECRETARY, COIR BOARD

Sd/-

18.05.2026 |

NOTICE
My client SMT. SUVASREE CHAKRABORTY,
D/o. Late Gora Chakraborty, residing at 44/2C,
Kashinath Dutta Road, P.S. Cossipore, P.O.
Baranagar, Kolkata - 700036 was gifted by her
father namely Gora Chakraborty undivided 72
share in the land i.e; 436 sq. ft. M/L with one
storied building measuring 306 sq. ft. M/L with
a tin shed temporary structure measuring 130
sq. ft. M/L at premises No.44/2C, Kashinath
Dutta Road, P.S. Cossipore, P.O. Baranagar,
Kolkata - 700036, by executing a Deed of Gift
which was executed on 10.04.2019 registered
in the office of the A.R.A. VI, recorded in Book
No.l, Volume No0.1904-2019, Pages from
177241 to 177263, being No. 190403743 for
the year 2019. Unfortunately the connected
Partition deed duly registered in the Office of
the Learned S.R Cossipore Dumdum being
No0.5289, Book No.1, Volume No.82, Pages
80 to 91, in the year 1962 got lost regarding
which G.D.E No.1736 dated 24.04.2026 was
made by my client at Taltala Police Station.
Anyone having any knowledge about the
lost items or if any lawful having claim/ right
upon the aforesaid property may contact the
undersigned with documents within 15 days
from the date of publication of this Notice,
failing which it shall be presumed that the
aforesaid property is free from all claims and
encumbrances and my client shall proceed
to purchase the rest % share of the aforesaid
property. Santanu Das Advocate
Sealdah Court M-9804622151

STATE CONSUMER DISPUTES REDRESSAL
COMMISSION WEST BENGAL

|Appeal being MNo: SCHSFAMS212025

| |

{HA, MIRZA GHALIB STREET, KOLKATA - T00 087

| Ihe 15t day of July 2026 at 10:30 O° clock in

{of the Commission, this day of 19th day of

KRETA SURAKSHA BHAWAN (Ground Floor)

NOTICE

1.MiS Dharitri Infraventure PVT. LTD. of
Room No, 805, 8th Floor, Merdin Infinite
Busding, DN 51, Sector V, Salt Lake City,
MNorth 24 Pgs, 700 091

2.5ri Suman Jana, Son of 56 Tapan Kamar
Jana, Director of M{S Dhariiri Infraventure
PVT, LTD. Of Rupnarayan Fally, Vill-
Barbarisha, PO, & PS-Kolaghat, Dist
East Madinipur, Pin- 721134

3.5mt. Dipanwita Samanta, Wife of Sn
Sunan Jana, Director of WS Dharitr
Infraventure PYT. LTD. of Will. Kouchandi,
F.0. Amalhanda, P.3. Kofaghat, Dist. East
Medinipur - 721134

4.5l Vicky Singh, Director of MS Dhasitr
infraveniura PYT.LTD, Of room no. 805, 8ih
Floor, Merlin Infinite Budding, DM 51, Secior
Y, SaltLake City, Morth 24 Pgs, 700091
Whereas, Sri Saumya Das, Smi Mou Das

and Sri.Swagaio Das have insfitubed an

against. you, Therefore, yvou are hereby
siemmoned fo appear before the Honble
Bench, | ofthis Commission in personorby a
pleader or by authorized representative on

the forencon failing which ihe case will be
heard and considerad in your absences,

Given under my hand and seal on behalf

May, 2026. Sel/-

By Order

Regisirar]

State Commission, West Bengall

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

NOTICE

| Shib Narayan Shaw s/o Lt Dular Chand
Shaw of 2/2, Gaji Saheb Tala Road, Po+Ps-
Sarsuna, Kol- 61, had purchased a land/
Broperty, schedule stated below, from

ower of Attorney Holder Sudeb Biswas,
POA No-VI-0208/2010, Deed No-3505/2012
and Bijesh Shaw, POA No-VI-0667/2013,
Deed No-07997/2013. If anybody has any
objection on mutation of said land/property,

lease inform office of BL & LRO, Kolkata

lock, KMC Building, Room 328. 5, S N
Banerjee Road, Kolkata-13, in writing or
over email- bllroatm@gmail.com . within one
month from the date of this advertisement.
Land Schedule- Mouza- Pashchim Barisha,
JL-119, Plot No-1765.

|, Mukesh Mishra, residing
at 93, Pati Pukur Dighipar,
Shreebhumi, North 24
Parganas, Kolkata- 700048,
W.B., | have changed my
wife's name from Kanchan
Kumari and Kancan Devi
to Kanchan Devi, vide
Affidavit No.- 04 Dated-
01/06/2026 sworn in before
1st Class Judicial Magis-

trate, Calcutta.

Reserve price of the property
Rs. 38,81,000/- (Rupees
Thirty Eight Lakh Eighty One
Thousand only)

All that the piece & parcel of one Flat being no. 201,
measuring 1980 sq. ft. more or less at the second floor,
including 20% super built up area together with
proportionate share of staircase, septic tank, water
reservoirs boundary walls, area, all the covered common
passage etc. consisting of 4 bed rooms, 1 kitchen, 1 toilet,
dining room with proportionate share of land underneath
with all easements of the building constructed upon the
HoldingNo. 71, G. T.Road, P.O. & P.S. Bally, Dist. Howrah,
Pin-711201

The sale will be done through e-auction. The intending purchasers will have to deposit an
earnest money for an amount of 10% of the reserve price in the manner required for taking
part in e-auction which shall be adjusted in the case of successful bidder and refunded to
other bidders on the date of sale itself. Successful bidder shall have to deposit 25% of the
sale proceeds after adjustment of EMD, on being knocked down, by next date i.e. by
3:00 P.M. after conclusion of the e-auction, failing which the earnest deposited shall be
forfeited. The purchaser shall deposit the balance 75% of the sale proceeds within 15 days
from the date of auction sale. The reserve price below which the property(ies) shall not be
sold is indicated against the property as the reserve price. Bidder is directed to create a
wallet in PSB Alliance Baanknet Portal and deposit their EMD Amount in the wallet to
participate in this auction. Further payment should be made through DD/ RTGS in the name
of Recovery Officer, DRT-1, Kolkata.
Notice is hereby given that in the absence of any order of postponement, the said property
shall be sold by way of online Auction (e-auction) which will be conducted on 13.07.2026
between 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. with 3 minutes unlimited extension e-auction platform. The
prospective bidder is required to download the Sale Proclamation and Sale Notice from
https://baanknet.com of PSB Alliance, Baanknet Portal and register their names and
create their wallet for participating in the auction with earnest money and deposit the
necessary documents mentioned below in point no. 1 to 5 so as to reach before the
Recovery Officer, DRT-1, Kolkata on or before 10.07.2026 before 01:00 p.m. The
participants/ intending purchasers are necessarily required to submit following documents/
papers for registration because only registered participants/ intending purchasers can login
and participate in the E-auction.
(Note: Wallet creation in PSB Alliance, Baanknet Portal is a preliminary step and does not
grant bidding rights. To qualify as an active bidder, participants/ intending purchasers must
deposit the specified funds and submit hard copy of the documents mentioned below in
point no. 1to 5 as prescribed by the Sale Notice after that documents will be verified by this
bench. After successful verification participants/ intending purchasers will be allowed to
participate in the e-auction)
1. Bid and Bid declaration form and proof of EMD deposited in PSB Alliance, Baanknet
Portal
2. Selfattested copy of Pan Card and Aadhar Card
3. Self attested Valid Residential proof
4. Self attested Valid E-mail ID and Mobile No.
5. In case of Company go through the Sale Proclamation Notice.
However the undersigned will not be responsible for any error occurred through net work at
the time of Auction.
The user ID and password will be directly sent to registered Participants/ intending
purchasers with further directions, if any, for login and participating in the auction through
on-line. The other terms and conditions are same as per proclamation of sale issued by the
undersigned on 19.05.2026.
The intending purchasers or representatives should contact Chandra Bhusan Prasad
Singh, Bank Officer, Contact Number -9230500601 for details & inspection.

EMD, 10% of Reserve Price
Rs. 3,88,100/- (Rupees
Three Lakh Eighty Eight
Thousand One Hundred
only).

sd/-
Recovery Officer

Date: 19th day of May, 2026 Debts Recovery Tribunal No. 1, Kolkata
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CIRCLE OFFICE : PURBA MEDINIPUR
Padumbasan, Tamluk, Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721 636

Punjab National Bank requires suitable ready built and well-constructed hall type building having Carpet Area including
space for Branch & ATM (1200 Sq. Ft. to 1600 Sq. Ft. + 100 Sq. Ft. for ATM) on lease/rental basis. Premises should be
preferably in Ground Floor and if in first floor, along with lift facility as per following details :

PREMISES REQUIRED

SI. Site District Area required Area Norms
No. (Excl. washroom)
1. Ratulia Purba Medinipur | 1200 Sq. Ft. to 1600 Sq. Ft. Within 500 metres from existing

plus 100 Sq. Ft. for ATM PNB, Ratulia Branch on the Main Road

2. Pratappur
Petuaghat

Purba Medinipur

Within 500 metres from existing
PNB, Pratappur Petuaghat Branch
on the Main Road

1200 Sq. Ft. to 1600 Sq. Ft.
plus 100 Sq. Ft. for ATM

3. Radhamonihat

4. “Argoal

Purba Medinipur

Purba Medinipur

Within 500 metres from existing PNB,
Radhamonihat Branch on the Main Road

Within 500 metres from existing PNB,
Haldia Branch on the Main Road

1200 Sq. Ft. to 1600 Sq. Ft.
plus 100 Sq. Ft. for ATM

1200 Sq. Ft. to 1600 Sq. Ft.
plus 100 Sq. Ft. for ATM

Premises offered should have all clearance certificates from statutory authorities. Interested owners / registered Power
of Attorney holders of such premises in the desired locality who are ready to lease out their readily available premises on
long term lease basis preferably for 15 years or more may send their offers in the prescribed format available on Bank's
Web Site www.pnbindia.in or the same may be obtained from the above address during office hours. The complete
offer duly sealed & signed and should reach the undersigned on or before 17.06.2026 upto 11.00 A.M. at the above
address. No brokerage will be paid by the Bank. Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any or all offers at its sole
discretion without assigning any reasons whatsoever.

Date : 03.06.2026

Sd/- Circle Head

Kolkata
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* CROSSWORD

6005

ACROSS

1 Fish-eating bird is thus seen
returning with victim (6)

4 High range of service
provided (6)

9 Loud and biased form of
amusement (7)

10 Players take their time
watching it (5)

11 Unexpected defeat for team
ahead initially (5)

12 Getlean in order to be
graceful (7)

13 Bus operator and trainerto a
golf club (5,6)

18 Far too much for bridge
perhaps (3,4)

20 Is violent and ruins the
gears (5)

22 One way to apply a finish to
education (5)

23 Like an egg it’s blown (7)

24 She works in order to do good
(6)

25 Go up in the world? (6)

DOWN

1Remnant is substandard
needing price reduction (6)

2 Yearns for some evergreen
trees (5)

31holds things up for hours at
astretch (7)

5 Blame fracture for mount’s
pace (5)

6 This is properly defined as
lying (7)

7 Excellent to include it within
limits (6)

8 A question of sentry duty?
(6,2,3)

14 No mortal abode could be so
lumpy (7)

15 Hostile incursions where the
fleet lies at anchor? (7)

16 Stewed hash may suit the
countryman (6)

17Isleft and rightin the

water (6)

19 Sinuous slave dance (5)

21 Appearance of men it is said (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6004 ACROSS: 1Conceit, 5 Pop up, 8 Out of
practice, 9 Reign, 10 Disease, 11 Regain, 12 Arrest, 15 Lookout, 17 Venal, 19
Two-edged sword, 20 Diner, 21 Dudgeon DOWN: 1 Choir, 2 Nothing to go on,
3 Effendi, 4 Tirade, 5 Picks, 6 Private income, 7 Prevent, 11 Related, 13 Revised,

14 Attend, 16 Order, 18 Laden

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Verse, singing, and speech have a
Rameau (6,6)
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EASTERN RAILWAY

The following e-Tenders are invitad by
S, Divisional Electrical Enginess| Genaral)
Eastern Railway. Sealdah, 2nd Floor
Remaote Control Building, DRM Buslding,
Hazer Streal, Sealdah, Kolkata- r0o14
for the followang works - 81 No. 1, Tender
Ho. ELEG-OT-13134-2026-27, dtd.
28.05.2026. Particulars of the work !
Fabrcatan, supply and installation of 1V
Coupler Male Collar Safety Chain in LHE
power car and LSLED. Tender value:
T 4. TF2.000.00. Earnest Money:
7 8.400/-. Completion perlod : 06 Months
51 Me. : 2 Tender Mo. ELEG-OT-1328-
2028-27, did, 20.05.2026. Particulars of
the work ; Prowision of EFT & BCT in LHE
BMon-AC Coaches in Chitour & Sealdah
Coaching Depal, Tender value:
¥ B4.25 200,00 Earnest Money!
T 1.68,500-. Completion period : 06
Months, 51 Me. @ 3, Tendar Mo, ELEG-
OT-1319-2026-27, did, 29.05.2026.
Particulars of the work : At Bhyabda Halt
- Prowision of addilicnal IRS type shad
(16,00 M x 500 M) ower Btatiorm {12 MNos)
with Platform bench wunder Platfonm shed
Provision of water boolh with pipe water
suppdy, for aklitonal Passengesr amendies
with all ather ancillary works under SSEAN
Barazat. Tender valua: ¥ 19 88, 704.00
Earnest Monay: 3 33 /0=, Complation
perlad : 12 Months. S1 Na. : 4, Tender
Heo. ELEG-OT-1320-2026-27, did.
29.05. 2026, Particulars of the work :
Raising of platform &t Bsharpasa Kodathya
Bahira Kalitari, Beliaghata Road, Bhasila
Matania Ananipur, Udairampur
Mischindapur Market, Nishchindapur
Ghutiari Sharif, Habra,- Bamangachhi
Matla {Total=16 Mos) with camant
conirelbng with all ancillary works undes
the jurisdiction of Sr. DEN/II Ssaldah
Tender value: T 5227 55%9.00. Earnest
Monay:T 1,84 6000- Completion pariod:
12 Maonths, 51. No. : 5. Tender Mo, ELEG-
OT-1332-2026-27, did. 29.05.2026.
Particulars of the waork @ Provissan of new
Alr Canditioning machines [Split-
T.ATRZTR, Window- 1.5 TR as and when
required basis over Sealdah DHvision
(Phaze-il}. Tender value: ¥ 35.60,662.50
Earnest Money: ¥ 71 600, Completion
period : 12 Months. 51 No. © 6. Tender
Ne., ELEG-OT-1335-2026-27, did.
209.05.2026, Partlculars of the work
Annual Maintenance Confract of Split {
Wincho Iype A0 Machines, Water Coalars
of different capacity, Casselte ivpe AC of
capacity 3TR - 5 nos and Ductable Split
unit of capacity STR-2 nos undar junisdic-
tion of SSEE(G)HICSealdah-1 for Threa
(03] years, Tender value; ¥ 27 15 37864
Earnest Money: T 54 3000, Complation
pericd : 36 Monalhs, Tender Publication
Date an IREPS @ 29.05 2026 (for each)
Bidding Start Date: 11,06, 2026 (for each).
Tender Closing Dabe & Timee: 25,06 2026,
14,00 hrs, (for each), Details of Tender

Motice and comgeandum issued from tima
ko Eme are avadabde al wobsile www.ireps.
govin (S0AH-B1 20327
Tender Motica is akso available at wabsites :
wwnw, i ndianradtwiay s gonin | wiw ineps. gon
Follow us at : [l @EasternRailway
Ei@easternrailwayheadquarter

.—Jean-Philippe
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Y OF COURSE I A SELF-
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ARDUND? WHO'S
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AND YOU JUST AS
REALLY LONG AS
NEED ME You
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) NEED ME
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/

BY BILL WATTERSON
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BY TOM ARMSTRONG

| THINK WILL IS TRYING TO
SABOTAGE OUR FRIENDSHIF
AND STEAL MY PLACE AS

WHY WOULD
WILL WANT

I DG‘JT KNOW! YOU'D

34001/292/2627

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
ELECTRICAL CIRCLE (R&B)

NIRMAN SOUDHA BHUBANESWAR
E-mail: seec.bbsr2010@gmail.com

The

Superintending Engineer,

05.00 P.M.

www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Bid Identification No.S.E.E.C (R&B) 15/2026-27
No: 2445 /Date 01.06.2026

Electrical
Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate
bids for E.I. works which are to be received through online bidding, double
cover system as detailed in :https://tendersorissa.gov.in. The details of bid
documents will be available in the above website from dt.05.06.2026 at
to dt.20.06.2026 up to 05.00 P.M. The bidders must
possess compatible Digital Signature Certificate of Class II or III. Bids
received online shall be opened dt.22.06.2026 at 11.30 A.M.
Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha,
Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal

Addendum / Corrigendum, if required, will be available only in the Website.

Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR

Circle (R&B) Odisha,

in the

MNotice Mo, S5ig W_5 Policy, dated
01.06.2026. Open e-tender is inyvited by
Gr. Davisional Signal & Telecom, Engineer,
Malda, Eastern Railway, Makda, Malda
Toawn Office Building, P.O. Jnajhalia, Dist,
Malda, Pin-T32102 (W.B.) far the following
work ; e-Tender Ho.: MLDT_SHT_26-
27_05_0OT, dated 01.06.2026. Name of
the Work @ Sujnipara — Pravision of 2mnd
datection ai Sujnipara (SPLE) for raliabaity
impravement, Tender YValue :
T 2,95 .45,354.39 Earnest Money :
T 590,900, Date & Time for submission
of e-tender : Updo 11.00 hra. of 23,06 2028
Trem 08062066, Website particulars and
MNotice Board : Websits weaw. reps. gov.in
Molica Baard: Sr. DSTE affica, DRM
buliding, Malda. (MLD-E92026-27)

Tender Notice s alse available at websies
wvnw.er.indianrailways.govin | waw.ireps gowin

Follow us at : [l @EasternRailway
Ki@easternrailwayheadquarter

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer,

OIPR-34001/34006/1/26-27/0015

Regd. Office
Phane Off

“Mahabee] Bhawan
ZA50480, 1000

delawt

Rad, Mo MSSCPMWIR025-202606

Matenal raquired for Rabi-2025-26 Sesaon.

i MAHARASHTRA STATE SEEDS CORPORATION LIMITED,
[PROCESSING MATERIAL WING)

, Krighl Nagar, Akola 444 104 (Maharashtra)

JEATT CIN Mo, 01 200MH 147658 G001 8990

E-Mail ; hopmw@mahabeej.com . Visit us at ; hitp-iiwerw. mahabeej,com,

HI_!-I_}-TEHDEFI: NOTICE

Sealed a-Tenders (in Two Bid System) ara invilad for the sugp

ly af following Packing

JHem Mame of the llem Approm Mosmal | Limited | Gost of
Ma Chuantity EMD EMD for | Tender
Amaunt | S51's ato. |paper in
in Az in Bs. [R5 {Inc

GET)

Printed & Stitched Non-woven Cloth Bags (With Handle)

1. | Sized6x3%cm 010 Lakh | 1300V B0 200

2, | Thiram T5% WSWDP (IS1 Mark) | 45 M.Ton | 247000/ 100000/ [ 1200/~

Akola  Dabe ;03 06 2026

Mote ; Mote © e-Tander documeants fl:ll'l|all'lll'lg1h9 barmmes sl condeionsg l:lfBI.-'F'E!'!-' and datailad
spacifications can be downloaded from the e-Tendering portad of Govi, of Maharashtra at
whends mafatenders. govin, Help desk No, TREEE008407 § 7EEEEISEEE. The last dale of aaling
sulrmission of a-Tender [arm is 10.06.2026 (Wednesday ) upta 1 3.00 Hrs.

FOR M.5.5C. LMITED.
GEMEAAL MANAGER [FE & FMWE

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER PWD DN |
SIMALWARA DISTT DUNGARPUR (RAJ)

No:- HWc/474-85

Date: 25.05.2026

value of procurement is Rs. 964.83 Lacs.
UBN No:-

1. PWD2627WSRC03368,
4. PWD2627WSRC03371,

DIPR/C/9462/2026

NOTICE INVITING BID NO.02/2026-27
NIBCode: PWD2627A0775

Bids for Rate Contract of Various works while Patch Repair are invited from interested bidders upto
11.06.2026,06:00 P.M. Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(“http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and http://www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state, the approximate

2. PWD2627WSOB03369,
5. PWD2627WSRC03372

3. PWD2627WSRC03370
Sd/-
(DC Pandya)
Executive Engineer
PWD Dn. Simalwara|

Office Of The Municipal Board Malpura District Tonk (Raj.)

Sr.No. NPM/2026-27/1848

Notice Inviting Bid

Date :- 29.05.2026

Nagar Palika Malpura Bids For 15/2026-27 Nib No DLB2627A24060f subject
matters of procurement are invited from interested bidders Last Submission End Date
08.06.2024 Other Particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,
SILIGURI
Present Address: 2nd Floor,
PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
T.0.A. No. 122 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 112 of 2019)

UCO BANK ... Applicant
Vs.
DEBRAJ ROY AND ANR.
..... Defendants

To
1. Debraj Roy, S/o Amit Roy, Rabindra Pally,
Dubraj Road, P.O. and P.S. Suri, Birbhum
and Vill. Khargram, P.O. Khagra Karanda,
P.S. Memari, Dist. Burdwan, Pin-713166.
2. Smt. Susmita Bose, W/o Kalachand
Bose, G. T. Road, Memari (Opposite LIC
Office), P.O. Memari, P.S. Memari, Dist.
Purba Burdwan, Pin-713146
3. Smt. Pratima Rani Bose, W/o
Bhaktipada Bose, G. T. Road, Memari
(Opposite LIC Office), P.O. Memari, P.S.
Memari, Dist. Purba Burdwan, Pin-713146
4. Bhakti Pada Bose, S/o Late Panchanan
Bose, G. T. Road, Memari (Opposite LIC
Office), P.O. Memari, P.S. Memari, Dist.
Purba Burdwan, Pin-713146
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 112 of 2019 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-Il Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said O.A. No. 112 of
2019 has been transferred and renumbered
in this Tribunal as T.O.A. No. 122 of 2026
due to change in jurisdiction from DRT-II,
Kolkata to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal practitioner
or through duly authorised officer for further
proceedings/ hearing of the case on
17.06.2026 at 10.30 o’clock or immediately
thereafter, before the Tribunal/ Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned, the
application will be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 19.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

UBN :-DLB2627WS0OB06020

Raj.Samwad/C/26/3949

Executive Officer
Municipal Board Malpura

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
T.0.A. No. 73 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 56 of 2024)
UCO BANK .....Applicant

Vs.
MR. SEKH AZIZUL

..... Defendants
To
1. Mr. Sekh Azizul, S/o Sekh Asem Alj,
Goyalgra, Durndama, Suri, Birbhum, West
Bengal, Pin-731129
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 56 of 2024 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-Il Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said O.A. No. 56 of
2024 has been transferred and renumbered
in this Tribunal as T.0.A. No. 73 of 2026 due
to change in jurisdiction from DRT-II, Kolkata
to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal practitioner
or through duly authorised officer for further
proceedings/ hearing of the case on
15.06.2026 at 10.30 o’clock or immediately
thereafter, before the Tribunal/ Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned, the
application will be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 11.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,
SILIGURI
Present Address: 2nd Floor,
PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
T.0.A. No. 76 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 97 of 2015)
UCO BANK.....Applicant
Vs.
SMT. SAROJ DEVI AGARWALA
AND ORS. .....Defendants

To
1. Smt. Saroj Devi Agarwala, W/o
Bajranglal Agarwala, Proprietress of M/s Sri
Bhomji Raral Warehouse, Vil. and P.O.
Hetampur, P.S. Dubrajpur, Dist. Birbhum,
Pin-731124.
2. Bajranglal Agarwala, S/o Jagadish
Prasad Agarwala, Vill. and P.O. Hetampur,
P.S. Dubrajpur, Dist. Birbhum, Pin - 731124.
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 97 of 2015 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-Il Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said O.A. No. 97 of
2015 has been transferred and renumbered
in this Tribunal as T.O.A. No. 76 of 2026 due
to change injurisdiction from DRT-II, Kolkata
to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal
practitioner or through duly authorised
officer for further proceedings/ hearing of the
case on 12.06.2026 at 10.30 o’clock or
immediately thereafter, before the Tribunal/
Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned,
the application will be heard and decided in
your absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 14.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar

Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

' *ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

f\(1

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This is a disconcerting day be-
cause family discussions will be confusing and out of
touch with reality. You're keen to converse and talk about

your concerns. Don't agree to anything important today
and don't withhold information. Tonight: Be cautious.

S0 06 &8

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You might be tempted to
keep secrets today believing that thisis the best course. It
isn't. Avoid misrepresentation or distortion of the truth. To-
night: Double-check information.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Thisis a poor day for finan-
cial negotiations and money decisions. You could be the
victim of misrepresentation. Postpone decisions, includ-
ing major purchases. Tonight: Check your finances.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Today Mercury is in your
sign at odds with fuzzy Neptune, which will contribute to
confusion. Communications with others might be mis-
understood. Your ideas might never even reach their goal.
Postpone important decisions. Tonight: Keep things light.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): You might be tempted to with-
hold information today because you think it's the best
thing to do. But, itis not good to do this. It will only add to
further confusion. Be open and honest. Tonight: Be helpful.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): A friend or amember of a
group might tell you something that you want to believe
because it's a pie-in-the-sky solution or an intriguing temp-

tation. If something looks too good to be true today, it defi-
nitely is. Tonight: Relax.

@

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Tread carefully when talking to
peoplein authority today because what you say might not
be true. Or it might be misunderstood or misconstrued.

Perhaps you don't have the right facts, or you have been
deceived. Tonight: Focus on home and family.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Thisis not the day to pitch
your ideas to someone, to teach a new concept to some-
one, or to embrace a new philosophy or political ideology.

Express these ideas, you might lose credibility with others.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): This is a poor day
for financial discussions or agreements pertaining to
wills, inheritances or shared property. You might be

misinformed. You might not have all the facts.
Whatever the case, do not signimportant papers today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Discussions with

partners, spouses and close friends will be subject to mis-
understandings today. For some reason, a distortion of the
truthis highly likely today, and it might be innocent or not.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB19): Thisis a challenging day at
work. You might have the wrong information and waste
time doing a fruitless task. Someone might purposely de-
ceive you or they might innocently misinform you. Agree to
nothing important today. Tonight: Listen.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Today it's easy to fall for a
"greatidea" or think that somethingis too good to believe.
Keep all your communications and thinking clear when

talking to others. If you get the feeling that something fishy

PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
T.0.A. No. 102 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 143 of 2022)

UCO BANK .....Applicant
Vs.
GOBINDA DAS PAL .....Defendants

To
1. Gobinda Das Pal, of Sumit Market, Suri
Bus Stand, P.O. and P.S. Suri, Dist. Birbhum,
WestBengal, Pin-731101.
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 143 of 2022 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-ll Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said O.A. No. 143 of
2022 has been transferred and renumbered
inthis Tribunal as T.0.A. No. 102 of 2026 due
to change in jurisdiction from DRT-II, Kolkata
to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal practitioner
or through duly authorised officer for further
proceedings/ hearing of the case on
22.06.2026 at 10.30 o’clock or immediately
thereafter, before the Tribunal/ Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned, the
application will be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 21.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL,
SILIGURI
Present Address: 2nd Floor,

PCM Tower Building, 2nd Mile,
Sevoke Road, Siliguri - 734001
SUMMONS/ NOTICE
T.0.A. No. 104 of 2026
(Arising out of O.A. No. 54 of 2023)
UCO BANK.....Applicant
Vs.

APARNA SAHA AND ORS.

..... Defendants
To
1. Aparna Saha, W/o Mrinal Kanti Saha, Vill.
Banshra, P.0. Majigram, P.S. Suri, Dist.
Birbhum, WestBengal, Pin-731129
2. Mrinal Kanti Saha, S/o Rammoy Saha,
Vill. Banshra, P.O. Majigram, P.S. Suri, Dist.
Birbhum, WestBengal, Pin-731129
WHEREAS, the instant application bearing
0.A. No. 54 of 2023 between the parties
above named was registered under Debts
Recovery Tribunal-Il Kolkata under Section
19 of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act, 1993.
AND WHEREAS the said O.A. No. 54 of
2023 has been transferred and renumbered
inthis Tribunal as T.O0.A. No. 104 of 2026 due
to change in jurisdiction from DRT-II, Kolkata
to DRT, Siliguri.
You are hereby directed to appear in person
or through duly empowered legal practitioner
or through duly authorised officer for further
proceedings/ hearing of the case on
22.06.2026 at 10.30 o’clock or immediately
thereafter, before the Tribunal/ Registrar.
TAKE NOTICE that in default of your
appearance on the date aforementioned, the
application will be heard and decided in your
absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of the
Tribunal on this 21.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

SILIGURI
2nd Floor, PCM Tower, Sevoke Road,
Siliguri - 734001 (West Bengal)

Case No.: 0A/206/2025
Summons under sub-section (4) of
section 19 of the Act, read with sub-rule
(2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery
Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 1993

Exh. No.: 6506
UCO BANK
VS
MR. MANOJ KUMAR RAJAK AND ANR.
To
(1) Mr. Manoj Kumar Rajak, S/o Kankal
Rajak, Deshpriya Sarani By Lane, Samar
Nagar, Champasari, Ward No. 46 of S. M. C.
Area, P.O. and P.S. Pradhan Nagar, Dist.
Darjeeling, Pin-734003
(2) Mrs. Baby Rajak, W/o Manoj Kumar
Rajak, Deshpriya Sarani By Lane, Samar
Nagar, Champasari, Ward No. 46 of S. M. C.
Area, P.O. and P.S. Pradhan Nagar, Dist.
Darjeeling, Pin-734003
SUMMONS
WHEREAS, OA/206/2025 was listed before
Hon’ble Presiding Officer/ Registrar on
03.12.2025.
WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunalis pleased to
issue summons/ notice on the said
Application under Section 19(4) of the Act,
(OA) filed against you for recovery of debts of
Rs. 34,57,609.33 (application along with
copies of documents etc. annexed).
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section
19 of the Act, you, the defendants are directed
asunder:-
(i) to show cause within thirty days of the
service of summons as to why relief prayed
for should not be granted;
(i) to disclose particulars of properties or
assets other than properties and assets
specified by the applicant under serial
number 3Aof the original application;
(iii) you are restrained from dealing with or
disposing of secured assets or such other
assets and properties disclosed under serial
number 3A of the original application,
pending hearing and disposal of the
application for attachment of properties;
(iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale, lease
or otherwise, except in the ordinary course of
his business any of the assets over which
security interest is created and/or other
assets and properties specified or disclosed
under serial number 3A of the original
application without the prior approval of the
Tribunal;
(v) you shall be liable to account for the sale
proceeds realised by sale of secured assets
or other assets and properties in the ordinary
course of business and deposit such sale
proceeds in the account maintained with the
bank or financial institutions holding security
interest over such assets.
You are also directed to file the written
statement with a copy thereof furnished to
the applicant and to appear before Registrar
on 18.06.2026 at 10:30 A.M. failing which the
application shall be heard and decided in
your absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of this
Tribunal on this date: 21.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
Signature of the Officer authorised to issue
summons
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri

Kolkata

Form No. 3
[See Regulation-13(1)(a)]
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL
SILIGURI
2nd Floor, PCM Tower, Sevoke Road,
Siliguri - 734001 (West Bengal)
Case No.: OA/207/2025
Summons under sub-section (4) of
section 19 of the Act, read with sub-rule
(2A) of rule 5 of the Debt Recovery
Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 1993
Exh. No.: 6505
UCO BANK
VS
SUSHMA RAI AND ANR.
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To
(1) Sushma Rai, W/o Karna Das Rai,
Solophak, Chardham Mickkhole 13, Namchi,
Dist. South Sikkim, Pin - 737126, also at
Upper Mickhola PW, Mickhola Khitam GPU,
Mickhola, Dist. South Sikkim, Pin- 737126
(2) Karna Das Rai, S/o Harka Bir Rai,
Solophak, Chardham Mickkhole 13, Namchi,
Dist. South Sikkim, Pin- 737126
SUMMONS
WHEREAS, OA/207/2025 was listed before
Hon'ble Presiding Officer/ Registrar on
02.12.2025.
WHEREAS this Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased
to issue summons/ notice on the said
Application under Section 19(4) of the Act,
(OA) filed against you for recovery of debts of
Rs. 41,53,079.22 (application along with
copies of documents etc. annexed).
In accordance with sub-section (4) of section
19 of the Act, you, the defendants are
directed as under:-
(i) to show cause within thirty days of the
service of summons as to why relief prayed
for should not be granted;
(ii) to disclose particulars of properties or
assets other than properties and assets
specified by the applicant under serial
number 3Aof the original application;
(iii) you are restrained from dealing with or
disposing of secured assets or such other
assets and properties disclosed under serial
number 3A of the original application,
pending hearing and disposal of the
application for attachment of properties;
(iv) you shall not transfer by way of sale,
lease or otherwise, except in the ordinary
course of his business any of the assets over
which security interest is created and/or
other assets and properties specified or
disclosed under serial number 3A of the
original application without the prior approval
ofthe Tribunal;
(v) you shall be liable to account for the sale
proceeds realised by sale of secured assets
or other assets and properties in the ordinary
course of business and deposit such sale
proceeds in the account maintained with the
bank or financial institutions holding security
interest over such assets.
You are also directed to file the written
statement with a copy thereof furnished to
the applicantand to appear before Registrar
on 18.06.2026 at 10:30 A.M. failing which the
application shall be heard and decided in
your absence.
Given under my hand and the seal of this
Tribunal on this date: 21.05.2026.
BY ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL
Signature of the Officer authorised to issue
summons
sd/-
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Siliguri
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GianniInfantino became FIFA
president promising reform, but the
bald Swiss lawyer will be known for
his close proximity to power as he
moves between presidential
palaces and royal courts

Mihir Vasavda

IN MAY 2015, as dawn broke
over Zurich, plain-clothed FBI
agents moved through the cor-
ridors of the luxurious Baur au
Lachotel. Curtains were drawn
to shield embarrassed football
officials from television cam-
eras as they were es-
corted out. Theimages
travelled around the
world: FIFA, football’s
untouchable empire,
finally under siege.

The arrests marked the be-
ginning of the end for the old
order. Sepp Blatter would soon
be gone. Michel Platini’s suc-
cession plans would collapse.
FIFA, battered by corruption
scandals and criminal investi-
gations, needed a new face.

When those curtains were
eventually pulled back,
another figure emerged from
the wreckage: Gianni Infantino.
The Swiss lawyer - with a per-
fectly round bald head - whom
most football fans recognised
only as the man standing on
stage during UEFA Champions
League draws, reaching into
glass bowls to pull out little balls
containing team names.

Afunctionary and master of
ceremonies was nobody’s idea
of the most powerful man in
world sport. But adecade later,
Infantino hasbecome precisely
that. He is close enough to US
President Donald Trump to be
greeted as “my boy Gianni” in
public. Close enough to Vladi-
mir Putin to receive Russia’s
Order of Friendship. Close
enough to Qatar’s ruling estab-
lishment to defend the country
with a fervour that often
sounded more political than
sporting.

When Infantino cam-
paigned for the FIFA presi-
dency in 2016, he promised re-
form. Instead, his presidency
has come to be defined by
something else: proximity. Not
merely proximity to football’s
centres of power, but proximity
to power itself.

His relationship with
Trump is particularly reveal-
ing. FIFA presidents have al-
ways dealt with presidents and
prime ministers. Yet, In-
fantino’s relationship with
Trump feels unusually warm,
unusually public and un-
usually personal.

When Trump established a
White House task force for the
2026 World Cup, Infantino was
a prominent presence. The
FIFA Club World Cup trophy
appeared in the Oval Office.
The pair has repeatedly shared
stages, exchanged compli-
ments and publicly praised one
another.

Opening doors

The relationship has also
taken Infantino into arenas far
removed from football. At
Trump’s invitation, he stood
alongside world leaders during
the signing of the Sharm el-
Sheikh Declaration — another
reminder that the FIFA presi-
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48 TEAMS, 16 CITIES, 3 COUNTRIES

The 2026 FIFA World Cup, spread across the United States, Mexico, and Canada, is the biggest the sport has ever staged. There are the personalities — the
players and powerbrokers who have shaped the four years since Qatar. There is the geography — Mexico and the United States have hosted this tournament
before — and the nostalgia of what happened on those pitches. And in this edition, there are some things happening for the first time.

dency under Infantino increas-
ingly resembles a diplomatic
posting. When the Nobel com-
mittee gave Trump a royal
snub, Infantino conjured up a
FIFA Peace Prize out of thin air
and awarded it to the gleeful
American president.

When critics questioned the
closeness, Infantino defended
it openly, arguing that FIFA
needed a strong relationship
with the US president to ensure
a successful World Cup in
North America.

However, the pattern had
emerged long before Trump.

Ahead of the 2018 World
Cup, Infantino developed a no-
tably cordial relationship with
Putin. Russia was already
under scrutiny over Crimea,
election interference allega-
tions and a state-sponsored
dopingscandal. Yet FIFA's pub-
lic posture remained one of en-
thusiastic partnership.

Infantino repeatedly
praised Russia’s preparations.
Putin publicly thanked FIFA for
keeping politics out of football.
Infantino declared the 2018

World Cup tobethe “best ever”,
aphrase he would later recycle
for subsequent tournaments.
After the event, Putin awarded
him the Order of Friendship,
one of Russia’s highest state
honours.

For critics, the symbolism
was uncomfortable. Football’s
governing body was not merely
stagingatournament in Russia.
It often appeared to be helping
burnish the country’s interna-
tional image.

Then came Qatatr.

No World Cup host has
faced greater scrutiny in mod-
ern times. Questions about mi-
grant workers, labour rights,
LGBTQ+ rights and the enor-
mous costs of hosting domi-
nated the headlinesleading up
to the 2022 tournament.

In Doha, on the eve of the
tournament, Infantino de-
livered one of the most remark-
able speeches ever made by a
sports administrator. “Today I
feel Qatari,” he declared. He
went on to say he felt like a mi-
grant worker, disabled and gay,
while accusing Western critics

of hypocrisy.

The speech lasted nearly an
hour. Itinstantly became one of
the defining moments of the
World Cup.

Right place, right time

Whether in Moscow, Doha
or Washington, Infantino has
displayed an uncanny instinct
foridentifying where influence
resides and ensuring football
remains closely aligned with it.
Supporters would argue this is
simply practical politics. World
Cups require governments.
Borders need opening. Security
arrangements need coordinat-
ing. Stadiums need building.
No FIFA president can afford to
antagonise heads of state.

There is truth in that argu-
ment.

Yet, previous FIFA leaders
generally maintained the ap-
pearance that football stood
above politics, however imper-
fectly. Infantino often appears
fascinated by politics itself.

His public appearances in-
creasingly resemble those of a
travellingdiplomat rather than

{ FIRSTTIME }
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a sports administrator. He
moves between presidential of-
fices, royal palaces and interna-
tional summits carrying one of
the world’s most valuable com-
modities: football’s legitimacy.

Meanwhile, FIFA has grown
richer and more powerful than
ever.

The men’s World Cup has
expanded from 32 to 48 teams.
The Club World Cup has ex-
panded dramatically. Rev-
enues have surged intobillions.
Development money has
flowed to member associations
across the globe. Many feder-
ations remain fiercely loyal be-
cause Infantino has recognised
one of FIFA’s oldest political
truths: success in football gov-
ernance is measured not by
headlines but by votes. And
votes often follow money.

In that sense, Infantino has
been extraordinarily success-
ful. He has consolidated power
more effectively than many of
his predecessors while avoiding
the scandals that consumed
them. Yet, there remains a lin-
gering irony.

The man who arrived prom-
ising to restore trust in FIFA
may ultimately be remembered
less for reform than for relation-
ships. The administrator, once
known for pulling balls from a
glass bowl during UEFA draws,
now spends histime navigating
presidential palaces, royal
courts and the Oval Office.

His greatest achievement
was not inheriting football’s
power. It was understanding
where power already lived -
and making sure he was stand-
ingbeside it when the cameras
rolled.

The Divine Ponytail and the
penalty that never left him

Roberto Baggio dragged Italy to the 1994 World Cup final
almost single-handedly. But one skied kick defined him

Shivani Naik

THE POPSTAR knew before
the pundits did.

Madonna, sporting her own
scrunched power-high pony-
tailand a No 15 Italy jersey, had
already made her call on Ro-
berto Baggio. On her Blonde
Ambition Tour in Rome, just
two days after the 1990 World
Cup, she had spoken proper
football: “That goal against Cze-
choslovakia was marvellous."
Football snobs scoffed when
she added, “I didn’t know his
name then, but that goal and
his big green eyes conquered
me." By 1994, she had anointed
himthe “Cutest." Therest of the
world was catching up.

The footballing flock called
him the Divine Ponytail — 11
Divin Codino — after he em-
braced Nichiren Buddhism in
1985 following a career-
threatening knee injury in
Campania so severe he was told
he might not walk normally
again. The faith he found in re-
covery was not incidental - it
became the stillness you could
see in him under pressure, the
composure that looked almost
unreasonable given the mo-
ments he was asked to produce
itin.

Unlike 2026, Norway had
pestered the Azzurri plenty in
the group stage, but it was the
non-related Dino Baggio, who
scored Italy’s only group win.
By the knockouts, coach Arrigo
Sacchi was being hectored to
bench Roberto. He had
struggled to score. Italy had
scraped through.

What followed over the next
three matches became some-
thing else entirely.

It started against Nigeria in
the Round of16. Italy trailing 1-
0, 88th minute, tournament ef-
fectively over, Sacchi’s selec-
tions being loudly questioned,
one man left to answer.

Angular strikes

Roberto Mussi, the versatile
defender who could swap full
back for centre back, turned to
play the ball back, and Baggio
used the inner foot - the cal-

caneus, cuboid and
metatarsal working to-
gether — to rifle an &
equaliser into the side 89

netting. He then con-
verted the overtime .-
penalty to send
Italy through.
Four of his
five goals at
that tourna-
ment were

i
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angular strikes aimed at the
side meshing - geometrically
the most efficient way tobeat a
goalkeeper with the inner foot.
The precision was a pattern,
notan accident.

In the quarter-final, Spain
dominated the second half.
Spanish striker Julio Salinas
had a one-on-one and missed.

“We controlled the game,”
he would say afterwards. “But
Italy got only the one play.”

Dino Baggio floated a pass
over midfield, Giuseppe Signori
picked it up and redirected it a
moment before being tackled,
and Roberto moved with
sudden sharpnessto get onside.
Zubizarreta, considered among
Europe’s best goalkeepers,
came out to close the angle.
Baggiodrifted pasthim asifthe
decision had already been
made, and found the corner.
Italy were in the semi-finals.

At Giants Stadium in East
Rutherford, 77,000 watching,
semi-final stakes, against Bul-
garia. Baggio produced the
tournament’s finest goal. He
turned past Yankov, left Hub-
chev behind with a feinting
dribble, and curled the ball
around Ivanov into the bottom
corner - Mihaylov beaten again.
Three of his four knockout

goals had come when Italy
needed them most, inthe dying
stages, the pattern of late rescue
so consistent it stopped feeling
like Iuck. Three quarters of the
Italian squad were cramping by
the final whistle. Brazil waited
in the final.

When the goalless final
went to penalties, context
matters. Franco Baresi and
Daniele Massaro had both
missed —the third and fourth
kicks —making it Brazil 3, Italy
2 going into the fifth. Had Bag-
gioscored, Italy would still have
needed Brazil to miss their last
kick to win. It was not, in the
arithmetic, decisive. But Bag-
gio, who had been finding
corners and side netting all
tournament, shellacked it over
the crossbar. The image —
hands on hips, jersey half
tucked, head hanging — went
around the world and never
really left. “I'll never forgive
myself,” he would say.

Italy went out on penalties
in all three World Cups he fea-
tured in. The wound stayed
open. Italy tried, in its way, to
help him close it.

Sonnets and songs were
written about his odyssey. Ad-
vertisers made films with alter-
nate endings where he scores.
Sitcoms had priests solemnly
chanting his name alongside
Alessandro Costacurta —
“grant unto them eternal rest”
— delivered with entirely
straight faces. Italian creatives
wrote him into the Mickey
Mouse universe, into Duck
Tales. Japan, his spiritual home
asaBuddhist, worked him into
the iconic Captain Tsubasa
manga - and gave him a differ-
ent ending.

In 2010, Shakira’s Waka
Waka, the anthem of that
. year’s World Cup, mon-

4 taged his 1994 her-
L. oics prominently
— penalty miss
included.
Not
Sy crased.
e Because
Py | by then the
i Eﬁ world had de-
e 8 cided that the
:_ miss was part of
y-f ' the story, not the
g endofit.
"/  Madonna had
' seen it first. The
a,'n ' | ponytail, the green
4 eyes, the goals. She
- B justdidn’t know yet
*% what the penalty
would add. Just short
* of Divine, he became the
people’s adored Ponytail.

Will biggest be the best? How a 48-tcam draw changes dynamics of a World Cup

Lot of great players never played on the greatest stage; the
biggest argument for the 2026 tournament is its inclusivity

Shashank Nair

HERE'’S A sentence that might
not have been possible in a 32-
team World Cup: Norwegian
striker Erling Haaland lines up
against Iraq at Boston’s Gillette
Stadium for their group openet.
The presence of one of the best
strikers in the contemporary
game will be new, and sowill be
the Asian team he goes up
against.

For long, the FIFA World
Cup has excluded some of the
game’s greatest players and el-

IN NUMBERS

104

With a total of 104 matches
in 39 days, the 2026 FIFA
World Cup will be the
longest ever, eclipsing Qatar
2022 by 40 games.

bowed out teams that didn’t
have the required strength in
depth.

Players like George Weah,

Ryan Giggs and George Best
were never part of the biggest
show on the planet because
Liberia, Wales and Northern
Ireland never qualified for the
World Cup during their time.
But a 48-team World Cup’s
most convincing argument is
itsinclusivity.

Biggest beneficiaries
Ten teams from Africa and
nine from Asia — two conti-
nentsthat have never produced
a World Cup winner now get to
share the stage with Europe’s 16

and South America’s six. The
four extra slots that Europe re-
ceived has resulted in teams
like Norway and Turkey mak-
ing it — helped in no small
measure by the presence of
Haaland and, in Turkey’s case,
Real Madrid star Arda Guler.

A 48-team World Cup re-
wards countries who had been
on the periphery of a World Cup
till now. Uzbekistan is a country
that comes to mind as a bene-
ficiary of a larger World Cup,
bringing Manchester City’s Ab-
dukodir Khusanov to a tourna-
ment they would have found
tough to reach earlier.

Atournament of excess
It’ going to be the biggest

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .
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countries who are affiliated to FIFA.
That means one team out of four has
achance to participate. That means
still 75% of the teams are not there.”

ARSENE WENGER, FIFA CHIEF OF GLOBAL FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT

FIFA World Cup — more host
cities, more teams, more games
— as well as an extra knockout
stage.

The 2026 edition will take
place across the vast expanse of
the United States of America,
Canada and Mexico.

Who misses out?

Most notably three-time
championsItaly. They were ex-
pected to seal their spot con-
sidering more European places
were on offer. Missing out from
Africawould be Cameroonand
Nigeria — both with multiple

Kolkata

past appearances. From Eu-
rope, Denmark, Wales, Serbia
and Poland will be some of the
other teams that didn’t make
the cut. But if FIFA were to be
asked, the biggest teams to miss
out would be China and India.
An unwritten goal of the 48-
team World Cup was to wel-
come the two countries, and
their combined populations of
over three billion, into the fold
— a pipe dream for now.

RIP: Group of Death

A 48-team World Cup re-
duces the likelihood of a group
stage where three teams of
roughly similar strength are
pooled together to create some
jeopardy. This iteration of the

World Cup, with its 12 groups,
will see two of the best teams
from each group progressingto
the Round-of-32.

Following them would be
the eight best third-placed
teams — essentially reducing
the excitement that surrounds
the last group-stage days at a
World Cup. At the 2026 World
Cup, a team could lose their
first two games, and still man-
age tomake it to the Round-of-
32 based on the result from
their last game. The urgency
that came with a loss to Saudi
Arabia forced Argentina to
tinker their team against Mex-
ico, which gave them the bal-
ance that ultimately won them
the World Cup in Qatar.
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INTERVIEW: GRZEGORZ GAJEWSKI

‘Meeting expectations of former

world champs not Guke sh’s goal’

The man who has been in Indian GM’s
corner speaks about his form and
responds to criticism from the greats

Amit Kamath
Oslo, June 2

IN THE past 18 months, the
crown of world champion
seems to be weighing heavy
on D Gukesh’s head. There
seems to be a constant target
on the back of the youngest
champion in history. The re-
sults have sagged, winning
chances squandered.

Consequently, the cacoph-
ony of criticism has been
deafening. Former world
champions like Garry Kas-
parov, Magnus Carlsen, Vladi-
mir Kramnik and Anatoly Kar-
pov have offered unsparing
comments about the boy
who’s just turned 20.

If one wondered how all
that has affected the young
man, his coach is not too per-
turbed.

“I don't think meeting the
expectations of former world
championsis his main goal as
a professional chess player,”
says Grzegorz Gajewski, the
man who has been a constant
corner man for Gukesh since
2023.

“I don't think the com-
ments affected him at all.
They have the right to their
opinions. It's your responsibil-
ity as a professional chess
player, especially of his cal-
ibre, to simply focus on your
job.”

Since coming together in
2023, Gukesh and Gajewski
have ridden the roller-coaster
of fortune together. The part-
nership led to a Candidates

win at their first attempt and
then a history-making World

Championship  triumph.
Then, the slump began.
All not well

Gajewski admits all's not
well with the Indian’s form.

“Obviously, his classical re-
sults were very disappointing.
Even if you look at his recent
results from the rapid and
blitz event of the Grand Chess
Tour in Warsaw, they were not
mind-blowing. People
thought he was over-perform-
ing for a17-year-old. After that,
he’s been fairly under-per-
forming. But it’s just a matter
of time for him,” the Polish
grandmaster adds.

Gajewski, who once helped
Viswanathan Anand as a sec-
ond in his World Champion-
ship battles, was introduced to
the youngster by the five-time
world champion to help im-
prove Gukesh’s opening reper-
toire. Since then, his role in
Gukesh’s career has evolved.

For the last few years, a
challenge that both of them
have tried to work on is time-
management during games.

“We’ve done a lot of work
that was focusing on elements
that are somewhere between
chess and psychology. The
work never ends really. We've
done alot of work on the time
management thing, butit's a
problem that can never be
fully solved.

“It’s his (Gukesh's) nature
to think (calculate during
games). So this is not some-
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How is the West Asia war reshaping global trade
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Grzegorz Gajewski admits that all is not well with D Gukesh’s form
but believes an uptick is just a matter of time. x/pGUKESH

thing that can be just solved
for good. It's a constant chal-
lenge for him,” says Gajewski.

Keep fighting

Ask him how Gukesh has
improved in recent months,
and Gajewski says: “For me,
it’s mainly the resilience he’s
shown. Because he had a
couple of good games in Tata
Steel (at the start of the year)
and that was it. The rest of the
tournament was bad. Then,
Prague Masters was also bad.

It’s not like he’s playing some
great chess here at Norway
Chess. He’s playing normal
chess. It’s not his A game for
sure.”

Gajewski says that while it’s
easy to perform well when a
playeris at his A game, whena
player is not there, the impor-
tant thing is to maintain a
level.

“Allow yourself to make
mistakes, or to spoil even
some winning positions, that
he did here. The important

growth or inflation?

Is the Al boom papering over the cracks in

emerging markets exposed by the war?

Has the war exposed India’s long-standing
weaknesses?

Where does the rupee go from here?

What does India need: short-term policy
solutions or long-term reforms?

Should policymakers prepare for a future with
continuous supply-side shocks?
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We’vedone a

lot of work on
the time
management thing,
butit's aproblem
that can never be
fully solved. It’s his
(Gukesh's) nature to
think (calculate
duringgames).It'sa
constant challenge
for him.”

GRZEGORZ GAJEWSKI,
D GUKESH'S COACH

thingisto get over every game
and do your best in the next
game.”

He does point out that
there are moments when the
decisions that Gukesh makes
upsets him. But he makes
peace with them.

“Internally, I get angry but
I always remind myself I'm not
the one playing, these are not
my results. It's important for
me not to be too emotionally
engaged. I do my job, he does
hisjob, and that's it. Whatever
decision he makes, he thinks
it's for the best.”

With the World title de-
fence coming in six months’
time, Gajewski is hopeful that
an improvement in form is
just around the corner.

“There are many aspectsin
his play which have improved.
And while these might not yet
be reflected in the results, I
think it’s just a matter of one
good confidence boost that
will allow him to show his full
potential,” he adds.

(THE WRITER IS IN OSLO AT THE INVITA-
TION OF NORWAY CHESS)

Zverev continues
Slam quest; Andreeva
sails into semi-final

Reuters
Paris, June2

ALEXANDER ZVEREV con-
tinued his quest for a maiden
Grand Slamtitleasherecovered
fromashakystarttobrush aside
Spanish teenager Rafael Jodar 7-
6(3) 6-16-3and reach the French
Open semi-finals on Tuesday.

The German second seed,
who has a golden chance of fi-
nally claimingamajortitleinthe
absence ofthe injured Carlos Al-
caraz and with both world
number one Jannik Sinner and
24-times Grand Slam
winner Novak Djokovic elimin-
ated, rallied back from a break
down in the opening set to book
his place in the last four at Ro-
land Garros for the fifth time in
thelast six years.

He will next face Czech
Jakub Mensik or Brazil's Joao
Fonseca for a place in the final.
Asked if he was happy to be in
the semi-finals again, Zverev
made clear he was looking
beyond thelast four.

Andpreeva prevails

Russian teenager Mirra An-
dreeva returned to the French
Open semi-finals with a 6-0 6-3
win over Romanian veteran So-
rana Cirstea on a rainy Tuesday
to continue her run in a Roland
Garros draw stripped of many
big names.

Now amongtheleadingcon-
tenders for a maiden Grand
Slam title with defendingcham-
pion Coco Gauff and four-times
winner IgaSwiatek out, the Rus-
sian next faces the winner ofthe
all-Ukrainian clash between
Elina Svitolina and Marta Kos-
tyuk.

The 19-year-old wasted
little time asserting herself
with ultra aggressive tennisin
front of a sparse crowd be-
neath the Court Philippe Cha-
trier roof, racing through the
first set in only 24 minutes.
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Alexander Zverev has a great
chance to win the French Open
with the exit of top names. ReEUTERS

Zverev has agolden
chance of finally
claiming a major
titleinthe absence of
Carlos Alcarazand
with both Jannik
Sinner and Novak
Djokovic eliminated

"I'm super happy I was able to
play aggressive," said An-
dreeva, who became the teen-
ager with the most Paris main
draw victories this century
with her 16th win.

"Thelast timel played her, it
was a very tough battle. Every
practice with her is very tough.
We've practised 10 times already
this year and we know each
otherwell. [knew it wouldn'tbe
easy and I'd have to 200% of my
intensity and focus, as she
wouldlookto be aggressive and
pressure me whenever she
could."

Cirstea, playing her third
Grand Slam quarter-final in her
final year on the circuit, stea-
died herselfearly in the second
set and recovered a break at 3-
3, but the 36-year-old could not
halt the Andreevajuggernaut.

Sindhu offto
flier at Istora

Express News Service
Mumbai, June 2

PV SINDHU took her domi-
nance over Thailand’s Busanan
Ongbamrungphan to 21-1 head-
to-head after advancing to
Round 2 of the Indonesia Open
Super 1000. The Indian who
madeTop10thisweekgotintoa
bitofamuddlein thefirstset, but
won 25-23, 21-16 to extend her
sway over the retrieving Thai.

However, she could immedi-
ately run into Korean World No
1 An Se-young, who has a 9-0
stranglehold over Sindhu. How-
ever, given that earlier is better
infacinguptothedominant fig-
ure, Sindhu will try to make her
good form work for her and
make inroads into her game on
Thursday. This was Sindhu's
11th straight win over Busanan.
Playing at the sport's mightiest
coliseum, the IstoraSenayan, In-
dia's No 2 men's doubles pair of
MR Arjunand Hariharan Amsa-
karunan also registered a
straight sets victory over Malay-
sia's2016 Olympic medalist Tan
Wee Kiong and his current
partner Nur Mohd Azriyn.

Arjun-Hari hit the groove
and managed a straight setswin
over the experienced Malaysian
duo with a 21-18, 21-10 scoreline
injust 33 minutes. Malvika Ban-
sod was outclassed 21-12,21-10 by
another Thai, Pornpawee Cho-
chuwong, who is seeded
seventh. Returningtothe circuit
after Treesa Jolly suffered a
court collision with her mixed
doubles practice partner and
wasinjured a day beforeleaving
for Uber Cup, India's top WD pair
are still easing their way back,
having dropped to World No 41
andlost21-14, 21-12toIndonesia's
Febriana Dwipuji Kusuma and
Meilysa Trias Puspitasari.

Lakshya Sen frittered a tight
comeback in Set 1 before losing
toIndonesian Alwi Farhan 21-19,
21-16. Finding himself on the
tougher court side with thelocal
crowd egging on their new tal-
ent, whobeat Shi Yuqi last week,
Sen copped an early exit.
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